
Sermon prepared on Acts 1:1-11 by Jonathan Shradar 

 

To live undistracted... 

 

This is my life though… one distraction after the other. Situations, ideas, tasks to be 

accomplished that seize me with their urgency and seeming importance. And more often than I 

want to admit, I get distracted from what is truly import, my family, my work, even the life I am 

freed to live by faith. Like Dug the dog from the movie UP, easily distracted and diverted from 

what he is supposed to do by the squirrels!  

 

Maybe your life is a little like this too. After all we live in a day when there is no shortage of 

things to take our attention and even those that market themselves as a distraction from life… 

from who you are, and what you are meant for.  

 

For many of us here, we have professed faith in Jesus as Lord, or ruler of our lives and as our 

Savior, which brings new purpose, new focus. But we still get distracted. The best of intentions, 

sidetracked by the squirrels of life.  

 

There must be something better for us, a reclamation of purpose and the power to actually live it 
out. In order to track that down we are going to look at some Scripture that calls us away from 

distraction and to recognize what matters, what we are meant to be.  

 

The business of believers is to witness of Jesus empowered by the Spirit of God.  

 

Acts 1:1-11 “In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 

teach, [2] until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 

Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. [3] He presented himself alive to them after his 

suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom 

of God. 

 

[4] And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 

the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; [5] for John baptized with water, 

but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 

[6] So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” [7] He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the 

Father has fixed by his own authority. [8] But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the end of the earth.” [9] And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was 

lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. [10] And while they were gazing into heaven as 

he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, [11] and said, “Men of Galilee, why do 

you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in 

the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” (ESV) 



The business of believers is to witness of Jesus empowered by the Spirit of God. 

 

In the unfolding story of redemption in the Bible, Acts comes right after the most important 

event of human history. The King promised in story of creation, the prophets and wisdom of 

Scripture has come. The babe in a manger now a man, teaching, healing, preaching. Perfectly 

obedient to God the Father. Jesus, unsettling the rulers of the day, religious and political is tried 

on trumped up charges and sentenced to death. A death he willingly takes on, working 

redemption for all who believe.  

 

But three days later he walks out of the grave meant to keep him. He lives. He teaches his 

followers and sets them, and us up for what is next.  

 

All of that is told through the Gospels, and Luke writes a second volume on the ministry of those 

that believe in Jesus. The history of the beginning of the Christian church starts here in Acts 1, in 

Christ’s last word to his followers.  

 

If he is who he said he was, and if we believe in him, we really want to pay attention to what he 

says and what happens in the wake of those words. The final instructions from Jesus can be 

summed up as Don’t be distracted, Be Witnesses, and Be empowered.  

 

The business of believers is to witness of Jesus empowered by the Spirit of God. 

 

1) Don’t be distracted 

 

Here we have the transition to this second narrative account from Luke. Writing to the most 

excellent Theophilus, a benefactor, friend or name he gives to believers, he says that he dealt 

with all that Jesus began to do and teach after the resurrection. And we have some of that 

teaching in the last chapter of Luke’s Gospel. Jesus revealing himself from all of Scripture, 

speaking of why he had to suffer to provide forgiveness.  

 

Luke writes in our text that Jesus was with the disciples for forty days speaking about the 

kingdom of God. But Luke doesn’t tell us anything else about these forty days. So why leave it 
out? Wouldn’t this be helpful information? 

 

But guided by the Holy Spirit in his writing and wanting to focus on what matters, Luke skips it 
and brings us to the final words of Jesus. Having already recounted all that Jesus taught during 

his ministry it is as if the author doesn’t want us to be distracted by less important things. He 

doesn’t entice us with information we don’t need. He doesn’t insert squirrels into the story. 

 

But we don’t need to rely on what is absent to build the case against distraction, we can hear it in 

Jesus’ final interaction with his followers.  

 



He tells them something good is coming, they can’t leave Jerusalem and need to wait on the 

promise of the Father. Because they will be baptized, identified with the Holy Spirit.  

 

Now if you have been around the church for very long, you might want to ask Jesus some 

clarifying questions here! What exactly do you mean by baptism in the Spirit?!  

But not the disciples, they have something else on their minds… ‘Lord is it time for you to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?’ Over history there has been a lot of energy spent to understand 

this question. Here are people that cherished the promise of a Messiah, One that would save 

Israel, redeem Israel. At first they thought he might a military leader throwing off the 

occupation of Rome. And here is Jesus, the resurrected One, and still their expectation goes 

unmet. So when?!  

 

Wanting a political reality rather than a spiritual one. Confusing the two. Jesus has just again 

promised something wonderful, the Holy Spirit, and they are distracted by their misconceptions. 

He certainly could have dropped some hints, he could have instructed them to spend their days 

devising charts and speculating on a day in the future. But he doesn’t.  

 

He says that it is not for them, and us, to know “times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his 

own authority.” God is fully in charge of the events of history and the future. You don’t need to 

know the specifics. You don’t need to be distracted by them…  

 

By asking the question the disciples are revealing some of their motivation. They want the story 

to be about the political Israel. Which really makes the story about them. But Jesus moves them 

to something better, more important, he says ‘don’t be distracted, but focus on what I have for 

you to do.’  

 

And we come to verse 8, the commissioning of the church for its purpose, its business.  

 

Acts 1:8b “...you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

end of the earth.” (ESV) 

 

‘You don’t need to know dates and worry about regimes… but when the promise comes, you will 

witness of me.’ 

 

2) Be Witnesses 

 

The scene here is amazing. As Jesus is saying, God is in control, don’t be distracted, but do be 

my witnesses, tell everyone about me… he ascends to heaven. A cloud takes him out of sight. If 

we were supposed to pay attention to one moment in the story, this is it!  
 

He gives, like in the gospels, the purpose of the church, of those that believe in Him.  To make 

disciples as you go; To be his witnesses not only to Israel, in Jerusalem, but all of Judea, 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth. To all people.  



So the church is not merely a support group for like-minded people. It is not a civic organization 

solely meant for the benefit of a city. It is not meant as a political action committee to get all the 

right people elected.  

 

It is a witness of Jesus.  

 

Luke 24:44-48 “Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 

still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 

Psalms must be fulfilled.” [45] Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, [46] 

and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from 

the dead, [47] and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name 

to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. [48] You are witnesses of these things.” (ESV) 

 

Repentance for the forgiveness of sins in Jesus should be proclaimed to all ethne, to all nations, 

all people. The disciples are witnesses of these things… but so is everyone who has heard them 

and believed in Jesus, witnesses of salvation that is only found in Jesus. The good news of 

forgiveness in Jesus comes to us on its way to someone else.  

 

“These believers were to proclaim the person and work of the risen Christ as taught by Jesus and 

foretold in the Old Testament. They were to proclaim how Christ accomplished the ancient 

prophecy of crushing the head of the serpent, Satan, providing a way for sinners to be reconciled 

with the Father. Importantly, we as modern disciples of Jesus participate in enjoying this 

message of life with the first disciples.” Merida  

 

That is the point of the church, enjoying the gospel and witnessing of it, this is the business of 

believers. And it is not complicated business - we are all in on it.  
 

“To be a witness for Christ is to bring a message that is a marvel of simplicity: Jesus Christ is 

God come in the flesh; he died to pay for our sins; he was resurrected; now he is exalted in 

Heaven; he calls us to believe in him and so receive forgiveness of sins. This is good news. There 

is nothing to join, no system to climb - just a person to receive and, in him, eternal life.” Hughes 

 

To witness of what we have experienced in Jesus.  

 

Christ’s words are essentially a declaration of benevolent war… for every believer - every 

forgiven sinner now following Christ - to spend and be spent… Nechayev arrested for 

assassination of Czar “The revolutionary man is a consecrated man. He has neither his own 

interests nor concerns nor feelings, no attachment nor property, not even a name. All for him is 

absorbed in the single exclusive interest in the one thought, in one passion - REVOLUTION.”’ 

 

Distractions set aside, and a life lived to be witnesses, by speaking the gospel, by having 

priorities that match this purpose, marching forward in life with other witnesses.  

 



I have a friend that was home from college for the summer and working a job where he was 

assigned to manufacture parts… but no one trained him. So he would get in trouble for doing it 
wrong. ‘If they would just tell me what to do…’ 

 

Here Jesus has told us what to do. So do it. What more do you need than to know you have some 

specific work to do?! 

 

“The key is genuine commitment to God’s plan. Some of us are moved with such thoughts, but 

give us an hour watching our favorite sports team and it all vanishes - “the worries of this life.” 

Or a young husband and wife who are struggling financially may feel unable to think about 

anything except their limited funds or uncertain future, though in actuality that does not 

exempt them from being witnesses for Christ and following him. Regardless of the particular 

difficulties confronting us, we are called to be witnesses.” Hughes 

 

Don’t you know what Jesus has done for you, now what will you do for him? 

 

Feel the weight of that. The demand. The business.  

 

But don’t miss the promise, the power to do it. Don’t be distracted, be witnesses... 

 

3) Be Empowered 

 

Luke 24:48-49 “You are witnesses of these things. [49] And behold, I am sending the promise 

of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

(ESV) 

 

“But you will receive power when the holy Spirit has come upon you and you will be my 

witnesses…”  

 

The truth is that we can come up with all kinds of schemes and strategies. We can attempt to 

motivate ourselves toward a task… but it is by the dynamis, the power of the Spirit that we 

witness of Jesus.  

 

“Having received essential teaching, the disciples would eventually be given the essential power 

required in the witnesses of Jesus. The ordinary people of God, equipped with the Word of God, 

empowered by the Spirit of God, dedicated to the Son of God, can accomplish the mission of 

God. Sharing the right message is only half the matter. We must also be personally reliant on the 

Spirit of God.” Merida 

 

Another helper, the Spirit of truth. 

 

John 16:7-8 “I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, 

the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. [8] And when he comes, he 



will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: (ESV) The Spirit that will 

glorify Jesus. 

 

The commision of those that believe in Jesus, empowered by his Spirit. This is what the rest of 

Acts will highlight, the Spirit’s work in the witnessing of Jesus to the whole world.  

 

The disciples likely understood “power” in this context to include both the power to preach the 

gospel effectively and also the power (through the Holy Spirit) to work miracles confirming the 

message, and we should too. More effectiveness in witness and ministry, effective proclamation 

of the gospel, power for victory over sin, power for victory over Satan and demonic forces, and a 

wide distribution of gifts for ministry. All pointing to Jesus.  

 

And it is Jesus the Spirit fills us with, adoration of him, passion for him, affections that must be 

shared with others.  

 

In studying Acts I have also been reading Luke’s Gospel and I was struck that the language Luke 

records as Jesus’ last words are the same that he used to recount the Angel Gabriel’s message to 

Mary about the birth of Jesus.  

 

Luke 1:35 “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.” (ESV) 

 

I don’t know if you have ever connected the two… and maybe it might be a bit weird, but this is 

the Spirit’s work. When the Spirit has come upon you… Jesus in you.  

 

Something is birthed… New perspective, new passions, “Being an authentic witness demands an 

open, tender heart that is always growing in the experience it proclaims.” And this is what the 

Spirit does. The Spirit that indwells, that takes up residence in you when you believe in Jesus. 

Unites us with Jesus.  

 

“Where does the strength come from to move out in joy and peace? It begins with the assurance 

that God is for you—that’s your anchor! And the knowledge that God is in you—that’s your 

engine! And the confidence that God is with you and not disappointed in you—that’s the hand on 

your back. These can only come from laying hold of your union with Christ… “You are in Christ” 

gives you assurance. “Christ is in you” gives you power. Together they help us move out in 

confidence.” Rankin Wilbourne 

 

As the Spirit is Christ in us, empowering us, we can see the call to witness not as a crushing 

burden but as an uplifting possibility. 

 

Overwhelmed by the weight of our sin and need for help, for salvation. And Overwhelmed by 

grace in Jesus. Forgiveness, freedom, and power to live as witnesses of him. Witnesses not to 

earn approval of God or extra credit in heaven, Witnesses from the approval and riches we have 



in Christ. With the Spirit making Jesus sweeter to us, day after day, lessening the draw of 

distractions and deepening our embrace of the goodness of God.  

 

And the empowerment works. In the coming pages of Acts witnesses will become martyrs. 

Facing death, believers will ask for boldness to keep on preaching. Final breaths will be given in 

relaying the finished work of Christ for salvation.  

 

Normal people will be used to turn the world upside down until every inch of the earth is 

covered with those that have heard and believed in Jesus.  

 

Given a task but not left powerless to accomplish it. Given help, given the very Spirit of God.  

 

With the disciples, now we live with this power, we learn to increasingly yield to it in our lives as 

witnesses, motivated by his grace and love for us and others. Looking forward with hope to the 

day he will return in the same way they saw him go into heaven.  

 

The business of believers is to witness of Jesus empowered by the Spirit of God. 

 

Are you up for it? 

 

Respond:  

 

Believe - that what has been witnessed of is true. That Jesus, the God-man has lived obediently 

in your place, that he was your substitute on the cross you deserved. That in his grace you have 

forgiveness, freedom and now the power to live.  

 

Don’t be distracted - In the good things, niche theology, studies, use them as opportunities to 

stoke your affections for Christ, to drive your witness of him.  

 

Be empowered - Ask the Spirit to remove the distractions, to focus your eyes on Jesus, his 

goodness, how he is better, let the Spirit give you the juice to witness and live undeterred. Let 

the Spirit fill you with Christ as you fill up on the Word. 

 

The key is to get us into mission without guilting us into mission. And the Spirit gets us into 

mission but getting Jesus into us.  

 

Charles Spurgeon “If Jesus is precious to you (as he is to the Spirit), you will not be able to keep 

your good news to yourself; you will be whispering it into your child’s ear; you will be telling it to 

your husband; you will be earnestly imparting it to your friend; without the charms of eloquence 

you will be more than eloquent; your heart will speak, and your eyes will flash as you talk of his 

sweet love… It cannot be that there is a high appreciation of Jesus and a totally silent tongue 

about him…  

 



“If you really know Christ, you are like one that has found honey; you will call others to taste its 

sweetness; you are like the beggar who has discovered an endless supply of food; you must go 

tell the hungry crowd that you have found Jesus, and you are anxious that they should find him 

too.  

 

“Every Christian here is either a missionary or an impostor. You either try to spread abroad the 

kingdom of Christ, or else you do not love him at all.”  

 

May Jesus be precious to you by the power of the Spirit, that in our day our witness of Jesus 

would be like that of the church in Acts. For the good of all people, and the glory of Christ.  

 

 


