
Sermon on Acts 13:1-12 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

 

Here we are, we have come to another Sunday, we have gathered in this rented space to “be the 

church” here. But what is it we actually do - or are suppose to do each week? When we sing 

songs of this Jesus… When we read Scripture and attempt to open it, to understand it? When we 

pray, what is it we pray for? 

 

Well, you could find any number of unique styles and angles on “doing church” but ours, what 

we define as Reservoir church, seeks to put our burdens at the feet of Jesus, bend to his will and 

purpose, and be equipped for it. And as we approach the words of the Bible we see them not just 

as a guide for getting the good life, a collection of rules to unlock the mysteries of the universe…  

 

We see what lies before us in the word as the revelation of hope, we mine it for the overarching, 

thread of continuity throughout it that points to, declares and responds to the good news of 

Jesus. The words of eternal life… the very word of God - the message of Jesus’ promise, life, 

death & resurrection on our behalf and the body he builds - the church, meant and motivated to 

carry the message to the ends of the earth.  

 

But we also see an important ingredient, along side the message, that makes all the difference. 

Maybe this makes us special, unique among others, but when we read the stories of the church 

and the power they experienced, the gifts they received by the Holy Spirit, we don’t see them as a 

nice throwback to a forgotten and never-again-to-be-experienced time. We see the same 

miracles as vital - meant to be desired and sought. For abundant life and the life of the church.  

 

So that is what we are doing again today… and what we will do every time we rally together - sit 

under the glory and weight of the word with expectation, that Jesus isn’t done with us and that 

he still does miracles - because we don’t have much hope without them!  

 

As we have studied the book of Acts there is a glaring trend through the birth and expansion of 

the church, the people of the message, the witnesses of Christ that carry his good news to and 

fro, are still desperately in need of a miracle to overcome the lesser magic and distractions of the 

day.  

 

The message and the miracles in the church are inseparable necessities for the 

flourishing of God’s people and the renewal of others and all things.  

 

Acts 13:1–12 “Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, 

Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, 

and Saul. [2] While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart 

for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” [3] Then after fasting and 

praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off. 

 



[4] So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed 

to Cyprus. [5] When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues 

of the Jews. And they had John to assist them. [6] When they had gone through the whole island 

as far as Paphos, they came upon a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. 

[7] He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who summoned Barnabas 

and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. [8] But Elymas the magician (for that is the 

meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. [9] But 

Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him [10] and said, 

“You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not 

stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? [11] And now, behold, the hand of the Lord 

is upon you, and you will be blind and unable to see the sun for a time.” Immediately mist and 

darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking people to lead him by the hand. [12] Then the 

proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, for he was astonished at the teaching of the 

Lord. (ESV) 

 

The message and the miracles in the church are inseparable necessities for the 

flourishing of God’s people and the renewal of others and all things.  

 

From Jerusalem, and the great prison break of 68! Peter freed by an angel, avoiding death, going 

on to preach and lead. The supernatural strength of the church unleashed in prayer.  

 

Paul and Barnabas who had been in Jerusalem bringing money from the faithful in Antioch 

return to this increasingly flourishing church that is now the missionary center of the world.  

 

And it is now longer just the first class of apostles that preach and father the church… it is a 

diverse group from all walks of life - Simeon who is called “black” in Latin… Lucius from Cyrene 

darker skin and not as affluent of an area; then Manaen, the guy who grew up with the ruling 

class, with money and influence to spare. The gospel is not only for all people, all people will be 

made ministers of the gospel, a royal priesthood of believers carrying the message of the church.  

 

While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting - serious seeking of Jesus - the Spirit speaks 

setting apart Barnabas and Saul for the missionary, church planting, multiplication ministry 

they are called to.  

 

Then we come to their travels and an encounter where the message is met with a miracle and 

lives, the trajectory of a community is forever changed for the glory of Christ.  

 

As we go on the journey along with Barnabas, Paul, and John-Mark this morning, we will reflect 

on the message they bring, the miracle over the power of the day, and recognize that we still 

need the miracle in our day.  

 

 

1) The March of the Message  



 

24 “But the word of God increased and multiplied.” The unstoppable message marches on and 

people believer and life forever changes.  

 

Commissioned by the church by the laying on of hands, the apostles head to the coast and then 

set sail for Cyprus. Barnabas’ home, a destination of beauty, perfect weather… and a whole 

bunch of people in need of the grace of Christ.  

 

They proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues, they preach through the whole island and 

they come to the capital summoned by the governor that he could hear the word of God.  

Now we have seen this before in our study of Acts, but it bears repeating and reminding. “The 

word of God” that Luke is describing doesn’t necessarily mean the Bible like we would think of it 

- when we say ‘we are people of the Word’ we usually mean we are Bible thumpers. Fine. But 

zoomed in, these people of the word are Jesus thumpers… the word of God that is Christ, his 

ministry, his sacrifice and the forgiveness of sin proclaimed in his name to all nations.  

 

Sergius Paulus wants to hear the gospel, the message the church brings to bear wherever they 

are.  

 

We glance over the journey and if we don’t look in the map we can just think the preachers 

teleported to where they are! Reserved for Philip! But this is a slog, a hard journey and while 

they are visiting a resort island, it is most likely that they are ministering and living outside the 

gates of the all-inclusive properties. It is such a hardship, the well-healed John-Mark, who grew 

up comfortable, will leave them and go back to the plush home in Jerusalem. (there is still hope 

for him so don’t stress about it!)  

 

There is a perseverance here, like the plodding church in Antioch, the missionaries they send are 

advancing with the message and nothing will keep them from preaching.  

 

Man are we thankful for that - because the good news doesn’t stay in a couple safe 

neighborhoods, but it branches out, goes where the Lord sends the church, and eventually 

reaches us!  

 

But almost on cue, and not at all a surprise, opposition comes to the march of the message.  

 

Bar-Jesus (son of salvation - maybe he claimed some lineage of Christ and his miraculous 

ministry), Elymas the magician a manipulator, the governor’s right hand man who was seeking 

to turn the proconsul away from the faith. He opposes Barnabas and Saul.  

 

Slandering, second-guessing, calling them liars… Like a red devil on the shoulder of Sergius 

Paulus whispering - “don’t believe.” 



Movement of the church, expansion of the church is always opposed. There is spiritual warfare 

afoot - maybe we don’t focus on it like we should, because we are modern people not a bunch of 

kooky mystics… but it is real and not just against the church in Acts, but in San Diego as well.  

 

But the fact there is opposition usually indicates something huge is going to break through…  

 

The church opposed is the church poised… 

 

2) The Miracle over Magic  

 

The message is strong - it is the power of God for salvation for all. But those proclaiming the 

message, living in response to it, bringing the peace it promises, all are in need of the hand of the 

Lord to stand against the opposition and go on preaching.  

 

Usually we see a grand vision as a miracle, or a healing, an opening of the mind, the softening of 

a hard heart toward God… but here the Spirit fills Paul and works a miracle of shutting down the 

opposition.  

 

“You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not 

stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is 

upon you, and you will be blind and unable to see the sun for a time.”  

 

Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him… Then Sergius Paulus believed, when he saw what 

happened… It wasn’t the blinding of Elymas that he believed in though - don’t miss this - the 

miracle freed him to hear clearly - v. 12 “for he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord.” At 

the teaching of Jesus he comes to faith in him.  

 

And it sticks, archeological evidence that not only was Sergius a Christian but his whole family. 

As governor, we can only imagine how life changed for the people under his care. He was made a 

redemptive force on Cyprus - because the message marched on and the Spirit worked a miracle.  

Undeniable realty of Acts, people preach, given supernatural strength through prayer - need the 

hand of the Lord to move… that the greatest of miracles will happen - the salvation of sinners - 

the forgiveness of sin - new life in Christ! The church advancing with this message and this 

power.  

 

Reading this account in Acts, I couldn’t help but be drawn back to a story C.S. Lewis tells in his 

book the Great Divorce. A fable of ghost like - not fully formed people at the edge of heaven, 

invited in… The magician sticking close to the proconsul, whispering lies in his ear, made me 

think of the red lizard…  

 

(Great Divorce)  

 



This is an image of what went down on Cyprus… Sergius Paulus made real - identity in Christ - 

changed forever. And it is an image of our ongoing walk with Jesus. Ever in need of the sword to 

slay the lizards, to shut the mouths of the magicians that oppose us and the message of Christ.  

 

3) We Still Need the Miracle 

 

We need the Spirit of God to work miracles if we desire to see the gospel go forth, our city 

transformed, and the peace of God to be infused into our culture.  

 

For justification - for salvation and belief in Jesus - we need the miracle of regeneration - the 

Spirit freeing us to believe.  

 

For life, sanctification and becoming more like Christ - we need the Spirit of God to form us by 

the the gospel, in the gospel for the glory of the gospel. Not hoping in our own efforts, or prideful 

in our lack of them, but humbly savoring the good news of Christ’s record becoming ours, and 

leaning into the promise we will be transformed for his glory and our good.  

 

To be the church as the Creative Minority. To see our vocations as our created purpose, to live 

different, unified in Christ, to be a redemptive force in our workplaces, our places of service, 

education, economy, neighborhoods, we need the Spirit to empower us to speak life and peace, 

to keep walking forward in the face of opposition and to break through the barriers around us.  

 

To be the a church-planting, mobilizing church like Antioch. We need a miracle to raise up 

leaders that equip, disciple and send people to the cities, the countries and maybe even the 

neighborhoods the Lord desires to bring the message of Jesus. Supernatural power and wisdom 

to recognize and embrace a vision for it and submit my previous priorities to that vision - filled 

with the Holy Spirit…  

 

To die to self, take up our cross and follow Jesus. 

 

“There is a cost to sincere service for Christ. Never share your faith and you will never look like a 

fool. Never stand for righteousness on a social issue and you will never be rejected. Never walk 

out of a theater because a movie or play is offensive and you will never be called a prude… Never 

reach out to the needy and you will never be taken advantage of. Never give your heart and it will 

never be broken. Never go to Cyprus and you will never be subjected to a dizzy, heart-convulsing 

confrontation with Satan. Seriously follow Christ and you will experience a gamut of sorrows 

almost completely unknown to the unbeliever. But of course you will also know the joy of 

adventure with the Lord of the universe and of spiritual victory as you live a life of allegiance to 

him.” Hughes 

 

Perspectives teachers said:“You’ve got a decision to make. You can be cool. Or you can 

introduce a lot of people to Jesus. You can’t do both.” 

 



The miracle of marching forward!  

 

People that can do it all themselves are no fun… and deeply deceived. “Do you need Jesus for 

that?” When it comes to the mission of the church, if you don’t, don’t waste your time.  

 

Even our daily walk is one of message and miracles, we recite, rehearse, retell the gospel to 

ourselves and each other... but we all have “magicians” on our shoulder talking about other 

things. Need the Spirit to work a miracle of transformation and focus. 

 

Lizards need to die. Expectations. Aspiration. Individualism. Sinful comforts. “The American 

Dream,” We need to the Spirit to move, that we would submit, invite the Lord to slay them…  

 

What we surrender might just be what the Lord uses to transform the world. 

The church with the message (gospel) and the miracle is riding the stallion to the land of 

promised eternity. (Prayer meeting about not knowing where we are going... but knowing just 

not where we are stopping along the way!) 

 

Oh that we would be astonished at the teaching of the Lord, live as a body experiencing the 

miraculous power of God to build the church and break the chains of captives around us.  

 

The message and the miracles in the church are inseparable necessities for the 

flourishing of God’s people and the renewal of others and all things.  

 

What now? 

 

Maintain the message. Keep the gospel the main thing. Believe it. Do you know it?  

 

Humanity sinful by nature and choice rebels against God and is incapable of living up to the 

perfection required to be in relationship with him. He comes himself - Jesus - the God-man to 

live perfectly in your place, all of his righteousness accounted to you - to die in your place on the 

cross, meeting the wrath, the punishment you deserved… and rising from the dead - giving you 

hope and life since death our final enemy is defeated.  

 

Cling to this. Preach this. Live from this message.  

 

Advance. Traverse the land preaching Jesus, praying and pursuing the miracle. Give up your 

lizards (I can help you see yours and you can help me see mine). Go with Jesus. 

“The bright reality, such a part of Paul’s life, is that there is no trial or difficulty Christ cannot see 

us through. This same Paul wrote the triumphant words, “we are more than conquerors through 

him who loved us” (Romans 8:37). With Christ there is room for vast optimism!” Hughes 

 

 

 



When you're at the end of the road 

And it's not the one that you would've chosen 

When you're at the end of your road 

And you're holding on, but feel like you're fallin' 

 

With every option exhausted 

You've tried everything you know 

You saw a light, then you lost it 

But there is still hope 

 

Like the fire in the night 

Like the ocean parted wide 

Like the grave, empty inside 

You will see He still does 

Miracles, miracles, miracles, miracles 

 

Even if you don't see it now 

Without a doubt, He's already moving 

There is not a pain that you hold 

He doesn't know, and He isn't using 

 

With every option exhausted 

You've tried everything you know 

So reach for something beyond it 

'Cause He is our hope 

 

A broken heart can be restored 

A broken soul can be reborn 

And greater things are still in store 

For us, for us 


