
Sermon on Acts 13:26-52 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

We have reached the halfway point of our study in the Book of Acts. The founding and 

flourishing of the church. Thinking over the landscape of Scripture that we have traversed, in the 

desire to experience the same things as the first century church - I was struck by the lack of a key 

ingredient to the growth of the church in our modern expression of it… We are all for the 

community the church had, at least in theory. We are all for the all-hands-on-deck nature of the 

church, their seeming unity. We even hope to experience their type of perseverance in the face of 

opposition. And the miraculous… we are hungry for it!  

 

But what of evangelism? The conversion of those far from God… meeting the real Jesus for the 

first time? Coming to faith? Where the modern church may have rich community, even miracles 

among the saints, do really see the power of the Holy Spirit meant to make us evangelists - 

witnesses of Jesus? So much of the “church” is just a realignment of believers into camps that 

match our preferences and unique perspectives… even the term “evangelical” takes on political 

meaning rather than being those zealous in advocating for faith in Jesus…  

 

There still seems to be enthusiasm for bringing the good news to far off, unreached places, proof 

the great commission call to the ends of the earth still works. But what of making disciples as 

you go, all believers, wherever we are? Surely this is what Jesus meant and what the church 

modeled in the New Testament.  

 

We might even contemplate persecution and fantasize about how we would “stand for Christ at 

the end of a spear” but we fail the test by not wanting to look foolish in front of our peers on a 

daily basis. We'd rather maintain comfortable relations with non-believers than risk offense. 

 

Is it that we are not equipped to evangelize? That the message has become diluted or drowned 

out in the noise of our cultural moment? Do we have the right tools… the right message to pair 

with the promised miracles? 

 

Evangelism Explosion questions… “Are you sure that if you should die today, you would 

definitely go to heaven? And “If you should die today and God should ask you why you should be 

allowed into heaven, what would you answer him?”  

 

“I am a good person… anything bad I have done is balanced out by the nice things I have done… 

I just hope he lets me in!” 

 

How would we answer? Those that claim faith in Christ… Would our answers be much different? 

Trusting in our own righteousness to get to heaven. Maybe include Jesus in the equation - ‘he 

gave me a second chance, to get things right… like Jesus is my mulligan, my do over, but I still 

have to get it done…’ 

 

 



Well, there is hope for us to find clarity on these questions this morning. As we see the bold 

evangelism of Paul and Barnabas on their missionary journey, we get a whiff of the undiluted & 

potent gospel the church is meant to preach.  

 

Jesus is your only hope and if you reject him him you are a dope. 

 

Acts 13:26–52  

 

Jesus is your only hope and if you reject him him you are a dope. 

 

The church is more than a decade old by the time we come to Acts 13. Jesus has ascended to 

heaven and his promise of power to be witnesses of him was delivered in the person of the Holy 

Spirit. Since that moment there has been building momentum and growth in the church. Even 

with some internal tensions, external violence and rigid cultural differences, the church has 

flourished as they have preached the word of God, the good news of Jesus.  

 

From Cyprus, Barnabas, Paul and their crew have sailed to what is now Turkey. John Mark 

would leave the team as they traveled through mountains and a route notorious for violent 

bandits eventually reaching another town called Antioch in Pisidia. As was their routine, they 

arrive at a synagogue and hear the reading of the Law and the Prophets (Scripture). 

 

Maybe Paul’s reputation as scholar precedes him… and the rulers of the synagogue invite these 

new arrivals to give an exposition of the Scripture they all just heard. We don’t know exactly the 

text… Habakuk, Isaiah both quoted, along with Psalm 2 and 16… 

 

Paul stands up and preaches. He covers the whole redemptive history of Israel, of God’s promise 

for his people and the fulfillment of that promise. Paul preaches God as the central Actor in 

history. He is accomplishing his purposes in history.  

 

Then we come to our text and the One John prepared the way for is Jesus, the truer and greater 

David that reigns and frees his people.  

 

We want to notice the message he gives, see the response to it and hopefully catch some of the 

evangelistic fever dripping from the pages of Acts!  

 

 

1) Your Only Hope is Jesus  

 

Paul, speaking to a room full of Jews, of those confident in their set-apart status as God’s people. 

The covenant people, clinging to ancient promises, secure in them. Attempting to follow the Law 

to prove their faithfulness. He preaches that the promises have come to pass, what the Law 

couldn’t do has been done in Christ.  



The Law - starts with the ten commandments, layers of how to live and respond to 

circumstances, ritual for worship, and apart from Scripture, religiously added rules to take what 

is written to extremes.  

 

The mentality of the people then is that in order to please God, to remain in his favor and family, 

the Law must be kept. There was a day of atonement each year to seek forgiveness, but the next 

day it was back to the Law to prove your worth, your faith even…  

 

Paul preaches that the Law is not the point of all of Scripture. Jesus is. Jesus fulfills biblical 

prophecy. Jesus is the hero of the Bible and he is the hero of Paul’s preaching!  

 

The Jesus who preached the arrival of the kingdom of God, that was rejected by the religious 

elite because they didn’t understand his preaching or what the prophets had been hinting 

toward for generations.  

 

Reciting Psalm 2 and 16, two great Messianic psalms, pointing to the son of God, the One who 

won’t decay… as proof of Christ fulfilling the Old Testament expectation. More than that, he is 

now King and what he accomplished brings some magnificent news to people everywhere.  

 

This is all Paul ever preaches; 1 Corinthians 2:2 “For I decided to know nothing among you 

except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” (ESV) This is the thing of first importance, that which 

the church is built on and flourishes in.  

 

And here is what is available to you because of Jesus - freedom. Salvation, once and for all.  

 

“In effect, Paul says, “Here’s the good news of the gospel: You can have forgiveness of sins 

through Christ! You can be justified - that is, be declared righteous in God’s sight through Jesus. 

We, who can’t be perfectly obedient to God, can be counted righteous through placing faith in 

Jesus. We can’t earn righteousness; we must receive it. We receive justification - meaning not 

only ‘just as if I never sinned,’ but also ‘just as if I always obeyed’ - when we trust Christ alone.” 

Merida  

 

This is the potent drink of the gospel - the strong stuff. Behavior is not the basis, your ticket is 

not punched by your ability to keep the law but by belief in the One who has kept it perfectly for 

you.  

 

Made the beloved of God, not by birthright, not by ability… but in belief in Jesus. No longer 

captives to sin that enslaves and separates you from God. All by the power of Jesus.  

 

Ephesians 2:8–9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God, [9] not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” (ESV) 

 

"The impossibility of sinners becoming godly becomes possible through his grace." - @PaulTripp 



When we rightly see who we are - rebels against God - we are poised to see the pricelessness of 

the gift of his grace. To be made children by the resurrected Christ - secure forever in him.  

 

Paul takes Scripture - whichever it was - and preaches Jesus. Salvation by grace through faith. 

He has gone to the residence of the Law - the scrolls are there and read, held before them in all 

its unattainable majesty - demanding what it doesn’t have the power to deliver; and he preaches 

Jesus as the hope.  

 

What good news! Finally, freedom. This is what generations have been waiting for, what all of 

creation aches for. The Messiah, the promised anointed One has come and he is Jesus. 

Forgiveness of sins has come in him. Ready for you… believe! 

 

And many follow, continue in the grace of God.  

 

But Paul also warns the congregation - Beware, don’t be the scoffers that don’t believe the work 

that God is doing, don’t reject the message that brings salvation.  

 

2) Don’t Miss the Real Jesus  

 

This stuff is too strong to swallow for so many. His burden is light and his yoke is easy... but it is 

enough to break people. 

 

The people want to hear more, ‘come back next week!’ But when they do, the crowd is much 

larger. The whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. The news of Jesus. The leaders of 

the synagogue were not ready for the attendance spike.  

 

They, just like the rulers in Jerusalem rejected Jesus, begin to contradict Paul’s preaching. Luke 

doesn’t write exactly what they were saying to oppose this grace being spoken by Paul but we can 

image it was a return to the Law - ‘God gives grace, but you need to live perfectly.’ Don’t neglect 

the Law, the ‘Elf-on-the-shelf’ keeping an eye on you to see if you are naughty or nice… Maybe it 

is even slander of Jesus they spew. ‘He dined with sinners and loose women...How could he be 

the Messiah… Rome still rules!’ Whatever it was they said, rejection is wrath.  

 

Acts 13:46 “And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of 

God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal 

life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. (ESV) 

 

It is scary that people think they can stand in opposition to the truth and get away with it. They 

think, “I’ve been contradicting God thus far, and no lightning bolts have hit me, so I have no 

need to fear God.” The most terrifying thing in the world is to fall into the lands of the living God 

if you are in a state of rebellion against him.  

 

 



Beyond rejecting him, we conscript him into our schemes and he becomes our Genie in a bottle, 

if we rub him the right way we can make it rain!  

 

The message of Jesus, the real Jesus to believe in, goes to those that receive it. Camp 

obliterating, seeking the 1 and leaving the 99. Those history would least expect. Made alive by 

this untainted good news of salvation by grace alone through faith alone.  

 

I believe, Lord help my unbelief. This is strong stuff, can be hard to swallow. Especially if we are 

conditioned to trust in ourselves. My merit as most important.  

 

Even when we have believed, we can fall back into rejection of it by looking to the Law to deliver.  

 

We hear the gospel isn’t opposed to effort but to earning, yet we still think the magic is found in 

us earning it… We have a sense of guilt, that something is wrong and try to deal with it by 

religious performance, leading only to pride or despair. 

 

Treating God like our calorie counter - my app may not know what I ate, but my body does! I 

might feel really good about my accomplishment - or I might be hopeless to ever get ahead.  

 

And we stay captive to the same things Jesus came to free us from. The Law doesn’t have the 

power to save you. This is what Paul goes on preaching.  

 

Galatians 2:15–16 “We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; [16] yet we know 

that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also 

have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the 

law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.” (ESV) 

 

Accepting or rejecting what Jesus accomplished at Calvary is not about one’s intelligence; it’s 

about one’s heart. So we keep taking shots of it until our hearts are softened and the Spirit 

embeds it deep within us.  

 

Martin Luther’s commentary on Galatians: “Here I must take counsel of the gospel. I must 

hearken to the gospel, which teacheth me, not what I ought to do, (for that is the proper office of 

the law), but what Jesus Christ the Son of God hath done for me: to wit, that He suffered and 

died to deliver me from sin and death. The gospel willeth me to receive this, and to believe it. 

And this is the truth of the gospel. It is also the principal article of all Christian doctrine, wherein 

the knowledge of all godliness consisteth. Most necessary it is, therefore, that we should know 

this article well, teach it unto others, and beat it into their heads continually.”  

The good news of Jesus is not that you get a redo. That you can finally live perfect and earn 

10,000 sq/ft and a Tesla in Heaven. That if you just have enough faith you can be rich and 

healed from cancer.  

 



The good news of the real Jesus is that forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you and by him 

everyone who believes is freed. Made children. Chosen.  

 

“The gospel is who Jesus is, what Jesus did, and how we receive for our own all that he is and 

has done. Anyone who puts their faith and trust in him and stops trusting in their own goodness 

will spend eternity in his blessed presence.” Sproul 

 

When this penetrates our hearts and takes hold. Everything changes.  

 

3) Receiving Him is Revival  

 

The church made a light to the Gentiles, “that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.”  

 

At this news, the Gentiles in the city rejoice, glorifying the word of the Lord and as many as were 

appointed to eternal life believed. This gift of God’s grace that is belief spreads through the 

whole region. Unstoppable 200 proof gospel. For all people. Not based on performance but the 

love of Christ toward you.  

 

Revival breaks out in Asia Minor. Paul is going to keep on going, preaching and planting 

churches. He and the church will keep facing rejection and violence, but the life-to-death reality 

of their faith is unshakable.  

 

Persecution comes and they keep preaching. Filled with joy and the Holy Spirit. Because dead 

hearts have been revived and there is no going back to the old ways, the real Jesus is too good.  

 

Ephesians 2:1–7 “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins [2] in which you once walked, 

following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is 

now at work in the sons of disobedience—[3] among whom we all once lived in the passions of 

our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 

wrath, like the rest of mankind. [4] But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 

which he loved us, [5] even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ—by grace you have been saved—[6] and raised us up with him and seated us with him in 

the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, [7] so that in the coming ages he might show the 

immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” (ESV) 

 

“The sin clinging to my good works has been forgiven and cleansed which frees me actually to 

love my neighbor with mixed motives.” Horton 

 

To be fully alive together with Christ. This is revival. And may the Lord bring it to our city - that 

all who believe would be freed.  

 

Jesus is your only hope. 

 



The call to the church to be witnesses remains. Will we embrace this 200 proof gospel of the 

Bible and live to make this real Jesus known? 

 

Surrender your false trust in self - the law has no power to deliver what it demands. Live 

not to earn but from what has been given to you in Christ. Ask the Holy Spirit to slay the dragon 

of self righteousness, repent, and trust instead in Jesus.  

 

Believe in Jesus - to free you from the slavery to sin, the judgment you deserve, for salvation 

and for all of life. Rest in Christ to take you all the way home with him.  

 

“If you  are among the unbelievers, you must delay no more - not another day or hour - but 

submit body and soul to the lordship of Christ, embrace the gospel without compromise, take 

delight in the Word of God, make the seeking of the kingdom of God the main business of your 

life, and forget about religion. Religion is for people who hedge their bets. Christianity is for 

people who are sold out to the truth of God.” Sproul 

 

Tell Somebody - From Scripture, form the human story… make Christ known. You  have been 

rescued by Jesus, reshaped into a family of believers for the renewal of others and all things. 

Bring the real Jesus as you go. That he might unleash revival in our day.  

 

Jesus is your only hope. Believe in him. Live from his grace. And tell the world about it.  

 

This is what the church has to offer. Like Paul, we have decided to know nothing among you but 

Christ and him crucified. We will never ask you to sip of anything else. To find you hope in big 

programs that tickle your ears… or that entertain your kids. We will pour out only what is the 

power of God for salvation.  

 

Who’s thirsty?  


