
Sermon on Acts 14:1-28 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

The redemptive truth of Jesus is not only what forms the church but what we cling 

to when times get tough.  

 

 Acts 14:1-28 

 

R. Kent Hughes - “One night in 1945 Captain Terry Simeral brought his crippled B-29 in for a 

safe landing amidst waiting fire engines and red flares, unloaded the plane, and entered the 

group headquarters tent. His face was white. He seemed to be in a state of shock, and it was 

several minutes before he could talk. An incredible feat had been accomplished as Captain 

Simeral piloted his Pathfinder plane toward the enemy coast in order to drop phosphorus smoke 

to mark the mission’s target.  

 

On B-29s it was the radio operator’s job to release the bomb through a narrow tube. On this 

particular night Sgt. Henry Erwin received the routine order, triggered the flare, and dropped it 

down the tube. But there was a malfunction, and the bomb exploded and bounced back into 

Erwin’s face, blinding both eyes and searing off an ear. Burning phosphorus melts metal like 

butter, and the bomb was now at Sgt. Erwin’s feet and eating rapidly through the deck of the 

plane toward a full load of incendiaries. He was alone because the navigator had gone to the 

transparent dome atop the plane to make some celestial computations.  

 

Not having the luxury of time to analyze his situation, Erwin picked up the white-hot bomb in 

his bare hands and stumbled forward toward the cockpit, groping along with elbows and feet. 

The navigator’s folding table was down and latched, blocking the way. Sgt. Erwin hugged the 

blazing bomb under one arm as it burned the flesh over his ribs, unfastened the latch, and lifted 

the table. He stumbled on, a walking torch. His clothing and hair were ablaze. Dense smoke 

filled the plan, and Simeral had opened the window beside him to clear the air.  

 

“I could not see Erwin,” says Simeral, “but I heard his voice right at my elbow. He said, ‘Pardon 

me, sir,’ and reached across the window and tossed the bomb out. Then he collapsed on the 

flight deck.” Amazingly, Sgt. Erwin survived and went on the regain the use of his hands and 

partial vision in one eye.” A Congressional Medal of Honor winner, he is a national hero whose 

valor saved lives and serves as a tribute to the human spirit. He had a higher ideal than self - 

others. Bravery defined by what he valued.  

 

While Sgt. Erwin is known for this one, significant, dramatic event, it was most likely the 

product of a long bravery, little moments along the way that made his sacrifice seem natural - 

when it was anything but.  

 

A bravery of staying the course come what may. When someone’s “highest value” shapes their 

lives and gives them the motivation or strength to carry on. If the highest value is genuine and 

good… it is a beautiful thing… maybe even a world-changing thing.  



We see this in our winding trail of a text this morning. The end of Paul’s first missionary journey 

and this band of believer’s unshakeable resolve to go on. A resolve shaped and motivated by the 

greatest story ever told. The story that has become their identity, their mission, their highest 

value. And even when tensions come, when the bombs go off in their hands, they carry on.  

 

The redemptive truth of Jesus is not only what forms the church but what we cling 

to when times get tough.  

 

1) The Church is part of the Big Story  

 

… and they continued to preach the gospel. Paul and Barnabas have traveled into the heart of 

Galatia (modern Turkey), through bandit-ridden passages of difficult terrain, not because there 

was gold on the other side, or because the missing accomplishment for their resume could be 

found there. They went into the midst of hostile territory to tell strangers of Jesus.  

 

We don’t have the exact sermon they preached in chapter 14 but given that they are following 

the same routine, going to a synagogue where there is one, we can assume the message they 

share is similar to what they have before. In fact, it is always the same. It is the story of Christ, 

the Big Story.  

 

Beginning with the truth that all of the earth and humanity has a powerful creator. That in his 

creative genius he breathes life into not only every animal and fish in the sea but those that bear 

his image, men and women, made for community and relationship with God. A God who loves 

and cares for his creation.  

 

Even when the first parents of humanity rebelled against God, falling for the temptation of the 

serpent, he provided. While he allowed the nations to walk in their own way, he was not without 

witness, sending rain and fruitful seasons.  

 

Eventually he called a certain people to himself to give the witness a face. A nation formed for 

relationship with God and the blessing of the whole world. There would be prophets and kings, 

great miracles of salvation from captivity and restoration… and all of them hinted and even 

plainly declared the promise to come. This would sound familiar now to those in the 

synagogues…  

 

The hope of the anointed One, a Messiah to come and reign forever, making the bad things come 

undone, restoring what was lost, and giving what rarely could be imagined. A return to that 

perfect, untainted relationship man had in the garden.  

 

And then the kicker of the Apostles preaching, the Messiah has come. His name is Jesus, and all 

of this Big Story of creation, the fall, and the promise of redemption and renewal, points to him, 

invites all of humanity to believe in him.  

 



In him is forgiveness of sin, new life, true identity, and a highest value meant to shape your 

world. And those that believe in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection are made part of the story; 

that he lived obediently under the law for you, that he died taking on the wrath of God against 

sin you could never appease, and walked out of the grave having defeated death once for all.  

 

Individuals then that are made part of the redemptive story of Jesus are reshaped into a family, 

into the church. And the church not only becomes a place for believers to commune with one 

another, it is the mechanism by which Jesus is made known, it is the tapestry that tells the Big 

Story. And this is who is sent to the end of the earth - the church - preaching the gospel, the good 

news of Jesus wherever they go.  

 

People believe, lives change, and economies shift, cultures change as this story goes forward. 

The Lord himself witnesses to the word of his grace by granting signs and wonders confirming 

the message of forgiveness and new life.  

 

Even the healing of a man who had never walked is evidence of the Spirit of God renewing what 

is broken - an illustration of what his gospel does.  

 

This is the part the church plays, telling and modeling the redemptive truth of Jesus. But the 

message does more than provide a mission, it is what sustains and empowers the church, 

believers to carry on when things get difficult… because they do.  

 

2) There is tension in the story  

 

Welcomed with one breath and derided with another, the Apostles preach Jesus in difficult 

circumstances. Here we have a collection of cities, spanning the distance of some 100 miles, that 

each have a different environment and culture. Iconium has a Jewish population, Lystra has 

none… the angle of the story might be different but the result is the same - some believe and 

continue in the grace of God and others reject Jesus even violently.  

 

People confronted with their own sin and brokenness, either finding hope in Jesus or rage 

against the very One that can save. Preconceptions shaping their resolve, the thing of highest 

value informing their response. 

  

“Everywhere the Apostles went, we see God working mightily, bringing conversions from both 

Jews and Gentiles. In the midst of bold preaching, divisions occurred, opposition arose, and 

hostility set in, and the Apostles were barely able on very many occasions to escape with their 

lives. This is what happens when people are faithful to the gospel. When people preach the 

gospel without compromise, inevitably it provokes division because the truth of God divides.” 

Sproul 

 

Add to this, promised suffering in life, reality of it… serious tension.  

 



 

Here is a crazy roller coaster of a ride… from opposition, and escape, to attempted worship back 

to violent opposition that leaves Paul for dead. Truly through many tribulations we must enter 

the kingdom of God!  

 

“When Jesus came triumphantly into Jerusalem on the colt of a donkey on Palm Sunday 2,000 

years ago, the people were delirious with praise, singing their loud hosannas. But when he spoke 

of his coming death, they began to cool. The cross did not fit their preconceptions of the 

Messiah. Finally they shouted, “Away with him. Crucify him!” Hughes 

 

But Jesus’ message didn’t change. He knew and expressed what he came to do, and he did it, 

taking on the sin of the world as an innocent man on the cross. Undeterred by temptation of 

something lesser, but easier…  

 

Sharing in the suffering of Christ… Paul and Barnabas don’t fall for the temptation to be elevated 

as gods, when the miracles comes through their ministry naturally the pagan worships want to 

make them into deity. Gods in their presence - quick get something to sacrifice! Not unlike our 

modern day elevating of spiritual leaders, even the celebrity which we ascribe to preachers of the 

gospel, little idols perhaps by no intention of theirs but we are quick to bring them sacrifices!  

 

The apostles won’t have any of it - we are men like you! And they won’t relent in their purpose of 

preaching Jesus. He is too valuable, this redemptive truth of Jesus is what matters most, even to 

death - Jews travel 100 miles to track down Paul and thwart his ministry and they stone him!  

 

“In Christianity with the gospel it is like a storm in the air. Now it rains, soon the sun shines, 

before we look around a storm gale and downpour comes, again the sun peeks out and its is nice 

and bright and clear. This is how it is in Christianity, too. Today there is good peace, tomorrow 

persecution comes, before we look around the persecution is halted, the tyrants are dead and 

immediately the gospel shines out brightly. Those from Lystra want to heave Paul and Barnabas 

into heaven and place them on God’s throne, but now the Jews from Iconium and Antioch come 

and stone Paul, dragging him out of the city like a corpse. Here we see how the common man 

thinks, how erratic, how unthankful. The good Paul comes and preaches God’s word to them, 

would gladly like to help them into heaven and eternal life, but they reward him wickedly, 

wanting to hurl stones at him until he is dead, so that surely he can say, “Through many 

tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.” Johann Spangenberg  

 

It seems that even in the thick of tension, in opposition and difficult circumstances, in the 

unknown of life to come, the Big Story they proclaim is also the way through it all. It is this 

gospel that sustains and carries us all the way home.  

 

3) The Church thrives by recounting the exploits of the gospel 

 



Stones won’t stop the advance of the gospel. Miraculously, Paul is not dead and he enters the 

city again then travels in reverse to visit the churches they have planted along the way.  

 

Through thick and thin the apostles, the disciples on mission, maintained an unflinching 

devotion and singleness of purpose in following Christ.  

 

Acts 14:21–23 “When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, 

they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, [22] strengthening the souls of the 

disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations 

we must enter the kingdom of God. [23] And when they had appointed elders for them in every 

church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed.” 

(ESV) 

 

To continue in the faith, to keep telling the Big Story of Jesus, his redemptive work, his purpose 

of new life, witness and renewal. It is with this message they strengthen the souls of disciples. 

They assign leaders in every church, to keep the story ever before the people, to guard and 

protect these Galatian churches… that not only would they be formed in the gospel but that they 

would cling to it when those that opposed them came calling with stones..  

 

Eventually this first missionary journey ends where it began, back in Syrian Antioch. And they 

gather the church together and recount the exploits of the gospel. How far this message of 

forgiveness had gone, how the Spirit worked miracles to vindicate the story of Christ, how 

churches had been founded and how God had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. The church 

celebrating the expansion of the kingdom. 

 

The treasure of the church, the motivation to keep on going to persevere is the sweetness of 

being used by the Lord as he makes his appeal through us. It is not about how shiny we are, how 

skilled, how clever… but the main character of the Big Story is who we proclaim.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:5–10 “For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 

ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. [6] For God, who said, “Let light shine out of 

darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Jesus Christ. 

 

[7] But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God 

and not to us. [8] We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 

despair; [9] persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; [10] always carrying 

in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.” 

(ESV) 

 

This story is all we need. Jesus is all we need. And he is more than enough!  

 



2 Peter 1:3–4 “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 

through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, [4] by which he has 

granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become 

partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because 

of sinful desire.” (ESV) 

 

This is what the church exists for. To retell the story of Jesus. To invite others into it. To face 

tension and turmoil made resilient in the gospel, our identity in Christ. And to keep rejoicing in 

just how amazing the story is, how powerful our God is, how gracious he is to us. And then we 

keep going… we don’t give up, we go with mission to witness of Jesus, our highest value, our 

greatest prize!  

 

V. 28 “And they remained no little time with the disciples.” They stick it out in community. 

They have Jesus and each other. With him we can face the highs and lows, the success and the 

struggle. All for his glory and our good. Will we tell this story? Will we cling to this story for all of 

life?  

 

The redemptive truth of Jesus is not only what forms the church but what we cling 

to when times get tough.  

 

Prepare for and live in the tension by clinging to the Big Story. Determine to know nothing 

among each other but Christ and him crucified. That we would be a cruciform people. Believe in 

Jesus, in his redemptive story of taking on your sin and giving you his righteousness, salvation 

for eternity. Then live to give your life away for him. Let his purpose of redemption, renewal and 

restoration shape you and become your highest value.  

 

Recount it - join the adventure with Jesus. The apostles retell the glory of the gospel and how 

far it goes… “No war stories without going to war.”  

 

We will have our moments. Our dramatic bomb disposals. But we will also have our long 

obedience in the same direction. Collections of examples of people staying the course. Clinging 

to the gospel for life and purpose, for hope and healing. When we face tension, running to Jesus. 

When we experience success, running to Jesus. When we face death of self for his sake, running 

to Jesus. May we continue in the faith by the grace of Christ, bringing renewal to our city in his 

name.  

 

Where are you willing to go? It is a life of adventure, highs and lows, but always the glory and 

graciousness of Jesus. And friends, I promise you, there is no better life.  

 

Shall we live it together?!  

 

 


