
Sermon on Acts 15:36-16:10 prepared by Jonathan Shradar  

 

This is a historic day for us as a church… this will forever be part of our story. Nearly three years 

of meeting here at Del Norte High School. 150 or more times of unloading and loading all of our 

equipment. The same number of sermons preached and more than 600 songs sung in this room. 

Lifting the name of Jesus high. Watching the Lord bring a church to health and preparing us for 

what is next.  

 

This is our story, our history. So it is appropriate that we are studying the Book of Acts. The first 

book of Church History. We desire to be like that historic church - same priorities, same power. 

Flowing into the expansion of the church across the centuries until it reaches us today. What a 

story it has been… but I can’t help wanting to rewrite it given my background in public 

relations…  

 

There are just too many bumps in the road… too much sin, too much difficulty, too much drama! 

Here is my attempt to rescript the history of the church: 

 

Jesus gives his disciples the command to fill the earth with his renown and promises power from 

the Holy Spirit. Then he ascends to heaven soon to come again. The Spirit comes, reverses the 

curse of Babel, giving language to the proclamation of Jesus, the church is birthed and grows at 

a crazy clip, thousand a day. Jerusalem rejoices at the good news of Jesus, the Temple is given to 

the Apostles for free to hold services and evangelize Jews openly. Roman soldiers provide 

security to the Apostles not because anyone wishes them harm but because anywhere they go 

there is a traffic jam as the crowds ache to hear the message they preach.  

 

Jerusalem can’t contain the growth of the church so it flows out peacefully from the city to the 

whole of the Roman empire where disciples of Jesus are greeted with a hero’s welcome in each 

new city - as the Spirit empowers miracles and fills new believers.  

 

The whole apostolic team is 100% united and so resemble each other in preaching and ministry 

that the crowds have a hard time picking a favorite. The church readily accepts those ethnic 

groups different from the majority. Asia, Europe and the ends of the earth are discipled and the 

church has such a redemptive influence that empires unite and wars cease.  

For two thousand years, without blemish, the church fills the globe loving one another as a 

witness of the love of Christ, few haven’t heard of him and most call him Lord and Savior… 

Perfect partnership, expansion without tension, global influence untainted by sinful 

personalities or the greed of man…  

 

Hopefully you recognize that is quite different from the real story! It is one filled with tension, 

hardship, trusting Jesus in the midst of the unknown. But it is a better story because the power 

of God has been revealed over the ages as the church, filled with sinners, facing opposition, and 

challenging culture, multiplies, it keeps growing mess and all.  

 



As the Church multiplies it is strengthened in the faith.  

 

Acts 15:36–16:10 “And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the 

brothers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.” [37] 

Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark. [38] But Paul thought best not to 

take with them one who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to 

the work. [39] And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each other. 

Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, [40] but Paul chose Silas and 

departed, having been commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. [41] And he went 

through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 

 

[1] Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a 

Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek. [2] He was well spoken of by the 

brothers at Lystra and Iconium. [3] Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him 

and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his 

father was a Greek. [4] As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to them for 

observance the decisions that had been reached by the apostles and elders who were in 

Jerusalem. [5] So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers 

daily. 

 

[6] And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy 

Spirit to speak the word in Asia. [7] And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go 

into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. [8] So, passing by Mysia, they went 

down to Troas. [9] And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing 

there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” [10] And when Paul had 

seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called 

us to preach the gospel to them.” (ESV) 

 

In the flow of Acts we are just off a key meeting of the global church - the Jerusalem Council - 

affirming the good news of the easy yoke of Jesus. There is no “work” to be saved. Faith is the 

way, belief in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection.  

 

And now the mission goes on - a new journey for the Apostle Paul and the church multiplies… 

what we desire for Reservoir Church. But we observe some things about multiplication that 

might make us uncomfortable, but we should see them as worthwhile because even in difficulty 

the church is strengthened.  

 

Also historic is that there are five points in today’s sermon! Five things that multiplication is: 

Messy, Movement, Many, Mentoring, and Spirit Motivated!  

 

1) Messy  

 



One verse into our text we feel pretty good. The heights of the news of the Jerusalem council has 

Paul and Barnabas back in Antioch rejoicing with the saints. And Paul desires to go on a reverse 

journey, to the church they planted, to encourage them. But the apostles get tangled up by their 

opinion of people… specifically John Mark.  

 

You might remember Mark, seemed to be the cousin of Barnabas, from Jerusalem, had been on 

the first missionary journey but when the hiking got tough before planting some of the Galatian 

churches he bailed. Somehow he is back with them in Antioch and Barney thinks he is ready this 

time. Paul however is not so keen. He doesn’t think it is good to bring the disserter with them. 

And there arose a sharp disagreement! Luke is so careful with his writing of the story, maybe 

softening the tension. Two history-defining leaders in the church on opposite sides of a decision, 

partners for years, planting churches, being stoned, accused by judaizers in the church… and 

watching thousands come to faith in Christ together.  

 

And it comes to an end here, in separation. They go their own ways, with whom they like…  

 

This was not a gentlemen’s disagreement but an intense and passionate conflict. Can you 

imagine the discouragement these guys felt? I think we can read into this story stubbornness, 

but in reality I think there were many tears shed over the decision. Then think of those watching 

it unfold, that the leadership, the anointed founders of the church would be so divided.  

 

We tend to want to fast forward the history of the church, to Paul writing that he longed for 

Mark to join him because he was profitable for his ministry. To the Mark that writes the Gospel 

account, essentially retelling his friend Peter’s story. But we have to sit here for a moment in the 

tension, in the mess and see it as something that is part of the story of the church.  

 

The truth is, even the best Christians do not always agree. Sometimes good Christians intensely 

disagree! If you have been part of more than one church (or this church long enough) chances 

are you have experienced some of this first hand. Painful, sometimes sinful, but other times just 

a difference of opinion. Because Jesus has chosen human instruments to carry his message, 

broken, sinful, with a range of personalities.  

 

All Christians walk with limps. And sometimes that limp trips us up.  

 

“Barnabas sailed away with John Mark to his native Cyprus, he sailed into further faithful 

ministry, but out of history.”  

 

But it is not just picking teams that is a mess in the multiplication of the church. It can be vision, 

even perspectives on the mission of a local church, facing issues of justice through a gospel lens. 

Things we will get right one moment and wrong the next.  

 

 



“If there is no struggle, there is no progress. Those who profess to favor freedom, and yet 

depreciate agitation, are people who want crops without plowing up the ground.” Frederick 

Douglass  

 

It is often through our difficulties and failures that God leads us to increased creativity and 

productivity. That he moves his people to the right place.  

 

“We sometimes experience what we discern as failure and cannot see the hand of God’s guidance 

any more than Paul could when he set out heartsick on his second missionary journey with his 

new companion. At such times we need to accept God’s direction and entrust our lives anew to 

him. We should not seek failure or excuse it, but we can learn from it and grow through it.” 

Hughes  

 

The sovereign God makes excellent use of even the most trying circumstances. 

 

They keep going. Both Barnabas and Paul, they go and preach the gospel of Jesus. They cling to 

the unstoppable message and bring it back to churches they have planted and new soil.  

 

2) Movement  

 

They go everywhere… while Barnabas settles on Cyprus, Paul and Silas head backwards through 

cities where churches had been planted to strengthen the church.  

 

But they also go to places in need of the gospel. New territory where they will preach Jesus and 

plant churches.  

 

This one makes more sense to us. After all Jesus said we were to make disciples of the whole 

earth, of every people, in every place that the kingdom of heaven would be filled with the 

diversity of God’s people, unified in Christ, worshiping him forever.  

 

But this is not a tourist adventure trip. This is for some, maybe the last journey they will take. 

This is a life mission - consuming but worth it. It might mean moving to far off lands to help 

water seeds of the gospel, or to plant them in the first place. It might mean leaving what you 

know, what you call home. It might be moving into neighborhoods you never thought you would 

because that is where the Lord desires to plant the gospel!  

 

The way of death is being inwardly focused, never sending, never partnering. Just happy with us 

few and no more! But the multiplication of the church is movement, sending our best and 

brightest to preach elsewhere, sending families to plant new churches, to fill the earth with the 

glory of God. It is funding the movement of others.  

 

CT Studd in a letter to his wife: “It will be no easy life, no life of ease which I could offer you, but 

one of toil and hardship; in fact, if I did not know you to be a woman of God, I would not dream 



of asking you. It is to be a fellow soldier in His army. It is to live a life of faith in God, a fighting 

life, remembering that here we have no abiding city, no certain dwelling place, but only a home 

eternal in the Father’s House above. Such would be the life: may the Lord alone guide you.” 

 

Someone mentioned recently that we aren’t a church planting church… while our recent history 

may have bolstered a number of other churches, we aren’t ready for planting. Probably right 

from a numeric perspective, but we must be a planting church in our mentality. That must be 

the goal, to grow and multiply the church - ours and others.  

 

Living to have redemptive influence where we are, but also poised to launch others to bring the 

rescue of Jesus to new corners of our world.  

 

And to do that, we need people! 

 

3) Many  

 

They are never alone. The mission of the church goes forward in teams. Jesus modeled it for us 

by sending his disciples out in pairs. Paul and Barnabas modeled it for us and now continue as 

they go with new team members. A gospel posse bringing good news to the weary.  

 

Ministry is done together. Churches have elders, the Spirit gifts everyone in the body for the 

flourishing of the church, and those sent in the movement of the church don’t go alone.  

 

This is a jolt sometimes for our American individualism. Where everything is so self-focused - 

what I can achieve, who I can reach on my own… but we are meant for a family that is on 

mission together.  

 

This is also where we believe Luke, the author of Acts, joins the missionary band. His writing 

shifts from “they” to “we” here. So it is Paul, Silas, Timothy, others and Luke! To support each 

other, to remind each other of their identity in Christ and to preach together, exposing Christ 

wherever it is they go.  

 

Trust me, life and mission are better with others! Multiplication is multitudinous! It is the many, 

following Christ together.  

 

But not everyone is at the same place, in experience or even spiritual maturity. So the church 

works for maturity of those that are part and those we raise up.  

 

4) Mentoring  

 

As they move they pick people up.  

 



While in Lystra Paul meets Timothy, a young man, a believer that he wants to join the mission. 

So Paul takes Timothy under his wing and the journey continues.  

 

This will be a lifelong relationship for training, challenging, encouraging. Paul and Timothy, the 

apostle mentoring the young man for ministry and life.  

 

Something seemingly strange happens here though that we don’t want to skip over.  

 

Acts 16:3 “Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him 

because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.” 

(ESV) 

 

The purpose of this journey was to communicate the decision of the Jerusalem Council which 

said that gentile believers did not need to be circumcised for salvation - yet it is the first thing 

Paul does for Timothy.  

 

But it is not securing his salvation, it is removing a barrier to his witness. Timothy, who’s mother 

is a Jew, and father a Greek carries the lineage to worship among other Jews and since it is 

Paul’s MO to visit synagogues first, he eliminates the questions that would be a distraction to the 

gospel being preached.  

 

“Context and motivation are critical to Paul. He argues strongly against being circumcised if 

those arguing for circumcision believe that it is necessary in order to please God; yet if the 

motivation is to remove barriers to people hearing about the grace of God, Paul will gladly give 

up any number of cultural practices or preferences.” GTB 

 

This matches his writing and leading. He will argue that Titus does not need to be circumcised 

later and he will rail against the legalistic notions of the false teachers that come up in the 

church. But he advocates also for the believer’s sacrifice of rights out of care for others. Timothy 

gets an unforgettable lesson in it right off the bat.  

 

Paul seems to always be looking to the next generation of leaders, picking them and training 

them up. This is the way of multiplication. Pollinating the next generation that they would 

bloom and go forth in the gospel.  

 

Thankful for two young men we have as interim leaders, still more meeting each month to talk 

through gospel issues and we want to be a team of leaders on the lookout, to raise up who's next, 

in every role in the church. Those we will send and those that will take our place.  

 

Mentoring each other, discipling, training, encouraging, challenging, supporting.  

 

This is the way of multiplication of the church. So it is messy, there is movement, many are 

involved and there is mentoring…  



5) Spirit Motivated  

 

As the apostolic team visits churches, they try to go into Bithnyia, to go to Asia, but the Spirit 

forbid them to go. They were not allowed to enter certain places… Luke doesn’t tell us exactly 

how the Holy Spirit communicated the ban on Asia or how Paul knew that Jesus was keeping 

them from going to a specific territory.  

 

Maybe an unease, maybe sickness, maybe weather. But no matter how, we see the team follow 

the guidance. We do know these are people that as part of the church were at times fasting and 

praying, seeking guidance, wisdom, power for the ministry. Never taking on the work in their 

own strength, but relentlessly turning to the Spirit for strength, for the miraculous. And they are 

motivated by the Spirit’s prompting. Yielding to his direction.  

 

And in a vision, a man of Macedonia calls to Paul to come over and help. To make way to Europe 

to bring the gospel to ears that have never heard.  

 

Acts 16:10 “And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into 

Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.” (ESV) 

 

“Nothing makes a person strong like hearing someone cry for help! You can be walking down the 

street completely fatigued so that you would like to lie down on the curb and go to sleep, but 

then you hear a cry - someone is in trouble! - and you completely forget your weariness. Paul 

and his associates moved forward in the power of Christ’s strength.” Hughes  

 

Paul’s team may have had experience in Asia, may have had friends there or a strategy for it, but 

the Spirit had a better plan for them. And when God calls, you go. Maybe it was timing, maybe it 

was their gifting. Whatever, it is his plan.  

 

In our day we spend so much time trying to get the Spirit to yield to our plans that we miss his 

direction, and he has to bring things in our way so we get the message. Once we recognize our 

need for help, our need for guidance, for strength, then we seek and follow.  

 

God leads us according to his own perfect plan for our lives and ministries. We must be careful 

not to box God in by our prior experience.  

 

This is obedience. The church multiplied is an obedient church - yielding plans and strategy to 

the work of the Spirit.  

 

I am sure it seemed like disruption at first, not being able to go into Asia, but it was purposed. So 

in our lives it might seem like yielding to the Spirit is disruption, and it probably should be! But 

it is purposed. Not unlike knowing the Lord is calling you to move and you do nothing about it, 

so he has the school district raise the rent to motivate you…  

 



I want to yield more, be obedient immediately. (Training Ewen to respond immediately! 

Frustrating.) Then the Spirit nudges and I am like “nah!” Don’t spank me Spirit! I want to obey.  

 

Multiplication is Spirit Motivated.  

 

There you have it. Acts 15:36-16:10. A model of multiplication for the church. It is messy, there 

is movement, it is of the many, there is mentoring and it is Spirit motivated.  

 

My next book can be on multiplication and leadership in the church! But if we leave it there, we 

miss the gravy. If we think the Bible is merely a collection of leadership principles, we are likely 

bending it to our purpose and not the other way round.  

 

As the Church multiplies it is strengthened in the faith.  

 

Acts 16:5 “So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers 

daily.” (ESV) 

 

They were not strengthened by their systems, the organization Paul had created. They were not 

even strengthened by the character of the people sent to preach, as good as it was. They certainly 

aren’t strengthened in the faith because the mess of tension and disagreement.  

 

The church doesn’t grow, increase in numbers daily, because Timothy is mentored well.  

 

The church is strengthened, they are refreshed, empowered, and enlivened by the gospel! The 

good news of salvation, sanctification and all of like in Christ. Rescued, reshaped into family, 

redeemed for the renewal of others and all things.  

 

The main thing stays the main thing. Jesus, the God-man lived perfectly under the law in you 

place. He also died a death your disobedience to God earned. He covered your sin with his blood. 

And he gives you identity, newness and hope in his resurrection. By his Spirit he is making 

things right, restoring what was once lost, claiming his children along the way through the 

rescued crowds who cling to him.  

 

“The gospel of Christ’s apostles is the gospel of God‘s free grace, of his undeserved love for 

sinners in the death of his son in our place. Further, it is the gospel of God sufficient grace. It 

cannot be regarded either as a supplement to something else or as needing to be supplemented 

by something else without being undermined.” 

 

This truth is how we live through the mess, how we are motivated for movement, how we have a 

family of many people. It is why we mentor that future generations will taste and see that the 

Lord is good. And it is why we submit to the Spirit in our lives because we know the story, we 

know his plan is better, his fullness is worth it.  

 



The gospel keeps it all together!  

 

As the Church multiplies it is strengthened in the faith.  

 

Let’s get in on it.  

 

Believe in him. Be saved.  

 

Cling to Jesus and each other in the mess. Things will get hard. Trust Jesus. Forgive one another 

and move forward.  

 

GO with each other, on mission as a family, and bring others with you, train them up. Let them 

into your life to see your reliance on Jesus.  

 

Seek the Spirit for guidance and power. It’s not antiquated. The Spirit is at work today. Yield to 

him, obey. See his power unleashed for the multiplication of the church.  

 

Part of history as we lean into the purpose of Christ, with one another, empowered for all of life 

and the glory of Jesus. Onto the next chapter!  

 


