
Sermon on Acts 18:1-11 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

As I sat there in a lunchtime daze… tired and only through half of the day! Onto the screen 

appears the question: “What would you do with more energy?” Then various people of different 

ages answer the question, they would be more productive, nicer to other people, healthier, more 

apt to work out… and on it went.  

 

All you needed for this energy what the Superbeets powder drink!.. ‘Order now and we will 

double your order for twice the cost!’ After I ordered a case of it… It had me thinking, what 

would I do with more spiritual energy? 

 

More desire, more real power in life to fight sin, to evangelize, to be quick to obey and quick to 

repent. What would a spiritually supercharged life look like?  

 

As I thought of it, and the Spirit gently worked some reminder into my heart, it is not some 

powder drink of spiritualism I need, or you need, but it is recognizing all that we already have as 

those that believe in and belong to Jesus. Those united to Christ in faith come already 

supercharged in there identity as redeemed co-heirs with the king of the universe.  

 

We can face adversity, we can face normal life, the piles of laundry, the piles of bills, the 

neighbors to love and bosses to serve, we can face the calendar full of demands, the spouse to 

sacrifice for, the lost to share Jesus with… all empowered by what we already own in Jesus.  

 

Today we will see Paul and the reminder that keeps him going, hopefully recognizing how it is 

for us too.  

 

In Jesus we have the presence and protection to keep going.  

 

Acts 18:1-11 

 

Paul keeps going on his missionary journey. From Athens he has come to Corinth - the bustling 

metropolis that rivals Athens in wealth and acclaim. Also rivaling them for the idol worship that 

goes on, the culture that is self-oriented and indulgent above all things.  

 

Here Paul meets some key friends and then focuses his attention to the “Gentile” fruit that is 

ripe for harvest. In doing so God gives Paul a vision - a call to keep going - but also a reminder of 

previous promises for those that believe in Jesus.  

 

Gleaning from this story and the vision from the Lord we want to ask if it is something for us - 

promises made to the apostle that apply to us in this place in 2018. Let me remove any 

anticipation, and answer yes!  

 

In Jesus we have the presence and protection to keep going.  



 

Let’s look at what this means through three movements - Your place is purposeful, you have the 

presence of Christ, and being in Him is the promise of protection.  

 

1) Your Place is Purposeful  

 

This idea flows from what we heard in Acts 17, Paul’s sermon to the Areopagus in Athens - that 

God has allotted seasons and set the boundaries of all of humanity so that we would seek him.  

 

No place on accident, all with intention, all for a purpose.  

 

Here we meet Aquila and Priscilla. New named characters in the story that we will find having 

significant impact in the future of the church. This couple will be major partners in the ministry.  

 

Both husband and wife have a role in ministry and teaching others… but they didn’t plan to meet 

up with Paul. They are not in Corinth by design per se. They were in Rome until the emperor 

exiled all Jews - because the disturbance in synagogues most likely due to the Christian message 

spreading.  

 

It is likely this is not their “strategic” location for life and flourishing. They may have desired to 

be in Rome, that is where their life was… but adversity brings them to Corinth.  

 

Much of our life is longing for the ideal - the perfect set-up, neighborhood, location… ‘I will live 

the life I was meant to live if…’ But the providence of God at work often leads us to alleyways 

and experiences we may have not designed or desired. Still in those places, and probably more 

meaningfully there, we find purpose and the real power of Christ to keep going “ideal” or not.  

 

Your place has purpose. It might be that it is a stopover and the path the another place, but 

every moment is holy, every tick of the clock has purpose and you have been placed there by God 

to seek him and to live out his purpose in your life.  

 

This is not a surrender of planning and pursuing something different in life - much of that is 

from the Lord’s inspiration - but it is about thriving wherever and whenever you are.  

 

Paul meets this couple because of the work they do as tentmakers. It is a shared trade among 

them, leather workers. They partner and the ministry goes on because of it.  

 

Their vocation - their calling is to spread abroad the message of forgiveness in Jesus and they 

are able to do so through their work, it funds and facilitates their ministry.  

 

 



Your vocation matters - first your call to serve Christ with the gifts and skills he has given you - 

and also the job that you have, the passions you pursue. All of it is for the glory of Jesus and the 

good of the city you are in.  

 

Corinth gets quality tents and the promise of eternity with their creator! Pretty good deal. God’s 

economy is not something of what we would only describe as spiritual enterprise - the church - 

but it is the body of Christ as a redemptive influence wherever they are.  

 

The equipping for ministry we are meant to do is helping each other recognize that our place has 

purpose. Our catalogue of experiences are valuable, there is power in our collective use of gifts.  

 

Thankful for ministry partners like Flourish San Diego - “help people and churches flourish 

into the fullness of who they were created to be so they can join God in flourishing our city and 

world.” 

 

Not only your gifting/job as a place, but also your geography.  

 

As Paul is preaching in the synagogue he was opposed once again so he washes his hands and 

move on to the Gentile population of the city. But notice where he stayed: “And he left there and 

went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. His house was next door to 

the synagogue.” Acts 18:7 (ESV) 

 

Paul remains in strategic proximity to the lost. Just as Jesus moves into the neighborhood of 

humanity to seek and save the lost, his people recognize his purpose in the place we live - the 

neighbors we have. We are invited into intentional proximity, making choices for fruitful 

ministry and opportunity - not just the checklist of needs the world finds important.  

 

Jesus uses the work, the call and the physical location of Paul, of Priscilla and Aquila and 

everyone else in the kingdom of God for his glory, for his redemptive purpose. Your place has 

purpose.  

 

Let that energize you!  

 

But not only is your place purposeful, you are never alone.  

 

2) Presence of Christ 

 

Certainly you have other believers, the church for community, equipping and care. But even if 

these fellow saints were absent, Jesus remains not merely as co-pilot but as a energizing and 

empowering presence. This is the mystical reality of life in Christ.  

 

Our union with him - made one in faith - by believing in him. We now dwell with him in 

heavenly places and he dwells within us, always present.  



Paul faces the weight and difficulty of ministry and it is Christ’s presence that sustains him.  

 

Acts 18:9–10 “And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on 

speaking and do not be silent, [10] for I am with you…” 

 

I love the image of a shy child - you try to push them to order food or ask people questions and 

in their anxiety of it they say “if you go with me!”  

 

This is us in life isn’t it? Jesus I will do what you have set before me, if you go with me! And he is 

like, duh, that was the point all along.  

 

Matthew 28:18–20 “And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. [19] Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (ESV) 

 

“Why did he end like that? Because he knows we’re all cowards. We’re all frightened. We’re all 

discouraged. We’re all easily depressed. We’re all over the place. How are we going to make such 

a commitment? I can’t carry it through — I’m a basket case. 

 

“And our only hope is when you wake up in the morning and say, Jesus is going to be there. 

When you go to bed at night, Jesus will be there. When you talk to your first person, and they 

roll their eyes, he’s going to be there. When they arrest you and question you, Jesus will be there. 

At the visa, he’ll be there. At customs, he’s there. 

 

Jesus is always there, and he has all authority in heaven and on earth. Go make disciples.” John 

Piper 

 

This is the place of power to keep going.  

 

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (ESV) 

 

John 17:20–21 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through 

their word, [21] that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they 

also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. (ESV) 

 

This is what casts out fear - he is with us. This is what empowers us to keep going through 

adversity… it is not our level of faith that changes our station but the presence of Christ that 

change you in whatever station you are in.  

 

His presence fuels us to last - Paul preaches and remains with the church in Corinth a year and a 

half.  



 

It is his presence that frees us to make decisions about place that make a difference not 

motivated by the usual influences but by his presence. 

 

Hebrews 13:5–6 “Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, 

for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” [6] So we can confidently say, “The Lord 

is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?” (ESV) 

 

We can keep going knowing our place has purpose and Christ is present… but also did you notice 

- there is a promise of protection.  

 

3) Promise of Protection  

 

Acts 18:9–10 “And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on 

speaking and do not be silent, [10] for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, 

for I have many in this city who are my people.” (ESV) 

 

Paul knows harm… he needs protection! 

 

Specifically here it is promise for Paul in that moment in Corinth. By the presence of Christ he is 

protected, no harm will come to him as there are many in the city destined for relationship with 

Jesus. So we have to be careful that we don’t read into this our preference for the absence of 

suffering.  

 

But when we are living the purpose of Christ we are ultimately protected.  

 

Protected from the wrath of God against sin by the blood of Christ - the seal of our new covenant 

with him.  

 

Persecution may come but you are eternally protected in Jesus.  

 

Matthew 10:28–33 “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather 

fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. [29] Are not two sparrows sold for a 

penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. [30] But even the 

hairs of your head are all numbered. [31] Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many 

sparrows. [32] So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before 

my Father who is in heaven, [33] but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my 

Father who is in heaven.” (ESV) 

 

This promise of protection is for you in the places you are, because of the presence of Christ with 

and in you.  

 

 



In Jesus we have the presence and protection to keep going.  

 

“Christ offers believers both of these promises. We are protected from the wrath of God through 

his death as our substitute. We also possess the promise of God’s presence through the Holy 

Spirit as we partner in his mission (Matt. 28:18–20; John 14:18, 27). Knowing that God himself 

dwells within us allows us to press forward through adversity. It is God’s presence (“I am with 

you”; Acts 18:10) that not only energizes believers but protects them in the midst of fear, anxiety, 

and doubt.” 

 

Wherever you are this morning… whatever it is you are experiencing… if you have believed in 

Jesus for salvation, he is with you. You are protected in him come what may and it has purpose 

for his glory and your good.  

 

As we walk away from this account of the church’s birth in Corinth, what might we do in 

response.  
 

Notice Christ’s words in Matthew 10 “So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, [33] but whoever denies me before men, I also 

will deny before my Father who is in heaven.” 

 

Believe in him, his life lived for you, his death as your substitute, and his resurrection as proof of 

your new life in him.  

 

Be present - lean into your place, vocation, the purpose of God in your life.  

 

Rely on the presence of Christ. Seek to experience it more, find Jesus in Scripture, in 

community, in worship and in sharing him with others.  

 

Rest in his protection - it is finished! You are as secure as Jesus is this moment and every 

one to come. Let this fuel your joy, and give you rest in the adversity, anxiety of life.  

 

The adventure is before us… life in Christ, with Christ, empowered and protected by Christ. 

Lifting his name high, living into the flourishing of our neighbors, our community and our 

church. Walking out the purpose together.  

 

“What would you do with more energy?!” Know you have all you need and more in Christ. His 

presence, his protection and his purpose for you and the kingdom of God. Dwell in it. Resolve to 

be reminded of it at every turn. Rejoice in the loving kindness of the Lord to stir us to keep 

going.  

 

 

https://www.esv.org/Matthew+28%3A18%E2%80%9320/
https://www.esv.org/John+14%3A18%2C+14%3A27/
https://www.esv.org/Acts+18%3A10/

