
Sermon on Acts 18:24-19:7 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear…”  

 

This week, a people that crave distraction - which is most of us - were obsessed briefly with an audio clip 

making its way through social media. Passionate champions claim the truth of their point and maybe even a 

few relationships met their end… all over you heard “Yanni or Laurel.” It turns out that if you hear better in 

high registers you were a Yanni person, and low Laurel… But it was Laurel.  

 

What we hear matters. Much of paying attention in life is hearing correctly.  

 

We could miss some vital information - something that could change our lives. And rarely is it that two things 

are being said - there is one true thing - if you miss that - what a tragedy if it is important!  

 

That’s what we have in today’s text. An incomplete hearing, missing information meant to change lives. 

Thankfully this truth won’t stay hidden or misunderstood… it will always come to light and transform, and 

that’s just what happens.  

 

The good news of Jesus, the way of God, matches the sin of humanity with perfect forgiveness 

and power to live.  

  

Acts 18:24-19:7  

 

Context - The second missionary journey of Paul has come to an end. Paul’s ministry in Corinth was successful, 

the church is planted and roots are going deep.  He had been brought before the ruling council but was not 

found guilty of any crime. He then took Priscilla and Aquila with him on his trip to Antioch.  

 

He leaves his new partners in ministry in Ephesus and promises to return if the Lord wills it. And then Luke, 

the author, gives us a little diversion into the ministry of someone else (probably because Luke was there to see 

it). The ministry beginning of Apollos.  

He is passionate - educated (being from Alexandria home to the world’s largest library at the time and known 

for intellectual pursuits), he was a Jew, and he had a gift - a preacher on fire!  

 

But Apollos was only singing part of the gospel song… he was missing the chorus, the most important part!  

 

There is friendly correction and redirection that only produces more fruit in the kingdom. We want more fruit 

in the kingdom! We also want to ensure we have heard correctly. Frankly, sometimes we get the gospel wrong… 

we hear an emphasis and miss what is actually good about this news. Or we hear the good part but neglect the 

fullness of it.  

 

The good news of Jesus, the way of God, matches the sin of humanity with perfect forgiveness 

and power to live.  

 

As we go this morning we want to hear the weight of the gospel, the gift of the gospel and the glory of the 

gospel.  

 

1) Weight of the Gospel  

 



 

What is so heavy about this good news? It’s the truth that something is tragically wrong in humanity, that 

something is missing and needed among us.  

 

This is the verse that Apollos is good at singing. “being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the 

things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John.” (ESV) 

 

How do you do that? Teach accurately things concerning Jesus but only know the baptism of John? What does 

that mean? 

 

“All of history up to that point belonged to the old covenant or redemption, so John’s baptism must not be 

confused with the sign of the new covenant, which was inaugurated by Christ. John’s baptism was directed to 

the Jews and those who heard of John’s message. John had disciples who went around baptizing, and their 

message was one of repentance because of the historical crisis then at hand. John’s message was this: “The 

Messiah is coming. Your Savior is at the door, and you are not ready. You are still unclean, so you need to 

undergo a rite of cleansing to prepare yourself for the coming of the king, and after He comes, He will baptize 

you with the Spirit.” John pointed ahead to one whose baptism was superior to his own.” Sproul  

 

Apollos seemingly had been a disciple of John the Baptist, he has obediently been baptized into repentance, 

and he was looking for the coming Messiah. But he did not know the meaning of the cross. He was not familiar 

with the fact of the Resurrection or the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  

 

He is teaching then from Scripture the promises of a Messiah of a Savior and that Jews should get ready so they 

wouldn’t be surprised when he came. The anticipation of the Christ, the anointed One.  

 

Apollos may even have been aware who Jesus was - a teacher in Judea - maybe even familiar with some of his 

teaching - sermon on the Mount. But somehow, Apollos hadn’t heard of the cross and resurrection of Jesus. He 

missed those indispensable truths that make the gospel the good news of God.  

 

He had repentance on lock down - imagining at the end of his preaching there was weeping and a line to be 

baptised into repentance! With passion he clearly diagnosed a world in need of a Savior - and he left people 

hoping for one.  

 

This is not all that far off from what many in our day hear of the gospel. The first first verse on repeat over and 

over - we are sinful, disobedient toward God, ignoring him and making ourselves into gods. Then we hear a 

message of getting cleaned up before we come… get your life right… left in perpetual motion never quite clean 

enough.  

 

What have we heard of Jesus? Of this gospel. Here is the weight of it. You are meant for a relationship with the 

Creator of the universe, but by heredity and your own choice and action you are incapable, unrighteous and 

only the perfect can dwell in the eternal home of God. “Repent for the kingdom of God is at hand!” 

 

But Apollos is not left to go on preaching a partial gospel, Priscilla and Aquila are prepared to lovingly teach 

him the second verse of the song, to sing with him so he gets it.  

 

Not at all arrogant, Apollos hears it, what he had hoped for, who he had been proclaiming had come, it was 

Jesus. He humbly hears the way of God more accurately.  

 



“As equipped and competent as we might feel there’s always room to expand in our expertise and delivery of 

the infinite depths of the gospel.” LL 

 

Here is the benefit of Christian community as correction is lovingly brought - taken aside rather than publicly 

challenge him.  

 

It is the next verse that really gets things going… And he keeps going, an important preacher in the first 

century. Because not only did he know the weight of the gospel but now he could preach the gift of the gospel.  

 

2) Gift of the Gospel 

 

Shane & Shane, Embracing Accusation.  
 

“The father of lies coming to steal, kill and destroy 

All my hopes of being good enough 

I hear him saying, "Cursed are the ones who can't abide" 

He's right, Hallelujah, he's right 

The devil is preaching the song of the redeemed 

That I am cursed and gone astray 

I cannot gain salvation, embracing accusation 

Could the father of lies be telling the truth 

Of God to me tonight? 

If the penalty of sin is death, then death is mine 

I hear him saying, "Cursed are the ones who can't abide" 

He's right, Hallelujah, he's right 

The devil is preaching the song of the redeemed 

That I am cursed and gone astray 

I cannot gain salvation 

Oh, the devil's singing over me an age old song 

That I am cursed and gone astray 

Singing the first verse so conveniently over me 

He's forgotten the refrain, Jesus saves 

He redeemed us from the curse of the Law…” 

 

Apollos learned the refrain and the church flourished. The gift of the gospel is the grace of Christ. And this 

grace goes to all the corners of our lives where we have only heard the weight of the gospel… it shines light and 

brings peace, joy, purpose.  

 

Apollos’ preaching moves from anticipating the Messiah to making him known. Preaching Jesus. The 

forgiveness of sins through belief in his work on the cross to satisfy the wrath against sin that we deserved.  

 

Ephesians 1:3–10 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, [4] even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love [5] he predestined us for adoption to himself as 

sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, [6] to the praise of his glorious grace, with 

which he has blessed us in the Beloved. [7] In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 

our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, [8] which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight [9] 



making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ [10] as a plan 

for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.” (ESV) 

 

Humble Apollos is transformed by this message and he takes it abroad. He preaches forgiveness and new life in 

Christ. He greatly helped those that believed. He powerfully refuted the Jews in public showing by Scripture - 

the Old Testament - that Jesus was the Christ.  

 

In the noise of life we must determine that this refrain is not drowned out. The little law we create for 

ourselves, the new weights we attempt to carry. Jesus has finished the work necessary on the cross and 

believing in him we are adopted in, made family, secure forever in him. A gift lavished upon us. Wave after 

wave of grace for all of life.  

 

It is glorious… and when we have a “Gospel Wakefulness” like Apollos, everything changes. We can rest in 

Christ, lean into his purpose for life, share him with others as the hope of humanity that he is.  

 

While the gift is eternally good, it's not all, there is more. We are meant to feel the weight of the gospel, and be 

relieved, renewed and redeemed by the gift of the gospel… and helped by what comes with it.  

 

The good news of Jesus, the way of God, matches the sin of humanity with perfect forgiveness 

and power to live.  

 

3) Glory of the Gospel  

 

Ephesians 1:11–14 “In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the 

purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, [12] so that we who were the first to 

hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. [13] In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, [14] who is the 

guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. (ESV) 

 

Paul re-enters the story coming across disciples not fully-formed. “And he said to them, “Did you receive the 

Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” (ESV) 

Maybe recipients of Apollos’ early preaching, disciples of John the Baptist,  baptized into repentance. Meant to 

believe in the One who came after him - Jesus.  

 

“That they had not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit indicates they had not heard of the outpouring of the 

Spirit at Pentecost, and therefore they probably had not heard much of Jesus’ life and ministry, and certainly 

not of his death and resurrection.” ESV Study  

 

Baptized in the name of Jesus and as Paul is laying hands on them in prayer they are filled with the Spirit and 

begin to speak in tongues and prophecy.  

 

Just like the founding of the church at Pentecost, when the disciples waited in the upper room for the promised 

helper, and he came as tongues of fire, opening their mouths to preach Jesus in all languages.  

 

“This was a mini-Pentecost. We see the Pentecost experience four times in the book of Acts: to Jewish believers 

in Jerusalem, to Samaritans through Philip, to the Gentiles by Peter, and here to dispersed Jews through Paul.” 

Hughes  

 



The Spirit completes the circle - everyone is indwelt at belief in Jesus - none is left out. The Spirit comes in the 

miraculous, evidences hear in dramatic fashion - and also comes as the paraclete, the HELPER for all of life - 

tangible promised presence of Jesus.  

 

We might be inclined to grasp the weight and gift of the gospel thinking we have heard it all… but we are also 

meant for the glory of the gospel. For the Holy Spirit’s sealing, the spirit of adoption making us family, fueling 

ministry and life. 

 

“Every true believer has received the Holy Spirit and has been empowered from on high to be a participant in 

the ministry of Christ.” Sproul  

 

John 7:37–38 “On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let 

him come to me and drink. [38] Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow 

rivers of living water.’” (ESV) 

 

Invited to drink of Christ and be filled with living water, the Holy Spirit. Power for life. Don’t miss the fullness. 

The gospel is forgiveness in Christ but also the promise of the power of the Holy Spirit. Refuse to live unaware!  

 

Be like Apollos, like these disciples encountered by Paul… be made new by the glory of the gospel.  

 

“Belief releases the ever-fresh power of the Holy Spirit within us. Colossians 2:6 says, “Just as you received 

Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him.” That is, “You received him by an act of humble believing, so now 

keep on believing in him, so you will demonstrate the life of the Holy Spirit.” When there is no evidence of the 

working of the Holy Spirit in our lives - no power, no joy, no grace - we are not believing in him.” 

 

What of the vibrancy that the Spirit brings to life and faith? 

 

“We may have believed in Christ five years ago or twenty years ago… but perhaps today there is no vitality. Our 

life has a bedrock of faith, but because of unbelief there is no freshness. We need to come back to square one - 

the foot of the cross - and again cast everything on Jesus.” Hughes  

 

The church today needs a new appropriation of the vitality and life of the Spirit of God. To be enthused by the 

Spirit. And that is the point of the church. Not just some well-worn strategies for gathering a crowd. Not even 

the distinctives we might land on, the parts of the gospel we hear most clearly and cling to… but to be radically 

transformed, equipped and supercharged by the weight, gift and glory of the gospel.  

 

The good news of Jesus, the way of God, matches the sin of humanity with perfect forgiveness 

and power to live.  

 

Is the Spirit lovingly taking you aside today to ensure you hear the whole thing? Is he singing over your the 

chorus of forgiveness once for all in Christ, of the helper that has come to guide, enliven and super-naturalize 

your life?  

 

Humbly come and meet Jesus. Humbly come and receive power from the Spirit for the purpose of Christ 

in your life. Don’t miss the whole song. Hear “It is finished” being declared over you.  

 

"Listen, son. Half-hearted Christians are the most miserable people of all. They know enough about God to feel 

guilty, but they haven’t gone far enough with Christ to be happy. Be all-out for him!" 



 

 

When the power comes… be witnesses of Jesus. Keep telling the way of God more accurately. We don’t know 

what has been heard when we engage others, what baggage they have, but we do play a role as the ones God 

makes his appeal through. So tell of the weight, give the gift of grace and seek the glory by the Spirit.  

 

“Dear exhausted Christian, maybe you feel small, overlooked, overwhelmed. But the truth is, your steady 

obedience to Jesus, one step at a time, is making a crucial contribution to history, by His hidden power, far 

beyond your calculations or even your awareness. You so matter.” Ray 

 

The good news of Jesus, the way of God, matches the sin of humanity with perfect forgiveness 

and power to live.  

 

John Wesley - He had pedigree for ministry. The son of a clergyman and a dedicated, godly mother… he was 

privileged and became a double professor of Greek and Logic while serving as his father’s assistant as an 

ordained minister in the church. He then went to Oxford and was part of the “Holy Club,” named so as they 

attempted to cultivate deep spiritual lives. He then accepted a missionary call to American Indians in Georgia… 

where he failed miserably and was forced to return to England.  

 

On an earlier voyage he encountered Moravians so when back in London he sought them out and was clearly 

convinced of his unbelief. “In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street where one 

was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, whole he was 

describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I 

felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me, that he had taken away my 

sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” 

 

Maybe a modern Apollos, or John Wesley, is here today, or they are your nextdoor neighbor, or the Imam of 

the local mosque, the server at lunch, the refugee at your school, the mother exhausted in the grocery line, the 

old friend, the immigrant mowing your lawn… Who will take them aside for the glory of Jesus? 

 

May we be Priscillas and Aquilas, by the Spirit may we be Apollos’ and disciples made new… for the glory of 

Jesus.  


