
Sermon on Acts 2:1-13 prepare by Jonathan Shradar  

 

As we dive into the birth of the church, the miraculous event of Acts 2, we will see that: The 

Spirit’s power spotlights the gospel, for all people in all of life.  

 

Acts 2:1-13 “When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. [2] And 

suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire 

house where they were sitting. [3] And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on 

each one of them. [4] And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

 

[5] Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 

[6] And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one 

was hearing them speak in his own language. [7] And they were amazed and astonished, saying, 

“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? [8] And how is it that we hear, each of us in his 

own native language? [9] Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, 

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, [10] Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, [11] both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 

Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” [12] And all were 

amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” [13] But others mocking 

said, “They are filled with new wine.” (ESV) 

 

Prayer - we need your help to talk about you!  

 

The Spirit’s power spotlights the gospel, for all people in all of life. 

 

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses to 

the end of the earth.”  

 

Jesus has given a promise, and a command. He has indicated not only a task, a life to be lived, 

but the way to live it, empowered by his Spirit. And the apostles, along with a hundred or so 

more followers of Christ, obediently waited. In the upper room praying with unity, following 

commands of Scripture to replace Judas.  

 

We come then to this Pentecost scene, the church lit like a torch to illuminate the world with the 

mighty works of God in Christ. When we talk about  the Holy Spirit there can be a hesitancy, an 

eggshell caution (at least for some!) For others a headlong sprint into specific experience. This 

morning we will walk the middle way and witness the miracle, and what the Spirit does, then 

think of how he continues to work. None of us would be Christian if it were not for this moment 

in history.  

 

If the Spirit does not come in power, the movement of Christ stays bound to  small band of 

people who witnessed the cross and resurrection. Bound to ethnicity, to geography. And without 



this ignition none of our hearts are renovated in a way we can believe in Jesus. And because the 

Spirit is so central to the birth, growth and sustaining of the church, we are as much in need of 

his ministry, his miracles and what he spotlights as we ever have been.  

 

All together in one place, in the crowded room near enough to the temple in Jerusalem. 

Expectancy as high as ever, ten days of praying and waiting.  

 

Then suddenly, the atmosphere changes. There is not a subtle coolness like the AC kicked on. 

There is not a gentle breeze as a sweet reminder of God’s presence… There came from Heaven, a 

sound like a mighty rushing wind and it filled the entire house where they were waiting. Divided 

tongues as of fire rested on each one of them and they all were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gave them words.  

 

The promised power has come.  

 

1) Power is miraculous  

 

Joel 2:27-29 “You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your 

God and there is none else. And my people shall never again be put to shame. “And it shall come 

to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall 

prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. [29] Even on 

the male and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit.” (ESV) 

 

The Spirit poured out, filling those that believe and follow Jesus. That the Father loves his 

people enough to send his son empowered for ministry and set to face the cross is profound.  

 

But this outpouring/arrival is “hold your hats” wild!  

 

The apostles did not create the perfect environment - at least Luke hasn’t told us - there are no 

dim lights, no fog machines, no music, even if there was it was drowned out by the move of the 

Spirit.  

 

Something radical happened.  

 

“The mighty power of the Holy Spirit came roaring through a room filled with people whom 

Jesus had selected to be there to receive power from heaven to fulfill their mission in this world, 

and they heard the wind.” RC Sproul  

 

A number of people last week in social media shared video of the winds of Hurricane Irma - the 

volume is unsettling - this is the upper room at this moment. You can’t miss what is going on, 

the whole house hears it, this gail of the Spirit descending, filling everyone there.  

 



The miraculous move proving God is up to something. The wind present at creation, the RUach 

(breath, spirit) appearing through the grand redemptive story cranks up the volume and brings 

fire.  

 

Imagery is amazing - Fire as a source of light - “putting a searchlight on the word for our 

understanding” and the fire also symbolizes ardor, warmth, and affection.” God’s presence 

among them.  

 

“The apostles now had God’s life-giving Spirit in a more intimate and powerful way than they 

had ever known.”  

 

But more than a personal filling - which it certainly was - the Spirit does something, it gives 

power that activates something in the apostles… it gives the language and words to witness of 

Jesus… to praise God for his mighty works. Not here a personal language (prayer) but a 

proclamation of Christ in varied languages unknown to the speaker.  

 

The power’s arrival brings the witness to the world.  

 

2) Power has global reach  

 

Pentecost, a festival celebrating harvest, the giving of the law at Sinai… arguably the most well 

attended feast. Highest number of pilgrims in Jerusalem as it was the best time of year to travel 

the distance.  

 

In Jerusalem there were dwelling devout Jews from every nation under heaven… Acts 2:6-8 

“And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one 

was hearing them speak in his own language. [7] And they were amazed and astonished, saying, 

“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? [8] And how is it that we hear, each of us in his 

own native language?” (ESV) 

 

The Spirit rolling back the discipline of Babel - not losing the diversity of language or ethnicity, 

but making the message for all.  

 

The witness is not just for a special class of people, the kind of devout people that live and 

originate in one spot in Judea… it is for everyone, all those pursuing God, light-skinned, dark, 

even the white Romans… The entire house, the entire city, the entire world at this moment. 

Hearing the mighty works of God in their own language. Not a new language to learn, or a 

password to decipher… the gospel of Christ coming to all.  

 

This miracle has societal ramifications through the church - the removal of barriers, and oh how 

the church has sinfully gotten this wrong in so many ways… this is a message of Jesus for all 

people…  

 



“Pentecost stands as a mighty demonstration of God’s pursuit of worshipers from every tongue… 

a little foretaste of the global “multitude” that will one day unite in praise to the Lamb.” Merida  

God is glorified in Christ-exalting unity amid blessed diversity. And it begins at Pentecost.  

 

Not just the apostles... all the regular peeps receive power.  

 

“Pentecost was a watershed moment in the history of the church. The day of Pentecost was that 

moment in redemptive history when God unlocked the power of the Holy Spirit and gave it to 

His church, not just for those who were gathered there, but to the church of every age and to 

every Christian throughout time. That wind, that fire, is as much for us today as it was for those 

gathered in the upper room. We are to be people of the Holy Spirit, as well as of the Son and the 

Father.” Sproul  

 

If it is miraculous and global we might assume in need be fantastical like it is here… but it is 

what is being told that changes everything, not only how it is being told.  

 

3) Power to proclaim the gospel  

 

Acts 2:11-12 “we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” [12] And all 

were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” (ESV) 

 

The event draws the crowd… you can’t miss the wind. And as they approach they hear the good 

news of Jesus, the mighty works of God. It is not random “works” it is the witnessing that Jesus 

called the church to. “What does it mean?”  

 

“The Spirit’s coming is in continuity of God’s purpose in giving the law and yet… the Spirit’s 

coming signals the essential difference between the Jewish faith and commitment to Jesus… the 

former is Torah-centered and Torah-directed, the latter is Christ-centered and Spirit-directed.” 

Hughes 

 

John 16:14 “He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” (ESV) 

 

“A person filled with the Spirit may do a variety of activities, but all of them will magnify Jesus.” 

Merida - This is the mark of believe the church will use going forward - filled with the Spirit. 

This is our test as well - does it glorify Christ? 

 

What are they hearing? What does the Spirit’s empowered speech do to others? It tells the 

story of God’s mission in the world. Of humanity's sinfulness and disregard for God, and his 

faithfulness to set a people apart as a witness to point to the rescue coming; his faithfulness in 

love to take on the burdens of flesh… as Jesus lives obediently and puts himself forward as our 

substitute for the judgment we deserve. They hear of forgiveness in Christ… of new life in faith in 

him.  

 



And the message of this grace so glorifies Christ! In his loving kindness bringing many sons to 

repentance…  

 

The Spirit’s filling also does something in us - as if does in the church in Acts. It preaches this 

word to us as well, that we are free, loved, claimed and empowered for the life of adventure in 

following Jesus.  

 

“When the Spirit comes upon a person, He kindles that spark. He starts a flame that consumes 

the heart and soul so that the affection born that hour will increase in intensity as we grow in 

Christ… fueled by the word and prayer and the community of believers...” Sproul  

 

The filling of the Spirit empowers our proclamation of the gospel and also our embrace and 

ownership of the gospel in all of life. Connected miraculously with God by the Spirit, confirming 

the finished work of Jesus for us. That our situation is eternally settled and we are no longer 

slaves to sin but slaves to righteousness that is given to us in Jesus. Lives of repentance... 

motivated for mission!  

 

Recognizing it all as the Spirit’s work in our lives.  

 

J.I. Packer in “Keep in Step With the Spirit” tells of how the Spirit moved in the lives of 

missionaries in China in 1908… “A power has come into the church that we cannot control if we 

would. It is a miracle for a stolid, self-righteous local man to go out of his way to confess to sins 

that no torture could force out of him; for a Chinaman to demean himself to crave, weeping, the 

prayers of his fellow-believers is beyond all human explanation. Perhaps you will say it’s a sort of 

religious hysteria. So did some of us… But here we are, about sixty Scottish and Irish 

Presbyterians who have seen it - all shades of temperament - and, much as many of us shrank 

from it at first, everyone who has seen and heard what we have, every day last week, is certain 

there is only one explanation - that it is God’s Holy Spirit manifesting himself… One clause of 

the Creed that lives before us now in all its inevitable, awful solemnity is, “I believe in the Holy 

Ghost.”’  

 

And joy. Oh joy. Fully known, fully loved. Redeemed. Living knowing the gospel is enough… 

some might think we are drunk… but this is far better than anything the best wine can produce.  

 

“What does this mean?” It means that the Holy Spirit brings new life to those who believe in 

Jesus Christ, and with that life comes a continuing power to those who are continually filled. It 

means fire in our lives, individually burning away the chaff and flaming out to those around us. 

It means the truth of God going forth from us in a way we would never have dreamed of - the 

divine utterance of God through us. It means communication, joy, thankfulness, submission.” 

Hughes  

 

The Spirit’s power spotlights the gospel, for all people in all of life. 

 



Response: 

 

Be Filled - The day of Pentecost was the installation of God’s source of blessing and power for 

the benefit of his people. Now every person who turns to Christ in repentance and faith has 

access to this great source of power.  

 

Turn to Christ. Yield to the Spirit in your life. That he would fill you with the gospel, faith, 

assurance. And that he would empower you as you go to proclaim.  

 

“He will not fill our sails with the wind of the Holy Spirit unless we admit that the sails are 

empty… The key to the Spirit-filled Christian life is found in a paradox: cultivating an attitude of 

perpetual emptiness brings with it a perpetual fullness. Jesus said it like this: “Blessed are those 

who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”  

 

In our hunger… Ephesians 5:18-21 “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, 

but be filled with the Spirit, [19] addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, [20] giving thanks always and 

for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, [21] submitting to one 

another out of reverence for Christ.” (ESV) 

 

Speak - Ask for opportunity and the words to tell the mighty works of God. To each other and 

those far from Christ.  

 

This week I found myself in settings attempting to answer question that are beyond my depth… 

“I don’t know much but I know Jesus saves!”  

 

Who knows what the Lord will do through you.  

 

 

May we be so filled that the gospel is heard and the Spirit’s power, the goodness of Christ, can’t 

be denied.  

 

 “One of the memorable figures of the great Welsh revival was Bill Bray, the Cornish coal miner. 

Billy was so alive that when he would descend the shaft in the morning he would pray, “Lord, if 
any of us must be killed today, let it be me; let not one of these men die, for they are not happy 

and I am.” He was preeminently a man of joy. Once, in a somber meeting when the people were 

commiserating over their difficulties, ‘he arose smiling, and clapping his hands said: “Well, 

friends, I have been taking vinegar and honey, but praise the Lord, I have had the vinegar with a 

spoon and the honey with a ladle.” His testimony was always one of joy and victory. Speaking 

concerning the Lord, he said: “He has made me glad and no one can make me sad; He makes me 

shout and no one can make me doubt; He it is that makes me dance and leap, and the is no one 

that can keep down my feet.”’  


