
Sermon on Acts 24:14-21 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

The resurrection of Jesus is the anchor of hope for all who believe.  

 

This week I was listening to the Harvard Business Review podcast and the episode was on 

leading what they described as purpose driven businesses. Where employees give their extra 

energy to the cause. Which was fascinating because this is how the church has been built for 

millennia.  

 

As the episode wrapped up, one of the guests said that the key was retraining the workforce 

instead of being served to humbly recognizing the gift they have to give and sharing it. This is 

the Christian mission isn’t it. To recognize the gift we have and share it. Becoming fluent in the 

hope we cling to, and spreading it to others.  

 

1 Peter 3:15 “but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 

defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you;” (ESV) 

 

It won’t always be easy, and quite often it will feel like a “defense,” but if our hope is situated in 

the right place, from the central truth of our faith, then we will surely be prepared to share it. 

Paul in our text today gives us another bold example of his preparation and willingness, even in 

chains, to proclaim the whole gospel of Jesus.  

 

Acts 24:14–21 “But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I 

worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written in the 

Prophets, [15] having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that there will be a 

resurrection of both the just and the unjust. [16] So I always take pains to have a clear 

conscience toward both God and man. [17] Now after several years I came to bring alms to my 

nation and to present offerings. [18] While I was doing this, they found me purified in the 

temple, without any crowd or tumult. But some Jews from Asia—[19] they ought to be here 

before you and to make an accusation, should they have anything against me. [20] Or else let 

these men themselves say what wrongdoing they found when I stood before the council, [21] 

other than this one thing that I cried out while standing among them: ‘It is with respect to the 

resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you this day.’” (ESV) 

 

After coming to Jerusalem to bring the financial support from the churches to the saints there, 

Paul had been nearly lynched in the temple and protected by a Roman commander. Eventually 

brought to the governor’s residence in Caesarea to stand trial. A religious dispute ramped up to a 

civil issue.  

 

The closing chapters of Acts are full of opposition to the gospel which is nothing new. What’s 

new is the setting, so before the governor the High Priest brings a skilled lawyer to present the 

case and he accuses Paul - with clever false accusation.  

 



Paul is a plague… an agitator stirring up riots among Jews throughout the Roman world. A 

challenge to Pax Romana, the supposed peace of Rome.  

 

He is also the ringleader of sect, cast as the raging zealot unsettling the status quo.  

 

And thirdly he is accused of attempting to desecrate the temple - and that is why he was 

apprehended.  

 

 Of these charges Paul is quick to refute being a plague on society and a temple destroyer… He 

tells the governor of his short time in Jerusalem, twelve days, hardly enough time to round up 

the rabble in revolt. They didn’t really find him arguing in the temple or anywhere else, he was 

simply worshiping.  

 

In his defense he makes clear his orthodoxy - he believes what they are supposed to believe - 

everything in accordance with the law and written of in the prophets. He has hope in God - that 

there will be a resurrection (this life isn’t all there is) which his accusers also accept. Just a 

peaceful worshiper sought in the temple by Asian Jews out to get him.  

 

The one key difference in his hope in God though is what enraged the ruling religious council - 

his statement of being on trial concerning the resurrection of the dead.  

 

While reading this is might be a bit confusing. He says they all agree on the resurrection but he 

is also on trial because of it. Or we might be quick to say it is a dispute with a portion of the 

religious elites, the sadducees that don’t believe in a resurrection in a general sense, that the 

righteous and the evil raise to be judged.  

 

If that was the case, every Pharisee would be brought up on charges… so that doesn’t seem to be 

it. We don’t want to miss what is really going on here.  

 

It is the resurrection of Christ that is is in view and what unsettles the status quo - what would 

enrage those accusing Paul.  

 

Paul is on trial for preaching the whole gospel, the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. What it 

accomplished, what it means, and that it really happened.  

 

It is central to belief in Christ - his finished work and the new life promised in him - This is what 

Paul is preaching, that in accordance with the Scripture, Jesus died for sins, he was buried and 

rose on the third day.  

 

This resurrection is what sets Christianity apart - other faith leaders have died, only Jesus rose 

to life.  

 



It is the resurrection of Christ we want to think about today. Why does Paul have to preach it? 

What is our faith without it? And what does it prove or accomplish for those that believe it?  

 

1. Faith without the Resurrection  

 

It is quite a normal philosophy in our day… the idea that you need not believe in the miraculous 

or the resurrection to be a Christian. I mean, it is hard to swallow, a man tortured and hung to 

die on the cross, that he would be alive three days later after being put in a tomb.  

 

Some would say, “well maybe he wasn’t really dead…” but should we expect him to walk out of a 

tomb?!  

 

Voices would say, just follow the good moral teachings of Jesus and categorize the his 

resurrection as myth.  

 

So think about it, what would Christianity be without the resurrection of Jesus? 

Surely there would still be people claiming to follow the law and prophets - even if we miss the 

right interpretation of them.  

 

Jesus could be venerated as a great soul, a radical leader. Some could follow his example. But 

some of his teachings wouldn’t make a lot of sense… his claims of being the “I AM.” God would 

be dead…  

 

His sacrifice on the cross would only be another in a string of atonements that are not sufficient 

to cover and remove the sin of the world. He would be the lamb once, but not for all.  

 

Still under the law then, you would be living to earn perfection. Grasping at the unattainable. 

You are just a sinner and nothing more, without hope of a different identity, a new reality.  

 

If there was no resurrection of Jesus, “Christianity,” the Way would be just another long-dead 

Jewish extremist group.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:14–19 “And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and 

your faith is in vain. [15] We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified 

about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised… 

[17] And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. [18] Then 

those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. [19] If in Christ we have hope in this 

life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.” (ESV) 

 

Pitiful, pointless and painful with the resurrection of Jesus.  

 

 



Even when we see it as true, it is included in our theology and doctrinal statement, we dust it off 

every Easter… even if we know we are meant to believe it, we can neglect it and miss what it is 

meant to deliver.  

 

But it is true - the thing that has Paul in court, the thing that has sparked a movement 

unmatched in the history of humanity - the resurrection of Jesus happened and it is our anchor 

of hope because it confirms and extends the work of Jesus.  

 

2) Faith with the Resurrection  

 

Because the resurrection happened, it proves that Jesus really is the Messiah, the anointed One 

promised in Scripture.  

 

“Paul was charged with not being faithful to the Bible. He stated that he has been committed to 

God’s Word through his life. He had never swayed from his commitment to the Law and the 

Prophets...”  

 

“The problem was what the Old Testament said about the Messiah. Jesus said that He was the 

Messiah; Paul said that Jesus was the Messiah; but Ananias, the Sanhedrin, and the Pharisees 

said that Jesus was not the Messiah. The issue between Jesus and the Pharisees was who 

believed in the Old Testament. The Jews told Jesus that they believed in the Old Testament and 

were the ones following Moses. “We are the children of Abraham, not you,” they told Jesus, but 

Jesus answered:  

 

“If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is 

our God.’ [55] But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, 

I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. [56] Your father Abraham 

rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” John 8:54-56 (ESV) 

 

Jesus has claimed to be the true Israel, and Paul was making the same claim. He has preached 

only pure, unvarnished, historic Judaism in its fulfillment in the Messiah.” Sproul - the 

resurrection substantiates his claim!  

 

Because the resurrection is true we can read the Old Testament and see Christ in it! Proof that 

the promises of God are true.  

 

Because of the resurrection we also know that Christ’s sacrifice was sufficient. It actually covered 

sin and satisfied the wrath of God against unrighteousness. The “It is finished” uttered by Jesus 

on the cross was not a declaration of the end of his life but the end of sin’s reign over humanity. 

Sins really are forgiven!  

 

“by his death he paid the penalty for our sins and purchased our acquittal, our justification, our 

forgiveness. And since the achievement of the cross was so complete and the work of our 



justification so decisive, God raised Jesus from the dead to validate our forgiveness and to 

vindicate his Son's righteousness and to celebrate the work of justification.” Piper 

 

With the resurrection we know the enemy is really defeated - death has been beaten, Satan’s 

schemes to accuse and depress God’s people have been thwarted and rendered weak and 

impotent.  

 

Because of the resurrection Jesus reigns over the universe with authority! He really is Lord and 

King. Every enemy, every lesser king made his footstool. And this King is coming to judge and 

reign forever.  

 

And we, those that believe in him are raised with him to new life, to real life, eternal life.  

 

Romans 6:4–5 “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 

life. [5] For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 

him in a resurrection like his.” (ESV) 

 

Identified with Jesus, made one with him, resurrection as the seal of our union with Christ, 

made new, given new hearts, new aspirations, new purpose, new strength for life.  

 

And that changes everything. Because we believe in a resurrected savior, every word he 

proclaimed is true. And what he says of you now is true. That in him you are forgiven, redeemed, 

claimed, made a child of God!  

 

For our good and his glory, “God raised his Son Jesus from the dead to reign forevermore. In 

raising him from the dead: 

● he gave us forgiveness and glorified Jesus as the all-sufficient forgiver; 

● he gave us a friend to count on and glorified Jesus as utterly reliable; 

● he gave us guidance and unchanging truth and glorified Jesus as the absolute foundation 

for truth and righteousness; 

● he gave us a life that is not pitiable but enviable, a ministry that is not in vain but fruitful, 

and glorified Jesus as the source and goal of all life and all ministry; 

● and he gave us everlasting joy that will not be ended by death, and glorified Jesus as the 

author of life, the victor over death, and the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

If Christ is not raised, then living for him, doing what he says, following his will is a great 

delusion. We should be pitied like insane people who live by hallucinations. But since he has 

been raised and is alive and reigns as king forever, all our obedience, all our love, all our 

self-denial is not just not-to-be-pitied, but is positively enviable.” Piper  

 



Paul is accused because of it, but it is the truth that has rooted and grown the church since Jesus 

commissioned those that believe in him to proclaim repentance for the forgiveness of sins in his 

name to all the nations.  

 

Yellowstone trees in the rocks. Big Boulders. The resurrection is the tree in the rock - 

unstoppable, flourishing, freeing those that believe and find their hope in Jesus.  

 

It is the proof and power of what keeps us steady in the chaos, what keeps us tethered to Jesus, 

living petitioning the Father on your behalf, applying his finished work for you.  

 

The resurrection of Jesus is the anchor of hope for all who believe. 

 

Because it is true…  

 

3) Don’t miss the opportunity  

 

There is more than just a trial going on… Paul will be kept in Caesarea for two years with a sense 

of liberty, brought to speak to the governor over and over. And Paul uses every opportunity to 

preach of Jesus, his life death and resurrection.  

 

Acts 24:25 “And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming 

judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, “Go away for the present. When I get an opportunity I 

will summon you.” (ESV) 

 

Humanity made a choice to disregard God to reject his authority and goodness. And it is a 

decision that is repeated over and over in our lives all the time. Because of that choice there is a 

separation between Creator and his creation. No one can live up to the standard of perfect 

obedience required to stand before the perfectly holy God - but we were meant for it - so we need 

an intervention, we need help.  

 

Jesus comes, fully God, fully man. He lives the life of obedience we could not. He takes on the 

burdens that weigh us down. That enslave us. And he pours out his own blood, he takes on the 

cross as a sacrifice to cover sin once and for all. All of it vindicated, evidenced in his 

resurrection, that death could not hold him, that real life was breaking into the world of 

darkness.  

 

Under his work on the cross for you, in his resurrection for you; as you believe in him, you are 

forgiven, given entry to stand before God, Jesus presents you blameless before the presence of 

his glory with great joy. 

 

Felix hears this message and he is terrified… that he would be judged and uncovered before God 

without an advocate. But rather than believing in Jesus, of finding forgiveness, he runs away 

from the news.  



 

 

Today you have the opportunity to make a different choice. To instead repent of a life apart from 

God, a life of self and sin, surrender all that to Jesus, trust and find hope in him. His life, death, 

and resurrection are true and they are for you.  

 

Believer, be reminded of the resurrection of Christ. In the necessity of the cross don’t miss the 

reality of the resurrection. That because it is true you are saints, united with Christ, given and 

inheritance that can never be ripped away from you. Your sins are forgiven and you are no 

longer a slave to them.  

 

You have freedom in Jesus and what he says of you is what matters. That he welcomes you, 

accepts you, and transforms you by his grace. Keep repenting and trusting in the risen Jesus. 

And tell others about him before they run out of opportunities to embrace him. 

 

To make a defense of hope we need hope - and it is hope that we have in the resurrection of 

Jesus and his promise of help by the Spirit. Let’s live vibrant, hope-filled, hope-revealing lives 

because of the resurrection of Christ.  

 

Cling to the anchor today, tomorrow and every day. And fasten as many weary souls to it as you 

can!  

 

The resurrection of Jesus is the anchor of hope for all who believe. 

 

1 Peter 1:3–5 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 

mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead, [4] to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 

heaven for you, [5] who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to 

be revealed in the last time.” (ESV) 

 


