
Sermon on Acts 26 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

The promise of God meets you wherever you are and goes from you to others.  

 

Acts 26:1-32  

 

Paul is in custody for two years in Caesarea and through a leadership change is held because the 

Jewish elite wanted him gone. The old Pharisee, credentialed, respected, teaching a new thing, 

the arrival and reign of the Messiah. That won’t do, Status quo beats outs historic expectation, 

hope gives way to occupation and power.  

 

The new governor Festus arrives and finds Paul under arrest - but rather than send him back to 

Jerusalem, Paul appeals to Rome, to have a trial before the emperor. So as the “Jewish” 

Roman-appointed king comes to essentially welcome the new governor, Festus asks for help in 

formulating his letter to Rome - to send Paul to be tried.  

 

Agrippa II - the grandson of Herod the Great. Responsible for the fearful murder of children in 

Bethlehem at Christ’s birth. A family known for violence and debauchery. Preceded by his cruel 

father and uncle, Agrippa is acquainted with Judaism but is by no means a moral, upstanding 

man.  

 

Bernice is actually his sister - full blood relation a year younger. Agrippa will be king twenty-five 

or so years forward as Jews revolt against Rome and Jerusalem is destroyed.  

 

This is the audience! In Paul’s defense before Agrippa we not only understand better Paul’s story 

and this historical moment, we gain insight into our story in light of the promise of God.  

 

The promise of God meets you wherever you are and goes from you to others.  

 

Three movements from this narrative, The Promise of God, The Promise Comes, The Promise 

Makes Promoters.  

 

1) The Promise of God  

 

“And now I stand on trial because of the hope in what God promised to our ancestors, the 

promise our twelve tribes hope to reach as they earnestly serve him night and day. King Agrippa, 

I am being accused by the Jews because of this hope.” -- Acts 26:6-7 (CSB) 

 

Paul is on trial because he has lived a life clinging to hope in the promise of God. 

 

Again Paul essentially says - ‘I believe what we Jews have always believed, I live for the hope of 

the promise of God.’ And it is hope in the defining promise of God 

 



From the first words of an offspring that will crush the head of the serpent in the, to the 

covenant of a family as many as the stars, meant to be a blessing to the world. The defining 

promise of God is that of a Messiah.  

 

Micah 5:2 “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of 

old, from ancient days.” (ESV) 

 

The king, a son of David, to reign forever.  

 

Isaiah 9:6 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.” (ESV) 

 

An anointed One, Meshach, that will redeem his people and usher in the new covenant, a new 

kingdom, and eternal kingdom.  

 

This Messiah, meant to suffer, and as the first to rise from the dead, to proclaim light to Jews 

and Gentiles.  

 

Luke 1:32–33 “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God 

will give to him the throne of his father David, [33] and he will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” (ESV) 

 

Everything written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets of him has been fulfilled, that 

repentance for sin should be proclaimed in his name to all nations.  

 

A Savior, a solution, a resolution and the restoration of the design of humanity, to fellowship, 

untainted relationship with God himself. What a promise! More than a land, more than riches, 

influence, more than a name for yourself, to be chosen, made new and part of something of 

infinite worth in his kingdom.  

This is Jesus.  

 

Paul got it wrong for a long time - he stood in opposition to this Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah 

himself.  

 

The promise of God is a Savior - to rescue humanity - to stir hope and grant eternity by grace. 

You don’t need anything further! The ultimate promise - the provision you need, the position 

beyond your wildest dreams, the perfection that is only found in him.  

 

Instead of living like it would never happen - Paul gets to realize it - Once Paul meets this 

Messiah he is unhinged, unstoppable as one preaching Jesus, calling Jews and Gentiles to 

repentance, to real hope.  



Everything changes for Paul - from an adversary to a bold proclaimer - even to the place of being 

in chains before the king.  

 

It is a delivered promise that Paul is willing to die for… he eventually will! Up to this point he 

has been beaten, chased, harassed at every stop. But he keeps going because he has realized the 

promise. He has tasted of the forgiveness and power by the Spirit of God, that was only a 

glimmer of hope before.  

 

The promise came to Paul. And the Promise has come to us, if we have eyes to see it. The 

promise of God, Jesus, doesn’t just hang out in the ether as if he might be stumbled upon - he 

comes to you.  

 

2) The Promise Comes to You 

 

See it in Paul’s experience.  

 

“I saw a light from heaven brighter than the sun, shining around me and those traveling with 

me. 14 We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice speaking to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why 

are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 15 “I asked, ‘Who are you, 

Lord? ’ 

 

“And the Lord replied:‘I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting. 16 But get up and stand on your 

feet. For I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and a witness of 

what you have seen and will see of me. 17 I will rescue you from your people and from the 

Gentiles. I am sending you to them 18 to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to 

light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a share 

among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ -- Acts 26:13-18 (CSB) 

 

While hunting Christians, Jesus comes to Paul, he reveals himself as the promise from ancient of 

days. The Messiah.  

 

Paul’s conversion grants that Jesus - the Savior makes himself known to both ends of the 

spectrum - from the religious intelligensia to violent opposers.  

 

“even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an arrogant man. But I received 

mercy because I acted out of ignorance in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed, 

along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 This saying is trustworthy and deserving 

of full acceptance: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” — and I am the worst of 

them.” -- 1 Timothy 1:13-15 (CSB) 

 

 



Because it is a salvation of grace there are no prerequisites. Your past and present don’t include 

or exclude you from the grace of Christ. You may be or have been far from God - but in Christ, by 

the saving work of this Messiah, you can be brought in, made right before God, and live in hope.  

 

“Don’t you know that the unrighteous will not inherit God’s kingdom? Do not be deceived: No 

sexually immoral people, idolaters, adulterers, or males who have sex with males, 10 no thieves, 

greedy people, drunkards, verbally abusive people, or swindlers will inherit God’s kingdom. 11 

And some of you used to be like this. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” -- 1 Corinthians 

6:9-11 (CSB) 

 

Justified - given a clean sheet, a perfect record, all of your sin and disregard of God covered - by 

the work of Christ alone!  

 

What glorious news!!!  

 

The nice little church lady thinking she can earn a place before God, can be radically freed and 

found righteous in Christ. The dealer on the street, making a wage by the slavery of others, can 

come to repentance, find true freedom and be found righteous in Christ. You may not be one or 

the other, but friend even you can repent and turn to God.  

 

You don’t need a Damascus Road experience. Jesus is meeting you even in the proclamation of 

his word today. And you are invited to believe. To surrender false hopes for the only real and 

lasting hope - Jesus.  

 

Even Agrippa is invited to believe - Paul wants everybody to believe - not based on pedigree, 

party or popularity - solely on the promise of God.  

 

The power of God for salvation has come - it is Jesus. His life of perfect obedience to God, his 

death taking on the sin of the world, his resurrection unleashing real life for all who believe.  

 

Man I need to be reminded of this glorious goodness today. As Jesus comes through his word, by 

his Spirit, in the worship of the saints, in the community of believers - to be reminded of the 

grace of Jesus, to give his life for mine. For eternity, for today. This gospel does something in 

us… something meant to spread.  

 

That we would do works worthy of repentance…  

 

In Paul’s dramatic conversion Jesus says why he has come to him - that he would preach… To 

save sinners, and make them messengers to see others saved. To be the instruments by which 

the promise comes.  

 

3) The Promise Makes us Promoters  



“I will rescue you from your people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them 18 to open 

their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that 

they may receive forgiveness of sins and a share among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ 

-- Acts 26:17-18 (CSB) 

 

And that is what he has done. All of Paul’s life is revealing Christ - to Jews, to Gentiles - to all 

sinners in need of grace.  

 

Paul has gone from a man clinging to promise to a promoter of the true promise, the delivered 

Messiah, the Savior that has come to save and reign as Lord over all.  

 

“Paul had preached first in Jerusalem to the Jews, then in Judea, and then to the Gentiles. He 

stood before little and great proclaiming the word of God and calling people to repent… Paul 

understood that our works do nothing to make us right in the sight of God;  but once we have 

been converted, our faith is supposed to produce works of obedience and righteousness in our 

lives.” Sproul  

 

And this work begins with exposing the truth of Christ. That the promise has come and is for the 

lost, hurting, and those in need of redemption.  

 

This isn’t just for Paul - it is the model of all Christ followers.  

 

Jesus in his authority commissions his disciples to go and make disciples of all nations teaching 

them all that he taught, all that he did, all that his resurrection supplies.  

 

He opens all of Scripture to them, and says now that you know, proclaim repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins every you can go.  

 

He grants the Holy Spirit as power to witness of Jesus to the ends of the earth.  

 

After the cross, after the resurrection, Jesus never announces that salvation is meant to be kept 

quiet, or personal… His disciples, the apostles, the early church… never do they live as if 

redemption was only for them and it didn’t matter what everyone else heard or believed… from 

salvation in Christ each and every one goes to preaching Christ. Sharing the hope we have 

wherever we are.  

 

“If your faith is private, the faith you have is not Christian faith, because a Christian who trusts 

Christ is commanded to declare him before others.” Sproul  

 

When the promise meets us our stories are meant to change and we become the conduits toward 

others. Emissaries of Christ.  

 

 



“we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us. We plead on Christ’s 

behalf: “Be reconciled to God.” 21 He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that 

in him we might become the righteousness of God.” -- 2 Corinthians 5:20-21 (CSB) 

 

Both to small and to great, testifying nothing other than what the prophets and Moses said… 

that the Messiah was promised, has come, and lives. He desires a relationship with you, one that 

gives you all the benefit. Forgiveness. New life. Eternity.  

 

People will think you are crazy. Festus shouts at Paul saying he is out of his mind.  

 

Christianity is not about religion; it is about truth, sober truth. A truth that for many is too hard 

to believe… but life to those that believe.  

 

God has declared that this truth is to be made known to the whole world. It is so good, it has to 

be shared. And Paul exemplifies his longing for others to believe, his willingness to sacrifice even 

himself if only they would believe.  

 

Shouldn’t have appealed to Caesar, “Yet the Apostle was not thinking at the moment about his 

freedom. His heart was burdened by their chains, not by his.”  

 

Oh that the Lord would give us a burden, a desire for others to hear the free redemption found in 

Christ. That we would exercise the power of the Holy Spirit to be witnesses in Escondido, in 

Poway, in San Diego and to the ends of the earth.  

 

The promise of God meets you wherever you are and goes from you to others.  

 

Meet Jesus - This might be you Damascus Road. In the proclamation of the Word, the Promise 

of God has come to you. Jesus. The Savior and Lord. Who lived in your place, took on your 

death, and gives you his extravagant grace, his life. Believe in him.  

 

Repent of a life disregarding him, of sin and self, turn to God. Hear his declaration of ‘it is 

finished’ over you. That you are forgiven and a child of God.  

 

Let this grace saturate - Be regularly reacquainted with the grace of Christ - that murderers, 

liars, confused, self-righteous, all can be redeemed. No story too far gone. Let this grace, this 

wave upon wave of new mercies and care in Christ flood your life. Let it soak every corner of who 

you are and what you experience. Let it shape you. In community, in the word, in worship.  

 

Pray for passion and opportunity to share Jesus. To expose this gracious Savior to those 

small and great. To open eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light.  

 

Being crazy… 

 



 

“In 1913 when William Borden, age twenty-six, a graduate of Yale and Princeton, left his palatial 

home near Chicago’s Lake Shore drive to become a missionary to the Muslim world, many of his 

contemporaries thought he was crazy. And when he died six months later from cerebral 

meningitis amidst the flies and heat of a Cairo hospital, some were sure he was mentally 

unbalanced. God did not share their opinion.  

 

In 1885 when the Cambridge Seven, including C.T. Studd, England’s most famous athlete, left 

for China, they were ridiculed for their “enthusiasm,” their “mad fanaticism.” A life like this 

sounds crazy to a Festus of Agrippa... 

 

How will we seem crazy? By investing in the kingdom, in the church? By sacrificing “normal” 

pursuits? By moving to a strategic location to befriend those far from Jesus? By speaking the 

truth of Jesus in the arena? By walking across the street to love your neighbor? 

 

The promise of God is for you - and through you for others - let’s go!  


