
Sermon on Acts 27 prepared by Jonathan Shradar  

 

I had a perfect plan for my life. The best situation for me, for my future and for my success as I 

defined it at the moment. Law School was the next step in the strategy and I found myself far 

from home, on the open seas of life if you will!  

 

But Law School wasn’t like everything else, I couldn’t wing it like I did through Journalism 

School… And everything was dependent on one exam at the end of a semester. The totality of 

your grade. With no retakes, no extra credit to bolster poor performance. Then the fateful day 

when grades were posted after the second semester, the end of the first year… Constitutional 

law, okay. Criminal law, fine. Torts, my best grade. Legal writing, meh… Then on the board I get 

to Civil Procedure 2… F.  

 

I had taken the ship of my life out on the water, and dramatically crashed among the rocks. 

Trainwreck, Shipwreck… whatever-wreck, I would agree it described my life at that moment. 

Where to now? The thirty-year plan was just dealt a deadly blow.  

 

But in that failure, Jesus was pursuing me, letting the chips fall where he wanted them to that I 

would truly meet him and learn to trust him. If I look at my life with the right lens, I can see it as 

a succession of detours leading me to Christ and his purpose.  

 

And it’s not just me is it? It is you as well… no matter what you are experiencing now, or have 

persevered through before… everything is happening according to plan, it just isn’t always yours!  

 

If you know the One who determines the times and the boundaries of all of humanity, then you 

can take courage. You can trust the One who calls you his own.  

 

Trusting the Lord is the life of the believer.  

 

Acts 27:1-26 

 

Paul is being delivered to Rome with other prisoners of the empire. You will remember that 

during his trial, he appealed to Rome rather than face a religious tribunal in Jerusalem. This is 

his right as a Roman citizen, and whether it was his strategy or not, this was his ticket to Rome, 

to encourage the saints there and maybe go from there to lands where Jesus has yet to be 

named.  

 

On the journey Paul is given great deference and latitude from the Centurion responsible for 

him. He has a couple of traveling friends and he is allowed along the way to greet and be cared 

for by the church in towns they stop in.  

 



Paul is also respected on the ship carrying the cargo of prisoners. While we might think of 

dismissal of advice or keeping prisoners below deck in a dark and quiet space, Paul has a voice 

and is eventually heard and heeded.  

 

The ship, meant for shallow coastal drifting, is in the water at the wrong time of year and wind 

and wave proves to be too much for it. Not able to find a wintering port, the crew determines to 

go on and they end up in a fourteen day storm, where the light of day was barely noticable. 

Eventually the ship runs aground and the waves will punish and destroy it.  

 

Again we see something of Paul’s resolve, his steel in the face of danger and apparent death. He 

has confidence in the God he belongs to, and calls the others to “take courage” because the 

purpose of God can be trusted.  

 

He will take us where we are going, shipwreck or not.  

 

Likewise, we can take courage when the water rises, when things go terribly wrong, when life 

unfolds contrary to our plans, because this same God calls us his own in Christ.  

 

His purpose prevails. We take courage in his providence. And live trusting the Lord.  

 

1) His Purpose Prevails  

 

When stating that the purpose of God prevails we should make clear just who we think God is. 

The creator and sustainer of the universe whose thoughts and ways are higher than ours. And we 

see biblically that somehow his decree, what he has determined will happen and our will and 

human responsibility are compatible, they work together.  

 

And this is not a God that is aloof and uninterested in your day. Everything, down to the breath 

you are taking at this very moment has been ordered by him.  

 

So when we say his purpose prevails, we say so because he is the One who decides what prevails 

and what doesn’t! And he is a God of his word.  

 

This is not only our mentality, this is the thinking of Paul as he has gone through his excellent 

adventure of following and heralding the good news of Jesus.  

 

Why a shipwreck? Couldn’t Paul have had easy passage to Rome? We know he has been in 

shipwrecks before. To the extent that he at times takes a longer route so he can avoid getting 

into a boat! Why would the God who is in total control over the universe let his arguably most 

effective apostle have to swim for his life?  

 

Maybe you don’t give a rip about Paul but you would like to know why you had a shipwreck.  

 



While we can’t do an exhaustive study this morning, we can recognize a few reasons life unfolds 

the way it does for those that believe in Jesus.  

 

It may be discipline… to refine, sanctify and correct those he loves...  “he does it [disciplines] for 

our benefit, so that we can share his holiness.” -- Hebrews 12:10 (CSB) 

 

When life happens, we can evaluate and ask if there is sin lingering, repent and learn in the 

discipline, share in his holiness.  

 

Life also progresses the way it does, with roadblocks and hiccups, because there is a cosmic 

enemy determined to rob us of security and joy in Christ. We see it in the old story of Job that 

the devil must be allowed to trouble the faithful servant. Even Jesus makes the reality clear 

when he warns Peter of his denial. 

 

“Simon, Simon, look out. Satan has asked to sift you like wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you 

that your faith may not fail. And you, when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” -- 

Luke 22:31-32 (CSB) 

 

Discipline, war, and just the exposure of God’s goodness. Paul preaches in Athens that God 

determines our seasons and boundaries so that we will seek him. Jesus and his posse approach a 

blind man in need of healing… 

 

“His disciples asked him: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind? ” 

3“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” Jesus answered.“This came about so that God’s 

works might be displayed in him.” -- John 9:2-3 (CSB) 

 

So in the thoughts that are higher than ours, there may be different reasons but his purpose 

always rules.  

 

“Many plans are in a person’s heart, but the Lord’s decree will prevail.” -- Proverbs 19:21 

(CSB) 

 

“I know that you can do anything and no plan of yours can be thwarted.” -- Job 42:2 (CSB) 

 

This is the God that fulfills his purpose for us (Psalm 57:2), a promise on steroids in Christ.  

 

“Why are there storms and shipwrecks? God, who controls the winds and waves, could certainly 

have spared Paul his dire strait. We know whatever God allows to come our way, he loves us and 

will give us sufficient grace to endure and remain faithful to him.” Hughes  

 

This is Paul’s backbone come rising water, the beating of wind and rain, danger. God’s purpose 

prevails. And God had made a particular promise clear to Paul.  

 



“the Lord stood by him and said,“Have courage! For as you have testified about me in 

Jerusalem, so it is necessary for you to testify in Rome.” -- Acts 23:11 (CSB) 

 

“This was an unconditional promise. Paul would go to Rome - no doubt about it. However, God 

did not promise smooth sailing along the way. As we serve Christ, there will be storms, 

hardships, high seas, breakdowns - but also peace, assurance, fruitfulness, the sustaining 

presence of God.” Hughes  

 

Paul doesn’t doubt God and all through his trial, through threats, through violence, years of 

things not necessarily going to plan, he trusts. And he has a visit!  

 

He calls everyone on the ship to take courage, because he has a promise. And angel of the God 

he belongs to said ‘Don’t be afraid… God is saving everyone here because you have to go to 

Rome.’ 

 

They receive the good report, they start listening to Paul, because of the promise and purpose of 

God.  

 

While we might not have a clear situational promise for each circumstance, God’s overarching 

purpose still bolsters us when the ships of life take on water.  

 

2) Take Courage in His Providence  

 

While we are usually not keen to hear encouraging voices when we are in a sinking ship, the 

prisoners, crew and passengers on this boat do. “Take courage because there will be no loss of 

any of your lives… because of the God I belong to.” 

 

“Anybody can believe that God exists. Believing in God isn’t hard; what is difficult is believing 

God. Paul told the sailors that not one of them would perish. He believed that God would do 

exactly what he said he would do.” Sproul  

 

Paul is inviting everyone to trust in the Lord. And like Paul, we can find our anchor, our resolve, 

our trust in the midst of the unexpected, the difficult, the traumatic, because we belong to 

Christ.  

 

Those that believe in Jesus, are made his. Those that trust that his life of obedience has been 

granted to them. Those that see their sin covered by his sacrifice on the cross. Those that breathe 

with new life because of his resurrection… now belong to him.  

 

We have been ransomed with his life that we would be children of God. And once you are in, you 

are secure. “you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.” -- 1 Corinthians 3:23 (CSB) 

 



If we belong to him, he cares for us and his purpose is ultimately for our good. Because of his 

promises, his word to for us, we can trust, take courage in his providence. His control, his 

detours.  

 

This courage won’t always remove the pain - but it will point us in the direction God desires as 

we trust Jesus. And there is no better place to be.  

 

“If I am told that I am to take a journey that is a dangerous trip, every jolt along the way will 

remind me that I am on the right road.” Christ warned his disciples they would face trials, but he 

also assured them he would be with them. The record of Paul’s shipwreck is intriguing history, 

but it is also a metaphor of what all Christians experience in their voyage through life.” Hughes  

 

When the waves wreck the ship. When the storms just won’t move on. When the path hits an 

unexpected turn or dead end, we turn to the One who holds us and everything.  

 

“Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source 

and perfecter of our faith.” -- Hebrews 12:1-2 (CSB) 

 

Where you look matters… when the ship is taking on water, please be looking to Jesus. Cabrillo 

Point - our local National Monument. One of the attractions there is the Old Lighthouse. High 

on the point overlooking all of San Diego, and the bay. A commanding view and placement… but 

one that helped almost no ships. The lighthouse is in the wrong place, we get too much fog, too 

much of a marine layer that from sea you can’t always see the lighthouse, and you might end up 

on the rocks. So instead the Coast Guard built a new lighthouse at the bottom of the point, on 

the water so it could be seen and protect ships.  

 

Like the Law, a call to live in perfection, to attain entry into the presence of God, it sits high on 

the hill, out of reach. Jesus comes to the water, he comes to where you are and shines for your 

safety, your salvation, your truest life. And we trust him because he sets the seasons and tells the 

wind where to blow. God is the true actor behind the scenes… he is the ultimate deliverer.  

 

When we are anchored to the providence of God, we can sustain others. Like Paul, we can call 

others to take courage. That is the purpose of God, to draw us and others to him.  

 

So we take courage in his providence.  

 

3) Live Trusting Jesus  

 

What does it mean to trust Jesus - how do we actually live in response to his providence. I think 

we get some healthy clues from this shipwreck story. The night before hitting the sandbar…  

 

“When it was about daylight, Paul urged them all to take food, saying, “Today is the fourteenth 

day that you have been waiting and going without food, having eaten nothing. 34 So I urge you 



to take some food. For this is for your survival, since none of you will lose a hair from your 

head.” -- Acts 27:33-34 (CSB) 

 

When life hits, eat something! Take care of yourself. Get some sleep. This crew has gone 14 days 

without food - probably to avoid being seasick - and Paul urges them to eat. For their survival, 

they need to care for their physical needs.  

 

You would be surprised how much might just change if we ate right and got a good night’s sleep! 

Go for a walk. Sit on a swing! Take a break and breathe in the rest we are promised in Jesus.  

 

Don’t take the role of Savior from Jesus. You are not saved by how you suffer… how many days 

you can go without. You are saved by the work of Jesus for you. So eat a snack and take a nap!  

 

Know it’s a dangerous journey - fuel up for it, train for it. And live.  

 

We don’t hear a lot about sinking ships these days. Those that make the news are recently cruise 

ships. The perfect life - with parties, pastries and pools - slowly sink and ruin a good vacation. 

Awful… but not a metaphor for the Christian life. We are on a battleship - our leto deck is the 

mission field. So our perspective should follow suit.  

 

A.W. Tozer ““Pseudo-faith always arranges a way out to serve in case God fails it.  Real faith 

knows only one way and gladly allows itself to be stripped of any second way or makeshift 

substitutes.  For true faith, it is either God or total collapse.  And not since Adam first stood up 

on the earth has God failed a single man or woman who trusted him.” 

 

“We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose.”  -- Romans 8:28 (CSB) 

 

I am so thankful that Romans 8 doesn’t say “we think all things work together”. But instead, “we 

know.” That is taking courage.  

 

It is not a call to stupidity, we can be careful, we can study, we can plan, but we do all of it 

trusting the One we belong to. Trusting Jesus. Things won’t alway make sense - we see now as 

through a mirror dimly  - but we know the One who keeps us can be trusted.  

 

Sometimes storms come so that others will look beyond us to Christ. Let others see your trust in 

the Lord. Drop the facade, find support, and run to Jesus.  

 

Your shipwreck might just be so that God’s works might be displayed in you.  

 

Jesus > Yesterday’s failures 

Jesus > Today’s pressure 

Jesus > Tomorrow’s anxiety  



 

Where is your trust today? 

 

Are you trusting in your own ability? Your skills, your ability to wing it? Turn to Jesus. Believe 

in his life, death, and resurrection for you. That he gave himself to give you life, to bring you to 

God for your good and his glory. Let him rescue you, give you hope and someone to trust in 

come what may.  

 

This week Stacy and I were watching a Nat Geo program on Yellowstone and they followed the 

harrowing experience of one young bison calf. Just a day our mere hours old, the calf was with 

its mother as the herd was crossing the Lamar river, which proved a terrible idea for a small calf. 

Despite it’s and the mother’s best efforts it was carried down stream as the herd continued on.  

 

Somehow though the calf was able to get out of the river on a gravel island. But unsure and 

without his Mother, the exhausted and cold calf just settled down to sleep. Watching you are 

sure she won’t make it through the night.  

 

But as dawn breaks, there is the calf, standing, ready to continue on, if only she could figure out 

where to go and what to do! Then, tragically, into view comes a wolf. He attacks the calf. Biting, 

jumping. Latching onto her snout. At this point Stacy has her eyes covered and is begging to turn 

the channel - and I am like ‘it’s nature!’  

 

But the calf fights. Her instinct kicks in and she kicks back. Jumping at the wolf. Not going to die 

without a fight. And you feel good or her. She is making her stand. But she is just a calf, and 

probably a tasty one at that. And this is the Apex predator of the Yellowstone ecosystem… All of 

a sudden, the wolf jumps back and turns his head… Something loud is coming.  

 

Into view runs the Mother Bison. 1000 pounds of protection, of angry Mom rage. And she 

charges the wolf. And the calf is saved.  

 

That’s our story. Rescued by the one that desires to gather us like a hen does her chicks. To save. 

Care for. To flourish us. Even if we get eaten - we will be with Jesus! Take Courage! 

 

Live trusting him. Follow him.  

 

“I have learned to kiss the wave that throws me against the rock of ages.” Not Spurgeon 

 

Trusting the Lord is the life of the believer. 

 

Psalm 91:1-16 

 

 



 

 

 


