
Sermon on Acts 6:1-7 prepared by Jonathan Shradar  

 

The ordinary life of the church reveals the extraordinary power of the gospel.  

 

Acts 6:1–7 “Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists 

arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. [2] And the 

twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the 

word of God to serve tables. [3] Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of 

the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. [4] But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to 

the ministry of the word.” [5] And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man 

full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and 

Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. [6] These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on 

them. 

 

[7] And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, 

and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.” (ESV) 

 

To be successful as a church… you need, the right lighting, power ballads, and a minister that does it all! Maybe 

you have read a different list of elements of church life for success. Robust youth ministry, a litany of Bible 

study classes, a catchy name, a program for every need any human would ever have… the list could go on and 

on. Really though we would settle for a water slide to the Children’s department and a gifted communicator to 

listen to each week.  

 

While we might be able to build a case for some of these elements on their ability to draw a crowd, it is 

increasingly difficult to build such a case based on Scripture, and how the church described here in God’s word 

is built.  

 

How the church is forming and living in Acts is still the way of building a church. The hairstyles and geography 

are different, but the basics, the beauty of it, all the same.  

And in these seven verses as we see this growth unfolding we notice what they were up to and how their actions 

play into the expansion of the church. And by noticing, we might be helped in our own endeavor to build a 

church for the fame of Jesus.  

 

The ordinary life of the church reveals the extraordinary power of the gospel. 

 

We will think of what the work of ministry looks like, how the church flourishes and what carries them onward.  

 

1) Work of ministry is of the many  

 

The church - probably around 15,000 at this time - if you can imagine the logistics in first century Jerusalem 

with that number of people - and some complaints arise. There is ethnic tension in the infant church.  

 

Hellenists, those that speak Greek on a daily basis, that most likely come from other parts of the Roman world 

but have maintained their Jewish identity - these members of the church complain that the Hebrews (those 

typically speaking Aramaic and from Judea) are neglecting widows.  

 

Now we don’t see any intentional motivation here - to harm those in need of a different ethnic, or social 

background; we see a lack of awareness by the disciples of the need - maybe language, noticing problem.  



 

This makes sense - think of it in our experience - I have no idea what it is like to grow up in an Asian-American 

home, the culture, the expectation, the norms… In the same way I have no personal awareness of what it is like 

to be black in a majority white culture. And regardless of how woke I am, I need brothers and sisters with these 

experiences, this personal knowledge to speak into my leadership, to influence me so that no one is missed in 

the distribution of the ministry of the church!  

 

Here in Acts it is the very practical needs - the share of provision distributed by the apostles that was given to 

the church.  

 

The other side of the situation is that the apostles are busy - they are spending their time preaching of Jesus 

and praying - along with being arrested and beaten. So things are slipping through the cracks…  

 

We can experience this too in our day. We have a mentality that leads us to think of elders and certainly those 

in the church that are paid for their labors, as mere hirelings. Shouldn’t they do everything that needs to be 

done… after all its their job!  

 

This story is an example of missed opportunity to flourish as a church. There are those going without, there is 

ethnic tensions, the people feel let down by the leadership. All real things we can expect to experience ourselves 

if we miss the corrective here.  

 

Later in the New Testament, the image of the body will be used to describe the church. All one body with many 

members, many parts that all have a role to play, and flourishing only happens what the whole body is 

functioning as it is meant.  

 

Romans 12:4–8 “For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 

function, [5] so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. [6] Having 

gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; [7] if 
service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; [8] the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the 

one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with 

cheerfulness.” (ESV) 

 

Notice the Apostle’s don’t tell the Hellenists to stop complaining and just get along. No, they bring the whole 

church together and say “this just won’t do.” But it doesn’t make sense for us to stop preaching the word in 

order to serve tables.  

 

The church is never meant to be a self-preservation club - it is meant to be outwardly oriented with bringing the 

name of Jesus to those around them… so the apostles by their instruction make clear that everyone needs to do 

the ordinary work of the church - that serving, the ministering to everyone in the church.  

In Romans and Ephesians we see lists of gifts and essentially roles that the Spirit gives to the church for its 

good and the glory of Christ. The work of the ministry of the church is of the many - all hands on deck. And we 

see this forming in real time as the church grows.  

 

2) Flourishing by the work of everyone  

 

Acts 6:3 “Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of 

wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty.” (ESV) 

 



The apostles are going to devote themselves to prayer and the ministry of the word, and the church is going to 

mobilize among themselves those that can meet the need, that can serve. The congregation agrees this is a good 

idea and they choose the men.  

 

Good reputation, full of the Spirit, and wisdom. Look for those well known and respected that fully rely on the 

Holy Spirit and actually know what they are doing. People that have the fruit of the Spirit evident in their lives 

(love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness…)  

 

We don’t know the exact process of picking, but the church has a voice in choosing and empowering these men 

for the work - these pre-deacons - for the very ordinary work of rightly loving, noticing all members of the 

church and caring for them.  

 

Acts 6:5 “...they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and 

Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch.” (ESV) 

 

A diverse group some Greek names, some Hebrew. Stephen gets more of a description as the faithful, 

Spirit-filled martyr we will see he is next week. We will also hear more of Philip, as he becomes an evangelist. 

Nicolaus gets an extra word as a proselyte - someone who was not Jewish but a God-fearing gentile that had 

come to faith. The list is comprised of ordinary believers called to ordinary work.  

 

These are not chumps - as the examples of Stephen and Philip will show down the road… they know who they 

are, who Christ is, and they can tell you. Five of the seven though we never hear of again… Some traditional 

stories of where they ended up - all of which are martyrdom - but we don’t conclusively know where they went, 

what they did beyond this mention and their labor to care for the widows of the church.  

 

They don’t serve for a legacy or acclaim - they serve because they are part of the body. Filled with the Spirit to 

minister, to notice others and to provide for them. And if we follow the math - if we desire to be like these 

faithful followers of Christ - we have a 71% chance of being unknown in the process.  

 

They do the ordinary work of the church, in obscurity.  

 

The church prays, the apostles lay hands on the men (covering them in the authority of the church) asking for 

the Spirit’s help. And their labor frees up the preaching of Jesus - And the word of God continued to increase 

and many more came to to faith in Jesus.  

 

The body functioning and flourishing. Kind of like that point when children begin doing chores… no longer 

mooching off the system but participating, sharing the labor… you family flourishes!  

 

Members of the church, known, gifted, Spirit-filled, take on ordinary work, varied roles in the church, and the 

church flourishes in growth and mission.  

 

3) Power of the Gospel carries the church  

 

Why would they serve? This “why” has been a steady question as we have looked at the founding of the church - 

why would the rich sell property to give to the church - why would those embracing Christ submit themselves 

to beatings and harassment just to keep preaching… Why would the church, and these seven men serve tables 

to the least among them?  

 



It can only be because they had been served by Christ. Not personally, most of the church at this point never 

saw Jesus in person, but he served them by taking on beatings and harassment for them. He served them by 

teaching of the kingdom and opening the truth of what the prophets had been declaring from the beginning. He 

served them by taking on a cross they deserved. Death in their place, the weight of their sin on his shoulders. 

Served them by defeating death in his resurrection. Jesus served them by granting them their truest identity in 

him.  

 

Jesus has served you in the exact same way. Once we realize our need for a savior - that we could never 

measure up to our Creator’s standard of perfection because of our own sinfulness - our own missing the mark - 

Then we can turn to Jesus, and trust in him for forgiveness, righteousness, for eternity.  

 

So changed by the gospel, the news of who Jesus is and what he has done, and what he says of those who 

believe in him, the church thrives, and the word of God increases - the preaching of the gospel in the streets, 

the temple, house to house, goes on… with great success. Ordinary work of the church, from caring for the 

widow to prayer and preaching, reveals the power of the gospel. To transform their lives and to reach even the 

hardest of hearts.  

 

Romans 1:16–17 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 

who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. [17] For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith 

for faith,..” (ESV) 

 

Acts 6:7 “And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 

Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.” (ESV) 

 

The church exploding in numbers - not just added but multiplied - not just a top down work - everyone saved 

by the work of one or a few, but disciples added as the church as a whole body does ministry - multiplying, the 

Spirit filling new believers to be the church. And we rejoice at this!  

 

But notice too who some of these people were… a great many of the priest became obedient to the faith. 

Obedient to the truth of who Jesus is, the Messiah, God himself, taking on flesh to live a life of perfection, to die 

innocent on behalf of the guilty, and that he reigns over all as king.  

 

Priests. Reading this, if we get what is going on, we have to rub our eyes a bit to make sure this is right… 

Priests. Those that would harass Jesus during his ministry, that would question him, that would ultimately 

convince the Roman occupiers to execute him. Priests. Those that persecuted the church, the disciples as they 

preached in the name of Jesus in the temple. Those that prefered blood to the truth being proclaimed. 

 

The gospel, the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes… Powerful to turn hard, violent hearts to 

Jesus. To bring to salvation those you would never expect. That are “too far” from faith. Haters going to hate… 

then turn to Jesus!  

 

How powerful is the gospel that you cling to? Because the gospel I see in Scripture, the gospel that awakened 

my dead and hateful soul, is the power of God for salvation. The power of God to transform the lost cause. The 

power of God to lead the murderer to repentance. The power of God to restore relationships… to heal the scars 

of abuse… to bring the abuser to repentance… to bring peace to the battlefield…. To reconcile racial disparity… 

to free the oppressed, to make demons flee, to strengthen a believer that has lost his family because he believes 

in Jesus… to make ordinary people so bold that they would rather die than stop preaching Jesus to a world in 

need.  



 

This isn’t something that is a sweet little extra addition on the end of a life of being nice and Republican. This is 

NOT safe for the whole family. The gospel is the power of God…  

 

And it is breaking fallow ground in Jerusalem, and it hasn’t stopped since and it won’t stop until King Jesus 

returns for his bride, the church. And until then, it is the power that carries the church.  

 

Not our innovation, not our strategies, not even our tireless effort. But the gospel, transforming our lives, and 

empowering us by the Spirit to live for the flourishing, the life of the world. From the gift of Christ, bringing the 

gift to everyone in need.  

 

And it is by serving a group of widows that this thing blows up. From ordinary work, the extraordinary power of 

the gospel revealed. What a vision for the church!  

 

Friends, we fiddle with far too many lesser things, when we have at the center of our family of faith this burning 

fire of truth and salvation that is the gospel.  

 

As a replant of a church - we get lots of questions about where we are headed… and we put modern terms on 

it… what’s the strategy of the church, the vision… which usually means what are you trying to do. They are good 

questions and are often less about the focus of the church and more about how the person sees themselves as 

part of it 
 

But here it is! Being a family forged by and in the gospel to make Jesus famous. To love until someone asks 

why. To serve the widow without self-seeking. To bring the peace of God into our neighborhoods so that some 

of our neighbors will meet the real Jesus.  

 

Measured in disciples multiplying disciples. The renown of Christ growing. Transformation of the haters into 

lovers.  

 

And may the Lord give us just portion of the fruit in Acts 6… the ordinary work revealing the power of the 

gospel.  

 

How do we get in on it?  

 

Savor the gospel. Don’t for one second trust in your own ability, your tactics for growth and goodness. 

Experience the wholehearted life of total embrace of Jesus in every nook and cranny of who you are. Don’t only 

know the facts, that he died and rose and that you can believe in him - but ask the Holy Spirit to make owning 

this gospel the passion of your life… to be transformed, to be secure in your identity and union with Christ. 

Rejoice in it. Saved, secure, sanctified for a purpose - to expose all of life, all of our community to Christ. Enjoy 

this more than your favorite meal, or favorite chair, or favorite friend. Enjoy Jesus as the ultimate.  

 

Oh Holy Spirit help us savor the gospel.  

 

Look Around. Find the ordinary work of the church, be affirmed in your gifting and labor in obscurity for the 

glory of Christ and the good of others. Discern your role in community (with the help of others) then invest 

yourself as you savor Jesus with the family being built here. This is your chance to live for something 

worthwhile, something powerful. Don’t miss it.  
 



 

In our lives, may the power of the gospel, by the work of the Spirit, be real, noticeable, and transform even the 

“Priests” among us.  

 

The ordinary life of the church reveals the extraordinary power of the gospel. 

 

We see this reality all over the place and we saw it on display this week in the wake of terror and bloodshed.  

 

Sherri Pomeroy - wife of Pastor in Sutherland Springs “Our Belle was with the family that she loved fiercely… 

Our church was not comprised of members or parishioners, we were a very close family. We ate together. We 

laughed together. We cried together. And we worshiped together… 

 

 

A family forged for the fame of Jesus. Ordinary work. Extraordinary power.  

 

And the word of God continued to increase and the number of the disciples greatly multiplied… may it be so 

with us.  


