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As we have been studying Acts, the birth and expansion of the church, it can be easy to see the 

numbers, the characters and even the miracles and miss the main thing… What is it that is 

appealing of the way of Jesus? First century people are not all that dissimilar from us. They have 

jobs, relationships, histories of hurt, the unknown. But yet they were drawn to what was 

spreading… not as you would be to the latest fad but in a way that led them to sacrifice all of who 

they were; a rejection of normal life.  

 

What does Christianity have to offer? Community? Care? Good old fashioned moral 

entertainment?!  

 

Answered rightly - spoiler alert - we would say the “gospel.” Which means the good news of 

Jesus. If that is what is offered, what is meant to draw people in, what is our role in dispensing 

it, announcing this news? Is it for pastors - the trained professionals - or is it for all of us… 

scientists, teachers, neighbors, friends… Then where do we start with the gospel? And where do 

we end? These are the questions we want to explore Acts 8 for an answer this morning.  

 

Those that follow Jesus are made agents of good news.  

 

Acts 8:26–40 “Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the 

road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. [27] And he rose and went. 

And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who 

was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship [28] and was returning, 

seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. [29] And the Spirit said to Philip, 

“Go over and join this chariot.” [30] So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the 

prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” [31] And he said, “How can I, 

unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. [32] Now the 

passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: 

 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 

and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

so he opens not his mouth. 

[33] In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

Who can describe his generation? 

For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

 

[34] And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, 

about himself or about someone else?” [35] Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with 

this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. [36] And as they were going along the 

road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from 

being baptized?” [38] And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the 

water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. [39] And when they came up out of the 



water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on 

his way rejoicing. [40] But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached 

the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.” (ESV) 

 

 

Persecution has come against the church. Those that believe in and talk about Jesus, are hunted 

down and put into prison - beaten… even murdered for it. But the church doesn’t retreat… it 

never has. Those that follow Jesus disperse, many leaving the religious hub that is Jerusalem but 

they don’t stop witnessing of Christ.  

 

Acts 8:4 “Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word.” (ESV) 

 

Preaching the word - to our modern ears we may assume this means just the totality of Scripture 

- and we wouldn’t be wrong - but it is the totality of what Scripture is declaring - and for the New 

Testament church it is the word that is the gospel, the news about Jesus - the promise of him, his 

life, his death, his resurrection - repentance for the forgiveness of sin…  

 

1 Peter 1:23–25 “...the living and abiding word of God;.. And this word is the good news that 

was preached to you. (ESV) 

 

Luke 24:44–48 “Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 

still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 

Psalms must be fulfilled.” [45] Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, [46] 

and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from 

the dead, [47] and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name 

to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. [48] You are witnesses of these things. (ESV) 

 

When we see “the word” most likely indicates “the gospel.” In fact Jesus is the point of the whole 

Bible - his defining good news that shapes every story, the historical account and longing for a 

future. This is what those scattered went about preaching.  

 

Philip, the table servant turned evangelist, preaches that word to everybody. With boldness he 

goes into “hostile” territory in Samaria and the Holy Spirit works and the gospel finds purchase 

in the hearts of the crowd - saved, baptised and filled with the Spirit. Then an angel of the Lord 

tells him it is time to move on - from the bustle of the city to the quiet of the rarely used road 

from Jerusalem to old Gaza. A desert place.  

 

An Ethiopian, a eunuch that served as treasurer for the Queen… in a stagecoach, with servants 

and comfort. We learn that this is a man that believes in the God of the Jews - he has been to 

Jerusalem to worship near the temple. Most-likely a “God fearer,” a gentile convert of sorts. 

Traveling on this same road and reading aloud the scroll of Isaiah, the prophet.  

 



Philip hears him, and the Spirit directs him to go over. He asks if the man understands… and 

then he opens his mouth and gives the Ethiopian the same news that we cherish and make all 

that we offer still today. The good news about Jesus.  

 

We want to understand this good news, and then evaluate what it means in us. Those that 

follow Jesus are made agents of good news.  

 

1) The Good News About Jesus  

 

Why do we need good news? Can’t we just plot our course and attempt to be happy? Can’t we all 

just embrace the heart-warming idea that matches our personality best?  

 

The news is needed because something is wrong. We intuitively sense it, don’t we… not only in 

the vile and bad things of life… but even in regular relationships, in our attempts at greatness, 

and in our failures… there is something off.  

 

There are perhaps many explanations for this sense, but only one of them can be true. And in 

both creation and the Bible, God has revealed himself, made his power known, and being 

created for community with Him, a disruption in that has left a void filled with rebellion and 

hurt. This is the world those scattered preached the word into, this is the reality we bring good 

news to… just as Philip.  

 

“Begining with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.” The Ethiopian reading 

Isaiah 53… it is the starting place… appropriately so.  

 

A king that defeats false saviors by taking on humility… the suffering servant.  

 

Isaiah 53:6 “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (ESV) 

 

From the beginning of humanity in a garden long ago, the disregard for God that flows through 

our family tree and is experienced in our own decisions and actions. Our attempts to be god for 

ourselves. All of it is evidence of something going terribly wrong, the world, life is not as it is 

meant to be.  

 

The way to correct it, to fix the brokenness and end the corruption is this divinely orchestrated 

infiltration into the mess. God taking on flesh, being human. Rejected and despised. The 

God-man acquainted with grief, with hardship, hurt. He is tortured, Isaiah 53:5 “...he was 

pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.” (ESV) 

 



800 some years before Jesus ministers to the people, before he is accused of blasphemy, Isaiah 

promises him and in his life, death and resurrection, all that Scripture said of him is 

accomplished.  

 

Not because finally there were people with real potential… but because he loves. He desires to 

redeem broken vessels that they might carry the water of life once again.  

 

Isaiah 53:11 “Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall 

the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their 

iniquities.” (ESV) 

 

We don’t have Philip’s sermon or talking points, but we can assumed that he told of how Jesus 

took on the sin of the Ethiopian - of all of us - and in its place he gives us his righteousness - 

making us blameless before God, restored to the place we were made to dwell.  

 

That wretched sinners can be made new. That those attempting to live well and follow the rule, 

can experience the fruit of Christ’s perfection. That we would find forgiveness of sin, purpose 

and a new community in the finished work of Jesus.  

 

This is what is preached, this is what is always meant to be preached. The gospel, the declaration 

of Jesus.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:3–4 “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, [4] that he was buried, that he was 

raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, (ESV) 

 

A declaration of who he is and just how far his reign goes. 

 

Colossians 1:15–20 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. [16] For 

by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. [17] And he 

is before all things, and in him all things hold together. [18] And he is the head of the body, the 

church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 

preeminent. [19] For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, [20] and through him 

to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of 

his cross.” (ESV) 

 

Jesus delivering redemption to those lost in rebellion, identity in him as saints, made righteous.  

 

Bringing restoration by the work of the Spirit in us, by transforming our lives and minds, our 

pursuits and passions.  

 

Laying before us the hope of renewal, of eternity with the Lamb of God as our light, our King.  



This is the good news about Jesus. News that crashes the party, that breaks into the darkest 

cavern of despair with hope. The news bringing life-altering “aha” moments… The news 

matching in power the creative word “let there be light.”  

 

As water on parched ground. As aloe on a burn. As a cool evening breeze. As the first shoots of 

light from the sun in the morning… it comes, and is proclaimed to the ends of the earth, that all 

would hear.  

 

The crowd in Samaria believes. The news frees them from the control of sorcery and sin. They 

have great joy.  

 

It is enough for the Ethiopian, that he stops the chariot and identifies with Christ in baptism. 

The eunuch when on his way rejoicing, made new in Jesus. Philip is carried by the Spirit to the 

next place to pass through and preach Jesus.  

 

The story carries on. This word continues to be preached. Each and every person that believes in 

it, believes in Jesus, is transformed, given power and life is never the same.  

 

This truth comes to us and is meant to do work in us…  

 

2) The Gospel in Us 

 

We experience this living hope in Jesus. New identities, as those of Christ, his people, his 

co-heirs. No longer defined by lesser things, but by the redeeming work of Jesus and what he 

says of those that follow him. Freedom in him.  

 

The Spirit works in us transformation, restoring the broken things, giving joy, hope and peace, 

and making us ambassador of these things, representatives of Jesus. His reconciling all things to 

himself happens through us.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:18–19 “All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and 

gave us the ministry of reconciliation; [19] that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 

himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 

reconciliation. (ESV) 

 

Jesus described our destination as the “renewal of all things,” and if it is all things, then this 

gospel, this good news of Jesus is meant for all of life. Not just for a Sunday or a small group. 

Not just just for the “religious self” silo of our life, but for all of it. Everything. Living as agents of 

reconciliation in every corner of life. In our every passion, proficiency, profession, pastime and 

pasture of rest.  

 

The Spirit applying redemption and bringing restoration in us and distributing it through us for 

the life of the world. That in our vocations, in our recreation, in our vacations we would reflect 



lives transformed by this good news, and spend our sweat and treasure on giving others a view 

of Jesus, his grace, his purpose and his plan to reconcile all things to himself.  

 

That others would go on their ways rejoicing.  

 

What surprises me each time I notice it… Philip is not an exception, he is not a special case. This 

is the way of all that follow Christ. Still living life, working, moving, but in all of it making Jesus 

known.  

 

Those that follow Jesus are made agents of good news. 

 

What about you?  

 

Have you believed this good news of Jesus? Have you repented of a life of rebellion against God 

and found hope in Christ? Have you been filled with the Holy Spirit, made supernaturally 

supercharged for all of life?  

 

“The Holy Spirit was not sent at Pentecost to lead us away from this world but to send us out 

into it. He was sent to indwell sinful creatures and unite them to Christ’s glorified flesh as a 

deposit of their final redemption, the resurrection of the body.” @MichaelHorton_ 

 

The Ethiopian’s response is essentially, ‘what prevents me from being obedient?’ There is water, 

why can’t I be baptised. This follows Philip’s obedience, to go and to engage. God chooses to use 

human obedience to carry out his plan. Exactly whom he uses or how is incidental.  

 

Each of us, followers of Christ, can yield to the Spirit and be used to tell the good news about 

Jesus. To be his agents in our world, working for restoration, valuing life, our neighbor, their 

need and the opportunities we are given to care for them.  

 

Understand and proclaim the gospel - the old, old story of God’s gracious rescue of repentant 

sinners. Go on preaching this word wherever The Holy Spirit might take you. Speak into the 

culture and ask if people “understand.”  

 

Those that follow Jesus - is all of “those,” all y’all… all us… I am struck that we are moving into a 

season of understanding and acting on this. Not doing church in the expected ways… but being 

used by the Spirit to break into new territory, to see his work of restoration and renewal.  

 

Jesus before his crucifixion preparing his followers for what is to come… Luke 21:13–19 “This 

will be your opportunity to bear witness. [14] Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate 

beforehand how to answer, [15] for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your 

adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. [16] You will be delivered up even by parents 

and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to death. [17] You will be 



hated by all for my name's sake. [18] But not a hair of your head will perish. [19] By your 

endurance you will gain your lives. (ESV) 

 

 

George MacDonald: 

 

I said: “Let me walk in the field.” 

He said: “No, walk in the town.”  

I said: “There are no flowers there.” 

He said: “No flowers, but a crown.” 

 

I said: “But the skies are black; there is nothing but noise and din.” 

And he wept as he sent me back - “There is more,” he said; “There is sin.” 

 

I said: “But the air is thick, and fogs are veiling the sun.” 

He answered: “Yet souls are sick, And souls in the dark undone!” 

 

I said: “I shall miss the light, And friends will miss me, they say.”  

He answered: “Choose tonight if I am to miss you or they.” 

 

I pleaded for time to be given.  

He said: “Is it hard to decide? It will not seem so hard in Heaven, to have followed the steps of 

your Guide.” 

 

I cast one look at the fields, then set my face to the town; 

He said: “My child, do you yield? Will you leave the flowers for the crown?” 

 

Then into his hand went mine; and into my heart came He; 

And I walk in a light divine, the path I feared to see.” 

 

May it be so with us. Amen.  


