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Ok, so a quick recap of the event here:  
 
We see the disciples of Christ once again in trouble with the leaders of the Jews. Only this time the leadership has ratcheted up 
the pressure. In chapter 4, the de facto leaders of the disciples (Peter and the Apostle John) were warned not to speak any 
longer … to anyone … about the name of Jesus Christ. They obeyed so well. 
 
This time, however, the council arrested all of the disciples and threw them into a prison with all the common, everyday 
prisoners. No separate easy cells, but in and amongst all the criminals. However, sometime during the night an angel of God 
shows up – even though Christ himself has been described this way in scripture before, we’re pretty sure this isn’t him, as he is 
usually named throughout Acts when it is him appearing.  
 
This angel then performs a miraculous work of God. Remember, Miracles unveil and bring about the good and loving will of God. 
They reveal the heart and purpose of God in ways that enlarge our capacity to see his power and glory. When God’s people are 
living in the Life and trusting God for all of their needs, we can expect miracles to accompany such a life! 
 
So this angel commissions the disciples once again to go into the temples to teach about the Life – the one Jesus taught about in 
John 17- when we believe in the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom God sent. 
 
He commissioned them again to teach the Jews that the Life is not just something that begins at death, it begins once you trust 
in the sacrificial work of Christ on the Cross. That it has brought about the chance to inwardly become transformed people who 
outwardly are free to  

 Live with joy and gratefulness 
 Bless enemies 
 Offer caring, healing words as opposed to tearing down, hurtful words 
 Live with purposeful intentionality 
 Live with humility 

And so much more! 
 
So the disciples, emboldened with this fresh calling, go right back out the next morning to the middle of the temple and begin 
teaching again about the life that is available through Jesus Christ and his death on the cross. 
 
Then, when the council and the high priest found out the disciples were gone, they sent the goon squad who were famous for 
their barbaric ways of handling people to “quietly” pick up the disciples again. 
 
The disciples obediently went back to the council and answered their questions by boldly proclaiming that they are witness to 
the very fulfillment of the promise of God to bring salvation and Life to those who believe in him. To offer salvation and 
redemption to the people of Israel. 
 
Peter’s whole message was pointing to Jesus, and his actions, by which God wants to bring redemption and restoration to Israel. 
Even here, God is giving the leadership of the Jews a chance to repent, and continue acting faithfully to his people. God is 
offering them a chance to act as the people did in Nehemiah 9-10. 
 
HOWEVER, by refusing to listen to Peter, they chose to refuse the call of the Spirit to repentance and to continue to trust their 
own ways and were furious – wanting to literally split the disciples apart.  
 
Next, an unlikely ally – of sorts – stepped up and challenged the rest of the council to trust God. To trust that if the disciples 
were preaching a message that was born of their own merits, that God would ensure it would fizzle out. However, if they were 
speaking with authority from God, that the council wouldn’t want to be directly opposing God. He basically says “imagine the 
leadership of the Jewish faith being in opposition to God.” 
 



So, finally, the council decides not to kill the disciples (most likely because they didn’t want to deal with admitting to the Romans 
they had a problem on their hands) but just flog them to within inches of death in a vain attempt to shame them into 
submission. 
 
They were released after the flogging, worshipped God with great Joy, and went right back to fulfilling their calling. 
 
So, let’s take a few minutes to look at three interesting parts of this passage.  
 

First, The Message of Redemption that the disciples were teaching. 
Second, the word of Refreshment that they received. 
Finally, the Time of Rejoicing and a Renewed mission that followed. 

 
I.  The message of Redemption 
 
The Sanhedrin was “filled with jealousy.”  
Take a look earlier in chapt. 5, what was going on?  
 
v.12-16: many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the apostles. And … they even carried 
out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of 
them. The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and 
they were all healed. 
 
Through the work of the spirit, the disciples were healing! God was doing miraculous works! And, they were teaching the Gospel 
in such a manner that the high priest claimed they were “filling Jerusalem with your teaching.” The word picture here is a pitcher 
filled and about to overflow. 
 
Why, then were the Jewish leaders envious of the disciples? 
 
The word Luke uses here is the Greek word Zelos, meaning to be hot, or fervent. Its very close to our word zeal. It can be used in 
both a positive or an evil way. Like, many Raiders fans are zelos for their team.  
 
However, In this case it would be in the evil sense, or a misguided zeal (also often applies to Raiders fans!). Very similar to what 
Paul writes in Rom. 10:2: “they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For, being ignorant of the righteousness of 
God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to everyone who believes.” 
 
The Sadducees and the leaders of the council were so zealous about righteousness through the Law and through works, that 
they missed the opportunity to receive God’s saving Righteousness. They fully missed that It is the Righteousness of God through 
the work of Christ that redeems us, not our works or devoted study/obedience of the Law! It is Trusting God in Christ through 
the gift of God’s Grace, not through simply being born Jewish that they were convinced would bring about their righteousness 
before God. 
 
It was through this misguided zeal that they tapped into to bring Peter, John and the gang before them to answer for their 
“crimes.” 
 
But what followed wasn’t a cowering, ashamed bunch of uneducated men, it was a strongly held message of the Gospel. Peter’s 
message to the council was fixed solely on the Glory of God and the need for Redemption to come through faith in Christ. 
 
The council’s attempt was to steer the attention to the actions of the disciples. We know, and the disciples knew that the central 
disagreement was theological, because if the disciple’s message was true, the council was theologically on the opposite side of 
God’s – a place they didn’t want to approach – especially if it meant that they killed the very Messiah of God! 
 
What about you? Are you living to gain God’s Righteousness through your actions? Are you trying to do “enough good” to 
outweigh the bad? Are you relying on the fact that you were born into a “Christian” family to secure your place before God? God 
desires to restore each and every one of us to a relationship with him that was ruined because of our sin. And there isn’t a good 
deed alone you can do that can change that. It is only through faith and trust in the fact that Jesus Christ, who was fully God and 



fully man, chose to humble himself, come to the earth and be crucified for sins he did not commit. Then, three days later he beat 
death by resurrecting and returning to his rightful place in heaven beside God the father in Glory. That is the message Peter was 
trying to get across to the Sanhedrin, and that is the message that the Spirit wants to ensure you know today! 
 
2. The word of Refreshment 
 
Do you ever get tired? I don’t mean physically tired, I mean weary of doing things that don’t always lead down the direction we 
think they’re going to lead.  
 
For almost five years, Melissa and I were at Dover AFB as missionaries to the men and women in the Air Force. It was our 
mission to take the good news to the poor, the brokenhearted, the captives and the prisoners to darkness. A noble cause, but 
hard. We walked with airmen through abusive pasts, presents and unfortunately, we even prepared some for abusive futures. 
Through the Spirit, we were witness to lives changed and relationships restored. God changed lives mightily during those years 
at Dover, and we were amazed He allowed us to be a part.  
 
But that time took on a toll. We withstood attacks and setbacks on so many fronts during those years. We KNEW the calling we 
had, but we began to get weary. Eventually, God moved us away from that amazing ministry and used a trusted friend to point 
out that God had only changed the context of our ministry, but not our calling. In the midst of our weariness, it was a refreshing 
word. 
 
I wonder if God knew that the disciples might have needed a shot in the arm. It’s interesting the order of events here. They were 
arrested, then miraculously released, then arrested again, then beaten and released.  
 
But in the midst of that was an angel of God saying: “GO! Confidently stand – and don’t stop standing – tell the people about the 
Life!”  
 
What is this Life that the angel commissioned them to speak about again? It’s how John (and often Jesus) wrote about the 
Kingdom of God. It was an instantaneous change of the very life which drives us as human beings. Once we truly commit to 
following Jesus Christ, we immediately die to our old life – our original life. We go from a life that is ineffective, depressing and 
sad, to the beginning of an eternal life that – in essence – is a new way to know God and Jesus in a way we could never have 
imagined.  
 
Look, I believe, It is everybody’s dream to live a life that has great meaning and fulfillment. Until we have made the commitment 
to Follow the leadership of Christ, and deny my “right” to a life of doing what I want; until I have given Jesus the right to be in 
charge of my life and willingly submit my life to others whom have done the same, I will not be truly transformed.  
 
But once we do. This life. Let me tell you. This life that is not some inaccessible world beyond time and space. This life is 
available right here, in the present – at least a partially developed version of it. This life. It makes death and judgment no longer 
factors to be reckoned with for believers. This is the Life the Angels charged the disciples to press on teaching about!  
 
The Life that was ushered in by Christ… 
The life that transforms people in miraculous ways… 
The Life that allows us to care deeply about others… 
The very Life of God which believers are made partakers! 
 
If Disciples had any lingering questions about whether they were in the right, they no longer did. This was a refreshing charge 
they were given! 
 
Then on top of all that went on, God’s Spirit also used a member of the Sanhedrin to encourage them to continue their calling by 
reminding them that if the movement is of God (which this certainly was) then no one would be able to stop it. 
 
I believe that both the words and actions of the Angel and the wisdom of the wise council member offered a refreshment on the 
disciples‘ calling in a way that only the Spirit knew they needed.  
 
When we are living in the Life, we are refreshed in ways we never could have imagined.  
 



3. Time of Rejoicing and a Renewed mission that followed. 
 
Finally, we see a strange reaction. JOY! 
 
Have you even seen an interview with the losing boxer or wrestler, or fighter? They come out of the ring beat up, dejected and 
uninspired. They usually have lost the bravado and the swagger that they displayed on the walk up to the ring. 
 
But have you seen interview with the winner? He is just as bruised and beat up (usually) as the loser, but because he was 
victorious, there is an elation, a confidence and a renewed sense of mission literally dripping from his voice and actions.  
 
The disciples staggered out of the prison horribly beaten, publicly humiliated and physically wrecked. But look at their response 
in verse 41: “Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the 
name.” 
 
I remember in school a long time ago learning about the difference between shame-based societies and guilt-based societies.  
 
A shame-based society is a society in which the primary device for gaining control over children and maintaining social order is 
the cultivation of shame and the complementary threat of ostracism. A shame society is contrasted with a guilt society, in which 
control is maintained by creating and continually reinforcing the feeling of guilt - the expectation of punishment - for certain 
condemned behaviors.  
 
For example. Go back to your childhood days swimming at the public pool. When you did something wrong, the lifeguards would 
whistle, and everyone would stop and turn to look to see who is guilty. However, in a shame-based society, they would keep on 
swimming. Likewise, in shame-based cultures, authority figures like police are not feared as they are here in the West (think 
being pulled over for speeding and the anxiety that usually forms) but they talk boldly and often argumentatively to the police. 
However, if a family member does something that is deemed to be dishonorable or shameful, often death is more comforting. 
 
The disciples were raised and lived in a shame-based society. One we westerners living in a guilt-based society have a hard time 
fully understanding. But the bottom line is that the actions of the Sanhedrin were not intended to keep others in line by beating 
the disciples – or instituting guilt-inducing policies. Rather they were to shame the disciples themselves, so that they would 
retreat and cower for their remaining days.  
 
But what actually occurred in them is not shame, but a display of rejoicing and a boost of morale! They were…Filled with JOY!!  
 
John Piper wrote that the joy of many Christians today is paper thin because we fail to surround ourselves with messages and 
reminders of the huge glory of God! The disciples came face to face (again!) with the Glory of God and were emboldened and 
elated with the joy that came through being counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. 
 
It is through Living in the Life provided only by a belief in Jesus Christ that anyone can experience this type of Joy! Those who 
have the Life are able to rejoice in all circumstances. It is one of many victories that can be produced by suffering.  
 
But at the end of the day, they disciples were heralding the good news! They didn’t stumble out like that losing fighter, they 
“never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.” They could only maintain that desire, that 
drive through a Joy that can only come from seeing the Glory of God and trusting Christ. 
 
The famous author and preacher Charles Spurgeon wrote: Oh, that each one of us might truly say, “unto me is Jesus born!” If I 
truly believe in Him, Christ is born unto me, and I may be as sure of it as if an angel announced it personally to me, since the 
Scripture assures me that if I believe in Jesus, he is mine and I am his and through union with Him, I become a partaker in His 
everlasting life, and in all that he has. To the shepherds, the angels said, “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy…” and, 
truly, the angelic message is still the source of joy to all who hear it. REJOICE! Then you who feel that you are lost; for Christ 
Jesus the Savior and Prince comes to seek and save you. Rejoice, o sinners, everywhere, for the Restorer of the castaways, the 
Savior of the fallen, is born! 
 
May the knowledge of God’s desire to restore a relationship with you through the death and resurrection of his Son, Jesus 
Christ, bring about a joy you haven’t experienced, and a rejoicing that rivals that of the disciples the day they were released. 
Amen. 


