
The gospel can seem confounding to us and to those outside the faith it is utter folly. But it 
really is the power of God. Let’s talk about it. Read together 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5. 
 
1) Paul makes it pretty clear that to those that are saved, the gospel is power but to those 
that are perishing, it is folly. Are we without hope if it confounds us on occasion? Are there 
aspects of the gospel you wrestle with? 
 
We continue to grow in understanding and believing in the gospel so there may be ways it rubs us as 
we are sanctified. Our hope is that we increasingly cherish and embrace the grace of Christ.  
 
2) God has used an upside down reality to work redemption - a crucified savior is opposite of 
what was expected - what is it about the weakness as power of the gospel that can encourage 
us? 
 
It is encouraging that God worked opposite of our ability to succeed or prove ourselves. This is a 
tremendous grace. It also means we can live in the opposite way of the world in response to the gospel!  
 
3) In 2:5 Paul states that he has preached the simple gospel so that we would not trust in 
man but rest in the work of God. What does our life look like trusting God and the gospel? 
 
I imagine it might mean we prioritize things differently in life and living holding material things 
looser etc. We may also live more in the purpose we sense God has given us whether it is normative for 
the world.  
 
4) Are there things we can do as a group to encourage each other to live well in response to 
this upside down kingdom we have been invited into?  
 
Preach the gospel to each other, study Scripture, support one another…  


