
Sermon on Awkward Generosity prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

 

Christian generosity is formed and fueled by the grace of Jesus.  

 

Take out your connect card - one on every chair - we will fill out the front after the sermon in our 

time of reflection but turn it over and on the back I what all of us to write something down at the 

same time. Got your pen? Okay, go ahead and write down your annual income.  

 

Wait, what? Did you hesitate? Did you sense some angst at that request? Did you think, ‘how 

dare he ask that!!’? That sensation, that guttural response is something we want to think about 

today as we finish out our awkward series on the things of Christianity and the church that can 

be uncomfortable.  

 

Today it is generosity. It hits home, right in our wallet. Our status. Our identity and those things 

in life that we prioritize.  

 

For most of us, this isn’t a favorite topic. It is personal business.  

 

I asked some friends why the topic of generosity is awkward in the church and here are some of 

the responses I got: 

 

“We want the church/pastors to be poor on our behalf (vicarious Christianity via our “priest”) 

 

We don’t see the earthly ROI that we could use to justify a good “investment” 

 

We are so tainted by our culture that giving in a meaningful way is wildly countercultural. We 

want rich people to give but that’s always pointing fingers at the other (the new Socialists, etc) 

 

We’re so secretive about money it creates a huge social chasm that no one wants to talk about. 

We don’t want to find out we make way more or way less than anyone else or it will ruin how we 

perceive ourselves.” 

 

One guy even said, “It's awkward to talk about in church because the perception is that the 

preacher is just wanting to pad his own wallet!”  

 

Giving, generosity is awkward to talk about, it is more awkward to live it out. Against the culture, 

prioritizing a different purpose than self. Giving for something greater.  

 

Full disclosure: I am just like you. I am fully acquainted with money, the desire for more, the 

benefits I am convinced it brings. And I have been to the mountaintop. I know what it is like to 

want the dreamhouse and actually own it. I know what it is like to be “comforted” by my own 

liquidity. My value, my six-figure salary.  



I like nice things, and I rarely go without.  

 

But I have also learned something of reliance beyond what our western affluent mindsets 

prescribe. And it is something all the more I want to run after in union with Christ, as a follower 

of Jesus. And maybe we should all run together.  

 

So here we are, getting awkward, talking about generosity and looking for some keys for how we 

approach giving away what we have as an act of defiance against the norms of the world.  

 

Christian generosity is formed and fueled by the grace of Jesus.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15  

 

There are so many places in Scripture we could go to see a biblical perspective on generosity. It 

is a vitally important issue and in the New Testament giving, sacrifice, surrender are normative 

in the Christian experience.  

 

Jesus said much, 16 of his 38 parables concerned money or possessions. One out of ten (288 in 

all) verses in the Gospels deal directly with money. So there is something to it.  

 

But here in our text for today we have a NT church that has previously promised obedience - 

sending a financial gift to the church in Jerusalem which was in need. Paul is urging them to act 

on this promise to give and actually carry it out like others had.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:1–5 “We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been 

given among the churches of Macedonia, [2] for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of 

joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. [3] For 

they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 

[4] begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints—[5] and this, not as 

we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.” (ESV) 

 

But this is Corinth. They are no poor Macedonia… they have their own issues, but they are flush.  

 

And in Paul’s call toward generosity, we find some keys that might just help us as we think of 

giving in our day. Keys that help us wrestle the dragon or slay the beast!  

 

This certainly won’t be exhaustive, but it should be a good start.  

 

1) Generosity is not forced  

 

Is this a requirement of the church? Is there a mandate that has to be submitted to? These are 

just a couple of questions we have.  

 



But Paul launched into the exhortation to give by telling the church it can’t be done against your 

will… and he wants them to give, don’t miss that.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:6–7 “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. [7] Each one must give as he has decided in 

his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (ESV) 

 

This morning some of us were quick to be sparing… withholding info we thought too personal. 

A few may have been bountiful in it quick to write down your income! But Paul says there are 

two kinds of generosity, in the context of giving money to the church.  

 

Protectively, which means protecting my money, my resource, my time at all costs. Or 

bountifully, a gift, with a quickness, not as a transaction but as a blessing. This has been terribly 

abused by some as a get rich quick scheme but Paul is pushing this sense that there is a spiritual 

reality at play in our giving.  

 

It is not about earning heaven or a special seat at the table. But these two ways of giving do have 

spiritual fruit that matches them. So it is clear what is the ideal here right…  

 

But it is not to be forced, not meant to be accomplished begrudgingly, or under compulsion. 

Each one must give as they have decided in their heart.  

 

Honestly, I think it would be easier if Paul had just given us a rule to follow here. Right, a clear 

declaration of how much a good Christian gives, just how generous we have to be.  

 

Try to make you hate: C.S. Lewis says we should give financially to the point that it means going 

without some comforts and luxuries: “I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can 

spare… There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do because our charities 

expenditure excludes them.”  

 

That is usually where we try to land with some standard. And arguably there is covenantal 

history to giving that set more parameters.  

 

Even Jesus, in calling out woes on scribes and Pharisees says in Luke 11:42 “But woe to you 

Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect justice and the love of God. 

These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.” (ESV) 

 

The plain language is, do the tithing AND pursue justice and the love of God (care for others). 

But without much discernible trend scholars, pastors, and believers have landed in various 

places. Some people hate the word tithe and others embrace it. (Don’t email me!)  

 



While I don’t think there is a mandate for it in the NT, I do think a tithe, a first tenth is a 

tremendously helpful guide in giving. I often counsel that if we can't give 10% we need to 

evaluate and make changes... basis to grow from.  

 

The safe perspective is that this is less about a percentage but instead about priority. Where do 

we see value, what is most important and how does it shape what I decide in my heart?  

 

“There is no set pattern or requirement regarding what a disciple does with his or her wealth. 

Some are called to give up all because their love of money is rooted so deeply. Others are led to 

give a significant portion of what they have, as Zacchaeus does (19:8). Others give a portion of 

their wealth in property (see Barnabas’ actions in Acts 4:36-37). The gospel in the new covenant 

does not specify what we should do with our financial resources, but it does call us to give 

cheerfully from the heart (2 Cor. 9:7).” Gospel Transformation Bible 

 

 The Apostle is calling the church to prioritize the other, those in need, to prioritize the mission. 

And to give, as they have determined, freely, cheerful. It pleases God.  

 

‘But Pastor what about the question of where to give?’ How much to the church and how much 

to others? Well, again you have to decide in your heart (seeking the Lord for direction) but if you 

have signed on to a church and agree with its mission and what it takes to make that mission 

happen, then that should be a priority.  

 

But if you find yourself dragging your feet or feeling forced, something is off. Think through that, 

where are priorities off, what has become most important and is it in the right place.  

 

I think it gets easier when we recognize the second key.  

 

2) Generosity is actually regifting 

 

Regifting is the best! Have you ever given a gift back to the person that gave it to you without 

realizing it?!  

 

All that we have is a gift. Even if we have sweat, strategized, and risked, it is still a gift from the 

giver of life.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:8–11 “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all 

sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. [9] As it is written, “He 

has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 

[10] He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 

seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. [11] You will be enriched in every 

way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.” (ESV) 

 



Paul quotes Psalm 112:9 to say how the sower, freely giving is given righteousness as an 

indication of the gift of provision and righteousness that is at the center of our generosity.  

 

Here is the truth for the church - God is not a taker, he is not a receiver of our generosity - first 

he is the giver. The supplier gives grace to you - charis, gifts - so you have sufficiency in your 

giving, abounding in every good work.  

 

We give because everything we have, when seen rightly, has been given to us by the Sovereign of 

the universe and we trust his provision. And this is where I think testimony comes into play. I 

have been here, never without, God always providing for what he has called me to. It's who he is 

and what he does.  

 

Encouraging petition and prayer, Jesus gives a glimpse into the heart of the Father.  

 

Matthew 7:8–11 “For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one 

who knocks it will be opened. [9] Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give 

him a stone? [10] Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? [11] If you then, who are evil, 

know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven 

give good things to those who ask him!” (ESV) 

 

Matthew 6:26 “Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, 

and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? (ESV) 

 

As a kid I was always more generous when it was my Mom’s money - she would always ask for 

change - but God doesn’t ask for change, in fact, he gives you more grace, more provision, more 

righteousness so that you can be generous. All we do is regift what we have been given and it 

brings the true giver much delight, he loves it!  

 

“What spectacular benefits go to the generous giver. First, sufficiency for any generous deed to 

which God calls us... And second, a righteousness that endures forever, demonstrated by willing, 

generous giving that then is followed by a personal harvest of righteousness that extends to the 

church at large.” Preaching the Word 

 

God desires our hearts, the whole of who we are and what better way to captivate more of who 

we are than by instigating reliance on Him. As we rely on his provision of grace, we are enriched 

to be generous. It is a promise!  

 

So we spend his gifts for his glory. All of his gifts… that’s the next key.  

 

3) Generosity includes more than money  

 



Without a doubt what Paul is challenging the church in Corinth toward is financial support of 

the saints. Giving as they are able to help others. But in the encouragement, he reveals that 

generosity is more than money.  

 

Still in verse 11, “You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way…”  

 

Often when I have conversations with folks in the church there is a lot of agreement here. 

Usually, the perspective goes like this, “things are super tight financially so what I am going to 

do is “tithe” my time by serving in the church. Awesome, we need to serve in the church. But 

Paul says here we are enriched in every way so that we can be generous in every way. Not we are 

enriched in every way so we can be generous only in some ways.  

 

If there is a cross to bear, or life to die to, it might be this. That we give over all of who we are, 

time, talent, and treasure for the sake of the glory of Jesus.  

 

Think of this one in terms of how often you have declined participating in the life of the church 

(services, small groups, prayer meetings) by saving “I have something else going on.” Versus 

how many times we have said to other things “I can’t do that because I have church, or small 

group, or prayer to go to…” If we never do that, does it reveal our priorities? 

 

Recognizing that key of generosity we are working to move the church into alignment there. New 

Covenant: 

 

“I will steward the resources God has given me, including time, talents, spiritual gifts and 

finances. This includes regular financial giving, service and participation in community that is 

sacrificial, cheerful and voluntary (Matt. 25:14-30; Rom. 12:1-2; 2 Cor. 8-9; 1 Pet. 4:10-11).” 

 

1 Peter 4:10 “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's 

varied grace:” (ESV) 

 

So we determine in our hearts how to give, in every way, because we have been given to in every 

way. This is what believers do, and it is what the church does together.  

 

4) Generosity is ministry  

 

2 Corinthians 9:11–13 generosity produces  “thanksgiving to God. [12] For the ministry of 

this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many 

thanksgivings to God. [13] By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your 

submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your 

contribution for them and for all others, (ESV) 

 

The regifting of God’s provision actually spreads the worship of him. It produces thanksgiving to 

God. Those that receive not only have needs met in the immediate sense but it also stirs 



affections for Christ. Paul says the generous church will glorify God because the way they have 

submitted themselves to their identity in the gospel - because they belong to Christ, they are 

generous and the saints, those that come to faith in Jesus will rejoice looking beyond the gift to 

the ultimate Giver.  

 

This truth always makes me think of the silly story of a struggling mother in need of food for her 

kids. (Maybe I have told it before) but she lived next door to an atheist and he was constantly 

annoyed by her continual praying. “Oh Lord we need food and I can’t provide it but you are 

good, please help us!” Over and over she would pray. Finally, the atheist had enough and 

resolved himself to buy groceries for this lady and ruin her faith.  

 

He loaded up. All the good stuff. Fresh fruit and vegetables. Steaks. Several bags of groceries and 

he set them on her stoop and waited behind the bushes. When she came out of the door and 

noticed the groceries she start exclaiming and praising Jesus! “Oh Lord you are so good, we were 

starving and you gave us food, how great you are!” At that moment the atheist jumped out from 

his hiding spot and yelled “Ha! I can prove your God doesn’t exist, I was the one who gave you 

groceries!” The lady just smiled and returned her eyes to heaven saying “Lord you have provided 

for us with good things and you used the devil to do it!” 

 

So much in the same way, the kingdom goes forth, mission unfolds as the Lord uses the 

generosity of his people for the good of others and his own glory. Maybe more appropriate is the 

old Ray Boltz song… A vision of heaven as saints greet one another singing “Thank you for giving 

to the Lord, I am a life that was changed!” 

 

To know that our giving translates to gospel ministry in the mountains of Mexico, unreached 

regions of Asia, South America, even to our neighbors, to children with special needs. That as we 

pray for those receiving they pray for us and God is glorified. What a joyous thing to participate 

in.  

 

And the generosity of individuals is combined into fascinating kingdom impact. This is written 

to the body to the church, the community of believers. The local church then acts like a hedge 

fund. Members investing in it trusting the glory of Jesus is spread abroad.  

 

This is what happens with the Corinthian church - their gift serves the family of faith, the gospel 

goes forth and the world is forever changed. And that has been the way of faithful churches ever 

since. It is the way for us.  

 

And all of it, from the determined heart, to the regifting, to the holistic generosity to the ministry 

of it, all of it is done in response to what Jesus has done for us.  

 

5) Generosity is in response to the grace of Christ  

 



Generosity is “submission that comes from our confession of the gospel of Christ… it is because 

of the surpassing grace of God upon us that we give. Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!  

 

Christian generosity is formed and fueled by the grace of Jesus.  

 

This is Christianity really - removal of drudgery/religious duty and finding new motivations - 

being propelled by the love of Jesus for us. Not earning but responding to the gift we have been 

given in Christ.  

 

This is where we must understand the gospel - the good news. That God the Son, Jesus lived an 

obedient and sinless life in our place. That he sacrificed himself taking on a death that our 

disobedience deserved. And that he broke the chains of our captors in his resurrection. That 

sinners who repent and trust in Jesus will be forgiven and have eternal life. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:9 “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 

yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” (ESV) 

 

That we would be recipients of the greatest of gifts, new life, identity, purpose and citizenship 

that will never be revoked but only be enjoyed forever.  

 

Our generosity formed and fueled by this grace of Jesus. It is what loosens our grip on lesser 

things. It is what motivates the mission. It is the thing we want to keep flowing to others.  

 

How can we not give, how can we not be the most generous people because of what we have 

been given in Christ? And if you don’t have faith in Jesus, this is not for you. But if you have 

been transformed by the Spirit, renewed, made new in Jesus this is supposed to be you!  

 

So what’s the hangup? Why are we such “sparingly” people? With our time, treasure and talent?  

 

One writer quoted stats that those indicating they were motivated by grace only gave on average 

3% of their income…  

 

If you will allow the good doctor to do some diagnosis… We have a leaking problem.  

 

I thought about it this past week as I was able to get away to the desert to spend some time in 

study and prayer. It just so happens that my time came at the tail end of the blooming season for 

desert flowers. A “super bloom” given the wet winter we had. What is funny to me, almost to a 

person, those that went to see the flowers told of being underwhelmed by them.  

 

Reflecting on that I wondered if our lack of awe at the sight of desert flowers indicates that we 

aren’t really acquainted with the desert. If we were in it day in and day out. Feeling the 

triple-digit heat, the relentless sun of summer, the dry, desolation of its expanse. Because the 



more we are familiar with that the more beautiful a brilliantly colored flower will look on the 

canvas of sand and sage.  

 

It is a scheme of the enemy of God to keep us so comfortable that we don’t recognize our need, 

so we don’t live relying on Jesus and his provision.  

 

The grace we sing of and shout amen about leaks out of us as we fill ourselves with expectations 

of the world, wants, things we justify as needed and deserved. But as we intentionally drink of 

this grace, make it our mainstay, our sustenance, then we are as generous as our Savior has been 

to us.  

 

As we remind each other of the desert of our souls and the flowing water of the Spirit, any bloom 

looks breathtaking. Draws us to live relying on the provision of Christ for all of life.  

 

And there is no better place to be.  

 

The gospel fuels it in us. A life of surrender, self-giving, generosity for the glory of Christ who 

gave himself for us.  

 

It is actually a giving over of ourselves - all of who we are to Jesus. And maybe the last holdout is 

our money… but what we are given far surpasses anything we could store up.  

 

And the more acquainted with grace we are, the more we meet the real Jesus the more likely we 

will be to say with Paul: 

 

Philippians 3:7–8 “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. [8] 

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord…” 

 

Christian generosity is formed and fueled by the grace of Jesus.  

 

Oh Lord, make us generous as a reflection of your generosity toward us!  

 

What do we do with generosity, where do we go from here? We don’t have a big campaign to 

kick off, a project to fund. But we do have a budget that matches commitments for ministry. So 

we go to the well of provision over and over trusting in the enriching of the Lord for his glory.  

 

Get the gospel - be formed and fueled by it. Drink deeply of the grace of Jesus in his word and 

in your life. Let his purpose and provision loosen the grip of temporary things.  

 

Confess and Repent - Own your misplaced priorities and turn them over to Jesus. And turn 

to him and his grace that he would make you generous.  

 



Give generously - determine in your heart to live in response to the grace of Jesus and give it 

away, regift with extravagance. Join with the saints in mission, for the increasing glory of God. 

Give abundantly because God’s grace is being irresistibly worked into your heart.  

 

Here we stand, recipients of the most generous act of history, redemption by the blood of Jesus. 

May our lives be proof of that radical generosity found in Christ, for his glory and our good.  

 

 


