
Sermon on gifts in Ephesians 4:1-13 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

The church is supernaturalized by the Holy Spirit for maturity and mission.  

 

In 1985, perhaps the most important movie of a generation was released in the saga of a 

working-class man rising to heights of physical, mental, and diplomatic success. The story told 

of perseverance, tenacity, dramatic odds, and the inner-capacity to face a world of opposition 

but still prevail.  

 

The movie, Rocky IV. I am afraid it is lost on a whole generation… it is iconic. Arguably the 

greatest patriotic movie released in the tense time of the Cold War (if you don’t know what that 

was, see me after class!)  

 

Like all good 80’s movies, it had a training montage - dramatic rapid sequence put to a stunning 

musical score. Rocky labored long and hard - the training - in isolation, under surveillance, 

climbing mountains, using farming implements to build strength. And he enters the arena 

against a giant. But Rocky is “no mere man” as Drago discovers. There was something of zealous 

passion that drove him, made him relentless.  

 

Rocky wins the fight of his life and he ascends the ropes of the ring to proclaim “If I can change, 

and you can change, WE ALL CAN CHANGE!”  

 

Rocky IV paints a picture of the church - alone in enemy territory, the necessity of building 

strength for the purpose we are called to. And when we are on the field, off the couch of comfort 

and sloth, we are zealous for the battle. Experiencing an otherworldly animation and 

empowerment for the task before us.  

 

And through the battle, we win the opportunity to declare to the world, “If I can be changed, and 

you can be changed, we all can be changed!”  

 

Okay, so don’t hate on me for my theology of movies… it works I promise!  

 

When we live like we are promised, empowered, it may get a little awkward and the Ivan Dragos 

of our day will notice. But it is all good. It is what we are made a church for and the arena will 

never be the same because of it.  

 

The church is supernaturalized by the Holy Spirit for maturity and mission.  

 

Ephesians 4:1-13 

 

We are a trinitarian people. We believe God has revealed himself through Scripture as one God 

in three persons. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

 



Back in Paul’s letter to the church, which is inspired, guided by the Spirit to tell us what the 

church is supposed to be about. From the formation of the global church, through Jesus’ life, 

death, and resurrection, sinners saved by grace are made into a family for life, for flourishing 

and for the expansion of the kingdom of God.  

 

The church then, not only formed but also “gifted” for the work of ministry. Equipped with the 

instruments needed to accomplish the task.  

 

And in that gifting, there are some very normal things. Abilities, personalities, strengths. But 

there are also some things that can really weird people out. Things that can make us 

uncomfortable and even skeptical. And it is these things we want to think about today.  

 

“Christianity founded on belief in the supernatural resurrection of a first-century Jewish 

carpenter, has been and always will be abnormal.” McCracken  

 

The miraculous. Supernatural power given by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Miraculous gifts are given to the church, we are meant to want them, and they are part of the 

building up the body in love.  

 

1) The Church is Supernatural 

 

Supernatural: adjective; “unnaturally or extraordinarily great; (of a manifestation or event) 

attributed to some force beyond scientific understanding or the laws of nature.” 

 

As opposed to merely intellectual, this is the church, made extraordinary, empowered by 

something beyond understanding.  

 

And this supernaturality is a gift, a “charis” or grace to the church. Not earned but given.  

 

Ephesians 4:7, 8, 11 “But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of 

Christ's gift. [8] Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he 

gave gifts to men.” 

...[11] And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 

teachers,” (ESV) 

 

Here Paul gives a list of roles in the church, a partial list, that show the delegated authority or 

power to members of the church.  

 

And this was the plan all along. Jesus in the thick of his ministry gifts his disciples with power 

for the work he sends them to do.  

 



Matthew 10:1 “And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 

spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction.” (ESV) 

 

More than just his twelve, or later 72 disciples sent on mission, he will give the church - 

everyone who will follow this initial band - a Helper.  

 

John 14:16–17 “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 

forever, [17] even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 

nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.” (ESV) 

 

John 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will 

teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” (ESV) 

 

After his resurrection, he makes the promise again at his ascension to heaven.  

 

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (ESV) 

 

And days later, the Holy Spirit descends onto the church with miraculous signs, supernatural 

power, as fire, giving believers new languages to proclaim the gospel, a dramatic reversal of 

Babel and the church explodes onto the scene.  

 

But it doesn’t stop there does it. The church moves out, the Spirit keeps empowering and 

miracles happen, lives are transformed and Jesus is glorified.  

 

The church prays for boldness when persecuted, and that the Spirit would continue to heal, do 

signs and wonders in the name of Jesus.  

 

Even the churches that go a little sideways are reminded that they are gifted by the Spirit for 

their good and the glory of God.  

 

1 Corinthians 1:4–8 “I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 

was given you in Christ Jesus, [5] that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and 

all knowledge—[6] even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—[7] so that 

you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, [8] who 

will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (ESV) 

Several places in the NT give us lists of gifts, none exhaustive but all an example of the ways in 

which the Spirit empowers the church.  

 

Romans 12:6–8 “Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if 

prophecy, in proportion to our faith; [7] if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his 

teaching; [8] the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the 

one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.” (ESV) 



 

1 Corinthians 12:7–11 “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

[8] For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance 

of knowledge according to the same Spirit, [9] to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 

gifts of healing by the one Spirit, [10] to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 

another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another 

the interpretation of tongues. [11] All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who 

apportions to each one individually as he wills.” (ESV) 

 

Each one for the expansion of the kingdom and the flourishing of the church. 

 

We are okay with the Spirit imparting something not listed but we also can’t deny that among 

them are some that are so miraculous they can be viewed as awkward.  

 

Healing we can’t explain but that happens. Words of wisdom and knowledge; knowing things 

we shouldn’t…  

 

Various kinds of tongues: “Spirit-energized ability to pray, worship, give thanks or speak in a 

language other than your own or one you might have learned in school” 

 

Prophecy: “Spirit-prompted, spontaneous, intelligible messages orally delivered to a person or 

community intended for edification and encouragement.” 

None of these contradicting Scripture but highlighting it and personalizing it in the church.  

 

Here’s the thing, while there are lists and the description of them used in the NT there is not a 

prohibition or end to them in Scripture - not until Christ returns and he dwells with those that 

belong to him for eternity.  

 

So it is no secret that as a church we believe the same gifting/empowering has continued 

through history to today (continuationist).  

 

The church hasn’t lost its supernaturality despite some attempts to close the work of the Spirit in 

antiquity.  

 

The opposing view is called “cessationism” The gifts have ceased and arguments for this position 

are that the Spirit empowered the church until the canon of Scripture was closed. More so now 

that while no biblical evidence exists there is experiential evidence because there has been abuse 

of “so-called gifts” or because of a personal lack of awareness of them.  

 

But the church fathers experienced the miraculous. Augustine encountered the gifts. Jonathan 

Edwards experienced them during the first Great Awakening. And many of us have experienced 

them first hand in the life of the church.  

 



So if these are real, if the Spirit truly empowers and gifts the church with the miraculous, even 

uncomfortable supernaturality, what do we do.  

 

2) The Church Should Eagerly Desire the Gifts 

 

1 Corinthians 12:31 “But earnestly desire the higher gifts…”(ESV) 

 

1 Corinthians 14:1 “Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you 

may prophesy. (ESV) 

 

1 Corinthians 14:39 “So, my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid 

speaking in tongues.” (ESV) 

 

The church is meant to desire the gifting of the Spirit like a car needs gasoline to go - or a 

charged battery.  

 

Paul in this letter to a church that needed correction for overemphasizing one gift above others, 

rather than saying - ignore the gifts, or drop them. He says three times to desire them. Zealously 

desire - to long for, ache for them.  

 

We don’t desire the gifts for entertainment sake, or to be more spiritual than the next church or 

Christian, we desire the gifts because we long for maturity in Christ and we have a mission.  

 

Ephesians 4:13 “until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,” (ESV) 

 

If it is the fullness of Christ we are headed to, why reject part of him? Is that not rejecting the 

standard we are meant to become like?  

 

We desire it because Jesus said we would receive power to be witnesses of the gospel and we 

need power!  

 

“We can’t just think our way to spiritual growth and missional impact. We must rely on the 

Spirit, and that means taking seriously Paul’s commands for believers to “earnestly desire” the 

spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 12:31), especially the gift of prophecy (14:1).” McCracken 

 

The typical posture is “I am Charismatic with a seatbelt on.” Which actually leaves us looking 

stupid because it usually means we are sitting in the car buckled up but not moving, not going 

anywhere.  

 

We don’t like awkward things, we prefer comfort, and if I can keep everything in a neat little box 

in my head I am in control.  

 



Sam Storms writes, “My opposition to spiritual gifts was also energized by fear… [like] the fear 

of what might occur were I fully to relinquish control of my life and mind and emotions to the 

Holy Spirit” 

 

Called to desire the gifts as a church and if we don’t we are disobedient to Scripture.  

 

James 1:22 “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” (ESV)  

 

“If we are not a people compelled by the sanctifying, shaping power of the Holy Spirit to change 

us from who we are to who we are meant to be, then we are not the church Jesus wants us to be.” 

McCracken  

 

And if I am going to give an account of how I taught and shepherded you, I am not going to tell 

you to ignore what we are called to be about. So we desire the gifts, even the awkward ones - 

especially the awkward ones, biblically. Protecting against abuse... 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:16–21 “Rejoice always, [17] pray without ceasing, [18] give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. [19] Do not quench the Spirit. 

[20] Do not despise prophecies, [21] but test everything; hold fast what is good.” (ESV) 

 

1 Corinthians 14:40 “But all things should be done decently and in order.” (ESV) 

 

"This power, this real power straight from heaven, the power of the presence of God in our lives 

for all eternity, is not something you can step into and out of at your leisure." JC Wislon 

It must be earnestly desired. Hungered for because they are good. They show us a glimpse of the 

renewal Jesus is working in the world. They empower the proclamation of truth, of grace. And 

they bind together the family of God.  

 

“Gifts are like vessels that carry us back to our homeland; they should be enjoyed, but only in 

that they are taking us to our true source of joy and our true love.” Andrew Wilson  

 

So don’t settle for intellectual assent alone, long to be supernaturalized by the Spirit that 

together we would be made mature and on mission.  

 

3) The Spirit Gives Gifts in the Context of Community 

 

Ephesians 4:16 The church gifted, tied to Christ our head “from whom the whole body, joined 

and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, 

makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” (ESV) 

 

Pursue love (community) and desire the gifts… “for the upbuilding and encouragement and 

consolation” of the church (1 Cor. 14:3).  

 



1 Corinthians 14:12 “So with yourselves, since you are eager for manifestations of the Spirit, 

strive to excel in building up the church.” (ESV) 

 

It is our love that gives us away as followers of Jesus and it will be the work of the Spirit that 

confirms the grace of the gospel among us and the nations.  

 

It is in community that we test, by the word. It is in community that we pursue, that we practice 

the gifts. It is in community that we are safe, protected from false teachers and demonic 

opposition to maturity and growth.  

 

Jesus only ever healed and worked miracles in environments of relationship and faith. We need 

the same environments and they are found within the church.  

 

The truth is, the gifts of the Spirit are more likely to come around the dining table then the 

crowded sanctuary. We want them in both places but only within the context of community, of 

the body of Christ.  

 

1 Peter 4:8–11 “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of 

sins. [9] Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. [10] As each has received a gift, use 

it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: [11] whoever speaks, as one who 

speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in 

order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and 

dominion forever and ever. Amen.” (ESV) 

 

"We are ordinary people interested in supernatural power!.. The point of the Spiritual gifts is the 

same as the Spiritual fruit - to serve others and build up Christ's church... all gifts granted by the 

Spirit are given so that Christ Jesus will receive glory. We are not given any gift - whether 

teaching or tongues, works of service or words of knowledge  - to glorify ourselves. The Spiritual 

gifts aren't keys to becoming super-Christians. They are distributed mainly that we might 

contribute to the magnification of Jesus." Jared Wilson, Supernatural Power for Everyday 

People 

 

Equipped for the ministry, the mission of the church to bring others into a relationship with 

Jesus.  

 

The church is supernaturalized by the Holy Spirit for maturity and mission.  

 

If the Spirit still gives gifts - even those that make us nervous or uncomfortable - and they are 

meant to be eagerly desired - where do we go?  

 

Labor in Community - Love well, serve, be quick to forgive and reconcile. Grow together. 

Study. Pray and seek the face of Jesus. Ask for gifts for his glory, for our maturity and the 

mission he has set before us.  



 

We can confuse “Indwelling” & “Infilling.” As a follower of Christ, when you were gifted faith by 

the Spirit, believing in Jesus, you were indwelt, the Spirit took up residence in you. So as we ask 

for more of the Spirit’s work and gifting it is not a question of if you have the Spirit but a 

question of whether the Spirit has you. 

 

Ask for the gifts that we would learn surrender, yielding to his purpose and power.  

 

Be Equipped - As elders, we have a responsibility to equip you for ministry. So we commit to 

walking slowly, running along side you, at the pace of our community, to pursue the gifts. We 

will endeavor to teach specifically, read together, and have workshops with partner churches 

that will help us highlight and seek the gifts. 

 

As a community, we don’t have to have it all figured out tomorrow. But we are committed to 

being who we say we are, who Scripture calls us to be. That we may attain the unity of the faith 

and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 

of Christ.  

 

Pursuing the gifts can feel like carrying a log on your shoulders up a Russian mountain - but you 

don’t have to do it alone! The victory has been won - the Spirit promised to empower to glorify 

Jesus has come, he dwells within you and he gives gifts as he pleases for the good of the body. 

 

“If I can be filled, and you can be filled, we all can be filled!”  

 

Let’s go!  

 

 

 


