
Easter Sermon on Galatians 2:20 by Jonathan Shradar 

 

Imagine you are there, in the city of Jerusalem on Easter morning. The city has been abuzz with 

the scandal of this miracle-working teacher and his execution. Just one week before you 

remember the jubilant crowd welcoming him into the city with shout of excitement.  

 

Maybe you even heard one of his sermons during the week or witnessed his challenge to the 

religious leaders. But here you are, waking up with the sunrise and wondering what this day 

would have in store. You have friends who followed this Jesus and they spent their Saturday 

waiting, sad no matter how you tried to cheer them up.  

 

Then you hear commotion from your neighbor’s house… “the tomb is empty!” you hear someone 

say. And you see your friends run by with the biggest smiles ever. You join them on the street as 

they make their way to a garden.  

 

Your happy crowd goes past a huddle of disciples dancing for joy… and you come to the tomb… 

it is open and your friends go inside to be sure the rumor is true before Roman soldiers come. 

You stand there, confused, you had liked what this Jesus said during the week but you also 

thought it was a little much… could he really be believed? Then your friend comes out of the 

tomb and tells you it is indeed empty, Jesus is not here. He leans in close and says “He is risen! 

And this changes everything!” 

 

Fast forward to today and this is essentially what Easter Sunday is for us, the announcement 

renewed, the truth reminded… “He is risen, and this changes everything.” 

 

We might think Easter is just about tradition, dressing up, the time when midwesterners break 

out Spring clothes! Or maybe it is just about Easter baskets and candy! But how would you 

answer if someone asked you what the point of Easter is? 

 

I asked a few people. Some answered with blank stares. Some gave good Jesus-y answers. One 

friend with a prophetic voice answered that the point was: “To try to cram into one day the 

resurrection joy and power that should define all of the Christian life.” 

We want to spread that joy and power out, but on this Easter we do want to see the source of it, 

what the resurrection proves and points to. The empty tomb is vindication of the gospel 

preached by Jesus and the church.  

 

This is the news that the resurrection unleashes on the waiting world.  

 

Jesus, in love, gave his life for you that you would have real life in him.  

 

 



Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who 

lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 

gave himself for me.” (ESV) 

 

Why Galatians on Easter? It packs a punch and it was written to people that are letting 

resurrection joy slip. Paul calls them and us back to the grace that the risen Christ confirms.  

 

Just last week in our study of Acts we heard of the founding of the Galatian church, in hard 

places, continuing in the faith. And Paul has penned this note to remind them to keep on 

clinging to Christ for salvation and life. Some had come into the church trying to force rules on 

people - trying to go back to the old ways of proving you belonged - it happened to a lot of 

people, but Paul stands strongly against it and gives us gospel dynomite for our Easter and 

everyday.  

 

Jesus, in love, gave his life for you that you would have real life in him. 

 

Chewing on this one verse and its backdrop in Scripture, we can understand that a life was 

necessary, Jesus gave his up in love for you, and it was for life.  

 

1) A life was necessary…  

 

From the garden God first created - there has been the need for covering. Maybe you remember 

the story, Adam and Eve, our ancestors, the first parents, in the perfect garden, walking with 

God enjoying the abundance and at complete peace.  

 

But there was a serpent in the garden and he tempted and tricked Eve. He persuaded Eve and 

her husband Adam to break the rule, the one rule. And they ate of the fruit of the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil.  

 

The atmosphere changes, death enters the world for the first time, and in the cool breeze Adam 

and Eve get goosebumps and realize they are naked… in need of covering. God sheds blood to 

make them clothes, but they are sent out of the garden into a life of toil and pain.  

 

The story of the Bible then follows other people longing to relate to God again - people in need of 

atonement - blood to cover their sins. Sinful people unable to stand in the presence of the 

perfect and holy God.  

 

A law is given, new rules for life, how to relate to each other and God. If you kept them all 

perfectly you were in… but no one could keep them - we are too broken… and the temporary 

sacrifices were never enough to make things right.  

 

 



Jesus came to live the law with perfection, and to sacrifice himself or us, once and for all, 

crucified in our place, giving us credit for it. He came to justify his people, to make us acceptable 

for fellowship with God.  

 

“The opposite of “justified” is “condemned”. Justification means that in Christ, though we are 

actually sinners, we are not under condemnation. God accepts us despite our sin. We are not 

acceptable to God because we actually become righteous: we become actually righteous because 

we are acceptable to God.” 

 

This is being crucified with Christ.  

 

“I am as free from condemnation before God as if I had already died and been judged, as if I had 

paid the debt myself. And I am as loved by God as if I had lived the life Christ lived. So “it is not 

me that lives but Christ” is a triumphant reminder that, though “we ourselves are sinners”, in 

Christ we are righteous.” 

 

No amount of law keeping, no amount of moral behavior will grant us righteousness, because 

everything we do on our own is tainted. This is all Jesus.  

 

“Christ will do everything for you, or nothing.” Keller  

 

This is the light breaking forth on Easter.  Not only was a life necessary, but it was given up in 

love.  

 

2) It was done in love 

 

“The Son of God who loved me and gave himself up for me” This is who Jesus it. And what a 

profound truth - this is for all who believe in Jesus - you believe because he loves you!  

 

Jesus did not go to the cross and graciously give you salvation because you did the right things. 

He didn’t choose you because you impressed him or had some untapped potential he needed to 

see. Jesus took on your cross and beat death for you, not because you caught his eye in your 

Easter Sunday best… but because he loves you - because you are his.  

 

“Just Because You’re Mine” by Sally Lloyd-Jones (read and hold up)  

 

“The gospel I need to hear daily: God loves you because of what he’s like, not because of what 

you’re like.” Sam Alberry 

 

This is God’s love for us in Christ. Not a general love - it is personal, effectual… “gave himself up 

for me!” On purpose. We could not give our own lives, we couldn’t bring what was needed, and 

he gave his in love.  

 



“Imagine that your house were burning down but your whole family had escaped, and I said to 

you: Let me show you how much I love you! And ran into the house and died. What a tragic 

and pointless waste of a life, you would probably think. But now imagine that your house was 

on fire and one of your children was still in there, and I said to you: Let me know you how much 

I love you!, ran into the flames, and saved your child but perished myself. You would think: 

Look at how much that man loved us.” (Keller illustration)  

 

“If we could save ourselves, Christ’s death is pointless, and means nothing. If we realize we 

cannot save ourselves, Christ’s death will mean everything to us. And we will spend the life that 

he has given us in joyful service to him, bringing our whole lives into line with the gospel.” Keller  

 

‘It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me. The life I live now, I live by faith…’ The life, 

death and resurrection of Christ, necessary, done in love… for life.  

 

3) It was for life  

 

Christ lives in me. His righteousness, his security before the Father is ours, we are fully justified 

in him. And it frees us to live. To experience real life… for eternity.  

 

No longer looking to imposters for help, hope, or fulfillment. But given a new identity, a new 

lease on life in Jesus.  

 

After Easter, resurrection joy and power should define all of Christian life. Resurrection is about 

this life becoming ours - nothing more to accomplish - an adventure to be lived “in the Son” 

united with Jesus in joy and power.  

 

Made part of Jesus’ renewal plan for the world.  

It is promised, and unfolding, because the resurrection happened.  

 

Romans 6:4–5 “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 

life. [5] For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 

him in a resurrection like his.” (ESV) 

 

1 Corinthians 15:21–22 “For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 

resurrection of the dead. [22] For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.” 

(ESV) 

 

Romans 8:11 “If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 

Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells 

in you.” (ESV) 

 



Colossians 2:12–14 “having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised 

with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. [13] And 

you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 

together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, [14] by canceling the record of debt that 

stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.” (ESV) 

 

By grace you are saved through faith and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God. This is the 

power that couldn’t be kept in a tomb, this is what resurrection life proves and clings to in all 

things.  

 

Jesus, in love, gave his life for you that you would have real life in him. 

 

Believe and Live.  

 

Believe in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, that he did this for you, in love and it met the 

requirement, it quenched wrath against your sin. Look to nothing other than the cross of Christ 

for your justification. And live from this truth. Free. Joyful. Hopeful. And going somewhere… On 

your way, tell somebody!  

 

Breathe deeper today, enjoy the gift you have been given - and know he loves you and is bringing 

you to a home with him, forever.  

 

He is Risen! This changes everything. The gospel is true. Jesus loves you. And he has given you 

new life.  

 

We join the prayer of Paul for the church… that the resurrection would come alive to you, 

confirm the hope you have in the good news of Jesus and give you a taste of the joy and power 

meant to define the Christian life… Ephesians 1:18–21 “that you may know what is the hope 

to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, [19] and 

what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the 

working of his great might [20] that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 

seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, [21] far above all rule and authority and 

power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 

one to come.” (ESV) 

 

Amen. 

 


