
Sermon on Genesis 3 prepared by Jonathan Shradar  

 

Genesis 3:1–15 “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the 

LORD God had made. 

 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” [2] 

And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, [3] but 

God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall 

you touch it, lest you die.’” [4] But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. [5] 

For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil.” [6] So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its 

fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. [7] Then the 

eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves 

together and made themselves loincloths. 

 

[8] And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 

the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 

garden. [9] But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” [10] And he 

said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 

myself.” [11] He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 

commanded you not to eat?” [12] The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 

gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” [13] Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this 

that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 

[14] The LORD God said to the serpent, 

 

“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock 

and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, 

and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 

[15] I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 

offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” (ESV) 

 

The meaning of Christmas is the forgiveness of sin.  

 

I like holidays and one thing I really like is holiday traditions… One tradition we have attempted 

to get rolling is watching a Christmas movie to kick off the season, to get us thinking about all 

that is to come. Decorations seem to come out earlier and earlier each year and we haven’t been 

all that good about our movie tradition but we tried!  

 

That movie? Elf. There should be no one who has not seen the movie so I am not worried about 

spoilers… Buddy, a human raised as an elf goes on a search for his father and he finds him - a 

real Scrooge. The story unfolds with Buddy trying to infect the family, and anyone he meets, 



with the joy of Christmas. As if the meaning of Christmas is simply to have the “Christmas 

spirit.” Actually needed to save Christmas... If enough people catch a glimpse of Santa and sing 

loudly enough of him, the holiday will be saved and they will proved they believed in all the 

ridiculousness that came before.  

 

The meaning of Christmas, nothing more than a sugar rush and shiny toys, really has no 

meaning at all.  

 

And here comes the curmudgeon pastor, raining on the Elf parade! The counter-cultural church 

presenting something more than wanton materialism and egg nog. It is our embrace of the true 

“spirit of Christmas” that brings real joy, real hope, and real peace.  

 

The meaning of Christmas is the forgiveness of sin.  

 

This is probably not the first bit of Scripture you think of when you decorate the tree and sing of 

the silent night. But the whole account of Genesis three, the fall of man, centers on this promise 

of the serpent crusher and the rest of the story heaves toward this promise, its completion and 

lasting effects.  

 

Man and woman, perfectly paired, thriving together in the garden of God. There was work, to 

name all the creatures, to enjoy the abundance of God’s provision, and to walk with God himself. 

Everything is as it should be, as it is meant to be. Bliss. Bare before each other and more 

importantly God, and unashamed, welcomed.  

 

They are to enjoy the fruit of every tree save one - the tree of the knowledge of good and evil - its 

fruit bringing death.  

 

Even without reading you know how the story goes… as if you feel it in your bones. From the 

exuberance of “bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh…” to a tricky snake tempting and 

deceiving Adam and Eve.  

 

Zooming out, what happens does incite death… the perfect creation corrupted. The fruit of the 

fall; pain, toil, disobedience toward God, sin. The consequence of this scene felt in every broken 

situation and circumstance of our day and through all of history.  

 

But here is the great hope of Christmas - all of the corruption that infiltrates from the garden 

scene is being permanently undone by the deliverer promised.  

 

Our goal this morning is to recognize our part in the need for the promise, then meet the 

Serpent Crusher and see how far he might get with a bruised heel.  

 

The meaning of Christmas is the forgiveness of sin. 

 



1) Why this Promise? 

 

Ultimately the story of a babe in a manger begins with a man and women in a garden, a serpent 

enemy and God. And while they are the first to believe the lie that God has kept something from 

them, they won’t be the last.  

 

Twisting the words of God - the serpent, Satan, has no greater desire than to spoil the beauty 

that God has created. “Did God really say?.. You will surely not die…”  

 

The standard had been given - enjoy everything here except this tree, it is for your good. As 

image bearers of God they have choice, they have minds to ponder, to pursue and to submit to 

what God has instructed them in.  

 

Have you ever put yourself in Adam and Eve’s place? Thinking maybe you would make a better 

choice? Having a full view of what this choice will bring to bear on humanity - we think we 

would obey. Yet we live every day making the same choice that our parents in the garden did. 

Listening to voices that twist the word of God choosing to make ourselves “like God” but missing 

the great provision he has given us. Running after innumerable other “fruits” to sink our teeth 

into.  

 

Once the bite is taken, and shared, even their bloodstream is tainted by the corruption this 

disobedience invites into creation. Passed down to all that follow, humanity, not generally good, 

but born with the inheritance of the failure in the garden and immediately making the same 

choice in our lives.  

 

Romans 5:17 “because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man” 

 

Some days we feel it and see it more clearly… but it is always there. Always lurking in our DNA, 

triggered in myriad ways. Life in exile from the garden. This is exactly why we need this promise 

- to fix things, to bring us back to the garden.  

 

The scene plays out in heartbreaking fashion. Ashamed of their nakedness before each other and 

God, they hide. He searches and asks “who told you that you were naked?” God not unaware of 

what happened but asking questions to enlighten Adam, and us. The shame comes from an 

accuser - the serpent that tempts - and it was by their disobedience that shame exists.  

 

Immediately the curse is felt by the addition of pain in childbirth, tension between the woman 

and her husband, pain in the toil of the field, thorns and a sure death returning to the dust from 

which they are formed. But just a breath before God reveals the deepening effects of the sin and 

removal from paradise he speaks this word of promise.  

 



Directed toward the serpent, a promise of ongoing hostility between their descendants and One 

in particular that will come and bruise Satan’s head - grind it, overwhelm, crush it even as he 

bruises his heel.  

 

The curse that is seared to every image bearer will be corrected, the deceiver defeated 

relationship between God and man restored.  

 

“There is no humanly generated way out of this horrible predicament of sin and alienation from 

the Paradise of God’s provision. Indeed, all those descended from Adam and Eve are not only 

guilty of sin but they love to sin; and they cannot do otherwise, having inherited Adam’s fallen 

nature (Rom. 5:12–14). While we retain God’s image, it and creation have been deeply marred 

by the sinful actions of our representative head... Adam (Rom. 8:20–22). We need saving. This 

God promises to do with the very first announcement of his redemptive design for a messianic 

deliverer, a descendant (an “offspring” or “seed”) of the woman whom Satan has deceived—a 

Seed who will ultimately overcome Satan and his influence (Gen. 3:15). This gracious promise 

becomes an organizing theme for the rest of Scripture and the rest of human history, as every 

character and event find their place in relation to the great battle that now unfolds between the 

conquering Seed of the woman and the resistance of Satan.” Gospel Transformation Bible  

 

Jesus Storybook Bible “You see, sin had come into God’s perfect world.  And it would never 

leave.  God’s children would always be running away from him and hiding in the dark.  Their 

hearts would break now, and never work properly again.  God couldn’t let his children live 

forever, not in such pain, not without him. 

 

“In another story, it would all be over and that would have been…  THE END. 

 

“But not in this story. 

 

“God loved his children too much to let the story end there.  Even though he knew he would 

suffer, God had a plan– a magnificent dream.  One day, he would get his children back.  One 

day, he would make the world their perfect home again.  And one day, he would wipe away every 

tear from their eyes. 

 

“You see, no matter what, in spite of everything, God would love his children– with a never 

stopping, never giving up, unbreaking, always and forever love. 

 

“And though they would forget him, and run from him, deep in their hearts, God’s children 

would miss him always, and long for him– lost children yearning for their home. 

 

“Before they left the garden, God whispered a promise to Adam and Eve:  “It will not always be 

so!  I will come to rescue you!  And when I do, I’m going to do battle against the snake.  I’ll get 

rid of the sin and the dark and the sadness you let in here.  I’m coming back fro you!” 



 

And he would.  One day, God himself would come.” 

 

Enter Christmas!  

 

2) Jesus is the Promise 

 

The story of humanity unfolds, always struggling with the curse, and always looking forward to 

the arrival of the Serpent Crusher. From murder, to multiplying, a flood to cleanse and reboot,  a 

tower and scattering of people, and eventually setting apart one family. To be formed by the 

promise and wait for it…  

 

Constant hints and reminder that seed of Eve is coming. The anointed One, the Messiah. From 

Bethlehem will come the true king.  

 

Micah 5:3–5 “Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return 

to the people of Israel. 

[4] And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

to the ends of the earth. 

[5] And he shall be their peace.”(ESV) 

 

From the manger to the Man of Sorrows, stricken for us, suffering in our place.  

 

Christ’s heel bruised on the cross becoming sin so that we might become the righteousness of 

God. A Savior, the Serpent Crusher.  

 

Tasting death in our place and undoing the corruption of the fall by rising from the grave. Luke 

24:47 “that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” (ESV) 

 

The scene we highlight at Christmas is not some sentimental feel good story of a struggling 

refugee girl needing a place to have her baby; it is war unfolding. The promise has come - Jesus - 

to live in obedience, die wearing our guilt and to reign forever by putting the enemy of God 

under his feet.  

 

Every story whispered his name, and now those that believe in him cling to another promise of 

his return, to reign forever.  

 



And you are in this story… sons and daughters of Adam and Eve. Feeling the pain, seeing the 

plain evidence of the need for it all to be fixed. Living now on this side of Christmas - the 

promise has come, he has begun his work and invites you into it.  
 

3) Jesus is for You 

 

The waiting is over. We don’t need any more hints. Jesus has come, and by believing in him we 

trade in an inheritance of sin for his righteousness and a new bloodline.  

 

Galatians 4:4–7 “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, [5] to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as sons. [6] And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 

our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” [7] So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 

an heir through God. (ESV) 

 

The Serpent Crusher did not come to even the playing field. The Bible does not declare that since 

Christmas has come, you now have a fighting chance to be good and work your way back into the 

garden. To turn your toil to sweating to earn God’s pleasure again… falling again for the lie…  

 

Jesus has won, his reign is unfurling and heading toward life near the tree again, people free, 

forgiven of sin, adopted, able to walk with God again. MERRY CHRISTMAS!  The gift of 

forgiveness, God’s grace toward us in Christ.  

 

Romans 5:15–17 “But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's 

trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus 

Christ abounded for many. [16] And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. For 

the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many 

trespasses brought justification. [17] For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned 

through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free 

gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. (ESV) 

 

None is too far, none too self-righteous, none too corrupted that they are out of the reach of this 

Christmas gift, the Serpent Crusher. Good news of great joy for all people. Believe in Jesus. He is 

for you…  

 

The meaning of Christmas is the forgiveness of sin. 

 

Get in on this!  

 

Move from the tyranny of the snake to the kingdom of the Son. Accept the gift that is Jesus. 
Believe he lived in perfect obedience for you, that he died in your place to meet what your sin 

deserved, and that the life he revealed in his resurrection is now yours.  

 



Let the gift be given through you. Bring peace, tell people about the forgiveness found in 

Jesus. Put on your serpent crushing boots and stand against the corruption and effects of sin, in 

your life, in the life of the world. 

 

Romans 16:20 “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ be with you.” (ESV) 

 

Because of Christmas, The Serpent Crusher is reigning as King forever, and that snake, “the 

dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan…” will be thrown into the lake of fire to 

be tormented day and night forever and ever.  

 

Your sin forgiven. Your life real in Jesus. Forever.  

 

Come, Thou long expected Jesus 

Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us, 

Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

Hope of all the earth Thou art; 

Dear desire of every nation, 

Joy of every longing heart. 

Born Thy people to deliver, 

Born a child and yet a King, 

Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all sufficient merit, 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 

I guess Elf isn’t all bad… in the “spiritual” moment of the movie, everyone singing and the 

Christmas spirit meter going off the charts… It is an appropriate picture of what Christmas is 

meant for.  

 

That people would see the real Jesus… believing in him, being forgiven, made free to live for his 

fame. Merry Christmas!  


