
Sermon on Isaiah chapters 13-20 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

The hope for humanity is the King above all kings.  

 

Isaiah 14:24–27 “The LORD of hosts has sworn: “As I have planned, so shall it be, and as I 

have purposed, so shall it stand, [25] that I will break the Assyrian in my land, and on my 

mountains trample him underfoot; and his yoke shall depart from them, and his burden from 

their shoulder.” [26] This is the purpose that is purposed concerning the whole earth, and this is 

the hand that is stretched out over all the nations. [27] For the LORD of hosts has purposed, and 

who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it back?” (ESV) 

 

The hope for humanity is the King above all kings.  

 

We have an authority problem. It is not something new. And those with children know firsthand 

the inborn nature of this reluctance toward authority.  

 

We don’t outgrow it, we just learn to hide it so we can get by. We don’t trust, we oppose others - 

we even have bookmarked crackpots to back us up on everything from the superiority of every 

niche political view to the dangers of lavender as an essential oil… As fuel to the fire within us is 

social media contexts where you can rally like-minded troops to your cause in opposition to the 

reigning authorities wherever you find them. 

 

Rogue independence. We even value it culturally. That we would stand alone against the tyranny 

of human constructs and mob rule.  

 

At the root of this angst toward authority, which was born in a garden long ago, is the desire 

really to be the authority ourselves. I have been in more than one relational conversation where 

the the sharp point boils down to “you are not the boss of me!” And this is our mantra 

everywhere we walk… in work, in play, in politics, in education, in the HOA, and even in the 

church…  

 

But this inclination is dangerous - and it is right to say it even leads to death.  

Here is the rub, there is and has always been an authority higher than all others (even 

ourselves). And in Christ, he has put on flesh to reign over the universe unopposed.  

 

While this may seem like bad news, subjection to an authority, it is actually glorious news of 

hope and when faith is put in the King above all kings we find life.  

 

That’s why we are here this morning, submitting our Sunday to an authority other than self. One 

who reigns in power. We see him revealed in Isaiah 13-20. Eight chapters of this prophetic 

message to God’s people and the world. Seems like a lot to take in one morning, but we will grab 

the nuggets in the flow.  

 



 

Before, in chapters 1-12 we have warnings and the promise of judgment for God’s set-apart 

people. For Judah and Israel. Yet alongside the harsh results of sin are the steady promises of 

maintaining a remnant of faithful followers. A promise of a child, Immanuel, God with Us, to 

come and reign, to free his people from slavery to sin. Then the glimpse into a Messianic 

kingdom of peace and eternal praise. Responsive worship after the grace of Immanuel.  

 

Then in chapter 13 and onward for several chapters, the prophetic voice turns to those outside 

the original family. A wild ride of judgment toward six nations that stand in opposition to God. 

Gets so crazy the Prophet is even instructed to go around naked to prove God’s point.  

 

And popping in on Isaiah’s words of warning we gain important insight. 1) God is the ultimate 

authority, 2) Opposition to this authority is death; 3) Faith in this authority is life.  

 

Choose life!  

 

1) God is the ultimate Authority 

 

We have already encountered Yahweh - the Lord over all. God of the universe. Who uses the 

schemes of man for his purpose, to bring peace, to bring judgment. The actor behind the scenes 

weaving the tapestry of the human story for his glory.  

 

And walking through these chapters we see it again. The hand that is strong enough to 

determine seasons and boundaries is at work always. / This is not just a God for Israel or Judah, 

but his rule extends over all.  

 

Really this is biblical theology at work - we only ever see God as the defining authority in every 

molecule and movement, every government and gutter.  

 

As an anchor against the nations that challenge him is his sovereignty.  

 

Isaiah 14:24, 26–27 “The LORD of hosts has sworn: “As I have planned, so shall it be, and as I 

have purposed, so shall it stand...[26] This is the purpose that is purposed concerning the whole 

earth, and this is the hand that is stretched out over all the nations. [27] For the LORD of hosts 

has purposed, and who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it back?” 

(ESV) 

 

His hand is stretched over all nations - none is beyond his authority - and who can reverse his 

purpose? Who can turn it back? No one!  

 

He is sovereign, in control, over events of life, our existence, times and tyrants.  

 



We can wrestle if we are comfortable with that truth or not - why he would allow certain things 

to happen - but the foundational truth from the beginning of time is that God is the ultimate 

authority.  

 

The Lord of Hosts, or armies, powerful, purposeful. He is the director and influencer of history - 

he keeps on directing. 

 

Isaiah 46:9–11 “for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, [10] 

declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My 

counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,’ [11] calling a bird of prey from the 

east, the man of my counsel from a far country. I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; I have 

purposed, and I will do it.” (ESV) 

 

Daniel 4:34–35 “for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from 

generation to generation; [35] all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he 

does according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and 

none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?” (ESV) 

 

Proverbs 16:4 “The LORD has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of 

trouble.” (ESV) 

 

Acts 17:24–27 “The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and 

earth, does not live in temples made by man, [25] nor is he served by human hands, as though 

he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. [26] 

And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 

determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, [27] that they should 

seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from 

each one of us,” (ESV) 

 

And this authority, God himself is given flesh as Immanuel. This is Jesus, the reigning King. He 

rendered all enemies defeated on the cross and through his resurrection - not only death and the 

devil but all lesser authorities, kings and kingdoms... 

 

Hebrews 10:12–13 “But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat 

down at the right hand of God, [13] waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a 

footstool for his feet.” (ESV) 

 

Revelation 19:15–16 “From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the 

nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the 

wrath of God the Almighty. [16] On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of 

kings and Lord of lords.” (ESV) 

 



Isaiah 45:22–23 “Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there 

is no other. [23] By myself I have sworn; from my mouth has gone out in righteousness a word 

that shall not return: ‘To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear allegiance.’ (ESV) 

 

So, God is the ultimate authority. His rule is executed by Christ the King, now and forevermore. 

Got it?! 

 

“The central fact of human history is that the God of the Jews is no tribal deity, no localized god 

who rules over this hill or that mountain or some aspect of nature like the clouds or the harvest. 

Instead, Isaiah proclaims a God who rules twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, year after 

year, century after century over every square inch of earth and over the small and great events of 

history—a God who has made a plan for the whole world and brings it about by his irresistible 

power.” 

 

Seems like a no-brainer right, we are in church, we get it, God is above all… then why the life of 

opposition?! 

 

 

2) Opposition to Him is death  

 

The flow of Isaiah is marking out judgment - what is to comes on the “day of the Lord” for those 

standing in opposition to him. And it is not good!  

 

Six nations that he calls out in these chapters.  

 

1 - Babylon - judged for trusting in their own power an arrogant sense of prowess on the global 

stage. (13:1-22) 

 

2 - Philistia - judged for rejecting God’s people (14:29-32) 

 

3 - Moab - judged for their pride, a nation that would be utterly humiliated (15:1-16:12) 

 

4 - Damascus/Israel alliance - judged for their raging and thirst for human power (17:1-14) 

 

5 - Cush - Ethiopia - judged for trying to secure the world without the Lord - (18)  

 

6 - Egypt  - trusting in the social, economic, intellectual strength, and it will be all laid to waste 

(19:1-25) 

 

All of these judged and set to be judged on the day of the Lord. There is a temptation to interpret 

these warnings with a newspaper or history book in hand, but they are about something bigger - 

they are warning for us, for all of humanity.  

 



 

These are representative examples… Those that disbelieve, that reject God, that disregard his 

existence and authority. The unreligious! The prideful clinging to self as the authority, 

narcissistically thinking we are the gift to the world.  

 

Isaiah 16:6 “We have heard of the pride of Moab— how proud he is!— of his arrogance, his 

pride, and his insolence; in his idle boasting he is not right.” (ESV) 

 

We don’t have to go far to see examples of this in our times, but I found this gem.  

 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau: “What could your miseries have in common with mine? My 

situation is unique, unheard of since the beginning of time. The person who can love me as I can 

is still to be born. No one has ever had more talent for loving. I was born to be the best friend 

that ever existed. I would leave this life with apprehension if I knew a better man than me. Show 

me a better man than me, a heart more loving, more tender, more sensitive. Posterity will 

honour me because its my due. I rejoice in myself. My consolation lies in my self-esteem. If there 

were a single enlightened government in Europe, it would have erected statues to me.”  

 

It is almost as if there was a recorder on my mirror!  

 

And man we have experienced the fruits of this posture of life these last couple of weeks, holding 

up the social construct of our time as the thing to be worshiped. Lawmakers celebrating, 

whooping and applauding an abortion bill granting legal right to end the life of a child to birth. 

Or the governor of a prominent state endorsing infanticide, the murder of a child after birth if 

the parent doesn’t want them.  

 

Human defiance toward God… 

 

Or closer to home - championing political leaders that sound an awful lot like Rouseau… “If 

humility is the spirit of Christ, then our pride is the spirit of anti-Christ.” 

Isaiah 14:13–14 “You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will 

set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; [14] I 

will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’” (ESV) 

 

Refusing to humble ourselves before God is the essence of sin - it extends to all of humanity. 

Once we have dealt with our own, if it unsettles us, injustice and arrogance around us we can 

trust in the coming intervention by the King above all kings.  

 

Judgment is coming and has come… “every shock of human history is a day of the Lord 

foreshadowing the day of the Lord.”  

 

Isaiah 13:6–13 “Wail, for the day of the LORD is near; as destruction from the Almighty it will 

come! [7] Therefore all hands will be feeble, and every human heart will melt. [8] They will be 



dismayed: pangs and agony will seize them; they will be in anguish like a woman in labor. They 

will look aghast at one another; their faces will be aflame...” 

 

“Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, to make the land a 

desolation and to destroy its sinners from it. [10] For the stars of the heavens and their 

constellations will not give their light; the sun will be dark at its rising, and the moon will not 

shed its light. [11] I will punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; I will put 

an end to the pomp of the arrogant, and lay low the pompous pride of the ruthless. [12] I will 

make people more rare than fine gold, and mankind than the gold of Ophir. [13] Therefore I will 

make the heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken out of its place, at the wrath of the 

LORD of hosts in the day of his fierce anger.” (ESV) 

 

Isaiah 14:11 “Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, the sound of your harps; maggots are laid 

as a bed beneath you, and worms are your covers.” (ESV) 

 

So if there is an ultimate authority and he is God, and opposition to him is death, what does 

submission to him deliver? Is there hope for the nations, for who they represent, is there hope 

for us? 

 

3) Faith in Him is life  

 

The hope for humanity is the King above all kings. 

 

God in his sovereignty, uses judgment as an instrument in saving… it is the litmus indicating the 

presence of a problem, the need for help, for rescue. And his extended promise of grace draws 

those once opposed to repentance and faith.  

 

God’s ultimate purpose is salvation. For Babylon, for Egypt… for every other soul that has been 

faced with the choice of rejecting his authority or trusting in it.  

 

Some will finally look beyond themselves and behold their King.  

 

Isaiah 17:7–8 “In that day man will look to his Maker, and his eyes will look on the Holy One 

of Israel. [8] He will not look to the altars, the work of his hands, and he will not look on what 

his own fingers have made, either the Asherim or the altars of incense.” (ESV) 

 

And for us this is a bright hope, not only for the church but our mission of making him known in 

the world.  

 

Isaiah 19:19–23 “In that day there will be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the land of 

Egypt, and a pillar to the LORD at its border. [20] It will be a sign and a witness to the LORD of 

hosts in the land of Egypt. When they cry to the LORD because of oppressors, he will send them 

a savior and defender, and deliver them. [21] And the LORD will make himself known to the 



Egyptians, and the Egyptians will know the LORD in that day and worship with sacrifice and 

offering, and they will make vows to the LORD and perform them. [22] And the LORD will 

strike Egypt, striking and healing, and they will return to the LORD, and he will listen to their 

pleas for mercy and heal them. 

 

[23] In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and Assyria will come into Egypt, 

and Egypt into Assyria, and the Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians.” (ESV) 

The highway has come… realized in the submission of Jesus, in the garden languishing in prayer 

before what he knows will be death and separation from the Father for the first time in 

eaternity… and he prays for the cup to be taken, “nevertheless, not my will but yours be done.”  

 

If there is a way for Egypt, there is a way for you… turning to the ultimate authority, bowing our 

knee to King Jesus, submitting to his gracious rule. Confessing with our mouths and believing 

with our hearts. Putting our faith in Him. The Lord will make himself known and we will know 

his and worship with sacrifice and offering, vows to the Lord…  

 

His purpose in salvation is a uniting of humanity!  

 

Isaiah 19:24–25 “In that day Israel will be the third with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the 

midst of the earth, [25] whom the LORD of hosts has blessed, saying, “Blessed be Egypt my 

people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel my inheritance.” (ESV) 

 

A grand vision of vastly different peoples coming together in worship of Jesus. We may not see it 

on the global scale, but we see it in the church, and it is coming for eternity.  

 

Jesus the King is the One through whom God will judge the world and bring us into eternal 

peace. He is the reason we now live with redemptive hope.  

 

So as we wait, we rest under his authority. We trust in his power as Isaiah indicates we should! 

We trust in his purpose, his timing. This is life, abundant.  

 

The hope for humanity is the King above all kings. 

 

“God is calling us to look away from the little world we have made to the One who made us. God 

is calling us to stop putting our hope in what we can do and start putting our hope in the divine 

Doer. Regard him with desire and glad expectation, and you will discover that he is enough. 

Reject everything incompatible with him - the idolatrous altars of your heart. If you will suffer 

the loss of all things to gain Christ, he will make you too happy to care. That is faith, and God is 

calling you to live by faith. Stop trusting in your own altars of incense. Let Christ alone be your 

sweet incense before a holy God. Reject yourself. Embrace Christ as your offering acceptable to 

God, and he will accept you without your own works-righteousness. No matter what you lose in 

order to gain Christ, don’t worry about it. He’s worth everything.” Ortlund 

 



God, through his word, by the power of the Spirit, is calling. May our answer be yes and amen!  

 

Friends come in, away from the attempts at authority that leave you spoiled and headed toward 

death. Believe in Jesus, Immanuel, God with Us, who lived for you, died in your place and reigns 

through his resurrection.  

 

Savor His sovereignty. He is orchestrating all things for his glory and our good. Let that truth 

turn worry to trust, fear to joy. Cling to him alone, your security, your hope. Because of Christ’s 

surrender to the purpose of the Father we can surrender to him as our King. It will change you!  

 

Invite others in. Make this King’s rule evident. Reveal in your walk the peace that surpasses 

understanding. Be bold in the face of lesser kings.  

 

In 1896 Judson Van DeVenter published what is now a well known, and well-worn song, a hymn 

of the church. He had lives that tension of being his own authority or giving it over to the true 

authority.  

 

“For some time, I had struggled between developing my talents in the field of art and going into 

full-time evangelistic work. At last the pivotal hour of my life came, and I surrendered all. A new 

day was ushered into my life. I became an evangelist and discovered down deep in my soul a 

talent hitherto unknown to me. God had hidden a song in my heart, and touching a tender 

chord, He caused me to sing.” 

May the words he wrote be our very own today and always…  

 

All to Jesus I surrender, 

All to him I freely give; 

I will ever love and trust him, 

In his presence daily live. 

 

All to Jesus I surrender, 

Humbly at his feet I bow, 

Worldly pleasures all forsaken, 

Take me, Jesus, take me now. 

 

All to Jesus I surrender; 

Make me, Savior, wholly thine; 

Let me feel the Holy Spirit, 

Truly know that thou art mine. 

 

All to Jesus I surrender, 

Lord, I give myself to thee, 

Fill me with thy love and power, 

Let thy blessing fall on me. 



 

All to Jesus I surrender; 

Now I feel the sacred flame. 

Oh, the joy of full salvation! 

Glory, glory, to his name! 

 

Refrain: 

I surrender all, 

I surrender all, 

All to thee, my blessed Savior, 

I surrender all. 


