
Sermon on Isaiah 24-27 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

The promised death of death invigorates and sustains those that believe in Jesus.  

 

Isaiah 25:1-12 

 

“Teddy’s mom, Sil Mazzini, gave him a choice for his 6th birthday: The family could go to Disney 

World or Legoland, or Sil could throw a party for his friends. 

 

Without hesitating, he chose having a party, and Mazzini started planning right away. She 

booked space for 40, 30 classmates plus parents, at the Peter Piper Pizza in Tuscon, sent out 

invitations in school, assembled goody bags and then waited for the big day, Oct. 21. 

But none of the guests showed up to the pizza parlor. It was just Mazzini, Teddy and the boy’s 

father, who came in from out of town. 

Mazzini got one call from a parent saying they’d have to cancel. But otherwise, she expected 

close to 32 guests. Nobody came.” (Washington Post)  

Teddy didn’t notice, he played arcade games with his Dad and had a great time. But his Mom 

was upset and she took to Facebook, posting a picture that quickly went viral. And the offers of 

do-overs came rolling in. A radio station wanted to throw another pizza party…. But they had 

their fill of pizza.  

Then the Phoenix Suns chimed in and offered a celebration with “thousands at their place” as 

they took on the Lakers. Teddy got privileged access, met the players in the pregame 

shootaround and was celebrated in an arena filled with all kinds of people.  

It's a fun story - starts sad and your heart breaks for the kid - but ends with something far 

greater than they could have imagined.  

The thing is, I think it is a gospel story. Left to human strategy and efforts, the party (life) is no 

party at all. But there is something better coming, beyond our dreams.  

It is just like what we have in Isaiah 24 - 27. Four chapters of Isaiah’s apocalypse. A telling of the 

end of things. Where the progression of the human story ends as we know it and transitions to 

something amazing.  

It’s the destination that Christians make a big deal about because it is that amazing, worthy of 

anticipation, no mere pizza party but a feast of extravagance with the King of the Universe.  

It is what is supposed to be hinted at in our living now.  

1 Peter 2:11–12 “Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of 

the flesh, which wage war against your soul. [12] Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 



honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and 

glorify God on the day of visitation.” (ESV) 

 

Philippians 3:20–21 “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, [21] who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power 

that enables him even to subject all things to himself. (ESV) 

 

Here in Isaiah, we have the tale of two cities. Two destinations on the great day of the Lord, 

when judgment happens and everything is laid bare before the Creator of all things.  

 

There is the city of chaos, (the city of man) in chapter 24, and the City of God in chapter 25. The 

home for those redeemed by God.  

 

Augustine “The City of God” “Two cities have been formed by two loves: the earthly by the love 

of self, even to the contempt of God; the heavenly by the love of God, even to the contempt of 

self. The former, in a word, glories in itself, that latter in the Lord. For the one seeks glory from 

men; but the greater glory of the other is God, the witness of conscience. The one lifts up its head 

in its own glory; the other says to its God, “You are my glory, and the lifter up of my head.”  

 

We have then an invitation to the better city. Because what currently pervades is headed to 

destruction. But to understand why it is better, we have to see the devastation earned by life as 

usual.  

 

1) The Doomed City 

 

Isaiah prophetically calls to mind the coming judgment and the doom of the systems of the 

world that oppose God. The book has been arcing toward this moment. Warning after warning 

and eventually, it will be enough.  

 

Isaiah 24:1–3 “Behold, the LORD will empty the earth and make it desolate, and he will twist 

its surface and scatter its inhabitants. [2] And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; 

as with the slave, so with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so 

with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the creditor, so with the debtor. 

[3] The earth shall be utterly empty and utterly plundered; for the LORD has spoken this word.” 

(ESV) 

 

The earth mourning and withering. Languishing. And all people, all classes, all economic 

statuses, experience it. The ultimate wasteland.  

 

The noise of the celebrations will cease. The wasted city broken down, joy grown dark. It is a 

harrowing image. “The gladness of the earth is banished (v. 11)”  

 

Earth violently shaken… all thrown into “terror and the pit and the snare.” None escaping.  



 

Isaiah 24:20–22 “The earth staggers like a drunken man; it sways like a hut; its transgression 

lies heavy upon it, and it falls, and will not rise again. [21] On that day the LORD will punish the 

host of heaven, in heaven, and the kings of the earth, on the earth. [22] They will be gathered 

together as prisoners in a pit; they will be shut up in a prison, and after many days they will be 

punished.” (ESV) 

 

“The evil established in the city of man is worse than human. It is demonic.” RO  

 

The end, anguish for those that have despised God.  

 

Philippians 3:19 “Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their 

shame, with minds set on earthly things.” (ESV) 

 

Isaiah 24:5–6 “The earth lies defiled under its inhabitants; for they have transgressed the 

laws, violated the statutes, broken the everlasting covenant. [6] Therefore a curse devours the 

earth, and its inhabitants suffer for their guilt; therefore the inhabitants of the earth are 

scorched, and few men are left.” (ESV) 

 

Romans 2:5,6,8–9 “because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for 

yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. [6] He will render 

to each one according to his works: ... for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, 

but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. [9] There will be tribulation and distress 

for every human being who does evil... (ESV) 

 

A choice of cities… the doomed city of those that reject truth, that are self-seeking, 

self-glorifying…  

 

Or another city, for those that have seen God’s kindness and been led to repentance, turning 

from the city of man.  

 

The remnant… a “few men left.” Made faithful. Given a song of joy, to give glory to the Lord and 

praise his name. To exalt the arrival of the everlasting city.  

 

2) The Everlasting City 

 

The city we have read about this morning. The mountain of the Lord of hosts. The place of rest 

and provision for eternity.  

 

The God who has been a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the needy, a shelter from the 

storm and shade from the heat for those that have turned to him. The God who will claim his 

people.  

 



Deuteronomy 33:29 “Happy are you, O Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the LORD, 

the shield of your help, and the sword of your triumph!” (ESV) 

 

The City of God. A place for all peoples - a vast diversity of all of humanity - image-bearers of 

God made holy by him.  

 

“That is when he will lift the gloom that now hangs over all human experience, he will swallow 

up death forever, he will wipe away every tear from our eyes, and we will be so glad finally to be 

saved by him.” RO  

 

An overwhelming defeat of death, like the earth swallowing up the enemies of God. God 

uncovers the face of the corpse and speaks the word of resurrection, removing the disgrace of his 

people from the whole earth. They rise in power, never to die again. The disgrace of sin and 

death has been swallowed up in victory. 

 

An eternal end to that which to that point will have made all of humanity succumb to it. 

Freedom from it, forever. No pain, where there is weeping in the city of man, there is joy in the 

City of God.  

 

And the feast! Rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, well refined. Abundance. The best meal we 

will ever have.  

 

Isaiah 25:9 “It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that 

he might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his 

salvation.” (ESV) 

 

God takes the very symbol of our rejections of him (Zion/Jerusalem) and transforms it into 

Heaven!  

 

How do we move from the city of man to the city of God?  

 

The difference made, the battle won, at the cross. Colossians 2:13–15  “And you, who were 

dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, 

having forgiven us all our trespasses, [14] by canceling the record of debt that stood against us 

with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. [15] He disarmed the rulers and 

authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.” (ESV) 

 

This is the promise of life with Christ for eternity made sure by his life, death, and resurrection.  

Hebrews 10:14 “For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 

sanctified.” (ESV) 

 



“His kingdom is not “shut up so that none can enter.” The gates of the city of God stand 

wide-open because of the finished work of Christ on the cross. And any God-evading, fake 

hypocrite can walk right in, get real with God, and find an eternal welcome in him.” RO  

 

That’s why we are always imploring people to believe in Jesus!  

 

And there is never fear of falling back into the city of man… in Christ, you are as secure as he is 

and made to live in expectation of this coming day… which makes life exhilarating now.  

 

3) Leaning Toward It 

 

The promised death of death invigorates and sustains those that believe in Jesus.  

 

This promise of the death of death is why we get so excited. At least I do! This is the abundant 

life we are given.  

 

Forgiveness of sin. All of our disobedience, disregard, rejection of God surrendered and dealt 

with. Covered by the blood of Jesus, the perfect sacrifice. Made righteous (right before God). 

Empowered by His Spirit to live and make him known. Kept by Him. Being brought all the way 

home to this feast!  

 

We should live as aliens and strangers on earth, looking ahead to a “city that has foundations, 

whose architect and builder is God.”  

 

Waiting for that day with expectation.  

 

Isaiah 26:8–9a “In the path of your judgments, O LORD, we wait for you; your name and 

remembrance are the desire of our soul. [9] My soul yearns for you in the night; my spirit within 

me earnestly seeks you.” (ESV) 

 

We see the city of man all around us, but we live for the coming feast with Christ. Experiencing 

an increasing sense of his presence as we pursue him. That’s why we worship, its why we gather 

and why we seek him in prayer. As we feast on what Christ has for us now in his Word, he is 

stirring more hunger in us. This is how we are invigorated.  

 

“Faith and longing prove that God is at work in our hearts. That yearning he is awakening in you 

is the most important thing about you. It’s the key to your future. Fan the flame, and never let it 

die… The longing for something better in God - that is what it means to be a Christian. 

Therefore, stop living like a resident, and learn what it means to live like a pilgrim.” RO  

 

 



See the beauty in his purpose and his sovereignty. Dine at his table in the sacraments and 

community of believers. Cherishing the foretastes of what is to come. Savor the gifts he gives us 

while we wait on him. Find your satisfaction in Jesus.  

 

"I would rather have one magnificent feast followed by a day of no meals at all, than two days 

full of mediocre meals at close intervals. Modern people constantly have immediate mediocre 

food at their fingertips so we have no idea what it means to prepare to feast - we just go along in 

life just sort of full and never fully satisfied." - Robert Capon 

 

We are meant to experience fullness of life in Jesus, so we turn away from lesser things and cling 

to the Rock. This is how we are sustained.  

 

Isaiah 26:3–4 “You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts 

in you. [4] Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD GOD is an everlasting rock.” (ESV) 

An adventure lived with Jesus, in community, for others to see. How will you live longing for this 

day? 

 

Maybe by practicing your table manners! Preparing for what is to come by embracing and 

encouraging diversity in the church. Knowing there is always an open seat.  

 

Maybe by being reminded daily of the grace of Christ for you and for those around you. 

Studying, praying, approaching his throne with confidence.  

 

Maybe by pursuing obedience by choosing joy. Rehearsing the truth of Christ for you, your sure 

foundation.  

 

Maybe it means being risky and trusting God to work in the way his Word says he will, that he 

would heal, renew, and transform. Speaking of him, inviting others to come… compelling them 

to come into the celebration that is promised.  

 

Many will refuse, the hooks of the city of man are deep, but some will come  and how glorious 

will it be to worship Jesus together!  

 

The promised death of death invigorates and sustains those that believe in Jesus.  

 

Take Hold of Hope - Believe in Jesus. That he is fully God and fully man. That he lived, died, 

and rose again to cover your sin, give you his righteousness and defeat death once and for all. 

Turn from the city of man and live leaning toward the City of God.  

 

Renew Your Hope - Ask the Spirit to give you the joy only he can give in anticipation of the 

coming feast with Christ. Live savoring Jesus in all of life.  

 



Hebrews 12:28 “Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 

and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe…” (ESV) 

 

There is a Master of the house that still makes his appeal, that his house would be filled, that the 

party would commence, that representatives of all peoples would find a home with him. And 

upon entering his house, this is what we shall see…  

 

Revelation 21:1–6 “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He 

will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their 

God. [4] He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 

there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

 

[5] And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he 

said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” [6] And he said to me, “It is 

done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from 

the spring of the water of life without payment.” (ESV) 

 

We are on our way, this is the hope that sustains us, that invigorates us to live. Let’s go!  

 


