
Sermon on Isaiah 28 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

 

Isaiah 28:14-22 

 

The way of Jesus and Jesus himself are better than everything else.  

 

What’s your best friend’s phone number? Do you know it? Or are you reliant on your phone’s 

ability to keep the number?  

 

We used to have a lot of numbers committed to memory. In fact, unless we had a Rolodex in our 

pocket or a little black book, we needed to remember several regularly used numbers… when we 

used to call people! But we lost all that with “smart” phones - and we are thankful for 

technology, but I am at times nostalgic for yesteryear and the mental recall it took to live and 

thrive!  

 

This shedding of necessity, in this case, memorizing numbers, actually then happens in a 

number of areas of life… what was once well worn, known and accessible, becomes categorized 

and stored elsewhere. This is especially true when it comes to faith.  

 

Simple truths are the easiest forgotten. What should be life-altering, foundational truths, simple 

as they are, can be relegated to the attic with cobwebs and stale memories of days gone by.  

 

But to keep something animated, vibrant and accessible, it has to be regularly encountered. I am 

struck by the reality of this in Isaiah.  

 

As we have studied the book of this Prophet there has been a repetitiveness to his proclamation. 

“You people are trusting in the wrong things!” “There is a better way.” “Come to God - follow his 

rule - enjoy his life!”  

 

And then the promise that God will graciously accept those that turn to him - a remnant kept for 

him.  

 

I keep reading and I think, quietly to myself, ‘couldn’t he just have one chapter!’  

 

Consistent reminder for the people God claims, a message from different angles and times, but 

always the same hope.  

 

A hope we still need today. This message is really the same for the church - by way of reminder - 

clinging to the rock sure and steady. That which stands the test of time.  

 

So what’s up in Isaiah chapter 28 and where will it take us?  

 



In this chapter, we enter a new section of the book of Isaiah. In chapters 28-35 God affirms that 

he has the power to fulfill all the saving purposes he has declared in chapters 1-27. God looks us 

right in the eye and claims that he can and will deliver on every single promise in the gospel… 

 

In our text there is the temptation of the human condition, to look beyond God for help. And 

then that which we read already this morning, the promise of provision, a sure foundation, a way 

to live and hope to cling to.  

 

So we start where Isaiah does, with temptation.  

 

1) Temptation  

 

Isaiah 28:1–3 “Ah, the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim, and the fading flower of its 

glorious beauty, which is on the head of the rich valley of those overcome with wine! [2] Behold, 

the Lord has one who is mighty and strong; like a storm of hail, a destroying tempest, like a 

storm of mighty, overflowing waters, he casts down to the earth with his hand. [3] The proud 

crown of the drunkards of Ephraim will be trodden underfoot;” (ESV) 

 

From Judah looking North to Ephraim/Israel - drunkards running after others to find identity, 

purpose, and a path in lesser things. They were made a people, a nation, that they would rely on 

God for these things. That this would be their defining characteristic - trusting in Yahweh for 

life.  

 

But we know how the story has gone, they have ignored God and instead have been seeking help 

- actual political protection from other tongues… strangers…  

 

Their attempts at a better “system of life” will result merely in heaping burden on them - 

pointlessness, confusion on the people. When the word of the Lord comes to them, there will be 

abuses of it and will become meaningless precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little there 

a litte. Lifeless teaching.  

 

Isaiah 28:12 “to whom he has said, “This is rest; give rest to the weary; and this is repose”; yet 

they would not hear.” (ESV) 

 

“Isaiah’s mission was to call people to find rest in God by faith. But the experts mock his 

message. It’s beneath them. It isn’t sophisticated enough. It isn’t deep enough. They don’t “feel 

fed” when Isaiah preaches…” Ray Ortlund 

 

So they devise more law, a rule that despises God himself and ends in ruin. Tempted by other 

ways of life, away from trusting in God for all things… they imbibe of the ways of the world and 

are left as a stumbling drunk, eyes clouded, minds mush.  

 

The same warnings, the same wrong direction, the same rejection of God.  



 

Here I am screaming from the sidelines - “get your head in the game! Choose God - it’s clear he 

is the better way.”  

 

Then I realize this is not reserved for Ephraim alone. This is the human condition left to itself, 

apart from God. We find ourselves in the the terrible tension of being tempted by things that feel 

more right to us because they make us the most important thing, but they only produce burden.  

 

Ignoring God, seeking self-serving strategies of life, precept upon precept… leading to death.  

 

The offer of rest for the weary becomes to you, if you resist it, a message of judgment. Even those 

far from God sense that something is off... If we don’t believe in God, why do we hate him so 

much?  

Even when we think we need a religious bent to things, we prefer a God more in our image than 

in his own. We come up with a new law - maybe even twisting the word, line upon line, line upon 

line, here a little, there a little.  

 

Missing the mark - “that they may go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.” 

v. 13.  

 

It shapes how we see life and how we face all that comes before us, and if we, like Ephraim, wear 

a crown of pride in self, we can’t see the right way.  

 

Last week my glasses broke - just snapped under the pressure of my big head. Waiting on a new 

pair. And these are another pair of broken glasses, just less broken. But they annoy me and I 

know they are off, tilting the wrong way. Maybe even skewing how I see things - certainly how I 

look to others.  

 

Isaiah is essentially saying that there is a perfect pair of glasses we are meant to wear, that won’t 

break under pressure, but Ephraim keeps going back to the superglued, duct-taped, expired 

prescriptions… And it is their downfall. They reject the true cornerstone.  

 

But as we might expect, God is gracious. Even here, like before, there is a remnant a future hope.  

 

Isaiah 28:5–6 “In that day the LORD of hosts will be a crown of glory, and a diadem of beauty, 

to the remnant of his people, [6] and a spirit of justice to him who sits in judgment, and strength 

to those who turn back the battle at the gate.” (ESV) 

 

God is delivering a path for them, a sure foundation to cling to. A pair of spectacles to see full life 

through.  

 

2) Provision  

 



The Lord says, “I am the One who has laid as a stone in Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a precious 

cornerstone, of a sure foundation.” 

 

A stone that has been tested, the imagery here is of a building, a kingdom, a life, among falling 

rocks, unsteady, sandy foundations, given something that is sure and better. Stronger, 

unbreakable.  

 

Through the prophet, God says that he has set the better way before them. A precious 

cornerstone. And it is superior to the drunken stumbling of humanity!  

 

Isaiah 28:17 “And I will make justice the line, and righteousness the plumb line; and hail will 

sweep away the refuge of lies, and waters will overwhelm the shelter.” (ESV) 

 

Justice and righteousness will reign. All the false things will be devastated. Produces amazing 

things, real life, a future, for the first time those set on this cornerstone can finally be human as 

we were created to be.  

 

Where Ephraim's complaint is that they already sold their souls to the devil, God says he will 

break the chains. Isaiah 28:18 “Then your covenant with death will be annulled, and your 

agreement with Sheol will not stand; when the overwhelming scourge passes through, you will 

be beaten down by it.” (ESV) 

 

For them, it might be hard to understand, and the road is long, but it is headed somewhere 

wonderful. Headed to harvest.  

 

God even says that he who plows doesn’t plow continually. The soil is prepared, the seed is 

planted, the field is tended and harvest comes. And the Lord of hosts being the crown of glory 

for those that believe, a diadem of beauty is coming because it comes from the Lord… Isaiah 

28:29 “he is wonderful in counsel and excellent in wisdom.” (ESV) 

 

And as they go, living his way, they have peace, “Whoever believes will not be in haste.” (16b). 

Calm, steady, moving forward.  

 

Sign me up! The end of the temptation toward other strategies, choices… for the better way.  

What then is this cornerstone - how do we get in on it?  

 

Is it the law? Should Leviticus serve as our guidebook - or is the law as a schoolmarm preparing 

us for something else?  

 

Is it some yet to be unlocked mystery hidden in Dead Sea scrolls?!  

 

What is Isaiah pointing to, what is he so repetitive about?  

 



It’s Jesus.  

 

Matthew 21:42 “Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone that 

the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous 

in our eyes’?” (ESV) 

 

Acts 4:11–12 “This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become 

the cornerstone. [12] And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” (ESV) 

 

Romans 9:33 “as it is written, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of 

offense; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” (ESV) 

 

The gift of a person and a path, a way of life, and a life itself given to us.  

 

1 Peter 2:1–10 “So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 

[2] Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into 

salvation—[3] if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 

[4] As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 

precious, [5] you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. [6] For it stands 

in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and 

whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

 

[7] So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the 

builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” [8] and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of 

offense.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

 

[9] But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 

that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 

light. [10] Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received 

mercy, but now you have received mercy.” (ESV) 

 

Belief in him makes us different. A people, with identity and purpose, a future. Gives us a crown 

of glory that is the Lord himself. Annuls our covenant with death by beating death in our place. 

Give us his righteousness, making us right before God destined for eternity with him.  

 

Gives us the way of Jesus. Justice, holiness, new desires. We put away the paths we ran down 

before and we long for pure spiritual milk, provision, sustenance. The end of fear, of anxiety, of 

hatred toward God. The beginning of life, abundant, true, real life.  

 

 



“In other words, the mentality of faith will not be all in a flutter, will not be driven, will not freak 

out, will not be scurrying here and there in frantic self-salvation. Faith in Christ can stand up to 

anything. [Where] self-trust offers as much rest as a bed that’s too short and as much comfort as 

a blanket that’s too narrow. Our compulsive, restless unbelief always frustrates us. It never 

works out. The secret to the way of life really works is living out the gospel with the openness of 

faith. We don’t have to be geniuses. Just believe the truth and follow it.” Ray Ortlund.  

 

Firmly planted on the sure foundation, the tested stone, the chosen and precious cornerstone.  

 

“The honor is for you who believe…”  

 

There will still be those lost to the human temptation, that will stumble on this stone seeing him 

as a rock of offense. But those that believe become like him, made to be “chosen and precious” to 

God in Christ.  

 

Made new, a nation, living to proclaim just how good Jesus is! Singing the excellencies of him 

who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.  

 

Watch our values change and see the sky open to the hope on the horizon, the warmth of his 

care, the blanket of his sovereignty, the pillow of rest in his accomplished work for us.  

 

So what do we do? What is the hope that Isaiah and Peter offer? Essentially that we wouldn’t go 

anyplace else.  

 

Here is the way over the temptation of humanity - as individuals we keep going in salvation - in 

trusting the one who saved us, Jesus for all of life. Never moving off this cornerstone.  

 

As a church - recognizing we are built up as a spiritual house on the sure foundation of Christ. 

We never run to other things, other strategies. Never changing the word to meet our preference, 

or even attempting to provide other things to the waiting world, but only Jesus.  

 

And I will endeavor to ever keep this way before us. That it is this rock that the church is built 

upon.  

 

But I think this cornerstone, this way of Jesus is meant to be more than just the path. Jesus 

becomes our obsession.  

 

3) Obsession  

 

Now that is a term we often use negatively. To be obsessed makes you miss out on other things. 

To be preoccupied by one thought or idea can be seen as harmful. But not when it is our Savior.  



Hear again the words used to describe him. “A chosen and precious cornerstone.” “A tested 

stone, precious cornerstone.” Treasuring Christ is God’s response to Christ and therefore should 

be ours. 

 

If indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good… we will hunger for nothing else.  

 

Every time I use the word “precious” I can’t help but think of Schmiegel from Tolkien’s Hobbit 

and Lord of the Rings. Obsessed with something terribly unhealthy - living the temptation 

tension…  

 

But when Christ is our obsession, we are not left in a cave to languish, he opens all of life to us, 

vibrancy, hope, power. We are met with victory over the pull of other loves. Overriding affection 

for Christ that renders all others powerless. 

 

“According to the New Testament there is but one real happiness or joy, and that is the 

happiness that is based upon a true relationship to God, the happiness that is the result of the 

righteousness that God gives us through Jesus Christ his Son. It is because we have false notions 

of happiness and base it upon false and insecure foundations that we so constantly experience 

alternating periods of elation and dejection, joy and despair. The only joy that never fails is that 

which is given by the Lord himself according to his promise.” Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 

That which is given… In his high priestly prayer Jesus prays that we would love him with the 

same love that the Father has for him… The love of God poured into our hearts by the Holy 

Spirit, oriented toward Christ. Supernatural affection for the cornerstone, our rock, our hope our 

Lord.  

 

Here’s the thing, just wanting to see and savor Jesus as precious is a huge indicator of the 

Spirit’s work in you. Rejoice and ask for more.  

 

“The mark of a child of God is not perfection but hunger for Christ.” Piper  

 

And we know what to run after, Jesus, over and over, nothing else will satisfy. This is what we 

are invited into. This is what Reservoir was made a spiritual house to be about… Jesus, his way 

and himself, our obsession. This is what we have to share - all that we have in him. 

 

“I will not glory, even in my orthodoxy, for even that can be a snare if I make a god of it... Let us 

rejoice in Him in all His fullness and in Him alone.”  Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 

The way of Jesus and Jesus himself are better than everything else.  

 

He is the tested stone, the way of grace, the precious cornerstone.  

 

 



Drop the drink of temptation - believe in Jesus. That his life was lived for you. That he took 

your place in death solving sin’s sentence against you, and giving you real life through his 

resurrection. Run to and hold on to nothing but this cornerstone. Follow Jesus, in community, 

proclaiming his excellencies to all that would hear.  

 

Pursue this promise - That Jesus would be precious to you. Pray for it. Taste that he is good. 

Experience the honor of those who believe. Resolve to live in his peace - as those not in haste. Be 

discontent without it. Cry out to the Lord for it. Hold onto his robe for it.  

 

Commit it to memory, rehearse, recite, and reclaim the good news of reconciliation to God, 

forgiveness of sin and a life of purpose and promise. And learn nothing else.  

 

Jesus is better!  

 

Ephesians 2:13–22 “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought 

near by the blood of Christ. [14] For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has 

broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility [15] by abolishing the law of 

commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place 

of the two, so making peace, [16] and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the 

cross, thereby killing the hostility. [17] And he came and preached peace to you who were far off 

and peace to those who were near. [18] For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the 

Father. [19] So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 

saints and members of the household of God, [20] built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, [21] in whom the whole structure, being 

joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. [22] In him you also are being built 

together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (ESV) 

 

It is written. Amen.  

 


