
Sermon on Isaiah 30 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

Weakness is the way out of rebellion and into the grace, mercy, and justice 

of God.  

 

This week as I was heading home from a meeting I found myself driving behind an 

Audi SUV with a license plate cover that said “AUDI… Want one? Matt. 6:33, 2 Cor. 

9:8” 

 

Matthew 6:33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be added to you.” (ESV) 

 

2 Corinthians 9:8 “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having 

all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.” (ESV) 

 

I was perplexed, first thinking to myself, “well it’s not that nice” and next “methinks 

you done used Scripture wrong!”  

 

Now owning and driving a nice car is not a problem… using Jesus as a tool to get it is.  

 

 

But as I thought about it, and simmered down a bit, I was struck how likely I am to live 

wanting Jesus as an additive to my plan and strategy… and by so doing, denying Him 

and his way.  

 

You see His way is counterintuitive, but it is good and the way back into the garden 

with God, back to what we were meant for.  

 

 

We see the struggle between our way and God’s way in our text for today, and when the 

dust settles we see that Weakness is the way out of rebellion and into the 

grace, mercy, and justice of God. 
 

Isaiah 30:8-18  

 

What is going on in here; as the prophet speaks the words of God to his people? Assyria 

is at the door of the kingdom and Egypt is seen as the only help. The only place of 

assistance for what could come upon the Judah.  

 



So those that were called to “trust in the Lord” have other plans. And they are scheming 

to solve the problem. We have seen this before in our study of Isaiah. The warning 

about going their own way… but humans are hard-headed and it takes a while to learn! 

Almost as if it is our nature to rebel… 

 

Isaiah 30 confirms the suspicion and reveals the faithfulness of God to be gracious, 

merciful and just, even when we are faithless.  

 

 

Truth is,  

 

1) Rebellion Comes Easy  

 

“Ah stubborn children,” declares the Lord, “who carry out a plan, but not mine, and 

who make an alliance, but not of my Spirit, that they may add sin to sin…”  

 

This is the indictment of Judah once again. Rejecting the way of God for the preferred 

way of man, our own strategy and attempts at success. Its the human struggle and it 

has its genesis in the garden, the ancient lie that we can be like God and that our ways 

and plans can be superior to his.  

 

So it is in Judah’s nature because they share our nature. But it leads to death, to shame 

and humiliation and disgrace.  

 

Here it is in the context of an impending invasion but it is also our inclination in every 

other category of life.  

 

Judah is running off to her former enslaver for help! Running to Egypt, who God calls a 

“toothless dragon” for something only he can provide. Flee capture and slavery by 

seeking help from the nation who has experience in being Israel’s master. How can they 

have no sense of history?!  

 

 

“They knew about the exodus and the saving power of God. They knew their Bibles. But 

in the hard business of daily life, they made their way by other ground rules.” Ray 

Ortlund 

 

They live reverting to self-rescue instead of trusting in God. Their journey back to 

Egypt, from which they had escaped in the first place, was reversing their salvation.  



 

Where the king and the military leaders disregard God, he calls them rebellious. A 

rebellious people, lying children, unwilling to hear the instruction of the Lord.  

 

Convinced the way to be strong is to run away from God, to strike out for themselves. 

They are seeking the way of worldly power and it leads to trouble. Iniquity. Collapse. 

Breaking that comes suddenly.  

 

And the mentality has penetrated their religious exercise; Isaiah 30:10 “who say to 

the seers, “Do not see,” and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; speak 

to us smooth things, prophesy illusions,” (ESV) 

 

 

So this is something lived out over and over again in the life of Israel and Judah. There 

is clear guidance from God, invitation to trust him and his provision. Over and over 

they reject it running to other lovers for help and finding themselves in bondage. When 

it is not other nations it is man-made idols of metal. 

 

It can be far too easy for us to look at Judah with judgy eyes. Shouldn’t they have 

known better?! We would have certainly done it differently!  

 

 

But when we see what it is they are doing, it hits closer to home, it gets at our hearts. 

Faced with insurmountable odds against them, they do what we would determine as 

reasonable, they look for a way out that they can control. Sure God says “wait on me” 

but when the enemy is at the door who has time to wait!  

 

 

We think the only way to get ahead, to stay safe, to win the day is to choose the way of 

worldly power, alliances, commitments to idols, false saviors, we are convinced will 

solve our problems.  

 

 

Romans 1:21–23 “For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or 

give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts 

were darkened. [22] Claiming to be wise, they became fools, [23] and exchanged the 

glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals 

and creeping things.” (ESV) 

 



This is us in our fallen human condition. If the face of insurmountable odds against us 

in life we become convinced that it is self-actualization that will finally solve our 

problems. If I can believe enough in myself and unlock the inner potential I have, the 

‘divine’ in me, then I will experience victory.  

 

Even when we are well versed in things of faith, of the offer of Jesus, of God’s care for 

us, we skip after self-oriented strategies and striving. And say to the preachers, “speak 

to us smooth things…” 

 

“There’s something deep inside us that diminishes past facts and magnifies present 

uncertainties. Somehow God’s faithfulness in the past doesn’t carry weight for long, 

and pretty soon we start feeling as unloved and alone as ever. It’s just the way we are. 

It’s why we need constant renewal. There is always some plausible alternative to 

trusting in God, something to take our eyes off of God.” Ray Ortlund  

 

We might couch it in different terms, we are just following our personality, our internal 

make-up, our enneagram or dreams… all centered on self, maybe with Jesus as an 

added ornament along for the ride but with us maintaining control, the place of power.  

 

Just as for Judah, it will be our shame. Turning to these things, our humiliation. 

Standing separated from God.  

 

Warning after warning, affliction after affliction, all meant to shake the people out of it, 

to draw them back home out of rebellion, to the only place of real safety and provision. 

 

2) The Way Out is Weakness 

 

Isaiah 30:15a “For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and 

rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” (ESV) 

 

Judah, you can’t strive yourselves out of this. You can’t be saved by Egypt. Your hope is 

returning to the Lord, in setting down your scheming and attempts at power. Becoming 

weak is where you will have strength.  

 

Saved here from invasion, but ultimately saved in the eternal sense. And this is the 

same message of the gospel. That our plans don’t work. The righteousness needed to 

stand before God cannot be earned with sweat. It can’t be strategized. The justification 

we ache for is not found in our resume or accolades. In fact, when it comes to 

righteousness, we are all failures. But Jesus doesn’t take anyone else!  



“The Bible is saying that God has stockpiled resources for us that outperform all human 

techniques and coping strategies and spiritual regimens. The things of the Spirit are 

hidden for us, not from us, with Christ in God, and the gospel is the map showing us 

the way there.” Ray Ortlund 

 

The righteousness necessary can only be surrendered to. In repentance and faith. 

Returning and resting. These are God’s way of filling us with salvation and strength.  

 

And Judah still struggles with it. They are unwilling and will be left as a torn flag on 

rubble.  

 

 

But this is the only way. This is who God is. Isaiah 30:18 “Therefore the LORD waits 

to be gracious to you, and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. For the 

LORD is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for him.” (ESV) 

 

Patient to give us grace (getting what we could never deserve), exerts his power to show 

us mercy (keeping us from what we do deserve), who will pour out his justice and 

surrendering to him is the only way. The way of weakness.  

 

Even for those of us in Christ, that believe in him for salvation, this is still the way. Just 

as Jesus gives grace to Paul in his weakness, he gives grace to us.  

 

 

I mentioned last week Paul’s thorn in his flesh, given to keep him from becoming 

conceited since he had revelations of Jesus…  

 

2 Corinthians 12:8–10 “Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it 

should leave me. [9] But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, 

so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. [10] For the sake of Christ, then, I am 

content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I 

am weak, then I am strong.” (ESV) 

 

It is a way of weakness that builds the church, that adorns the gospel, that gives us 

hope.  

 

“In this, Paul models the discipleship, spiritual maturity, and growth in grace that all 

believers are called to pursue. When the world tells us, as it does, that everyone has a 



right to a life that is easy, comfortable, and relatively pain-free, a life that enables us to 

discover, display, and deploy all the strengths that are latent within us, the world twists 

the truth right out of shape. That was not the quality of life to which Christ’s call led 

him, nor was it Paul’s calling, nor is it what we are called to in the twenty-first century. 

For all Christians, the likelihood is rather that as our discipleship continues, God will 

make us increasingly weakness-conscious and pain-aware, so that we may learn with 

Paul that when we are conscious of being weak, then—and only then—may we become 

truly strong in the Lord. And should we want it any other way?” J.I Packer 

 

 

And it is this way of weakness that brings us to life! Isaiah tells us that God is waiting to 

give us grace, mercy, and justice… blessed are those that wait for him… and he then 

unrolls a messianic promise before us.  

 

Isaiah 30:19–26 “For a people shall dwell in Zion, in Jerusalem; you shall weep no 

more. He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry. As soon as he hears it, 

he answers you. [20] And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity and the 

water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide himself anymore, but your eyes shall 

see your Teacher. [21] And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the 

way, walk in it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left. [22] Then you 

will defile your carved idols overlaid with silver and your gold-plated metal images. You 

will scatter them as unclean things. You will say to them, “Be gone!”  

 

[23] “And he will give rain for the seed with which you sow the ground, and bread, the 

produce of the ground, which will be rich and plenteous. In that day your livestock will 

graze in large pastures, [24] and the oxen and the donkeys that work the ground will 

eat seasoned fodder, which has been winnowed with shovel and fork. [25] And on every 

lofty mountain and every high hill there will be brooks running with water, in the day of 

the great slaughter, when the towers fall. [26] Moreover, the light of the moon will be 

as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun will be sevenfold, as the light of seven 

days, in the day when the LORD binds up the brokenness of his people, and heals the 

wounds inflicted by his blow.” (ESV) 

 

 

You will be face to face with your Lord, Immanuel God with us. You will be Spirit-led, 

walk this way. You will cast off idols, no more running to lesser things. There will be 

restoration, provision, healing. And as this radiant king comes to judge, to work final 

justice, with lips full of fury, a tongue like devouring fire, breath like an overflowing 

power.  



We will be feasting! Isaiah 30:29 “You shall have a song as in the night when a holy 

feast is kept, and gladness of heart, as when one sets out to the sound of the flute to go 

to the mountain of the LORD, to the Rock of Israel.” (ESV) 

 

All his enemies conquered, all of our fears destroyed. This is what we need, and it is 

what we already have in Jesus.  

 

We come weak surrendering our plans and striving, his power made perfect, 

empowering us for all of life.  

 

“God sent Isaiah to us with an improbable message: Our only hope is in abandoning 

every other hope, however obvious. Our only truth is in disbelieving every other truth, 

however widely accepted. Our only safety is in trust; our only stability is in yielding 

control; our only freedom is in surrender. God is saying that the conventional wisdom 

of our culture, which magnifies human potential and human virtue and human smarts, 

is stupid. He is saying that the inner fullness we all desire comes from outside 

ourselves.” Ray Ortlund.  

 

It comes from Him and it is ours when we turn to him in our weakness.  

 

 

Jesus redefines winning and losing, power and weakness. His way is better. In Him we 

will prevail.  

 

Who is willing to be weak, so that we may be strong? 

Run to Jesus. 

Let him win for you. 

Carry his banner into all the places - For renewal, binding the brokenness, healing. 

 

 

Weakness is the way out of rebellion and into the grace, mercy, and justice 

of God. 
 

 

 

Live Trusting Jesus - Surrender to his way, in salvation and in all of life. Believe in 

him. Wait on him. Cast off the false saviors, the definitions of worldly success and 

strategy, embrace your weakness and be strengthened in Christ.  

 



Guard against your own prejudices that take offense at the counterintuitive ways of 

God. (make a list of ways you typically do it)  In community with one another discern 

his path, his way.  

 

"lean on Christ in all things, bringing our weakness to him. Here is where true comfort 

and joy are found. Weakness is not a cause for self-pity but for Christ-dependence." 

Sam Storms 

 

The sin of Judah does not have to be our sin… we can trust in the Lord…  

 

Jeremiah 17:5–8 “Thus says the LORD: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and 

makes flesh his strength, whose heart turns away from the LORD. [6] He is like a shrub 

in the desert, and shall not see any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of 

the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. [7] “Blessed is the man who trusts in the 

LORD, whose trust is the LORD. [8] He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out 

its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, 

and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.” (ESV) 

 

 

Invite Other Weaklings Along - Open wide the doors of the church to all who 

would come. No perfect people allowed. Only failures get in. If there is room at the 

table for us, there is room for anyone. From this grace you have experienced, sing as at 

a feast! 

 

 

Thinking about driving behind that Audi... I am putting a sticker on my struggle bus 

that says, "Struggle bus, have one?! Jesus wants you!” 

 

 

God is so gracious, His message to all the unspiritual yahoos and failures is “Come to 

me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 

and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. (Matthew 11:28-29) 

 

May we turn to him, find rest, real life and the strength to keep going for his glory and 

our good.  


