
Sermon on Isaiah 32 prepared by Jonathan  Shradar 

 

 

Life under the grace of Jesus brings the renewal we long for.  

 

This past week the world waited in anticipation… A momentous event left incomplete 

and people ached for resolution. Some were even willing to wager their hard-earned 

income on the answer that was to come. A commonwealth of nations waiting with 

bated breath…  

 

All for the name of a new, and the first ever, American prince born to Harry and 

Meghan!  

 

Archie Harrison Mountbatten-Windsor.  

 

A big moment, that some of you had no clue of!  

 

 

It was fun to watch the anticipation, the suggestions, the guesses as to what the name 

would be (mine was Darius). But it represents, however dim and abbreviated, the 

anticipation held by generations of Israel - anticipation that is surely meant to stir ours 

for what is to come.  

 

Anticipation of the promised king, that would reign with power and peace, forever. And 

in our text today Isaiah puts more fuel on the fire - stoking the people of Judah’s and 

our longing for renewal, for things to finally be made right.  

 

Life under the grace of Jesus brings the renewal we long for.  

 

 

Isaiah 32:1-20 

 

Life under the grace of Jesus brings the renewal we long for.  

 

 

There is so much fun stuff here!  

 

As we studied last week in Isaiah 30, Judah was being warned against going to Egypt 

for help. They felt the increasing pressure from Assyria and were scheming for a way 



out. So as the geniuses the leader were, they decided that rather than trust in God’s 

protection and provision, they would run back to their former enslaver for military 

might and deliverance.  

 

God through Isaiah says “Nah, I won’t let you… but how silly of you.” and as usual he 

calls them back to him, to trusting him and passionately following his way. It happened 

to be the way of weakness that was the way out of rebellion and into his grace.  

 

Chapter 31 follows the same warning, perhaps a bit stronger. “Woe to those who go 

down to Egypt for help and rely on horses, who trust in chariots because they are many 

and in horsemen, because they are very strong, but do not look to the Holy One of 

Israel or consult the Lord!” 31:1.  

 

And another call back, 31:6 “Turn to him from whom people have deeply revolted, O 

children of Israel.”  

 

This has been the flow of the book of Isaiah’s prophecy. As he has ministered during 

the real-life events of the reign of four kings it is an invitation back to what the people 

were meant for. Chapters 1-39 are warning on top of warning about this generation of 

Judah rejecting God. Within these warnings, there are mere glimmers of his grace and 

what is to come.  

 

It is to another glimmer that we look this morning. We do so because we know there is 

something amiss in the world. We are not the people we had hoped we would be, Mom 

wasn’t as perfect as we make her out to be! There is pain, uncertainty, incompleteness. 

Idols and enslavers still have their way. We need cosmic intervention. We need the 

fullness of this glimmer in Scripture.  

 

In Chapter 32 God’s grace is promised in the form of his lasting kingdom - that of the 

Messiah who will reign with righteousness. He is the One Judah can trust in (he is also 

the One we can trust in!)  

 

The righteous king ruling with grace and bringing peace.  

 

To a people lost in lesser affections, plans and the power of the world, this grace might 

just shake them or awaken them (the promise actually says it will!)  

And we too are in this story. Beneficiaries of what is promised. But it is not all biscuits 

and gravy. It is a “getting there” reality.  

 



We have before us the grace of confrontation, the grace of provision, and the experience 

of grace unfolding. It ultimately leads to renewal, to a remaking that is anticipated in 

the depths of our souls.  

 

1) Grace of Confrontation  

 

I am taking the text a bit out of order but it helps us see the flow from rejection to 

receiving the grace of God in Christ.  

 

We love grace in the church. We are supposed to. The unmerited favor of God upon us. 

Getting what we don’t, and could never deserve. Forgiveness. Eternal life. Empowered 

witness.  

 

But sometimes in our love of grace, we don’t maintain a full view of it. The grace of God 

is often meant to and will probably wreck you.  

 

Once having a discipleship conversation with a young man in Washington, challenging 

him in some area of sin and his response was “yeah, yeah, there is grace, you have to be 

nice to me.” And I said, “Sometimes grace is a punch in the face!”  

 

Thankfully that is not just my personality speaking, but it is evidenced here in from 

Isaiah.  

 

On the way to renewal we won’t be left the way we are or were.  

 

In fact, grace will have significant repercussions, even to the halls of power the people 

put their trust in.  

 

The scoundrel, the foolish leader will be brought down, the earthly princes that are 

busy with iniquity and practice ungodliness, depriving the poor. No one will call him 

(or them) honorable anymore.  

 

His devices are evil and schemes wicked. And they are coming to an end. They will be 

shut down by the righteous King. Who opens eyes and ears to hear and embraces the 

truth.  

 

So God, in extending grace is again saying, you have got it wrong. You have preferred 

oppression and injustice over relationship and harmony with your God. You have put a 

political platform above the submission to the Lord and it won’t last.  



 

And we rejoice, no one wants the scoundrel to reign. And depending on your politics 

you might have someone in mind…  

 

But Isaiah doesn’t stop just with leadership, with the kings of Judah going the wrong 

way. He has something to say to those enjoying and benefiting from injustice against 

others.  

 

Isaiah 32:9–11 “Rise up, you women who are at ease, hear my voice; you complacent 

daughters, give ear to my speech. [10] In little more than a year you will shudder, you 

complacent women; for the grape harvest fails, the fruit harvest will not come. [11] 

Tremble, you women who are at ease, shudder, you complacent ones; strip, and make 

yourselves bare, and tie sackcloth around your waist.” (ESV) 

 

Happy Mother’s Day!  

 

What’s up with the women? Well it is certainly not that the men of Judah have it all 

together. Just as the women of Jerusalem were called out in chapter 3 for lavish 

adornment, their haughtiness. Indifference to humility and to the harm being done to 

the poor, the same is in mind here.  

 

This is all of those sitting comfortably when injustice is the prevailing way. They benefit 

from evil economic systems, the disparaging of the foreigner, rejection of the way of 

God.  

 

The complacent woman represents the escapism of life lived ignoring what is around 

you.  

 

 

“They should stop partying and start mourning…[their] spiritual complacency.” While 

the men are fretting over a danger that God has already promised to take care of… “The 

women at home can’t see beyond the great bargains in the marketplace. They’re not 

worried about anything. They represent the kind of happiness that will kill us - earthly 

contentment, with no longings for God… Here’s the point. The messianic kingdom is no 

place for escapist, elitist, selfish materialism.” Ray Ortlund  

 

These are the ones that say, “well I am not a racist so everything is good” without 

realizing the ways their privilege means the disadvantage of another.  

 



These are the ones that say that my relationship with God in light of the gospel has no 

implications for my life. Toward the things, I stand for and stand against.  

 

I am good just worrying about my next feast not the next meal of my neighbor.  

 

This is me disregarding those different from me, with or without identification. Still 

trusting in self-actualization and wishing others could get on board.  

 

Those that sing Psalm 41:1 “Blessed is the one who considers the poor! In the day of 

trouble the LORD delivers him;” (ESV), but have no idea what it means... 

 

And the call is that of repentance. God getting into our business. Like a shepherd that 

knocks their sheep on the head to keep them from eating poison.  

 

As with sackcloth around our waists, mourning our sin and indifference, turning to God 

and his way.  

 

The grace and Lordship of King Jesus doesn’t allow us to not pay attention! Moving 

away from idols and complacency frees us to enjoy the king to experience his justice, to 

find peace in his reign.  

 

 

“The Messiah’s lordship is what makes us into new people. The newness he brings is 

the answer to all the failed human ideals littering history... it’s his righteous lordship 

that takes away our dullness and awakens in us spiritual alertness.” Ray Ortlund  

 

And this is a gift, this is what is promised.  

 

2) Grace of Provision 

 

‘Behold, a King will reign in righteousness… and his leaders will rule in justice. This 

king will be like a hiding place, a shelter. Like streams of water in a dry place.’  

 

This is the Messiah as the benevolent King. Protection for those under his care. A place 

of abundance. And awakening at his rule.  

 

Isaiah 32:3–4 “Then the eyes of those who see will not be closed, and the ears of 

those who hear will give attention. [4] The heart of the hasty will understand and know, 

and the tongue of the stammerers will hasten to speak distinctly.” (ESV) 



 

Eyes see. Ears hear. Tongues speak of him.  

 

Awakened to see and know the King. To trust in him and his way. To find life in him. 

And while perhaps some kings sort of rule in this way with fits and starts we must view 

this as a fully Messianic promise. The promise of Jesus’ eternal reign.  

 

Because it brings an end to destruction and demise. The wilderness will become 

fruitful. The field a forest. Peace as the effect of righteousness. His people abiding in a 

peaceful habitation, forever. In rest.  

 

“There is blessedness for those who repent and hear God’s voice (31:6, 32:9). This 

messianic picture and the word “Blessed” has three shades of meaning: under divine 

blessing (Ps. 32:1), enjoying fulfillments of life (Ps. 112:1) and doing the right thing at 

the right time (Ps. 2:12, 137:8-9). All three meet in the messianic future: divine favor, 

personal fulfillment and total rectitude (righteousness.)” Alec Motyer 

 

 

This is the ultimate picture of fullness, of Kingdom life. Enriched by the King - joy, a 

shelter from the storm. This is what we gather for. This is what we sing about. The King 

and his righteousness. What is promised, his provision for life and eternity. And it all 

comes by his Spirit!  

 

When the Spirit is poured upon us from on high…  

 

“God is promising to pour out his Spirit upon us with life-enriching abundance… The 

renewal of God’s people is central to Isaiah’s message. He brings it into sharp focus 

here in chapter 32. And he isn’t talking about a little drop of the Spirit here and there. 

He’s talking about God immersing us in a deluge of the Spirit. He’s talking about an 

outpouring that washes all complacency away like a flood, replacing that counterfeit joy 

with the real joy of peace, quietness, and trust forever.” Ray Ortlund  

 

 

Forward-looking for Isaiah’s hearers - and still somewhat for us but we have the arrival 

in view - the King has come.  

 

Jesus is who is promised here. Generations more would have this cloudy hope of him. 

And he would upend the prevailing perspective on what he would really do. But he 

established his rule by taking on the sins of the people. By ascending to the cross, the 



scoundrel’s tree, to meet the punishment, the wages of sin. The provision of his body 

and blood, broken and shed for us.  

 

That the way of weakness would overcome the way of the world and death. And from 

the awakening from the tomb, ears have been opening and eyes have been seeing, 

tongues have been declaring his arrival and his impending return for this permanent 

rule.  

 

And those that believe in him, who have first-hand knowledge of the Spirit’s pouring 

upon us from on high, we live experiencing the unfolding of His grace.  

 

3) Grace Unfolding  

 

In all of its angles and depths, the grace of Jesus is undoing all that is wrong and 

renewing the people he calls his own.  

 

The vision of this lasting kingdom can on many days seem an image hazy and far off, 

but it is the increasing Spiritual reality for those headed to the physical reality of the 

kingdom.  

 

The prophets and scribes searched and inquired carefully who this King would be, and 

they learned that they were not serving themselves but you, those who would 

experience the fullness of the Spirit of Christ.  

 

And even still, we are headed to completion, to eternity with Jesus. 1 Corinthians 

13:12 “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; 

then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.” (ESV) 

 

We live experiencing his grace unfolding, transforming us and bringing others in. So 

this is how we read Isaiah 32 - recognizing that at the Lordship of Jesus life is found.  

 

We stand for noble things, we pursue the proclamation for the salvation that Jesus 

brings but also the the justice he calls us to cherish. We are no longer complacent. No 

longer indifferent. We have tasted the first fruits of spiritual renewal and we long for 

others to savor it as well.  

 

“The basic principle expounded in this poem is that peace is not a thing God 

superimposes on a corrupt society: the ground must be cleared and re-sown with 

righteousness, of which peace is the fruit (16-17). For this, the promise of the Spirit (15) 



is indispensable:  it is the secret of the shared gifts of the Messiah described in v 1-2… 

Such pictures of a secure and well-watered land (e.g. v 20) express God’s “new things” 

to come in terms of things already known.” Derek Kidner 

 

As the Spirit is poured upon us, we watch the unfolding of the kingdom. The already 

and not yet of Christ’s kingdom. That he is enthroned at this very second and this place 

is headed toward redemption.  

 

Creation groans for it. Our souls long for it. Renewal is on its way and it is being 

worked in us as we surrender to Christ, to his way, and we yield to his Spirit.  

 

“Our part is to be open to the Spirit, to pray for and welcome the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit. The lordship of Christ and the outpouring of the Spirit are the secret power 

of God’s people, and nothing else is.” Ray Ortlund 

 

“Flesh, however great and strong, is no match for spirit, however abstract and elusive 

(John 3:5-8 born again).” 

 

Romans 5:1–5 “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ. [2] Through him we have also obtained access by 

faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. [3] 

Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, [4] and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, [5] 

and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” (ESV) 

 

We rejoice in this gift, this provision, and we want the fullness thereof. The renewal in 

view in Isaiah.  

 

This then becomes our prayer for Reservoir in this season…  

 

Isaiah 32:15-17 “until at last the Spirit is poured out on us from heaven. Then the 

wilderness will become a fertile field, and the fertile field will yield bountiful crops. 16 

Justice will rule in the wilderness and righteousness in the fertile field. 17 And this 

righteousness will bring peace. Yes, it will bring quietness and confidence forever.” 

(NLT) 

 



So we seek the power of the Spirit. That he would work for the glory of Jesus in the 

midst of us and the church - the image of the kingdom now. We cry out “do it again 

Lord!”  

 

Revival for the glory of God - that Jesus’ reign would be realized and known by the 

church.  

 

“Whenever God moves, both the world and the church are in for some surprises. The 

blessing of God does not work around the world and the church as they presently are; 

the blessing of God remakes all things. But the upheaval of his blessing is worth it.” Ray 

Ortlund  

 

It is what we long for, it is what the Spirit is working in us, and anyone can get in on 

this! We lean into this in faith.  

 

“Unbelief says: Some other time, but not now; some other place, but not here; some 

other people, but not us.  Faith says: Anything He did anywhere else He will do here; 

anything He did any other time He is willing to do now; anything He ever did for other 

people He is willing to do for us!  With our feet on the ground, and our head cool, but 

with our heart ablaze with the love of God, we walk out in this fullness of the Spirit, if 

we will yield and obey.  God wants to work through you!” A. W. Tozer, The Counselor  

 

‘Happy are you who sow beside all waters, who let the feet of the ox and the donkey 

range free.’ 

 

 

Life under the grace of Jesus brings the renewal we long for. 

 

 

Let Grace Confront You - Repent (mourn over sin), give over your heart to Christ, 

live for his way. Let his truth shake you out of individualism and the embrace of 

injustice. Let his grace reveal to you the better way of his kingdom. In his Word. In the 

church. In discipleship with one another.  

 

 

Let Grace Provide for You - Righteousness is yours in Jesus. Identity is yours. Rest 

and strength are yours. Family is yours.  

 



“The God who is all-powerful became weak for you. The God who is wise became 

foolish for you, at his cross. Stop treating him as a beautiful theory. Turn to him. Listen 

to him. Trust him. He promises to save you.” Ray Ortlund 

 

 

Let Grace Unfold in You - Stand for noble things. Share Jesus. Ask the Spirit to 

keep filling you, and the church, for renewal. Let’s walk it out together. Day by day. 

Year by year. Eyes opens, ears intuned, mouths ready. 

 

 

The real sense of God’s love for us. A sense in our hearts of his promised and provided 

power. The awakening of his grace that bolsters us to face all of life, not with 

trepidation and anxiety but with expectancy. This is the grace of Jesus.  

 

 

The King has been named - Jesus - he reigns in righteousness, he rules in justice. His 

way is grace. Now you may live. Now you will be renewed in him. Let’s go.  


