
Sermon on Isaiah 33 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

The imperfect repentance of broken people is met with the grace of God 

and hope of Christ.  

 

 

The Bible keeps repeating a message we are meant to hear, to embrace, and to 

surrender to. Made for life with God, we have missed it by our own disregard and 

disobedience. But there is a way back, however you can’t get there yourself. You can’t 

even go halfway and hope for a lifeline down the road. You must be brought there, 

carried by God himself.  

 

He must live for you, take on your sin and earn your forgiveness by his very own blood. 

In him you are to trust with all of your life, forever.  

 

It is the message that rolls on in Isaiah and as we studied last week we talked of 

renewal. A longing deep in our souls for things to be made right, for life with God. 

Under his care, personally transformed, made right.  

 

 

This week we move from what may be only individual renewal to corporate revival. A 

whole people coming to terms with their need for God, his grace and hope for the 

future.  

 

As my small group discussed these same themes, Christian Zaal recounted the 

exhortations of a preacher the Lord used to bring revival in his day.  

 

Evan Roberts, a good Calvinist Methodist in the vain of George Whitefield, grew up in 

Lougher… he began mining coal at 12 but continually felt a call to ministry and a 

longing for more Jesus in himself and others.  

 

He prayed for revival, a spiritual awakening in his country, for 13 years. And at 26 he 

began preaching and calling people to: Repentance...  

 

● (1) Confess any known sin to God and put away any wrong done to others; 

● (2) Put away any doubtful habit; 

● (3) Obey the Holy Spirit promptly; and 

● (4) Confess Christ openly. 

 



The people prayed… “asking God to “bend them”. This prayer became Roberts’ prayer 

in a powerful way. Now he prayed “bend me Lord” with all his heart. Soon this would 

become the prayer of a nation.” 

 

Some 100,000 people came to faith in Christ. It utterly changed the environment and 

culture of Wales in 1904-05. Confession after confession of Christ.  

 

“Some point to the beginning of the revival at New Quay, Cardiganshire, on Sunday 

morning in February of 1904. It was during a prayer meeting being led by pastor 

Joseph Jenkins. Jenkins asked for personal testimonies. Some tried to speak on other 

issues, but Jenkins redirected their focus to the Lord. There was prolonged silence. 

Then suddenly a young girl named Florrie Evans rose to her feet and spoke softly, with 

a trembling voice: “I love the Lord Jesus with all my heart!” A journalist named W. T. 

Stead who was present that day wrote this: 

 

“The pathos and the passion of the avowal (of that young girl) acted like an electric 

shock upon the congregation. One after another rose and made the full surrender, and 

the news spread like wildfire from place to place that the Revival had broken out, and 

that souls were being ingathered to the Lord.” - Storms 

 

Oh do it again Lord!  

 

Further back we see another turning to the Lord that is a hopeful model for us.  

 

 

The imperfect repentance of broken people is met with the grace of God 

and hope of Christ.  

 

Isaiah 33:1-24 

 

 

Last week in our small group questions there was one about repentance, or sackcloth 

and mourning over sin and if we are familiar with that type of repentance…  

 

And even though I was the one asking the question, it struck me. The gravity of our sin 

and separation that make the grace of God so glorious, do I feel the weight of it, and if I 

do what does it look like to mourn over it, to fully repent of it.  

Do I get it right?!  

 



Studying Isaiah 33 though, gives me hope, because even in imperfect, maybe even 

tainted repentance God responds with grace and help.  

 

So time has transpired… We know in the story of Judah that Assyria had become an 

increasing threat to their sovereignty and perceived flourishing. Israel, the northern 

kingdom had already been carried off, rendered powerless. Judah, thinking there was 

no other option sought help from Egypt.  

 

None would come. So Hezekiah, the king, would try to bribe Sennacherib with gold and 

silver, removed from the temple!  

 

Assyria would persist outside the walls of the city and the people break under the 

pressure… the King sends messengers to the Prophet seeking help, and he says the 

Lord will intervene. They will be saved.  

 

Hearing the Prophet’s proclamation, we see a flow in the redemption of God’s people 

here, Imperfect repentance, Brokenness that becomes Beholding, and hope for Revival 

now and forevermore.  

 

 

1) Imperfect Repentance 

 

We always have this notion that we need to get things right, that we have to pull 

ourselves together in order to come to Christ - to find his favor, to experience his 

grace… we aren’t that good at getting it right... But even our imperfect repentance is 

met with grace and help.  

 

Judah has been the recipients of generations of warnings and invitations to trust in the 

Lord. I mean we have been through 33 chapters of Isaiah, who is just one of the 

Prophets calling the people back. To reliance, the provision of God, his way. And while 

there has been some lip-service toward it, Judah has been skipping along ignoring it in 

their hearts and minds.  

 

But they have reached their breaking point. God in his sovereignty has allowed the 

geo-political events to unfold as they have in order to bring his people back to himself. 

They stand shaking behind the walls of Jerusalem, options have all played out. There is 

no other way.  

 

And now they turn to the Lord.  



 

Isaiah speaks to the impending invaders announcing that they will be destroyed and 

then comes the declaration of dependence on the power and provision of God.  

 

Isaiah 33:2 “O LORD, be gracious to us; we wait for you. Be our arm every morning, 

our salvation in the time of trouble.” (ESV) 

 

 

I want to look at Judah and say, ah it’s not genuine, you had no choice but to repent 

and call on the Lord! But then I realize I am just yelling into a mirror!  

 

We all come with tainted motives, and without hope elsewhere. “Self-salvation makes a 

lot of sense, until you try it.” Ortlund  

 

“They’ve always called him their King but now they’re starting to treat him as their 

King.” Ortlund  

 

And they confess their need and his ability to deliver them. His power, his justice and 

righteousness. That though all seems lost, he can once again redeem them.  

 

And his response to Judah in their imperfect repentance? “Hear you who are far off, 

what I have done; and you who are near, acknowledge my might…” “Now I will arise, 

now I will lift myself up, now I will be exalted… You will be saved and brought to a 

better situation in me.’  

 

 

Coming to our end and even when it doesn’t seem that our calling on him meets some 

ideal, God extends grace. He responds and saves.  

 

 

Repentance is ownership of our sin and disregard of God. Repentance is for us a 

declaration of dependence on his grace, on his power, on his will. It is the 

announcement that we have the Lord; what more do we need! 

 

While we might mention repentance on occasion and be “familiar” with the concept of 

it, are we ready to embrace it? As a church, there has been an exhortation, we believe to 

be from the Lord, that He desires to work in us in this season of the life of the church, 

as we seek him in repentance.  

 



It is the way he always works. Every move, every revival in church history, every 

personal awakening made lasting is formed and grounded in repentance, a surrender of 

our ways to his, the turning to Jesus as the One able and eager to save.  

 

So however imperfect, be repentant people. ‘God I have sinned myself onto the edge… 

be gracious to me… be my salvation in the time of trouble!’  

 

We could end with this exhortation… but the story rolls on.  

 

 

Even when grace is applied the horizon may feel far off… but you are still held.  

 

 

2) Brokenness becomes Beholding  

 

Finally the people have repented and redemption is promised and soon on its way. And 

it happens, Assyria will be struck with confusion by the Lord and the will go back to 

Nineveh.  

 

But there is life lived in between the fear at the gates and the seeing Jerusalem as an 

untroubled habitation.  

 

Heroes cry in the streets, repercussions of broken covenants remain, the land mourns 

and languishes.  

 

The gravity of need remains… the people broken before the Lord. See more clearly how 

important a Savior is.  

 

 

Repentance as more than a one-time act, a life of recognizing, being familiar with our 

need. “Sin must be exposed and healed. Christ must become beautiful to us. Then it 

doesn’t matter anymore what the world may do to us. We are safe and rich in Christ.” 

RO  

 

Even the question of who can ascend the Holy Hill strikes us… Isaiah 33:14–16 “Who 

among us can dwell with the consuming fire? Who among us can dwell with everlasting 

burnings?” [15] He who walks righteously and speaks uprightly, who despises the gain 

of oppressions, who shakes his hands, lest they hold a bribe, who stops his ears from 

hearing of bloodshed and shuts his eyes from looking on evil, [16] he will dwell on the 



heights; his place of defense will be the fortresses of rocks; his bread will be given him; 

his water will be sure.” (ESV) 

 

What a standard! How can we reach it? The Lord doesn’t present what is necessary to 

dwell in his presence as a goal to be achieved or a ladder to climb. He sets it before the 

people as a reminder that they can’t! They need another, they need a redeemer.  

 

 

In repentance, we don’t go from brokenness to bootstrapping. We go from brokenness 

to beholding, to see where our help comes from, to a vision of the king and the very real 

experience of his saving power.  

 

‘Your eyes will behold the king in his beauty; they will see a land that stretches afar. 

Your heart will muse on the terror you once had - wonder at the victory of God. That He 

will be for us, a place of broad rivers and streams… those dwelling there forgiven of 

their iniquity, their sin.’  

 

The work done by another, your need surrendered to the lasting King, and in him 

redemption, forgiveness and life. For Judah a vision of what is to comes, for us a 

reminder of the work of Jesus our King who is now all of these things and will be 

forevermore.  

 

In repentance and ensuing brokenness over sin and need, over trouble, pain, the Spirit 

says ‘lift your eyes and behold Christ.’ He is there, holding you, keeping you, 

emboldening you. He will be “the stability of your times, abundance of salvation, 

wisdom, and knowledge. The fear of the Lord your treasure.” 

 

This is a place of growth for us… from the assumption of the good news of Jesus to 

actually seeing it. Beholding the glory of God until we see it.  

 

 

Truth be told, “my gospel is smudged. It doesn’t seem at first glance much to look at. If 

I had inadvertently dropped it on the sidewalk you might step over it like you would a 

penny. Who stops for a penny?” 

 

“Quick: without looking, can you name the word imprinted on our one-cent piece to the 

left of Abraham Lincoln’s profile? Do you know which way Lincoln is facing? On the 

“tails” side of the penny is an image of what? Don’t say “a building.” Which building? 

To the right of the building, there are initials . What are they? Whose are they?” 



 

“Look, you know what a penny looks like. You probably see one every day, but I bet you 

couldn’t answer all of those questions. Why? “Because we don’t really look at the things 

we think we already know. We don’t study the familiar. The very fact that we consider 

something familiar sort of stifles any impulse to study it.” 

 

 

We are inundated with distractions and things we are convinced are important… so we 

assume things of Jesus without pursuing them, without mining the depths of his grace. 

“Our screens give us a constant stream of things to look at but very little to see.” 

 

One reason we aren’t captivated by Christ’s glory is because we have a diminished 

capacity to be captivated by anything big. But brokenness brings us there.  

 

It is one of those weird things where you want to generate an action, but beholding is 

pretty much no action but rather paying attention!  

 

Go outside, look up, behold creation and the power of God - the waves crashing on the 

rocks, the enormity of the ocean and our smallness before it… Doing the same thing 

sitting before the word of God, paying attention to the grace of Christ, his fullness 

revealed there. Worshiping in response to his goodness, savoring his glory.  

 

“until we learn to simply sit there, to be still, to be settled, to look at the great big world 

around us, to consider with wonder all these incredible humans made in God’s image, 

to look at his endlessly fascinating creation in long steady concentration, we will 

continue in spiritual myopia and spiritual boredom. When our vision is constantly 

occupied by small things, we are tempted to yawn more at the glory of God… We have 

to look at big things in order to increase our capacity to see big things.” Jared Wilson 

 

 

Isaiah says that the broken people who have come in imperfect repentance will behold 

the biggest thing, the righteous King!  

 

 

“Here’s the point: When we really trust God, lo and behold, we find that he’s there! 

When God is all we have, we find that God is all we need. This is how trusting God 

changes our experience of God.” Ortlund 

 



“The Bible is so clear, “A broken and contrite heart… [he] will not despise (Psalm 

51:17)... “A sense of failure and weakness and need is essential to his favor upon you… 

never outgrow the humility of brokenness before God… Your failure is God’s 

opportunity.” RO  

 

 

“What we’re waking up from, under Isaiah’s influence, is the dreamy illusion of our 

own self-sufficiency. We are coming alive to the all-sufficiency of Christ.” (RO) and this 

is revival. This is what spreads. This is what drives a people to their knees and the 

nations.  

 

 

3) Revival Now and Forevermore 

 

For those that have been fully acquainted with their need, who have felt the weight of 

brokenness, we can say: 

 

Isaiah 33:22 “the LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; the LORD is our 

king; he will save us.” (ESV) 

 

This is the place of revival - a spiritual awakening, a restoration of spiritual vigor and 

life.  

 

 

“When our eyes behold the King in his beauty, we see everything else in his light, we 

break out of our nervous addiction to crisis and self-salvation and start to glorify and 

enjoy God. The Holy Spirit does this in us. He makes Jesus glorious to our hearts as we 

behold him in the gospel.” RO  

 

 

In the good news that he lived a life of obedience and righteousness for us, that he can 

dwell in the consuming fire and walk righteously, in his which now evil exists. That he 

would take on the death we deserve for the wages of sin. That on the cross his blood 

makes us right with God once and for all. And that in his resurrection the kingdom, his 

reign begins.  

 

And it is pushing back the darkness, day by day, life by life, imperfect repentant heart 

by heart. Church by church. Neighborhood by neighborhood. City by City. Nation by 

nation. That those who believe in him will have real freedom.  



 

2 Corinthians 3:17–18 “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord 

is, there is freedom. [18] And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, 

are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For 

this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.” (ESV) 

 

We hear the command of Jesus to come to him, all of us weary and heavy burdened, 

and he will give us rest. We see that Mary chooses the better way of sitting at the feet of 

the Savior over the busyness of striving. We live beholding his glory experiencing his 

healing and forgiveness. 

 

 

“The church will be transformed into gladly, solidly God-trusting people, who can face 

anything with him as their Savior. That is where God is taking his believing people, and 

he invites you to be a part of it.” RO  

 

 

The imperfect repentance of broken people is met with the grace of God 

and hope of Christ.  

 

 

Declare your Dependence - Repent, turn from all the failed pathways to the King, 

to Jesus. Receive his grace, his forgiveness. And in your declaration be ready to be used 

to extend his reign!  

 

1 Corinthians 1:28–31 “God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 

things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, [29] so that no human being 

might boast in the presence of God. [30] And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, 

who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 

[31] so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (ESV) 

 

Boast in him. Confess before him, put away sin, obey the Spirit, and confess Christ 

openly that others might repent and believe.  

 

 

Behold His Grace and Goodness - Let it lead you, to a life of boldness. And seek 

more of him in prayer. Gather with the saints. Devour Scripture. Press into the way of 

Jesus with all of who you are. Sit still, look up from your phone, stare at the mountains 

or the sea…  



 

Different ways to behold - Kawhi Leonard and his shot to send the Toronto Raptors to 

the Eastern Conference Finals… Eager expectation, Watching the big screen, seeing 

different angles… and the guy with a blank look of indifference. When it comes to 

beholding Christ, don’t be that guy!  

 

 

Evan Roberts was 13 when he started praying for revival - it may take more time, 

maybe less, however the Spirit decides to move for the sake of Christ.  

 

Shall we be ready? Will we be the hungry ones? Will we live beholding Christ?  

 

 

The imperfect repentance of broken people is met with the grace of God 

and hope of Christ.  

 

 

The king of Assyria stands at the gate yelling “Do not let Hezekiah make you trust in the 

LORD by saying, The LORD will surely deliver us, and this city will not be given into 

the hand of the king of Assyria.’” 2 Kings 18:30 (ESV) 

 

2 Kings 19:6 “Isaiah said to them... ‘Thus says the LORD: Do not be afraid because of 

the words that you have heard…” I will deliver you. , 

 

Remember little Florrie. Remember her simple yet powerful declaration, “I love Jesus 

with all my heart.” You might not feel that right now and so confess that and pray for 

God to give you that love. But if you do, join in with the Florries down through the ages 

who have been ones that declared to others, after beholding, Jesus, “I love Jesus with 

all my heart. 

 

Bend us Lord! For your glory and our good.  


