
Sermon on Isaiah 34 & 35 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

Those that trust in Jesus are a community of Hope on their way Home.  

 

Snap poll: Who was disappointed with the finale of Game of Thrones?! Gotcha!  

 

As a non-viewer it was entertaining to hear of the displeasure with how the show 

ended. Years of commitment, watching, waiting, and blah. It has me thinking more 

broadly, about how we as humans are fascinated with endings.  

 

I don’t know how many books I have finished with a sigh. Watching a story unfold and 

the conclusion is trite, or meaningless. Even those with tragic surprise can leave us 

unsettled.  

 

But sometimes the end becomes a beginning - what we start with is destruction - 

rubble, fire, the wilderness re-claiming territory. And from that sickly environment, 

after world war 3, characters break out of trauma and restore life, bringing newness 

and at last, hope.  

 

In Isaiah today we have that very thing playing out. An understanding of the end of 

things for some and revelation of a beginning for others.  

 

 

Isaiah 34-35 (explain while reading some of the imagery)  

 

Those that trust in Jesus are a community of Hope on their way Home.  

 

 

This is a message to a people on a precipice. About to have their world rocked. 

Disobedience brought them to repentance and now for generations to come, things will 

feel a lot different than they thought “salvation” would.  

 

In this poetic word from God we have a mirror image between chapters 34 and 35. 

Opposite outcomes so tied to each other that one grows out of the other like a spring 

plant breaking forth from fertilized soil.  

 

It is a rich, and frightening scene set before us, but it is meant to drive us to something 

lasting, that can carry us through exile, the journey of life here.  

 



We have in these two chapters, Hell, Home, and a Community of Hope.  

 

 

1) Hell  

 

Some modern schools suggest that we shouldn’t talk of hell. Certainly not the wrath or 

anger of God. But when you endeavor to embrace the whole counsel of Scripture in the 

life of the church, we must draw near and give attention. 

 

This is where the speculation of the world’s end comes to a conclusion.  

 

This week I was watching some videos of the increasing automation of our society and 

“what’s coming” all of which seemed dark and without much hope. There is something 

about us that collects images and ideas of the end. Much has been made of traversing 

the dreamscapes of humanity and how our experience of this world will end. As a child 

of the 80’s many of the scenarios I have encountered ended with nuclear holocaust.  

 

But here in Isaiah we have our answer whether it is one that works on the big screen or 

matches our sensibilities or not.  

 

“Listen nations - Pay attention O People… Let the world and everything in it hear my 

words,” says the Lord.  

 

And what comes next is devastating… frightful.  

 

 

Now we see why the repentant cry of “O Lord, be gracious to us!” is so appropriate.  

 

Isaiah 34:2 “the LORD is enraged against all the nations, and furious against all their 

host; he has devoted them to destruction, has given them over for slaughter.” (ESV) 

 

Yahweh, God, is angry against the nations - the world system that has corrupted all 

things and He has assigned them to destruction, to an end.  

 

This is God the Creator. The One who spoke all things into existence from nothing. 

Who determines the boundaries of man, who directs history, who has all power. And 

this is what he says is coming.  

 

Lest you be confused by the poetic nature of this text, it is not good. This is judgment…  



 

Why need there be judgment? The answer goes back to the beginning. To the creative 

work of God and placing into a perfect garden his masterpiece. Humans.  

 

Given abundance, purpose and each other, our first parents walk with God, enjoy his 

good gifts and witness true life. It was theirs, and meant to be ours, forever, as long as 

they remained obedient. To enjoy the fruit of every tree of the garden spare one. 

 

This fruit would bring corruption, evil, and death. But a deceptive serpent suggested 

that the fruit might make them like God themselves… and the temptation overcame 

them and they ate the forbidden fruit together.  

 

Immediately everything changed. They realized their nakedness and in shame hid 

themselves from God. From that sin, all sin entered this place. An to cover their shame 

God sheds the blood of animals for their skins. Giving us a picture of the continual flow 

of blood needed to cover the sins of humanity.  

 

The human story then, the story of the Bible is the unfolding of God’s effort to draw 

humanity back to him, back to the garden. But all along the way there is consistent 

refusal. Humans build towers to prove their prowess. Nations rage against each other 

to prove dominance. None recognizing God who is over all. And even a people set apart 

can’t submit to him, and find themselves storing up wrath - that which necessitates the 

blood.  

 

The story rolls on, and even when the defining act of redemption arrives, when God 

himself sheds his own blood to ransom humanity from the shame of sin and death, 

there is a raging disregard for him.  

 

 

This is the end described in vivid detail, the end of active and passive disregard of God 

and his rule. Rejection of his truth.  

 

Romans 1:18 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 

and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.” (ESV) 

 

 

John 3:36 “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the 

Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.” (ESV) 

 



"Eyes that were created to see the glory of God’s light are blind; ears that were created 

with marvelous complexity to hear the various sounds of God’s creation are deaf; legs 

that were astonishingly crafted with strength and flexibility are paralyzed. Deeper than 

that, our minds are corrupted with constantly sinful thoughts, and our hearts delight in 

evil. Left to ourselves, both we and this world will continue to groan under corruption 

and become more and more bereft of blessing." Andrew M. Davis 

 

V. 8 “For the LORD has a day of vengeance,” coming. Utter ruin, eternal fire. Wild, 

unclean animals will rule after the sword has had its fill of blood - after humanity is 

essentially sacrificed and earth is spoiled by mudslides of blood…  

 

“Pay attention, nations of the world, O people that reject God… it’s going to get you.”  

 

The inevitability of it reminds me of the movie franchise “Final Destination,” where 

young people that cheat death are tracked down to meet their demise.  

 

How can this be a God of love? Here love is made angry by what harms that which is 

cherished. God hates the corruption of those he loves, those he created to spend 

eternity with. And an end may just be a divine mercy - devastating, bringing evil to its 

conclusion.  

 

"The God of the Bible is no sentimental deity, dispensing religious fairy dust to keep us 

in a good mood. The Lord is a king whose righteous character compels him to defend 

that which he loves." Jeremy Treat  

 

It is announced so you won’t be surprised, so the nations can repent and turn to God.  

 

“What if God does leave you to yourself? What if God doesn’t intervene to save you 

from yourself and Isaiah 34 writes your final chapter? What if that itching envy in your 

heart, that bitterness eating away inside you, that anger raging inside you, your 

ungrateful self for who nothing is ever good enough, the you lurking in the fantasy 

twilight of lust, the you buried alive in the coffin of greed, the you that’s too 

sophisticated for childlike delight in God - what if God does not save you? The you that 

you are becoming now is what you will be forever. Unless God saves you, you will 

eventually find that you cannot stop anymore. And the grumbling and blaming and all 

the rest will take over and churn on forever like a machine, and you won’t be able the 

stop and rest. That hell is when you become the photographic negative of what you 

were meant to be when God made you. God says, “I have no pleasure in the death of the 



wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your 

evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?” (Ezekiel 33:11)” Ray Ortlund  

 

 

"he is not obligated to give such warnings, but he gives them for the salvation of his 

chosen people from every nation. The elect will heed these warnings and flee to Christ; 

the reprobate will scoff and blow them off." Andrew M. Davis 

 

This is a breathtaking warning to the world - almost too far gone for help - and it is a 

bolster to those suffering under the systems of the world.  

 

Because it precedes the promise of Home.  

 

 

2) Home  

 

Judah is a people of promise. They have in their history some of the experience of it. 

Promised as a people a land. To call their own as they taste of the provision of God. To 

be set apart in relationship with Yahweh, distinct from other nations.  

 

But stubborn sin has prevented lasting ownership of the promise. Already Israel has 

been removed from the land and Judah is soon to follow.  

 

Even as that reality is on the doorstep here they are given the promise of a true home. 

And it is birthed out of the wasteland of chapter 34.  

 

Isaiah 35:1–2 “The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice 

and blossom like the crocus; [2] it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and 

singing.The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.” (ESV) 

 

From the context of judgment comes the picture of salvation helping us understand its 

beauty. “The way of man is to make the inhabited uninhabitable; the way of God is to 

take the barren and make it abundant.” Oswalt 

 

 

For those that trust in God who say Isaiah 33:22 “the LORD is our judge; the LORD 

is our lawgiver; the LORD is our king; he will save us,” this is our destination!  

 



Eyes will be opened to see God, those once lame will be leaping, those previously mute 

will be singing. Streams will flow in the desert. There will be a return to the garden! 

“Unclean” wilderness reclaimed, restored. No vicious predators… just the redeemed 

walking there as Adam walked with God in the first garden.  

 

Arriving on the highway of Holiness. Holiness not achieved by human striving, but by 

the righteous king who ascends the hill for us.  

 

 

And it is in the good news of this king that we find our way; Romans 1:17  “For in it 

the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous 

shall live by faith.” (ESV) 

 

And it is unbelievably good. Isaiah 35:10b “everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” (ESV) 

 

Literally “gladness and joy will overtake them.”  

 

God bringing his people all the way home with him. The ransomed of the LORD shall 

return - those bought with the blood of Christ will come home with singing! Seeing 

glory and majesty of God with delight.  

 

Judah needs this, we need this. They are heading into exile, further in their minds from 

home. We feel far from home too, in our struggle, our pain, our persistent sin. And the 

Lord says, “I am bringing you Home.”  

 

"This can be none other than the work of God in Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world. 

In Christ alone are the promises of Isaiah 35, “Yes!” and “Amen!” (2 Cor 1: 20)." 

Andrew M. Davis 

 

Those in Christ, believing in Jesus are heading home with him and experiencing it now.  

 

Judgment was sure for us… Ephesians 2:4–7 “But God, being rich in mercy, because 

of the great love with which he loved us, [5] even when we were dead in our trespasses, 

made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—[6] and raised us up 

with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, [7] so that in 

the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus.” (ESV) 

 



As secure at this moment as Jesus is! So this promise is sure and glimmers of it now 

give us a defining hope we are meant to share with other sojourners on their way.  

 

 

Clinging to this promise Judah and we are made into a community of Hope.  

 

3) Community of Hope  

 

Those undeterred by exile, by hardship, because what is coming is better and it is 

guaranteed.  

 

This is the church - God’s redeemed people from all nations. The ransomed of Christ 

returning with singing. We give hope.  

 

Isaiah 35:4 “Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, 

your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God.He will come and save 

you.” (ESV) 

 

We strengthen each other with promise… not with a call to “pull it together!” but with 

the word that “Christ is pulling us home!”  

 

What we have in Christ is a message to the anxious - ‘be strong, fear not” BEHOLD 

your God is working vengeance - you don’t have to. He is taking care of every slight of 

sin and act of violence against his people.  

 

He will come and save you. We are a community testifying that he has! Jesus has come, 

lived in your place, given over his own life for you, shedding his blood to atone for your 

sin, make you clean. And beating death his kingdom is expanding as his word goes 

forth in the world.  

 

Jesus really does save! He gives life. He gives purpose. He brings us all the way home. 

He gives us hope and makes us more like him as we journey down the highway of 

holiness. As a community we witness to that truth! 

 

Hebrews 12:1–2 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us 

run with endurance the race that is set before us, [2] looking to Jesus, the founder and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” (ESV) 



Together, we live loving others, exhorting one another and our neighbors, “Hear this, 

pay attention - there is a way out! It is trusting in Christ and giving over your life to him 

to his way.” And our lives a proof that he saves. That he ransoms the sinner, that he 

redeems his people and has a place prepared for them.  

 

Reminding each other again and again that “our citizenship is in heaven, and we 

eagerly wait for a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil 3: 20). 

 

Our lives lived trusting in Jesus. The Christian is meant to live aware but not in fear. 

We may walk through our world hearing the predictions of “the end is near” but hope 

drives out fear.  

 

“Jesus killed our sin and died our death.  He rose again to conquer the grave and the 

world, to rule over planets and dimensions. He is sovereign over millimeters and 

microbes, fractals and furlongs, windstorms and wormholes. So we're gonna be okay." 

Jared Wilson 

 

 

And this is what we offer those at the edge, fearing the end. A place to belong, a 

community to care for them. An experience of home on our way there. Who might we 

invite in? 

 

Those that trust in Jesus are a community of Hope on their way Home.  

 

 

The hope of Jesus, this Home we are headed to, it is good news, and anticipation of it in 

light of Isaiah 34 & 35 gives us some clues as how to live.  

 

Repent - don’t die under the system of the world, choose Jesus, his way, his ransom 

for you. Trust in his life, death, and resurrection to solve your sin, bring you to God and 

give you purpose.  

 

It’s clear. There is judgement and there is salvation and you must choose God’s 

salvation in order to avoid God’s judgment.  

 

Look forward - Dwell securely in the peace of Christ.  We know how it ends, feast on 

that peace. Live with expectancy of Home, the return to the garden and let that vision 

of what is to come fill you and fuel you for life now.  



1 Peter 1:8–9 “Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now 

see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with 

glory, [9] obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” (ESV) 

 

Spread Hope - Pray for his will on earth as it is in Heaven. Strengthen one another by 

being with one another. Sing to each other of his grace and goodness until we are 

overwhelmed by joy everlasting.  

 

Say with Charles Wesley describing the impact of the gospel: “Hear him, ye deaf; his 

praise, ye dumb, you loosened tongues employ; ye blind, behold your Savior come; and 

leap, ye lame, for joy.”  

 

 

Those that trust in Jesus are a community of Hope on their way Home.  

 

 

This is the script of the finale - the end that is a beginning of something amazing.  

 

What part will you play? Where will you place your marker to stand? What hope will 

you have? 

 

Trust Christ, spread hope, and let’s go home together!  


