
Sermon on Isaiah 3:1-4:6 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

Isaiah 3:18-4:1 “On that day the Lord will strip their finery: ankle bracelets, headbands, 

crescents, 19 pendants, bracelets, veils, 20 headdresses, ankle jewelry, sashes, perfume bottles, 

amulets, 21 signet rings, nose rings, 22 festive robes, capes, cloaks, purses, 23 garments, linen 

clothes, turbans, and shawls. 

 

24 Instead of perfume there will be a stench; instead of a belt, a rope; instead of beautifully 

styled hair, baldness; instead of fine clothes, sackcloth; instead of beauty, branding. 25 Your 

men will fall by the sword, your warriors in battle. 

26 Then her gates will lament and mourn; deserted, she will sit on the ground. 

 

On that day seven women will seize one man, saying, “We will eat our own bread and provide 

our own clothing. Just let us bear your name. Take away our disgrace.” 

 

 

This has been a hard few weeks in America. This place we call home, that we desire the 

flourishing of. One of the beautiful things about the church is that people from vastly different 

backgrounds and experiences come together to worship God - and purposefully leave our 

politics at home when we do (or we should!) But no matter your side of the spectrum, it has been 

unpleasant.  

 

Division. Animous. Unreconcilable differences. As if there are no leaders to rise above it… and 

the horizon doesn’t look less bleak. A crazy time. And we ache for things to be made right. 

Maybe even by any means necessary… but usually our means go terribly wrong and the longing 

remains… from where will redemption come?! 

 

“I suppose it might be considered a truism to say that we live in a world that is rocked in a sea of 

trouble. Solid foundations that we once built upon are being abandoned and we think of them 

today as mere shadows belonging to a vanished past. On every hand we see signs of frustration, 

of barrenness and of defeat, and I suppose we all agree that the stream of vital Christianity runs 

very low indeed.” Duncan Campbell  

 

It has been the reality of the human story - one we don’t want to shy away from - it is our 

experience - the sense that something is off and our ways of fixing come up short.  

 

But if there is a resolution at all it comes from the One who put the desire deep within us - and it 

is found in the story of his people.  

 

In Isaiah 3 & 4 we have a purge and a promise, both important, and both leading to an end of 

the ache for things to be made right.  

 

 



1) The Purge  

 

We jumped into the text today in the midst of a throwing off of what the people were told to 

reject already.  

 

2:22 “Put no more trust in a mere human, who has only breath in his nostrils…” From there we 

come to chapter 3, the continuing correction of Judea and Jerusalem.  

 

“Note this: The Lord God of Armies is about to remove from Jerusalem and from Judah every 

kind of security: the entire supply of bread and water, 2 heroes and warriors, judges and 

prophets, fortune-tellers and elders, 3 commanders of fifty and dignitaries, counselors, cunning 

magicians, and necromancers.”  -- Isaiah 3:1-3 (CSB) 

 

God will make kids their leaders, toddlers will reign. The people will oppress each other. Man 

against man. Neighbor against neighbor. There will be no one found that is benevolent enough 

to take on the mantle of leadership and even if someone is forced into it, they rule over nothing 

but rubble.  

 

Then we read of the disaster, the day of judgment, of removal, or purge, when the haughty 

Jerusalem will be stripped of everything of beauty and left to stink… no warrior remains, 

mourning at the gates of the city. God is describing capture and exile and abuse. An end to the 

utopian dream. To self-sovereignty. An end to identity as a nation.  

 

Worse than the harshest fire and brimstone warnings we would hear in our day.  

 

Why? What was meant to be?  

 

Israel a nation of people set aside for God - they were chosen to be a distinguishable people 

revealing relationship with God. Redeemed out of slavery… Blessed with God’s presence, as a 

guide and protection. Eventually dwelling together in the city, Jerusalem, with the temple.  

 

This is what they are meant for. Covenantal relationship with God alone. The example for all 

others. The distributor of justice for all people.  

 

But the desire to own the place of “Lord” themselves is too strong… and over and over again, 

kings run after lesser things, the people adopt the token gods of outsiders. Division, corruption 

and the split of the kingdom into two. One destroyed by invaders and now Judah left but equally 

missing what they were meant for.  

 

“For Jerusalem has stumbled and Judah has fallen because they have spoken and acted against 

the Lord, defying his glorious presence. 9 The look on their faces testifies against them, and like 

Sodom, they flaunt their sin; they do not conceal it. Woe to them, for they have brought disaster 

on themselves.” -- Isaiah 3:8-9 (CSB) 



 

“Literally this reads, “defying the eyes of his glory.” Isaiah’s contemporaries resisted God’s 

relevance to the whole life - “the eyes of his glory.” To be forgiven yes. To be protected, yes. But 

beyond that, they didn’t want God to be too real. They wanted a compartmentalized God, not an 

omnipresent God, and this is what did them in.” RO  

 

They came to assume their identity and disregard who had given it to them. Like a spoiled kid 

that squanders an inheritance that took generations to accumulate.  

 

Deeper still, further back - this is the story of humanity. Into a garden, we were brought. The 

presence of God. Perfection. The experience that sits at the deepest part of our genetic makeup 

and becomes a longing to return there. But the temptation was too enticing and abandonment of 

God, turning from him and his way unleashes the greatest scandal of the cosmos.  

 

Still today it runs through our veins. We may not self-righteously look at Judah and raise our 

nose… but we imbibe on the same drink of foolishness that they do and that humanity has all 

along.  

 

When you have walked away from your father’s eyes/grace/protection the consequences of your 

actions fall squarely on your shoulders. 

 

And if we refuse relationship with God, under his care and guidance… he assumes the role of 

judge.  

 

“The Lord rises to argue the case and stands to judge the people. 14 The Lord brings this charge 

against the elders and leaders of his people: “You have devastated the vineyard. The plunder 

from the poor is in your houses. 15 Why do you crush my people and grind the faces of the poor? 

” This is the declaration of the Lord God of Armies.” -- Isaiah 3:13-15 (CSB) 

 

God is making the case against them for crushing people, for despising his presence, for missing 

the point of life in him.  

 

It’s not only an Old Testament reality, we too can lose sight of what we are meant for and defy 

the presence of God…  

 

Just as Jesus says to his church, “For you say, ‘I’m rich; I have become wealthy and need 

nothing,’ and you don’t realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked. 18 I advise 

you to buy from me gold refined in the fire so that you may be rich, white clothes so that you 

may be dressed and your shameful nakedness not be exposed, and ointment to spread on your 

eyes so that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be zealous and 

repent.”  -- Revelation 3:17-19 (CSB) 

 

Then comes the devastating stripping. The purge…  



“On that day seven women will seize one man, saying, “We will eat our own bread and provide 

our own clothing. Just let us bear your name. Take away our disgrace.” -- Isaiah 4:1 (CSB) 

In a culture where to be unmarried meant you were shameful… in a land with no men, women 

just need the name to rid them of their disgrace. They are left with an ache for redemption. A 

longing to just belong!  

 

Left to our own devices… to our own politics and failed attempts to make things right. To our 

schemes, our hope in man or woman. Our obsession with riches and a perception of beauty… 

Even our sin, the ways we miss the mark of what God has meant for us. Life apart from God… 

We too are left with this same ache for redemption.  

 

But on the other side of the purge, at the dusk of the long day, at the end of our rope, there is 

hope. there is the promise.  

 

2) The Promise 

 

What is promised for Judah has actually been realized for us as well. It is ours to own and rejoice 

in… the ache is coming to an end!  

 

“On that day the Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land will 

be the pride and glory of Israel’s survivors. 3 Whoever remains in Zion and whoever is left in 

Jerusalem will be called holy — all in Jerusalem written in the book of life —  4 when the Lord 

has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodguilt from the heart of 

Jerusalem by a spirit of judgment and a spirit of burning. 5 Then the Lord will create a cloud of 

smoke by day and a glowing flame of fire by night over the entire site of Mount Zion and over its 

assemblies. For there will be a canopy over all the glory, 6 and there will be a shelter for shade 

from heat by day, and a refuge and shelter from storm and rain”. -- Isaiah 4:2-6 (CSB) 

 

Oh this promise and what it means for those that God claims as his own, what it means for us!  

 

Redemption is coming.  

 

The branch of the LORD is the Messiah. He springs from the Lord, and his rule spreads over the 

world. His beginnings are unimpressive, but his triumph will be beautiful and glorious. The 

promise of peace and presence of Isaiah 2 repeated as another wonderful picture of hope and 

provision.  

 

The Branch, Jesus finally making things right. Whoever remains in Zion and in Jerusalem will 

be called holy - made holy… We might think this is geographically specific… get me a ticket fast! 

But Israel is made Israel not by their location but by the presence of God - those that believe in 

Christ are given his presence, the One that said he would be with us until the end of the age 

making us Israel, making us holy.  

 



John Jefferson Davis (Threefold presence) “Christ is really within the believer by the 

Holy Spirit, who extends Christ’s self and presence into the believer’s heart (“Christ in 

you, the hope of glory” [Col 1:27]); 

 

Christ is really among the believing assembly gathered as a church in worship, by virtue 

of his name and Spirit (1 Cor 5:4; the name and Spirit as extensions of Christ’s self); 

 

and the believer is really present to the heavenly, ascended Christ, being seated with 

Christ in heavenly realms (Eph 2:6)—the Spirit connecting the believer with Christ and 

extending the believer’s spirit and self to Christ’s self (1 Cor 6:17). 

 

The Holy Spirit connects us with Christ and lifts us into the presence of the ascended 

Lord, with whom we are in union from the time of our conversion, being incorporated 

into the body of Christ by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:13), who continues to abide in us…” 

 

By washing us by removing the bloodguilt from us. Making us clean by taking on what we 

deserve himself, sacrificing himself to judgment… sin removed, burned by the God that is a 

consuming fire (Heb. 12:29).  

 

The Lord will create a cloud of smoke by day and a glowing flame of fire by night… guiding his 

people once again… the redeemer that accomplished what was needed to restore the presence of 

God in a people made holy, cleansed and his way can be seen and embraced.  “For my yoke is 

easy and my burden is light.” -- Matthew 11:30 (CSB) 

 

This is the vision of the coming Christ for Judah, and this is the reality of the risen Christ for us.  

 

“I will also sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean. I will cleanse you from all your 

impurities and all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will 

remove your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will place my Spirit within you and 

cause you to follow my statutes and carefully observe my ordinances.” -- Ezekiel 36:25-27 

(CSB) 

 

“And over all the glory will be a wedding canopy… hinting at our intimacy and joy with God.” RO 

That God delights in us in Christ as a groom delights in his bride.  

 

Some of us need to hear that again… in Christ, when you believe in Jesus, when this promise is 

owned in your life, the Creator of the universe is giddy about you, more than tolerates you, more 

than merely approves of you, but delights in you.  

 

We the undesirables, desired. We the outcasts, invited into a home, a place, a name.  

 

And he is our shelter of rest… our refuge.  

 



Made ours now in Christ. Called holy. Cleansed. Freed. Forgiven. Empowered. Led by the King 

of Kings. Ours now, and on the final day and forever. And the day is coming that we will feel 

safe, sheltered in his presence forever and everything will finally be perfect… the ache or longing 

for final redemption will be quenched in the loving arms of Jesus!  

 

“God’s people suffer loss upon loss, and God is the one doing it. He is taking away what they 

need to stabilize and beautify their lives… “He leads us into loss to enrich us with everlasting 

gain.” RO - Gain that is Jesus. United with him for eternity.  

 

It satisfies the ache for redemption. It gives identity, a place to belong and to be protected. It 

carries us in the moments of turmoil and craziness.  

 

The Promise and Presence of Christ get us through.  

What more do we need?! We are given it all in Christ.  

 

What do we do with this judgment and promise told to Judah but experienced in Jesus?  

 

 

As the call flows from Isaiah; 

 

Surrender - give up on self-salvation, trusting in human schemes, lay everything at the feet of 

Jesus - realize he is what we need. Believe. Find yourself under his banner of care and grace.  

 

“What losses must we suffer, so that we prize Christ as our only true gain?”  

  

C.S. Lewis “Imagine yourself living in a house. God comes in to rebuild the house. At first, 

perhaps, you can understand what he is doing. He is getting the drains right and stopping the 

leaks in the roof and so on; you knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. 

But presently he starts knocking the house about in a way that hurt abominably and does not 

seem to make sense. What on earth is he up to? The explanation is that he is building quite a 

different house from the one you thought of - throwing out a new wing here, putting an extra 

floor there, running up towers, making courtyards. You thought you were going to be made into 

a decent little cottage; but he is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it himself.”  

 

 

Live expectantly - Jesus is here, the kingdom is at hand, he is making all things new. Since 

that promise is sure, we can care for others how we have been cared for in Christ, we can live 

with generosity, with joy. Who knows what the Lord will do? What we do know is that he 

promised to keep us, to free captives, to make holy those found in him.  

 

Let us discover the secret that all the resources of the Christian life are in Christ Himself, as He 

lives in us, by His Spirit. 

 



 

The Promise and Presence of Christ get us through. 

 

Jonathan Edwards “There the glorious God is manifested and shines forth in full glory, in beams 

of love. And there this glorious fountain forever flows forth in streams, yea, in rivers of love and 

delight. And these rivers swell, as it were to an ocean of love, in which the souls of the ransomed 

may bathe with the sweetest enjoyment and their hearts, as it were, be deluged with love!”  

 

Jesus, may we see your beauty and glory.  


