
Sermon on Isaiah 42:1-17 prepared by Jonathan Shradar  

 

Isaiah 42:1-17 

 

Jesus will patiently & gently build his kingdom with broken sinners until 

his glory fills the earth.  

 

One of the most important meetings I have each week is a men’s Bible study on 

Wednesday mornings… I even suggested to a pastor friend that when identifying our 

most important work, it would probably be that; opening Scripture with other hungry 

souls finding our food in the word.  

 

But one of the great things about our group is that we don’t take ourselves too 

seriously. Lately we have been joyfully reminding each other that we are “wrecks” just 

hanging on by a thread.  

 

While these declarations are lighthearted banter, they are starkly true. Where some 

might be inclined to blow the smoke of false affirmations about how great each of us is, 

or how we are the bright shining star at the center of the universe, we have determined 

to find our center outside of us.  

 

This is tremendously countercultural but today I hope we will see that it is the upside 

down, better way of life. While we are inclined to think the best of ourselves it is 

actually in recognizing our brokenness and need that hope is found.  

 

 

Isaiah continues the drumbeat of this human reality and sheds true light on the 

resolution to the pain of prizing self above all things.  

 

 

If you remember back to our study of chapter 41 there was a cosmic court case, proving 

God is actually in control, that he owns the future. But in the concluding verses the 

courtroom experience continues and being found guilty of falsehood are the idols that 

are incapable of telling what is to come, or actually benefiting those that worship them.  

 

 

Isaiah 41:24 “Behold, you are nothing, and your work is less than nothing; an 

abomination is he who chooses you.” (ESV) 

 



Idols are nothing… and in view here is not only trinkets, but anything we run to for 

“salvation.” For solving the ache of our souls, the longing we have a hard time 

expressing.  

 

Things that are actually self-seeking, identities determined by our whims, ideals that 

are more of the master narrative of our culture than the truth. Do you know your thing? 

Even as those that profess faith in Christ, we are susceptible to dabbling in the ways of 

the idols most in fashion at any given moment.  

 

 

Given my personality, I have a longing to be needed and valued so I can find myself 

seeking that in affirmation of others, if I compromise principle to achieve it though, it 

becomes a greater burden, the lure or approval leaves me further from the fulfillment it 

promised.  

 

Maybe it is the bottle that promises relief from the stress of the day. The promotion 

that will surely solve your restlessness. The relationship that feels so right but leaves 

lives in the balance. Following your “heart” when it is clearly in opposition to God’s 

will.  

 

Running from one fix to the other, waiting for one to work. The root problem in all of 

life, going to false gods for their false salvations… wondering why we are disappointed 

with life.  

 

Isaiah 41:29 “Behold, they are all a delusion; their works are nothing; their metal 

images are empty wind.” (ESV) 

 

This is Judah, and what will be their new environment as exiles in Babylon. Lured by 

idols into the cycle of self-seeking are left bruised and flickering like a candle running 

out of wick and being drowned in the wax of life. And we, like them, are caught up in 

this cycle almost as the natural expectation of life 

 

 

The human dilemma, and mantras of our greatness, or the veneers we shellac over our 

lives so we appear to have it together only add to the cracks in the dam.  

 

What we have in Isaiah 42 is the answer to the problem, to idolatry. And it is this 

answer we want to know and introduce to others!  

 



1) God’s Resolution to our Dilemma  

 

Isaiah 42:1 “Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 

delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.” 

(ESV) 

 

Behold, not “oh hey, look at this…” but stand in awe of, the servant. God’s resolution to 

the human dilemma of sin and rejection of God.  

 

 

This is the first of the servant songs, the presentation of the anointed One of God who 

takes not the superior place of military victory but the lowly place of a servant who is 

gentle, quiet… not the typical conqueror but exactly what the world needs.  

 

‘He will not come with the boister of an emperor, but a bruised reed he will not break, 

and faintly burning wick he will not quench. He will faithfully bring forth justice.’ 

 

Justice, a popular word in our time… Here it is God’s blueprint for humanity. He knows 

how we and society can be at our best. He knows how to make us truly happy, fulfilled 

even. And it is through his servant that he is bringing his plan to reorder civilization in 

a miraculously beautiful way.  

 

A new king that makes his justice prevail, his kingdom coming, his will being done on 

earth as it is in heaven. ‘He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established 

justice in the earth, the furthest places wait for his rule.’  

 

 

“The hope of the world lies in the servant of the Lord, the delight of God, the quiet 

healer, the man for others who wields the only true power that exists - the power to 

reorder human civilization not by bullying but by suffering, not by imposing demands 

on us but by absorbing our sins and miseries into himself.” Ray Ortlund 

 

 

How will it be? “Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched 

them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it.”  

 

Isaiah 42:9 “Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now 

declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.” (ESV) 

 



God will do it - the One in control provides the resolution to our pain. And to this 

servant he says:  

 

Isaiah 42:6–7 “I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by 

the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the 

nations, [7] to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the 

dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.” (ESV) 

 

 

Have you picked up on who this is?! Cyrus? Nah, he lifts up his voice and crushes the 

reeds beneath his feet. Israel? Called to be a servant nation unto the Lord, but they are 

hearing the promise for them, they are the bruised and fading… It must be another…  

 

This is Jesus!  

 

He is ministering, going away from the conspiracy of the Pharisees, healing people and 

charging them not to make him known yet…  

 

Matthew 12:17–21 “This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: 

“Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved with whom my soul is well 

pleased. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles. [19] 

He will not quarrel or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets; [20] a 

bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not quench, until he 

brings justice to victory; [21] and in his name the Gentiles will hope.” (ESV) 

 

So how then does Jesus treat us?  

 

Gently, as a caring Shepherd, meeting us where we are, in our brokenness, our 

uncertainty, our inexperience, our failures, successes and everything in between.  

 

Giving us his righteousness, breaking his own body for us, shedding his blood in our 

place, given a new covenant in him - a new relationship with our Creator.  

 

Have you met this Jesus? Not the stern moralistic one painted by people wanting you to 

just behave, but the One that extends his grace to you with patience, gentleness, real 

love. And who removes all condemnation, every ounce of dilemma from you.  

 

Here is the invitation to trust in Jesus - turning from all the nothing-burger idols we 

prop up, and running only to him.  



 

This servant doesn’t seem to go after the people that have it all together, he comes to 

save the bruised, the flickering. And this is who we are!  

 

 

“The bruised reed is a [person] that for the most part is in some misery, as those were 

that came to Christ for help, and by misery he is brought to see sin as the cause of it, 

for, whatever pretences sin makes, they come to an end when we are bruised and 

broken. He is sensible of sin and misery, even unto bruising; and, seeing no help in 

himself, is carried with restless desire to have supply from another, with some hope, 

which a little raises him out of himself to Christ… This is such a one as our Saviour 

Christ terms ‘poor in spirit’ (Matt. 5:3),” Richard Sibbes 

 

Surrendering the bruises, the brokenness, everything to Jesus. Relying on him alone in 

our need. And hearing his claim over us, his gentle words of forgiveness and grace, and 

his coming glory to be experienced for eternity.  

 

"God's voice speaks deeper than what hurts, brighter than what is dark, more enduring 

than what is lost, and truer than what has happened." - David Powlison 

 

Jesus takes weeping sinners who have lost all hope of salvation and all desire to press 

on and speak words of gospel power into their hearts.  

 

 

2) The Appropriate Response is Worship  

 

Unbelief melts away and our hearts overflow with gladness in God, in this servant. His 

goal is that everyone will be freed into this true worship.  

 

Isaiah 42:10 “Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise from the end of the earth, you 

who go down to the sea, and all that fills it, the coastlands and their inhabitants.” (ESV) 

 

Let the wastelands be turned to fruitful choirs of praise, exalting Jesus. Shouting from 

the mountains. Let us give glory to the Lord and declare his praise to the ends of the 

earth.  

 

This is the work of the Servant. To bring salvation so his glory will spread abroad. And 

he won’t stop until he has established justice in the whole earth and his glory fills the 

globe.  



 

I am confident when we come alive to the reality of the grace of Christ, to his gentleness 

toward us, we can’t help but worship. With extravagance.  

 

 

You might say, ‘God didn’t say I have to raise my hands or raise my voice too loud. It’s 

just not my personality.’ I just don’t get too excited… sure you do, it's just about all the 

wrong things!  If we can’t get excited about salvation, the redemption of needy sinners 

and the glory of Jesus, friends what in the heck can we get excited about?!  

 

Here is the model for us, shout… let those who never had a voice lift it up, let those 

delivered sing for joy. And this is not here a guilt trip but an invitation. To responding 

to what we have been given in Jesus. Be free.  

 

 

And know it has purpose. Personal worship turns public and we bring glory to Jesus as 

a witness to others.  

 

Idols divide, true worship unites people. “There is nothing greater for us than to glorify 

and enjoy God together.” RO  

 

For the whole earth, for all people. This is the mission of the church. It might mean 

some of us sing loud here and that some of us will be called to other mountains, other 

deserts to sing the praises of Jesus.  

 

 

We don’t go alone, “The Lord goes out like a mighty man… and he cries out like a 

woman in labor.”  

 

The imagery of a soldier going into battle and a woman in labor, “teach us that God’s 

grace is more than a lenient niceness. The grace of God is his resolve that will settle for 

nothing less than our eternal joy in him alone, no matter what the cost to himself. He’s 

willing to fight for our salvation. He’s willing to suffer for it.” RO 

 

 

The miracle is that God transforms bruised idolaters into glad worshipers of himself. 

We find our ultimate delight in him and any other joy he gives is yet another reason to 

glorify and enjoy him forever.  

 



 

3) Worship Becomes a Life of Reliance  

 

Isaiah 42:16 “And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that 

they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, 

the rough places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake 

them.” (ESV) 

 

This is the way of Jesus. The life we live in him. Given a path, light brought to the 

darkness.  

 

God wants to take us where we’re helpless without him.  Leading the blind in a way 

they do not know… truth is the blind can get by if they know the way. I had a blind 

friend in College and visiting his apartment was always a trip. Everything was in its 

place and he knew his surroundings. He was familiar.  

 

But take him to a new place, where he had never been and he needed a guide, he 

needed to be taken by the hand. This is us relying on Jesus as he takes us to places we 

have not known. He is our guide for his glory and our good.  

 

 

And what we do is trust him. He has promised to not forsake us or his work and he 

gives us all we need in himself so our worship keeps going and we live renewed laboring 

for renewal. We are given a whole new way to live and we are taken care of.  

 

2 Peter 1:3–4 “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 

godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 

[4] by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through 

them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the 

corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.” (ESV) 

 

So what might that life look like… loud singing. And pursuing his kingdom, his justice. 

Bringing his peace to our world. This beautiful, colorful and broken world. It will mean 

we look out for bruised reeds and faintly burning wicks.  

 

We reject the self-centeredness of praying for the kingdom to come only for our benefit 

and long and work to bring the Servant’s grace to our neighbors, all of them. Loving our 

neighbor as our self in tandem, not after we have exhausted loving ourselves 

exclusively!  



 

We then live rejecting the fad spiritualities of the day, the false gods offering fulfillment 

but delivering only death. And inviting others along for the ride, to the glory of Christ.  

 

 

Jesus will patiently & gently build his kingdom with broken sinners until 

his glory fills the earth.  

 

 

Bring your bruises to Jesus. No perfect people here. None of us have arrived but 

our Savior is gentle and faithful, repent and believe in him. Turn from the self-seeking 

of idolatry and come to Jesus, his life for you, his death in your place, and his 

resurrection for your new life in him.  

 

Come, over and over again to him. When we slip up, running after silliness and self, 

surrender anew to Jesus, he is gentle and patient and he calls you his own.  

 

 

Worship him and live. With gratitude, joy, shout so others can hear with your whole 

life. Practically that can mean you just sing louder! But it will also mean you find your 

ultimate comfort and pleasure in Jesus, because when you do it shows.  

 

 

“God is the highest good for the reasonable creature; and the enjoyment of him is the 

only happiness with which our souls can be satisfied. To go to heaven, fully to enjoy 

God, is infinitely better than the most pleasant accommodations here. Fathers and 

mothers, husbands, wives or children or the company of earthly friends are but 

shadows; but the enjoyment of God is the substance. These are but scattered beams; 

but God is the sun. These are but streams; but God is the fountain. These are but drops; 

but God is the ocean.” Jonathan Edwards  

 

 

Jesus will patiently & gently build his kingdom with broken sinners until 

his glory fills the earth.  

 

 

Here we stand a bunch of bruised reeds made into a chorus for the glory of Christ. Let’s 

worship him.  


