
Sermon on Isaiah 44:24-45:25 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

Isaiah 44:24-28, 45:14-25 

 

 

As people of the Word we become witnesses of Christ for the glory of God 

and the salvation of sinners. 

 

We live in fascinating times. We are more technologically advanced, we have access to 

more wealth than any time in history. We have significant confidence in our ability to 

solve our greatest problems and create a better world. And in the church we benefit 

from the platforms that technology provides to extend the kingdom, the flexibility of 

travel globally, and it is a time where rigorous biblical scholarship is flourishing and 

standing on the shoulders of two thousand years of theological thinking.  

 

But at the same time that this is all true, there are things that can interrupt our best 

plans. The stock market sustains an 800 point drop.  Nations stand on the brink of war 

and some are even prepared to harm their own people crying out for democracy.  

 

In the church, some influential, well-known people invite the world into their 

“deconstruction” of faith. Their newly embraced rejection of who God is and what he 

says of us. There seems to be a recurring misunderstanding of God… A self-driven 

construction of who God should be based on what I “feel” is best or what I am willing to 

agree with.  

 

And in an interesting case study of how we choose and platform our heroes, a rock star 

calls the church to faithfulness and we applaud that this is what we need.  

 

 

“It is time for the church to rediscover the preeminence of the Word. And to value the 

teaching of the Word. We need to value truth over feeling. Truth over emotion. And 

what we are seeing now is the result of the church raising up influencers who did not 

supremely value truth who have led a generation who also do not believe in the 

supremacy of truth.” - John Cooper  

 

I am convinced though that is not just influencers, it is all of us. You can notice by the 

books listed as best-sellers, even in the Christian category. You can notice in how we 

pray, or don’t. You can notice in what we value more than anything else. You can notice 

in the way we think of God as created in our image rather than the other way round.  



 

J.B. Phillips, Your God Is Too Small - “Many men and women today are living, often 

with an inner dissatisfaction, without any faith in God at all. This is not because they 

are particularly wicked or selfish or, as the old-fashioned would say, “godless,” but 

because they have not found with their adult minds a God big enough to “account for” 

life, big enough to “fit in with” the new scientific age, big enough to command their 

highest admiration and respect, and consequently their willing cooperation.”  

 

There is a low-grade tension leaving us fearful that some new profound insight could 

overturn our beliefs.  

 

 

There is hope. God can actually be known. He actually is accessible to us and we don’t 

have to make any of it up, we can hear from him in his Word and let it shape how we 

respond.  

 

Judah struggles with this very thing, and in Isaiah’s recounting of the words of God 

himself we find that our desperate need of knowing God is met.  

 

As people of the Word we become witnesses of Christ for the glory of God 

and the salvation of sinners. 

 

 

Here we have the continued promise to Israel from God. More than 100 years before 

they would actually experience what is foretold, they are given a promise of deliverance 

from coming captivity and exile by an instrument of God. And in hearing this word we 

see that all things are instruments of God marching toward his purpose.  

 

 

As we walk through the text this morning we are going to see how the Word reveals 

who God is, how history proves him, and how we become witnesses of him.  

 

 

1) The Word Reveals Him  

 

Who is this God, Yahweh, who chose a people, set them apart and promises 

redemption, salvation?  

 

Judah and we are not left imaging who he is, he tells us himself.  



Isaiah 44:24 “Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, who formed you from the womb: 

“I am the LORD, who made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens, who 

spread out the earth by myself,” (ESV) 

 

Maker of all things… Who, frustrates liars, makes fools of fortune tellers, who out 

thinks the wise, who confirms the words of those that serve him, who sets boundaries 

and dwellings of humanity, who controls the depths. Who chooses instruments to fulfill 

his purpose.  

 

So just from these four verses in Isaiah 44 we have an amazing picture of who God is 

and how he works.  

 

The Creator, the sustainer, but not aloof and far off. He can be known. 

 

Isaiah 45:18–19 “For thus says the LORD,who created the heavens (he is God!), who 

formed the earth and made it (he established it; he did not create it empty, he formed it 

to be inhabited!): “I am the LORD, and there is no other. [19] I did not speak in secret, 

in a land of darkness; I did not say to the offspring of Jacob, ‘Seek me in vain.’ I the 

LORD speak the truth; I declare what is right.” (ESV) 

 

 

With supremacy over all things, command over all things, he is still knowable, he 

speaks the truth. We can’t get this without the word.  

 

 

I have mentioned before a conversation with a friend as she was preparing for marriage 

thinking through the faith of he fiance and what it would mean for them to raise 

children together. She told me how she believed everyone would end up in a better 

place, all journeying on different roads headed to some bliss, and there is a God-like 

thing above it all somehow. And I asked where she came up with this idea and she said 

it as just what she felt like was true.  

 

 

We don’t have to make anything up, we can go to the source and hear it from him - the 

very Creator, King and master of the universe says who he is and what that means for 

us.  

 

Even if we get that on some intellectual level, do we recognize the truth of it all the way 

down, into the dusty parts of life?  



Isaiah 45:7 “I form light and create darkness; I make well-being and create calamity; I 

am the LORD, who does all these things.” (ESV) 

 

There is none besides him. He alone is God. And everything is under his control. Makes 

me squirm a bit… because it means everything.  

 

“The prophetic faith of the Bible brings all of reality, including the perplexities of life, 

under the command of God. The Bible doesn’t shrink back from problems; it 

deliberately creates more problems for us. Why? Because we do settle for superficial 

answers. But God wants to lift us to a mature confidence in him as the one true God 

who is wisely managing reality toward a goal that deserves our all.” Ray Ortlund  

 

 

The purpose of God, through all of history, is the salvation of people. Away from 

worthless idols to the only God. Relationship with the One over all.  

 

In Isaiah 44-45, when Judah is in exile, it is God’s instrument, that works deliverance, a 

shadow of what is ultimately to come. Cyrus.  

 

 

2) History Proves Him  

 

God can tell us who he is all day, but there should be proof along the way and here it is 

all of history that presents the case for his care and unfolding purpose.  

 

These chapters parallel what will come in chapter 49. Here a servant is appointed to 

free the people and later a greater servant will come to deliver the whole world.  

 

Here by name he introduces the earthly conqueror who will return the exiles to the 

promised land. Cyrus the great.  

 

Isaiah 45:1–4 “Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I 

have grasped, to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open 

doors before him that gates may not be closed: [2] “I will go before you and level the 

exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of 

iron, [3] I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, that 

you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. [4] 

For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I 

name you, though you do not know me.” (ESV) 



Like guiding a toddler by the hand, God is appointing this warrior king to change the 

geo-political reality of Babylon and the world at this moment.  

 

For the sake of Jacob - his people - Cyrus will have the favor, the power to win.  

 

 

Now it is important to remember that this is not written after the fact. This is recorded 

a century before it occurs. You can imagine the confusion of the people first hearing the 

message. One that they would be in exile, that’s a hard pill to swallow, but then to hear 

that a Gentile king would be their deliverer. Offensive.  

 

And God knows it will incite a strong reaction…  

 

Isaiah 45:9–10 “Woe to him who strives with him who formed him, a pot among 

earthen pots! Does the clay say to him who forms it, ‘What are you making?’ or ‘Your 

work has no handles’? [10] Woe to him who says to a father, ‘What are you begetting?’ 

or to a woman, ‘With what are you in labor?’” (ESV) 

 

God why would you use this yahoo to fulfill your purpose? How dare you! These words 

resound like when God speaks to Job - who are you? But it is an invitation further into 

trust of his purpose and plans. Even when they least make sense.  

 

“Ask me of things to come;” but don’t think you get to give me commands concerning 

my children and the work of my hands. Because it is the place of your greatest care, 

restoration will come, “Israel is saved by the LORD with everlasting salvation; you shall 

not be put to shame or confounded to all eternity.” 45:17.  

 

 

God is not offended by our honest questions. But he is offended when we accuse him of 

bungling our lives.  

 

Even in the sticky mess of unfolding history, all of it is working for his purpose and as it 

happens, proving that there is no other God.  

 

“What does Isaiah see? He sees that the sovereignty of God is big enough to include 

offense. In his mastery of all things, God uses whatever persons and methods he wants 

to, whether we like them or not. He is not defeated by the gritty realities of human 

history; he is using them for a redemptive purpose, so that even Cyrus can foreshadow 

the true Shepherd and Messiah, Jesus Christ.” Ray Ortlund  



And we must not just put this in the category as merely for Judah to be drawn back 

home, because what is actually at play here as Cyrus is called and equipped is part of 

his purpose to make this salvation for more, really to make Israel bigger than we think 

through the work of Jesus. 

 

 

3) Witness to the World  

 

Isaiah 45:22 “Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and 

there is no other.” (ESV) 

 

We see the fulfillment of this invitation in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. The 

truer Cyrus, the chosen servant of God, the Redeemer himself. All according to plan, on 

purpose for salvation.  

 

 

As Peter describes in his sermon at Pentecost. Acts 2:21–24 “And it shall come to pass 

that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ [22] “Men of Israel, 

hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works 

and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves 

know—[23] this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge 

of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. [24] God raised him up, 

loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. (ESV) 

 

 

Now, all of the earth, the ends of the earth can come to him for salvation. For covenant 

with our Creator, the commander of all things. Isaiah speaks of Israel expanded to all 

justified, made right before God, in Christ.  

 

 

Isaiah 45:25 “In the LORD all the offspring of Israel shall be justified and shall glory.” 

(ESV) 

 

 

Those who return become part of the “offspring of Israel” even if they come from 

distant corners of the world. All of Isaiah is about God’s gracious salvation, its global 

scope, and the grounding for this comprehensive salvation is the utter supremacy of 

God.  

 



So Cyrus is placed on the world stage by God to lead here. Jesus comes, lives in perfect 

obedience and takes on a death we deserve for sin, then beats death by walking out of 

the grave to lead here. You woke up this morning and experienced all that you have to 

lead here. To turn to God and be saved!  

 

And this has global implications… everyone who has ever had breath will come to the 

realization of God’s supremacy, that he alone is God.  

 

Isaiah 45:23 By myself I have sworn; from my mouth has gone out in righteousness a 

word that shall not return: ‘To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear 

allegiance.’ (ESV) 

 

There is no escaping this. The knee bent either in surrender to his salvation with a 

confession of joy at the redeeming work of Christ, or in eternally terrifying confession 

of rejection of the only God.  

 

 

But it is sinners he longs to save - calling us to turn to him. This then moves us out, to 

declare this word, with the Lord, that the ends of the earth would turn to him.  

 

 

We know this is what Jesus commands for those that follow him, and in light of his 

supremacy over all things, we can go about it with joy for his glory.  

 

Matthew 28:18–20 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. [19] 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (ESV) 

 

 

2 Corinthians 5:20–21 “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his 

appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. [21] For 

our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. (ESV) 

 

 

Because we have been reconciled we now long for others to be reconciled. Not because 

it is some religious duty or way to favor, but because we have been loved and redeemed 

by the God who “does all things.”  



 

God’s goal is a world rid of idols, united in enjoyment of his salvation in Christ. One of 

the strategies to meet this goal is to make his presence in his people so real and utterly 

beautiful, that even the strong and privileged notice and are eager to pay any price to be 

part of it.  

 

Oh that this would be true of us. Finding renewal as we see God in his word, as we 

recognize and experience his salvation in Jesus and become then the instruments, like 

Cyrus, that he uses to expand his glory on the earth.  

 

 

Isaiah 43:5–7 “Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, 

and from the west I will gather you. [6] I will say to the north, Give up, and to the 

south, Do not withhold; bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of the 

earth, [7] everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom 

I formed and made.” (ESV) 

 

 

As people of the Word we become witnesses of Christ for the glory of God 

and the salvation of sinners.  

 

 

 

See Jesus /Know God - Eternal life is knowing God, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom he sent (John 17:3). This salvation declared in Isaiah is for you, turn to 

Jesus and believe in him. Whoever has seen Jesus has seen the Father. So we find him 

in his Word. And as we see him we see real life.  

 

 

“There is no life, no salvation, no hope at all except in God alone. Our part is to turn 

away from our worthless idols and turn to the living God. If we will, we can’t help but 

experience salvation because God cannot fail to be God to us. The whole point of 

creation and history is for God to glorify himself by saving us. Your salvation is not 

ultimately about you; it’s about God…” RO  

 

 

Because this is true we desire to tell the world.  

 

 



Make Him Known - Each and every person will bend the knee - he has purposed and 

called the church to make sure people hear this invitation to turn to him and be saved. 

God uses many methods and people to execute his purpose in the universe. And he 

rejoices in it all along the way. We might be confounded as to why he would choose 

such wrecks to move his purpose forward but we too can rejoice in it.  

 

There is nothing greater to know than the gospel of God’s grace toward us in Christ. 

Let’s give over our lives to making this truth known to the ends of the earth. His glory is 

our good.  

 

 

As people of the Word we become witnesses of Christ for the glory of God 

and the salvation of sinners. 

 

In a world of “deconstructions” and self-idolized “journeys” we can rest on the pillow of 

God’s supremacy. That he is who he says he is, and there is no other God. That 

salvation, righteousness and strength is found in him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


