
Sermon on Isaiah 46-47 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

Isaiah 46:1-47:15  

 

 

The cure to systemic and individual idolatries is found outside of self.  

 

 

Have you ever come down with something and rather than talk with a doctor or see it 

through, you entered your symptoms into WebMD and discovered you had a rare, 

incurable disease?!  

 

This type of access to information has kind of made all of us an expert on medical 

conditions. Just tell someone that you didn’t sleep well last night and they are likely to 

ask questions about habits that affect sleep or make a suggestion as to how you can get 

some rest… 

 

We stand ever-ready to find answers to physical ailments. But we are far less ready to 

search out diagnosis of spiritual ailments… even when the two are tied together we 

focus on what is touchable/tangible, physical self.  

 

 

Scripture as a whole and especially Isaiah is a consistent invitation however to spiritual 

diagnosis but where WebMD can only tell you to go get help, it can’t help you itself, the 

Bible gives the cure to what ails us.  

 

In the ongoing saga of God’s message to his people, wooing and warning them back to 

him, we have more global diagnosis and the solution.  

 

 

So if you have come this morning looking for a solution you are in the right place! And 

if you are here and didn’t realize you were sick, you are in the right place!  

 

 

In our study of Isaiah we have read the promise of deliverance of Judah from exile. 

How the servant of God, Cyrus the gentile king, will return the people to Jerusalem. 

And now in preparation for that God turns to life on the ground, against the lure of 

local idols and against the system that allows them to flourish.  

 



In chapters 46 & 47 then we see that The cure to systemic and individual 

idolatries is found outside of self.  

 

So let’s get after it.  

 

1) The Center of Idolatry is Self  

 

 

We are taking the text in reverse order this morning, starting with 47 and going back to 

46. We begin then with the humiliation of Babylon. “Come down and sit in the dust O 

virgin daughter of Babylon…” and hear of your sickness.  

 

Isaiah looking into the future sees Judah in exile in Babylon. “The greatest nation on 

earth” or so they thought. By most measures it was true. An empire with an expansive 

territory. Cities full of conquered people far from home. All under the perceived care of 

Marduk… the patron god of Babylon. Nothing more than a manufactured deity formed 

by the hands of men.  

 

And as we would expect from Isaiah’s God, idolatry is an affront to him, because he is 

the One true God and there is no other. So he takes on Babylon’s idolatry.  

 

Because of this, their demise is coming. The shame of nakedness, the disgrace of being 

corrupted and God will take vengeance, no one will be spared. It isn’t a good report for 

the unrivaled, enlightened people of Babylon. God is holding them responsible for their 

actions and their posture toward him.  

 

 

Something fascinating happens then in verse 6. Where we have seen God will use any 

instrument to work his purpose, here we have Babylon used to discipline God’s people 

but “you showed them no mercy.” And that earns condemnation. So a nation that 

thinks it is great is judged for how it treats exiles in their midst...  

 

 

More than that they worship fake gods as if they are more important than the Creator 

of all things. It is not as if they never had a chance to hear of him, they have captured 

his people, surely they were familiar. Yet they had a deeper problem even than their 

actions of mercilessness and basic rejection of Yahweh. Their idolatry was formed out 

of a desire to be gods themselves.  

 



Isaiah 47:8 “Now therefore hear this, you lover of pleasures, who sit securely, who say 

in your heart, “I am, and there is no one besides me; I shall not sit as a widow or know 

the loss of children”: (ESV) 

 

Wait, did you hear that. We have heard “I AM” statements before, and they come from 

God. Here though the lover of pleasure, Babylon claims it for herself. They are claiming 

god-ness for themselves. And it has ruined them.  

 

Isaiah 47:10–11 “You felt secure in your wickedness; you said, “No one sees me”; 

your wisdom and your knowledge led you astray, and you said in your heart, “I am, and 

there is no one besides me.” [11] But evil shall come upon you, which you will not know 

how to charm away; disaster shall fall upon you, for which you will not be able to atone; 

and ruin shall come upon you suddenly, of which you know nothing.” (ESV) 

 

 

While this is a corporate or systemic judgment on all of Babylon we can recognize the 

individual aspects of idolatry unfolding in the same way. Maybe you even felt like God 

was speaking directly to you as we read these verses…  

 

By this we see that the center of idolatry is not the pleasure or wickedness, it is not 

desire or pursuit, it is self - the inclination to be God. Begins in individual hearts and 

spreads to become a national identity, systemically affecting everything.  

 

Babylon is personified here to be code for the whole of world-culture outside of 

relationship or surrender to God, those apart from Christ. Isaiah is revealing the 

essence of the world in our day and in all days until the end. Humanity corrupted by 

the deception that we could God ourselves.  

 

 

If you don’t believe it, just think of how you felt the last time someone slighted you… 

“The labor of self-love is a heavy one indeed. Think for yourself whether much of your 

sorrow has not arisen from someone speaking slightingly of you. As long as you set 

yourself up as a little god to which you must be loyal there will be those who will delight 

to offer affront to your idol.” - Tozer 

 

And God leaves them to it - this is where rejection of him ultimately leads, to the 

permanent pursuit of idols that never produce, and a posture of selfishness that brings 

only death.  

 



“Stand fast in your enchantments…” Run after your idols, it is all you have ever 

known… “Let them stand forth and save you…” But wait, they can’t even save 

themselves! And the judgement is final when God says that “there is no one to save 

you.”  

 

Societies fall because our idols fail us. In the centuries before Christ it was statues and 

shiny dolls; in modern times it is economic systems, identities as a rejection of God’s 

plan, and the same mentality that “I am and there is no one besides me,” no one 

matters but me and I will serve as my own god, incapable or delivering upon them but 

making plenty of decrees.  

 

 

“Isaiah has lingered over the problem of idols. He doesn’t want to move on until we 

understand that idols are basic to our daily lives. They’re so obvious to us, we don’t see 

them. We don’t see our culture; our culture is what we see with. We’re influenced in 

ways we don’t notice. We have problems and never understand their real cause. So 

Isaiah wants us to think about this until we see with new clarity that the salvation God 

offers is our only hope.” RO  

 

 

We are acquainted with Babylon. And where we might tend to think self is the solution 

here we have proof that self is the problem. Now this is not an attack on having a mind 

of your own, or being uniquely you… this is an attack on attempts to remove God from 

his throne and replace him with ourselves. And doing so only leaves us weary… 

wandering aimlessly.  

 

It runs so deep that Babylon is without hope. No invitation to repentance, just God 

giving them up to the lusts of their hearts.  

 

Thankfully, I don’t think most of us are Babylon… Just by the fact you are here this 

morning. We all certainly have Babylonian tendencies, but we have found or long for 

the cure to this sickness.  

 

 

And it is found here, in this word to the remnant of God’s people, those in Babylon still 

faithful to the God who is God alone. They hear, as we do that: 

 

 

2) The Promised Cure is Outside of Us 



Now back to chapter 46. Speaking to “all the remnant of the house of Israel” Yahweh 

calls them out for comparing him to Babylonian idols and gives them the better way. 

His message is ‘don’t be lured into idolatry while you wait for deliverance.’ They can’t 

save you!  

 

We get why this remnant would be prone to comparing God to these idols. We live 

comparing all the time without even thinking about it. What is the comfort of the 

gospel worth to me compared to the comfort of pornography? Of what value is what 

God says of me compared to what other people say of me? What is my sanctification 

worth to me compared to avoiding truth and hard circumstances? How valuable is 

contentment in Christ compared to the new house, car, spouse or whatever lures us 

away from God’s care?  

 

To this comparison God says “listen to me - I will carry you.” Isaiah 46:4 “even to 

your old age I am he, and to gray hairs I will carry you. I have made, and I will bear; I 

will carry and will save.” (ESV) 

 

So it really is better to not try to be God but instead to know him. He doesn’t say stick 

with it “you can do it yourself.” But again this is God working, bearing, carrying, saving.  

 

This glorious truth is what makes Christianity different over and above other religions 

or even worldly idolatry. Where other gods force you to achieve or arrive to bliss after 

striving, the God of the Bible brings you in, does what is necessary for salvation, for life, 

for eternity.  

 

Given that idols are meaningless he gives the remnant and us something to stand on.  

 

Isaiah 46:8–10 “Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors, 

[9] remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, 

and there is none like me, [10] declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient 

times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my 

purpose,’” (ESV) 

 

Remember, stand firm - recall who I am - I alone am God and there is no other. 

Salvation is found in me and my purpose will be accomplished.  

 

This is so good to hear when we recognize Him being God is a really good thing. Where 

idols fail, only he succeeds. Only God delivers on his promises. Only God solves the 

ache in our souls and the longings we have confused for self. 



“When our hearts do find that God is what we really long for, then we’re released from 

idolatry and are caught up into the true worship that will never end throughout time 

and eternity.” RO 

 

And if you think this is too much, that you are too locked into the Babylonian sickness, 

notice how God describes his remnant. Did you see it?  

 

“Remember this, stand firm… you transgressors.” “Listen to me, you stubborn of 

heart.”  

 

Even in what he calls his chosen people he wrecks our penchant for performance. ‘Hey 

you sinners, remember your salvation!’  

 

Here then is the hope for stubborn transgressors, here is the cure to all of our idolatry.  

 

Isaiah 46:12–13 “Listen to me, you stubborn of heart, you who are far from 

righteousness: [13] I bring near my righteousness; it is not far off, and my salvation will 

not delay; I will put salvation in Zion, for Israel my glory.” (ESV) 

 

To those far from righteousness, righteousness will be brought near. What is conveyed 

here is that you don’t have righteousness yourself, only God does and he is bringing it 

to you.  

 

Righteousness will visit us, it will come from outside of us. Isaiah is headed where he 

has been before, to the promise of Jesus. The righteousness that is brought near, 

actually into the neighborhood, dwelling among us.  

 

Held out before the exiles, and met with partial fulfillment in the return to Jerusalem 

but ultimately in the Messiah’s life, death and resurrection. That those still 

transgressors and far off will be saved.  

 

 

Romans 5:6–10 “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. [7] For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good 

person one would dare even to die—[8] but God shows his love for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us. [9] Since, therefore, we have now been justified by 

his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. [10] For if while 

we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now 

that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.” (ESV) 



 

So the remnant is not called to stand in their own righteousness and man this is so 

good! We stand not on our own righteousness, but by God’s salvation and 

righteousness that he has brought near in Jesus! That he has given to us when we could 

never deserve it, but because of his love Christ died for us.  

 

We say with Paul, “But by the grace of God we are what we are,” redeemed and made 

righteous!  

 

Our comfort comes from receiving God’s righteousness, coming through faith in Christ. 

We are those who rest in- and are animated by 0 the abundance of grace and the free 

gift of righteousness which is ours in Christ (Romans 5:17.)  

 

 

This changes everything. And if you are hearing it, you are not without hope as 

Babylon, you can reject the idolatry of self and stand instead on Christ for salvation and 

life. The disease is dealt with on the cross and you are free from it in Jesus.  

 

It is a double cure, out or wrath and into holiness.  

 

1 Peter 2:24–25 “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die 

to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. [25] For you were 

straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your 

souls.” (ESV) 

 

Lives empowered by the Spirit to choose Christ over idols, his righteousness over self.  

 

 

Here it is: God isn’t condemning idolatry so you buck up and kill idols ( which is a good 

thing). He condemns idolatry by way of giving you something far better to hold onto. 

Himself.  

 

 

Now, if you want to fight idolatry you need more Jesus. Run back to this well of 

righteousness brought near. To the good news of that is the power of God for salvation 

to every one who believes. Romans 1:17 “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 

from faith for faith…” And friends when we turn to Christ for this, when we remember 

and stand firm, recall to mind the goodness of God and who he is, we have only begun 

to explore the life-giving potentialities of the gospel.  



Made to be people that love God with all of who we are. We can only do that if his 

righteousness has been applied and we live united to Christ. It radically changes what 

we live for when we surrender “self” to the only God. It changes our culture when as a 

people we live for the purpose of God.  

 

A life of steady trust, resiliency. A life of purpose and more than self, seeing and valuing 

others.  

 

 

The cure to systemic and individual idolatries is found outside of self.  

 

 

Take the Cure - (Reapply as necessary) Believe in Jesus. Own his righteousness. 

“God’s judgment touches everyone - either personally in ourselves on that future day, 

or substitutionally through Christ crucified in the past. But until that final day, God is 

offering himself to every one of us as a Redeemer.” RO 

 

 

Stand firm and Listen - don’t move off of this grace and God’s purpose of salvation. 

To remember means to draw strength by contemplating God's past acts of power and 

his future promises to us. Lean in for more, ask for hunger for more of Jesus. To live 

loving him with all of your heart, soul, mind, and strength. “God is inviting us to trust 

him so freely and esteem him so highly and prize him so richly that we turn to him 

alone and enter into the salvation for which we’re all groping.” RO  

 

Idols wander about, each in their own direction. They cannot deliver themselves, and 

the fire consumes them. None of them can save you.  

 

But there is One that stands alone, above every idol, over every aspiration of self. And 

he grants his salvation to those that turn to him. He alone is the Rock of Ages upon 

whom we stand and cling to for all of life.  

 

 

“Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee; 

Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy wounded side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure; 

Save from wrath and make me pure. 



 

Not the labour of my hands 

Can fulfill Thy law's demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know, 

Could my tears forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; 

Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 

Simply to Thy cross I cling; 

Naked, come to Thee for dress; 

Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; 

Wash me, Saviour, or I die! 

 

While I draw this fleeting breath, 

When mine eyes shall close in death, 

When I soar to worlds unknown, 

See Thee on Thy judgement throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee.” 


