
Sermon on Isaiah 48 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

God’s glory is revealed in his refining and redeeming grace.  

 

Isaiah 48:1-22 

 

I have a good friend who does not follow Jesus - and I long for him to. But years ago we 

were having a conversation about statistics and the number of people who identify as 

Christians. I was surprised by the number and I asked my friend how he would answer, 

it has always stuck with me, “I would answer Christian! If the choices are “Christian” or 

“Pagan” it will be “Christian” every time.  

 

While in our day fewer people feel this way, history is full of people claiming faith but 

actually being far from it.  

 

It turns out that being a Christian is more than a weekly routine of attending an event 

(which you should), it is an all-of-life reliance on Jesus for purpose, power, and peace. 

Looking to Jesus for our needs, for our desires.  

 

And for those called to relate to God, to be his children, it has always been this way.  

 

 

But there can be a disconnect between labeling yourself something and living like it. 

That is what is happening in Isaiah 48. Judah, those God calls his children have 

claimed to be his but don’t know him in truth or right.  

 

This chapter is a punctuation of the previous 7 chapters; the culmination of a promise 

of deliverance before we are introduced to the final redeemer - the servant of the Lord 

of chapter 49.  

 

So this section of Scripture is written to people waiting for redemption while they are in 

exile (far from home captured by Babylonians).  

 

This is God speaking directly and the tone is strong, it is spoken to people with hard 

necks and thick heads… They have a hard time understanding and paying attention.  

Even so we recognize God’s grace for us as it is tied to his glory.  

 

 

Grace: unmerited favor. Getting what you don’t deserve. Good stuff you didn’t earn.  



Glory: Magnificence, where God is unique and so great that he deserves honor, praise, 

recognition and acclaim.  

 

 

God’s glory is revealed in his refining and redeeming grace.  

 

Before us we have a really good description of the life of a Christian, of someone 

following Jesus, trusting in him for salvation.  

 

 

1. God’s Glory is Revealed in His Refining Grace  

 

God won’t leave you as he found you, you can have hope in transformation.  

 

So God speaks directly to his peeps, and there is some confrontation right away… some 

of us don’t like confrontation but here it is for our good, it is healthy.  

 

“Hear this you who are called, who swear by the name of the LORD, who confess the 

God of Israel but not in truth or right.”  

 

So many of the people in exile have attempted to claim this label as God’s people but 

are not defined by it in their lives. Like saying I am a race car driver, but really I am a 

six-year-old who can’t reach the pedals and has never driven a car.  

 

God calls them out to wake them up so they will pay attention. He says that all of the 

things he has promised and done were to be proof and so the people wouldn’t miss who 

God was. As their creator, provider, protector.  

 

And he says he is about to do a new thing. Something good.  

 

 

We can read this and think, ‘why not just ditch there punks?’ They are obstinate, 

meaning they won’t change the way they are living no matter what God has done to this 

point. They just won’t behave.  

 

 

But he doesn’t give them up… Isaiah 48:9 “For my name's sake I defer my anger; for 

the sake of my praise I restrain it for you, that I may not cut you off.” (ESV) 

 



Where they deserved ghosting or rejection, God gives them grace that refines them. For 

his own sake, for the sake of his glory, to prove it, to receive praise. God’s commitment 

to God is his assurance to us! “God would have to stop being God before he’d quit on 

you.” Ortlund 

 

“Behold, I have refined you… I have tried you in the furnace of affliction.” God is 

boiling them down to what matters (hearts set on him.)  

 

God is allowing them to go through these hard events of life so that they will be 

changed to understand their need for him and to be stronger as they follow him.  

 

Iona enjoys fossil kits, where you have to break away the dirt and dust to get to the 

thing of value, the fossils or gems hidden underneath. Brush off the debri to get to the 

sparkle.  

 

We all have sparkle, but sometimes there is a lot of dirt and gunk that has to be 

removed. And you can’t do it yourself, God does it through the experiences of our lives.  

 

This is not only true for Israel in the Old Testament as they were brought out of slavery, 

through the wilderness, to struggle for peace among themselves then be taken away yet 

again. Each and every affliction, refining his people. 

 

We can be confused and think that when we believe in Jesus we move on to easy street. 

That life won’t be hard. But we are promised all the more this refining, to be made 

more like Jesus. So we approach the hard things with hope because we see them as the 

grace of God, his refining work.  

 

Romans 5:1–5 “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ. [2] Through him we have also obtained access by 

faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. [3] 

Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, [4] and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, [5] 

and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” (ESV) 

 

James 1:2–4 “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, [3] 

for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. [4] And let 

steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 

nothing.” (ESV) 



 

This refining is leading somewhere, and we can trust the outcome because it is done for 

God’s glory, and we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. His glory really is our good.  

 

“Do you know what prison is for us? It is how we get our theological education. Prison 

in China is for us like seminary is for training church leaders in your country” - Chinese 

UG Church Leader 

 

He won’t let his name be profaned, he will be glorified and rather than judgment his 

people will be refined, transformed.  

 

And we can trust him because he is faithful, reliable. He has brought the people this far 

and will bring them further with Cyrus… God can be counted on! 

 

 

This truth applied to our lives, we rejoice that we are refined for his sake. Our 

perspective changes and as Paul and James tell us, we rejoice. How different would 

your hard situation be, that thing that makes you anxious, if you face it with trust in 

this refining grace of God, that he is using it to increase your trust in him and make you 

more like Jesus?  

 

2 Corinthians 4:16–17 “So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting 

away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. [17] For this light momentary 

affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison,” (ESV) 

 

 

We need this refining because friends, we often miss the point! We settle for being 

“CHINOs” Christians in name only.  

 

Isaiah 48:18–19 “Oh that you had paid attention to my commandments! Then your 

peace would have been like a river, and your righteousness like the waves of the sea; 

[19] your offspring would have been like the sand, and your descendants like its grains; 

their name would never be cut off or destroyed from before me.” (ESV) 

 

 

I have so much I could say about paying attention! But God says what is important. 

Those that said they were his, didn’t listen to him, didn’t pay attention to his 

commands. Honestly, this is a huge problem for us too!  

 



If only they had followed the commands of the Lord… what an image of what we miss 

when we don’t pay attention. Peace, righteousness, legacy.  

 

 

This is where it all gets glorious. Even thought these people - and we - struggle to pay 

attention, God redeems.  

 

Redeem: regain something in exchange for payment.  

 

 

All of this refining, confrontation about paying attention to his commands, it is all to 

point to his redeeming work and meeting the servant who is our Redeemer.  

 

2) God’s Glory is Revealed in His Redeeming Grace  

 

 

Something intriguing happens in verse 16. A new voice speaks… and I thought it was 

Isaiah but Isaiah doesn’t want to be heard, he wants the word of God heard. So this 

“and how the Lord God has sent me, and His Spirit” is someone new - the someone we 

meet in chapter 49 - the Servant of the Lord - Jesus! This hints at God’s presence in 

your life…  

 

 

He is the Lord, your Redeemer that teaches us to thrive, shows us the way we should 

go… even when we don’t pay attention and mess up.  

 

But there is still joy at deliverance, at redemption, shouting with excitement.  

 

 

It is because the standard was met for us by Jesus. Jesus pays attention and obeys for 

us.  

 

Romans 5:19 “For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so 

by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.” (ESV) 

 

All so that he could present his bride, the church without spot or wrinkle before God. 

And because he paid attention and lived obediently, perfectly, we can live obediently 

ourselves.  

 



We tend to focus on the cross and that is good, but here it Christ’s life that is in focus 

and the cross is where it is applied to us. Because his life was lived for us, we can now 

live for righteousness.  

 

We have to be careful - because we might say “there is no way I can obey God” and then 

give up. But Jesus is our only hope for obeying, and empowered by his Spirit we can 

pay attention. In him we gain this river of peace, his righteousness and from it we live 

to obey his commands.  

 

2 Peter 1:3 “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 

godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and 

excellence,” (ESV) 

 

 

This is the place of God’s greatest glory - the redemption of sinners. Those that couldn’t 

ascend the hill themselves are brought there by Jesus. And no matter how far you think 

you are, you can believe in Jesus and this will be true of you today.  

 

Where some want to say “Christianity is a farce because there are so many sinful people 

in the church.” The opposite holds - it is truth because there are so many sinners in the 

church!  

 

“The skeptical objection to the gospel is premised in works-righteousness. But the logic 

of God is premised in grace: Christianity must be true, because only God would save 

sinners. God proves that he is God by his grace to sinners.” Ortlund 

 

 

This is us then holding onto Jesus as our solid hope - his life, death, and resurrection 

for us. It is what energizes us for paying attention! It is what we rally around in the 

midst of affliction.  

 

 

And what is our response to it? We believe it and then declare it with shouts of joy, the 

LORD has redeemed!  

 

 

This is God saying “get excited about it!” Shout because in Christ peace like a river is 

yours, righteousness like the waves of the sea is yours. The legacy as a child of God is 

yours.  



“Will we settle down in the Babylon of this world or venture into redemption in Christ? 

As in the exodus out of Egypt, God is calling us to the adventure of faith. He promises 

to satisfy our thirst all along the way.” Ortlund 

 

1 Corinthians 10:4 “For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and 

the Rock was Christ.” (ESV) 

 

May this be said of us.  

 

 

What good news this is! God’s glory revealed in the refinement and redemption of his 

people. All for his sake. Worked and accomplished by Jesus. This is the only place of 

peace.  

 

God’s glory is revealed in his refining and redeeming grace.  

 

Be encouraged saints, God’s grace is set to refine you and he can be trusted. His grace is 

redeeming you, and he can be celebrated.  

 

God is at work in us, not settling for nominal faith, but drawing us to surrender of all of 

us to all of him.  

 

"What would have to come along and body-slam us, in order to prove God no longer 

loves us? Nothing deserves to drive us to that despair. Everything we suffer He bends 

around into a way to go deeper into His love. Our fight is fixed." RO  

 

Romans 8:35–39 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? [36] As it is 

written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to 

be slaughtered.” 

[37] No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. [38] For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 

present nor things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 

all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

(ESV) 

 

 

This is the abundant life lived with unwavering trust in Jesus in the best of times and 

the worst of times - because we know we will be with him for all of time.  



 


