
Sermon on Isaiah 49:1-50:3 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

Isaiah 49:1-13  

 

 

Jesus brings salvation that obliterates our expectations and builds his 

church.  

 

If you want to succeed in our world you have to have a firm grip on and ability to set 

expectations. Because whether we realize it or not, we bring expectations to every 

situation of life… some higher than what is produced and some far lower than what we 

experience.  

 

Have you ever been to a restaurant for example that just didn’t live up to your 

expectations? It had great Yelp reviews and a popping Instagram profile… but the food 

lacked flavor or you overpaid to still be hungry.  

 

It is awful. It can’t ruin an environment or experience. This is why I choose places with 

low expectations so I am blown away when something is good - usually makes me an 

evangelist for a place.  

 

 

Likewise, it seems the gospel - the very power of God for salvation to all who believe - 

can reach us in the same way. After all, the promised Messiah comes not with fanfare 

and pomp, but with humility and servitude. Flipping our expectations on their head.  

 

But from the lowly servant comes a salvation that blows us away - far exceeding 

expectations, and that is exactly what God wants for us.  

 

We come face-to-face with this servant and his salvation in Isaiah 49, and even our 

response to it.  

 

 

Jesus brings salvation that obliterates our expectations and builds his 

church.  

 

 

In the chapter there are three movements we want to follow; The Servant, The 

Salvation, and The City.  



1) The Servant  

 

We first heard his voice in chapter 48, saying the Lord had sent him and his Spirit. It is 

his voice throughout - this is in fact the anticipated Messiah and he comes as the 

Servant of the Lord.  

 

His arrival is worthy of the attention of the whole world, the far off places. After all of 

the warning against looking beyond God for help, after the provision of help even in 

being sent into exile, and the promise of near-term deliverance at the hand of a Persian 

king, here comes something more permanent, a servant as the everlasting Savior, the 

mysterious hero hinted at finally appears.  

 

And if we are paying attention, we are struck by who he is and what God calls him. (4)  

 

First he is the true Israel. ‘The Lord called me from the womb, Isaiah 49:3 “And he 

said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” (ESV) 

 

 

We could be confused as we read this so far from the experience of exile, but to the 

hearers of this word there reaction may have been ‘wait a second, we are Israel, you 

can’t be!’ But where Israel had failed to represent God to the nations, he provides a 

substitute. 

 

This called One, embodies all that historic Israel was supposed to be. Faithful, trusting, 

empowered, bringing Yahweh glory by being set apart. The Servant is a remnant of 

One, he is Jesus.  

 

Confounds our categories and makes us wonder what to do with Israel as a nation. But 

what is in view is Servant-King who is the nation himself.  

 

As such he is then the Light for the Nations. He is the beacon calling all of God’s 

children home, he is the signal raised drawing sons and daughters in. Isaiah 49:6b “I 

will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the 

earth.” (ESV) 

 

Living his purpose as the true Israel, he is the dawn for the goy-im, the people, the 

swarm, pagans, gentile nations. The Abrahamic covenant (being a blessing to all 

people) coming through this light. Jesus redeeming those we least expect, the outcasts. 

He claims this for himself.  



 

John 8:12 “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 

follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (ESV) 

 

“To enter the light of Christ is to have your gloom lifted and your confusion replaced 

with truth and delight. He is your breakthrough to seeing everything in a new light.” 

Ortlund 

 

 

And what’s more, the Servant becomes a covenant himself. In the time of favor, at the 

right time, Isaiah 49:8b “I will keep you and give you as a covenant to the people, to 

establish the land, to apportion the desolate heritages,” (ESV) 

 

Not just as a beacon for gentiles but a restoration for Israel, to the land where they will 

dwell with God. And now for all people a covenant, in his own blood, providing 

complete atonement for the sins of the people, past, present, and future.  

 

Jesus is the covenant himself for weak people that could never keep their end of the 

bargain.  

 

 

This is so huge. It is the revealing of our Savior. The Lord of the Universe here 

pronounced as the Servant, the true Israel, the light for the nations, the covenant to the 

people… This is why the Old Testament is vital, it gives us a full picture of who Jesus is 

and how he has been promised from the beginning, as a serpent crusher in the garden 

and a global deliverer in Isaiah.  

 

And he is the weapon of choice to accomplish God’s purpose. His mouth made like a 

sharp sword with the cutting reality of truth. He is the polished arrow, kept in the 

quiver for the right moment to slay the great dragon.  

 

And if we are not careful we can put our lower expectations on him. Given this imagery 

we might assume he will be in the vane of Cyrus, a warrior king… But the Servant quite 

differently comes as a comforter, one that is despised and abhorred by the nations he is 

sent to save. Those that wait for him won’t be put to shame.  

 

 

The servanthood of Jesus can make it easy to dismiss him… it certainly was for those 

that heard his teaching.  



“The servant of the Lord, set apart from birth and uniquely equipped for his mission, is 

a prophet. He is the voice of God on earth, and he demands a hearing from the entire 

world. But unlike Cyrus, the weapons of his warfare are not of the flesh but have divine 

power to destroy strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:4). His word is a sharp sword. He 

himself is a polished arrow. He is a dread weapon in the hand of God. But he compels 

the attention of the world by God’s improbable gospel strategies. Hidden until the time 

is right, he emerges in history to conquer not by military might or cultural imperialism 

but by the force of truth. This is Jesus.” Ortlund 

 

And it is Salvation that the Servant brings.  

 

2) The Salvation  

 

 

To a people waiting to hear of “salvation” merely as a return to Jerusalem, out of exile, 

this message of the Servant of the Lord gives something far more than that.  

 

Kept as a covenant for the people, Isaiah 49:9–11 “saying to the prisoners, ‘Come 

out,’ to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’ They shall feed along the ways; on all bare 

heights shall be their pasture; [10] they shall not hunger or thirst, neither scorching 

wind nor sun shall strike them, for he who has pity on them will lead them, and by 

springs of water will guide them. [11] And I will make all my mountains a road, and my 

highways shall be raised up.” (ESV) 

 

 

This salvation is freedom from oppression, light instead of darkness, provision instead 

of wrath and judgment. More than geographical identity it is spiritual renewal that 

becomes a way of life - a yoke that is easy, a burden that is light.  

 

A people apart from God, rebellious and incapable of paying attention to his 

commands, are given the hope of being made right before God. Their rebellion handled, 

their souls purchased back from the abyss of coming judgment and instead given life.  

 

 

The expectation is for a change of circumstance and instead Jesus as the Servant gives a 

new identity. Righteousness. No longer to live just for the moment or even sixty years 

on earth but living now for eternity with our Creator, springs of water to guide us, the 

way laid before us.  

 



No longer just for one tribe, but to the end of the earth. This salvation is for far more 

than we expect. How awesome this is! It is too light of a thing that only Jacob should 

rise up, so the nations will be saved. 

 

Salvation delivered not by a war party, but by the Polished Arrow who will himself 

ascend a criminal’s tree and have his side pierced by a soldier's spear. Made sin so that 

we that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  

 

It is what has drawn us here today. Not strategies for self-aggrandizement, but rescue 

from self, freedom from sin, and the declaration over us by this servant that all of the 

work, obedience necessary and sacrifice is finished at the cross.  

 

People now safe and protected by the Servant who contends for us… so that all flesh 

will know that Yawheh, God is our Redeemer.  

 

This salvation a sure thing delivered by the God who has the power to deliver.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:1–2 “Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to 

receive the grace of God in vain. [2] For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, 

and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” (ESV) 

 

This is our call then - to believe. In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Who was 

sent forth in the fullness of time to redeem those under the law so we would receive 

adoption as sons and daughters.  

 

 

What the salvation delivers is a place of belonging for those that believe. Our longings 

for place, purpose, and other people are met in the salvation given by the Servant. It 

gives us a home over the horizon.  

 

 

3) The City  

 

In the text, after verse 14, Zion speaks, Jerusalem personified here, responding to the 

return of her offspring and the arrival of the nations. In the waiting thinking she has 

been forgotten. Far from forsaken, forever before the Lord, and expanded beyond 

expectation.  

 



Isaiah 49:16 “Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; your walls are 

continually before me.” (ESV) 

 

This is a Savior you can trust, you are marked on him he values you so deeply. Your 

habitation is continually before him. A city meant for more than just a remnant of 

Judah but an incalculable number.  

 

 

In fact Jerusalem, Zion is too small. Isaiah 49:19 “Surely your waste and your 

desolate places and your devastated land—surely now you will be too narrow for your 

inhabitants,”(ESV) 

 

And there will be surprise as to who is in. Isaiah 49:21–22 “Then you will say in your 

heart: ‘Who has borne me these? I was bereaved and barren, exiled and put away, but 

who has brought up these? Behold, I was left alone; from where have these come?’” 

[22] Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I will lift up my hand to the nations, and raise 

my signal to the peoples; and they shall bring your sons in their arms, and your 

daughters shall be carried on their shoulders.” (ESV) 

 

 

Not only will Judah, the remnant come home, but the doors will be opened wide to all 

saved by the Servant from the ends of the earth. What was just a picture of 

Judah/Jerusalem is now the church.  

 

Those rescued given a place to belong, a boundary to know, a people to be part of. All 

the mistaken belongings out of the way and pure dwelling with Jesus.  

 

 

“Belonging is the innate human desire to be part of something larger than us. Because 

this yearning is so primal, we often try to acquire it by fitting in and by seeking 

approval, which are not only hollow substitutes for belonging, but often barriers to it.” 

Brene Brown  

 

 

People are isolated and crave connection, but they so idolize personal freedom that they 

won't sacrifice it in order to build actually community. “People love the idea of 

community until it infringes on their decision making.” - Steve Timmis and Tim 

Chester, Total Church 

 



Here the Servant brings you in, to his kingdom and the true Israel now makes it known 

to the world through his bride the church. Diverse, unexpected, sinners all brought 

together to proclaim the good news of this Servant. That there is something more than 

self to live for, more than idols, more than the fads of the crowd. 

 

Isaiah 49:23 “Kings shall be your foster fathers, and their queens your nursing 

mothers. With their faces to the ground they shall bow down to you, and lick the dust of 

your feet. Then you will know that I am the LORD; those who wait for me shall not be 

put to shame.” (ESV) 

 

O Coastlands hear this, there is a redeemer that will contend for you, that is the light 

for all people. And those who wait for him will not be put to shame.  

 

 

And it is going to get crowded in the best way. God bringing in the redeemed for his 

glory and our good. Jesus gives a picture of this reality…  

 

Luke 14:16–23 “But he said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet and invited 

many. [17] And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had 

been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ [18] But they all alike began to make 

excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please 

have me excused.’ [19] And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to 

examine them. Please have me excused.’ [20] And another said, ‘I have married a wife, 

and therefore I cannot come.’ [21] So the servant came and reported these things to his 

master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out 

quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind 

and lame.’ [22] And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and 

still there is room.’ [23] And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and 

hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled.” (ESV) 

 

I love that it is a banquet… because I love food. And this will be better than any 

restaurant we could imagine and all of Scripture is one big Yelp review to whet our 

appetite for it.  

 

 

“The growth of the church will be too vast to be explainable by any human plan, too 

massive to be accommodated by any human program.” Ortlund  

 



And it is accomplished by the Servant of the Lord. The Light for the nations, the true 

Israel, the covenant for the people, the weapon of choice.  

 

So church, be this city! Love because you have been loved, shine the light of Jesus. 

Compel them to come in that his house would be filled! And be surprised by how the 

Lord builds his church.  

 

 

And celebrate it.  

 

Isaiah 49:13 “Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains, 

into singing! For the LORD has comforted his people and will have compassion on his 

afflicted.” (ESV) 

 

 

Jesus brings salvation that obliterates our expectations and builds his 

church.  

 

We are invited to a life of obliterated expectations. Let’s raise our eyes to the polished 

arrow, the Servant of the Lord and worship him in wonder for what he has done and 

will do.  

 

 

Ephesians 3:20–21 “Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that 

we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, [21] to him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” (ESV) 

 


