
Sermon on Isaiah 56 & 57 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

Call to worship - Matthew 11:28-30 

 

Reading: Isaiah 56:1-8 

 

 

The church of Christ is meant to be a table of strangers desperate for Jesus.  

 

This week one of the viral bits of the interwebs was a response from Ellen Degeneres 

reacting to barbs at her for posting a picture with George W. Bush. Of course they are 

on nearly opposite sides of the political spectrum but Ellen’s point was that we can all 

pursue and exist in kindness. In fact we probably should not only associate with clones 

of our own perspectives and politics. And what a timely message in our country this is.  

 

We are all different and can still get along... in the least committed to our humanity to 

seek kindness. And we like this message… mostly!  

 

 

The church likewise however is meant to show something deeper, more meaningful and 

transformative. Unity for the sake of something beyond us, outside or our humanity 

and actually not spoiled by it.  

 

We turn today to a new section of Isaiah. Following the promise of the suffering 

Servant delivering salvation and a new covenant in his blood; in chapters 56-66 Isaiah 

shows us the way into ongoing revival as we await the fullness of God’s coming 

kingdom… and the church, images this kingdom as we seek Jesus together. This is us 

living and looking forward to what is to come…  

 

 

These chapters give us  a picture of who we are and should be in light of Christ, and 

tremendous comfort in the midst of it.  

 

Maybe, just maybe, we will see the purpose in it and live this for ourselves.  

 

 

1) Strangers Gathered  

 



The grace and mercy of salvation is followed by freedom to live in faith satisfied by 

Jesus and now with a clear view of life in the kingdom for the glory of God. This 

kingdom, according to the Word, is one full of strangers, the unlikely brought together 

as a family for all of eternity.  

 

The Lord says “step into faith and obedience (keeping justice, doing righteousness) 

because of the fullness that is coming.” Blessed is the person who does this… and it 

might just not be the people you expect.  

 

In fact the foreigner that is joined to the Lord can have confidence in their eternal 

security as well as the eunuchs who have submitted to the authority of the Lord.  

 

 

These are not who we think should get an invitation! Now, perhaps you don’t have an 

opinion on foreigners or eunuchs, but Judah would have. And God is saying, because of 

Jesus, the old categories don’t apply and the kingdom is spread wide and far.  

 

Foreigners describes just what it sounds like, those not part of our tribe, look different, 

have different cultural norms, customs. And Eunuchs, well these are emasculated 

servants, the low strata.  

 

 

Where the people are likely to expect the kingdom full of the successful, the 

well-heeled, people with a healthy family tree; God flips the script and build his family 

with the vast array of humanity.  

 

Oh man does the church have repenting to do for missing this throughout history.  

 

Socio-economic differences don’t apply, politics are not what unites, ethnicity merely 

flavors the body, what forms the kingdom is being joined to Jesus. All those who love 

his name, who determine to serve him as his servants, holding fast to his covenant are 

saved. And because Christ has brought them in, they will be fruitful beyond our best 

guess…  

 

 

Barbara Thomas-Reddick, “If God don’t do it, it won’t get done!” “Goin’ need a miracle 

from God.” A man incapable of producing children, given a legacy better than sons and 

daughters - spiritual children, a monument and a name. Identity for the first time. 

Value.  



 

So we probably should check every now and again - just how different are we? Is it a 

testament to the grace of Christ among us? “We draw lines of exclusion that God wants 

to erase. He throws the doors wide-open to all alike who will take Christ along as their 

legitimacy.” Ray Ortlund  

 

God builds his church with people we would never invite to the table. And it’s glorious!  

 

And when we are brought in, something shifts. Obedient faith becomes our way… made 

into a family who observes the way of Jesus… keeping Sabbath rest...lives of faith 

experiencing and enjoying the all-sufficiency of God, so loved by God that we rest from 

our own strategies for self-preservation and live for him. 

 

Giving over ourselves for kingdom transformation, becoming more like Christ. 

Strangers no more, living from the grace of Christ for his glory.  

 

1 John 3:2–3 “Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet 

appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see 

him as he is. [3] And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.” 

(ESV) 

 

All these he will bring to his holy mountain, made joyful in his house of prayer… a 

house for all peoples. That means this kingdom is for you, it is for me, and everyone 

who runs to Christ.  

 

Isaiah 56:8 “The Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, “I will gather 

yet others to him besides those already gathered.” (ESV) 

 

This is enough to leave us rejoicing, to stir our affections for the One who saves us from 

our sin. But Isaiah keeps going and we see more clearly just who we are but shouldn’t 

be…  

 

2) Strugglers ALL  

 

So the kingdom is a beautiful tapestry of difference, woven together by Christ for his 

glory and our good, but something is up. We are not fully there yet, and we await the 

fullness of this salvation - glorification.  

 

Everything is not roses and happy clappy songs.  



 

People meant for salvation - meant for faith-filled living, are struggling to give up living 

for self.  

 

 

Isaiah 56:10–12 “His watchmen are blind; they are all without knowledge; they are 

all silent dogs; they cannot bark, dreaming, lying down, loving to slumber. [11] The 

dogs have a mighty appetite; they never have enough. But they are shepherds who have 

no understanding; they have all turned to their own way, each to his own gain, one and 

all. [12] “Come,” they say, “let me get wine; let us fill ourselves with strong drink; and 

tomorrow will be like this day, great beyond measure.” (ESV) 

 

 

Leaders deluded in their pursuit of the opposite of what God has commanded. Not 

protecting but inciting sin, evil among the people. Surely for Judah as a warning, but I 

have lived long enough to recognize myself here… other leaders… 

 

 

And the stink rolls down hill onto the people, running after momentary pleasures, 

committing spiritual adultery. Having been ransomed by the Servant’s sacrifice and 

responding like spoiled children on a rage.  

 

The righteous fade away and the people despise the grace they have been given.  

 

Isaiah 57:4–5 “Whom are you mocking? Against whom do you open your mouth wide 

and stick out your tongue? Are you not children of transgression, the offspring of 

deceit, [5] you who burn with lust among the oaks, under every green tree, who 

slaughter your children in the valleys, under the clefts of the rocks?” (ESV) 

 

 

Worshiping idols, replacement gods that scratch our personal itches. When we set aside 

our self-righteousness long enough we can see what this is, living for me, myself, and 

I… what I want is most important, my truth is all that matters. 

If we have eyes to see this it is everywhere and the church has not been immune…  

 

Settling for our fears and rejecting faith out of rationality. Lamenting that if God didn’t 

want me to do something he wouldn't have given me a desire for it… blaming our 

Creator for the sickness of our flesh…  

 



 “There is no value system deeper at work than merely “if you want it you should have 

it,” and (it) often cancels out any other virtues that either side of our culture 

(progressive or conservative) holds to. But what makes everything feel crazy is that 

since the value system doesn’t go deeper than “if you want it you should have it,” then 

those who encourage restraint or want to “legislate” restraint of getting what we want 

are seen as immoral or unjust.” John Starke 

 

 

I don’t even need the world to influence me, I run after idolatry with enough vigor 

myself! And I am not alone in this! All of it doesn’t lead anywhere other than the 

suggestion that we pass the bottle around and try again tomorrow.  

 

The struggle is real. And those lost in this chaos without being joined to Jesus “are like 

the tossing sea, for it cannot be quiet, and its waters toss up mire and dirt. “There is no 

peace,” says my God, “for the wicked.” (57:20-21) 

 

“In this exhaustion and disorder, we see the hand of God’s merciful judgment, which 

allows us to rest on nothing but His presence. He has inserted a Babel-like kill switch 

inside of human endeavors without Him. Nothing and no one can truly advance a 

program of renewal without His presence.” Mark Sayers 

 

 

We can’t even live without him. So the strugglers fall on him like it’s our job. Meaning 

there is hope for us imperfect disciples.  

 

Isaiah 57:13 “When you cry out, let your collection of idols deliver you! The wind will 

carry them all off, a breath will take them away. But he who takes refuge in me shall 

possess the land and shall inherit my holy mountain. (ESV) 

 

Those made part of his kingdom are not left to toss in the mire forever. Those honest 

about the struggle and spiritual adultery are given profound mercy in Christ. 

 

 

3) Spirits Revived 

 

God’s mercy and grace even extend to the strugglers. This is actually why the church 

exists, so this band of strangers, this rag-tag group made a family can surrender their 

struggle together and be renewed.  

 



Isaiah 57:14–15 “And it shall be said, “Build up, build up, prepare the way, remove 

every obstruction from my people's way.” [15] For thus says the One who is high and 

lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy 

place, and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the 

lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite.” (ESV) 

 

God, who dwells in eternity high above us… also comes among us… to revive us. The 

lowly, the strugglers, the contrite “soul-crushed.”  

 

Down low is where he finds people who are open to him…  

 

 

Contrite: “feeling or expressing remorse or penitence; affected by guilt.”  

 

His salvation, the work of Christ revives our spirit, our hearts, of those broken and in 

need before the Lord. The repentant are revived. This is huge. We are always trying to 

schedule revival, and God gives is the formula right here. Repentance as a lifestyle.  

 

There is wrestling and relenting or wrestling and resting in Christ. Either we struggle 

and give up to our flesh, or we wrestle and find our only hope, our only anchor in the 

tossing sea of life is Jesus.  

 

And let’s not be mistaken; "Repentance is collapsing on Christ, not promising God 

you'll do better" Jack Miller 

 

 

Isaiah 57:18–19 “I have seen his ways, but I will heal him; I will lead him and restore 

comfort to him and his mourners, [19] creating the fruit of the lips. Peace, peace, to the 

far and to the near,” says the LORD, “and I will heal him.” (ESV) 

 

God knows and he still heals. The one backsliding in the way of his own heart, is still 

given grace… and because this is true, nothing should keep us from running to Jesus 

over and over in all of life.  

 

 

This is how the church exists as we wait for the fullness of his salvation, of the eternal 

experience of Christ’s kingdom… desperate people collapsing onto Jesus. We stay low 

before him, relying on him, and he dwells among us with peace, healing, and comfort 

that we can’t explain as anything other than a miracle. Jesus overflowing into our need!  



 

There is no room for self-righteousness, it’s silly. Instead we stand declaring peace, 

peace to the far and to the near. That wayward strangers can come home to God. That 

the struggler have their soul revived. That in Christ we can be healed of our spiritual 

adultery.  

 

 

Ephesians 2:17–22 “And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and 

peace to those who were near. [18] For through him we both have access in one Spirit 

to the Father. [19] So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, [20] built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 

[21] in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in 

the Lord. [22] In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by 

the Spirit.” (ESV) 

 

 

The church of Christ is meant to be a table of strangers desperate for Jesus.  

 

 

Join Yourself to Jesus - Own your wandering, your inclination toward self. 

Surrender to the way of grace, of forgiveness… to call Jesus our center, our king.  

 

“The covenant of grace is proposed and proffered to us in the gospel; to take hold of it is 

to consent to it, to accept the offer and come up to the terms, deliberately and sincerely 

to take God to be to us a God and to give up ourselves to him to be to him a people. 

Taking hold of the covenant denotes an entire and resolute consent to it, taking hold as 

those… resolved never to let it go, for it is our life.” Matthew Henry 

 

 

His last word to us is openness and welcome for anyone who in faith comes to rest in 

Christ… So don’t tell yourself God won’t receive you. 

 

 

Hold fast to Jesus, come to him again and again, you don’t have to keep up 

appearances, collapse on him.  

 



Be Revived, Together - His word does not return empty. Stay low before the Lord 

and trust that he will renew, refresh, and revive you. And seek him as the strangers 

made into family that we are meant to be. Proof of his grace and goodness.  

 

When revival comes, when you have tasted of his grace, tell someone.  

 

 

The church of Christ is meant to be a table of strangers desperate for 

Jesus… so others will see.  

 

 

“Tell it unto sinners the most despairing— that, if they will but come back, their 

heavenly Father will receive them in the name of Jesus. Go ye forth, and tell it at the 

corners of your streets. Go and tell it in the dens and thieves’ kitchens! Tell it in the 

prisons— yea, even in the condemned cell! Go to the very gates of hell, and tell it to 

every soul that is this side the pit of Tophet, and as yet out of its eternal fire— that, if 

the wicked will but forsake his ways, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and turn 

unto the Lord, he will have mercy upon him, and our God will abundantly pardon. Tell 

it to thyself, poor sinner, thou that tremblest while I speak, thou who wouldest fain sink 

through the floor because of thy sense of sin. Thy Father comes to meet thee to-night; if 

thou dost not embrace him it is thy fault, not his. His voice speaks, and says, “Come, 

and welcome! come, and welcome! Dear child of mine, come to me!” 

 

“From the cross of Calvary, 

Where the Saviour deigned to die, 

What transporting sounds I hear 

Bursting on my ravished ear. 

Love’s redeeming work is done, 

Come and welcome, sinner, come.” 

 

O grace of God bring in the great sinners, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.” Spurgeon 


