
Sermon on Isaiah 58 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

Psalm 16 call to worship… 

 

 

Reading: Isaiah 58:1-14  

 

 

Delight in the Lord drives the mission of the church.  

 

 

This is such and important day for us - to send off our own to preach the gospel, to 

make disciples in a far-off land. What a joy it is to pray over them and praise God for 

their imitation of Christ!  

 

In light of this, our sermon is very much for B and T. But it is also for the church. For 

you and me if we are ready to see the Lord work as his word declares. Isaiah having 

given us the “why” of obedience (our salvation secured by the suffering Servant, a gift 

to us), now gives us the how.  

 

 

Delight in the Lord drives the mission of the church.  

 

Context - From the warnings against self-sufficiency, the people found themselves in 

exile and waiting on deliverance. Then the promise of it comes and life is meant to 

unfold in light of it. We are in the last section of the book of Isaiah, chapters on revival; 

life in response to the saving work of Jesus. Here we come to the religious of Judah and 

the church missing the point. Thankfully the Lord uses his word to show the better way 

- the way of Jesus.  

 

 

Through the very real experience of religious obedience (fasting/Sabbath), pursuing 

God, Isaiah gives us the clues we need to live this way of Jesus, as we go. I think it is 

vital for those embarking on a new journey and those ready to join in on the same 

wherever the Lord has placed them.  

 

 

1) Don’t Settle for Duty 

 



Right off the bat in verse 1 we learn there is sin that must be confronted - God tells 

Isaiah to not hold back in declaring to the people their transgression. So we should be 

attuned to notice it, this sin of the house of Jacob. Yet what follows seems to be perfect 

- it is actually what we are convinced we want the church to look like even now!  

 

 

Did you notice it? “Yet they seek me daily and delight to know my ways…” So the sin 

the people are confronted with is praying every day.  

 

That they love to study God’s ways. They did not forsake judgment and delight to draw 

near… actually delight, enjoy the act of this righteousness on display.  

 

Is this not exactly what we would say of a church we think is fruitful and healthy? That 

her people pray, study the word and show up to every service?! More than that they 

love being obedient followers. They are geeked out over their own religiosity. Like the 

Corinthians church easily categorizing people based on their spirituality.  

 

 

I once heard a pastor says, as an illustration about obedience, that if you want to really 

love your car you should wash it everyday… take the time to wax it by hand. And 

eventually you will cherish it… (as I heard it, I thought that would be a surefire way to 

get me to hate my car!)  

 

But that’s the mindset of Judah or the religious. ‘If we dutifully go through the motions 

that is what is important.’  

 

I can’t think of a time in my walk with Jesus that this hasn’t been a temptation or 

inclination… modeled so well by so many. And being far from home, with a mission 

underway, how easy it can be to live like the ritual is what is important.  

 

 

All it does however is to develop into a way of earning something. The people, the ones 

with the brilliant religious record of dutiful participation, assume that by their actions 

they are obligating God to act.  

 

And it leaves them unsettled.  

 

Isaiah 58:3a “‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we humbled 

ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’” (ESV) 



‘God we did all the things, we showed up, read all the books, we didn’t cuss in church, 

we settled for duty, and you haven’t heard us! You haven’t brought the blessing we 

desired!’  

 

When God is merely my genie in a bottle that has to be rubbed right to unlock blessing 

and the blessing doesn’t come… we are unsettled. Left to grumble and wonder if God 

has left the building.  

 

In settling for duty, they reveal what their motivation really is. “...in the day of your fast 

you seek your own pleasure, you oppress workers, do your religious duty to quarrel, to 

prove who is more spiritual.  

 

 

This duty, while appearing perfect and pleasing to God, is actually the opposite. And it’s 

not seasonal! Even Jesus challenged the religious for the same thing.  

 

Matthew 23:27–28 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like 

whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead 

people's bones and all uncleanness. [28] So you also outwardly appear righteous to 

others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.” (ESV) 

 

 

They have lowered their faith to performance in religiosity. They put on sackcloth and 

ashes in a show. Jesus in giving his disciples the Lord’s prayer, modeling pursuit of 

God, discusses this type of fasting.  

 

Matthew 6:16–18 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for 

they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, 

they have received their reward. [17] But when you fast, anoint your head and wash 

your face, [18] that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in 

secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” (ESV) 

 

 

Something else is desired for God’s people. Their obedience, the life they are living is 

meant not to be empty ritual but heartfelt humility and life-giving action. It was meant 

to spring forth from their salvation not for it, they exist on mission because they have 

salvation in Christ and the promise of sanctification, not to earn it. Don’t settle for 

duty... 

 



2) Let the Gospel Drive You 

 

Isaiah 58:6 “Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to 

undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?” 

(ESV) 

 

This doesn’t even sound like fasting but mission.  

 

When salvation comes, when we are awakened to the grace of Christ, forgiveness of sin 

in him; it reorients us out of religiosity and into care for others. This is revival.  

 

Isaiah 58:7 “Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless 

poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself 

from your own flesh?” (ESV) 

 

 

So obedience, revival is not some individual religious joyride. It is the power of a future 

in Christ that silences our inclination to say “those people are not my responsibility.” 

Gospel-revival moves us out in life-giving action, doing what we can about poverty, 

homelessness, slavery, devaluing of life, political idolatry… people going to hell.  

 

 

To think of my fasting; what I have always used when I was in need of something, 

breakthrough, wisdom, a decision; is actually meant for spiritual breakthrough in 

others! That’s different. That’s good.  

 

James 1:26–27 “If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but 

deceives his heart, this person's religion is worthless. [27] Religion that is pure and 

undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, 

and to keep oneself unstained from the world.” (ESV) 

 

Okay, we shouldn’t cuss! But also we are to be on the lookout for those we can love 

while we are living a life of pursuing Jesus.  

 

1 John 4:19 “We love because he first loved us.” (ESV) 

 

Pause just for a moment - reflect on what has come to God’s people, to us. A covenant 

of peace won by the blood of Jesus. Forgiveness of sin. New life. Purpose.  

 



All of this grace generates in us a self-less response… concern for others ahead of 

concern for ourselves.  

 

“Because self is no longer our god, safety is no longer our concern.” David Platt  

 

And this is where power comes.  

 

Isaiah 58:8–10 “Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing 

shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the LORD 

shall be your rear guard. [9] Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall 

cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you take away the yoke from your midst, the 

pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness, [10] if you pour yourself out for the 

hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness 

and your gloom be as the noonday.” (ESV) 

 

 

If you take away the yoke from your midst… if you throw off religiosity and free people 

by revealing the grace of Christ… if you pour yourself out… your light shall rise.  

 

Steve Brown tells the story of a note from a friend of his… “My 18-year-old grandson 

and I have been Civil War reenactors for 7 years. 3 years ago at an event everyone 

was sitting around a campfire. I went to bed (or to a cot!). My grandson stayed with 

the group. The stories and language got rough as they passed a bottle of moonshine 

around. I was dying by inches in the tent… and praying like crazy! I knew I couldn’t 

embarrass my grandson by going out.  

 

They finally called it a night and my grandson came to bed. “Do you know why I 

stayed?” he asked. I allowed that I didn’t. “They were getting drunk and I needed to 

stay there sober in case someone fell into the fire… I needed to be there to pull them 

out.”  

 

This is what our response to the grace of Christ does. It shapes us to loose the bonds of 

wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke. For those who fall into the fire of failure, 

guilt, shame, and regret. Who remain in a stupor before the law of God and his wrath 

against sin.  

 

We go where the fire rages. To bring the peace of Christ, his living water of salvation 

and renewal. “God calls on his people in every generation to learn how to have their 

souls afflicted with the sufferings of others.” 



 

Galatians 5:13–14 “For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your 

freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. [14] For 

the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (ESV) 

 

This is the mission. This is what the authority of Christ is unleashed to bring to bear in 

our world. And even if it is the freedom of one soul it is worth it.  

 

 

A pastor friend shared Chelsea’s story; “a woman who is a former meth user and dealer, 

who is 5 months sober, who is staring at (if every charge received the maximum) 95 

years in prison for 7 felonies (after not even having a speeding ticket on her record), 

and hearing her profess Christ and wants to get baptized... makes every hard thing in 

ministry worth it! All I can say is, why me? Why do I get to be on the front line of things 

like this??? And praise God for His work in Chelsea’s life!!” 

 

Exactly. This is part of the light breaking forth.  

 

 

The Lord will guide you continually, and you will be called the repairer of the breach, 

the restorer of the streets to dwell in. A beautiful picture for those longing for the 

restoration of Jerusalem, a more brilliant picture for those longing for the new city, for 

eternity with Jesus.  

 

"The glorious presence of God will dawn on the righteous. The godly are likened to a 

well-irrigated garden (v. 11b). They are God’s appointed instruments of restoration. 

Such is the ministry of healing and reconciliation which God has given to his 

people—then as well as now." Driven by the gospel for the glory of God and the 

unmatched good of his people.  

 

This week I saw a landscaper laying out potted flowers deciding where to plant them, to 

get the most beautiful pattern, to fill the garden. This is exactly what the Lord does with 

us, moving the pots around until he decides to plant us for the flourishing of his 

garden.  

 

"...if He plants us, we can never be uprooted." @EvanWelcher 

 

Let the gospel drive you, let it free you as it frees others. In this way of life, not just in 

fasting of observing the Sabbath, this is where we take flight.  



 

3) Pursue Delight  

 

With security, with righteousness as an advance guard and glory as a rear guard. 

Wearing the righteousness of Christ as armor… we live.  

 

Isaiah 58:13–14 “If you turn back your foot from the Sabbath, from doing your 

pleasure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight and the holy day of the LORD 

honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, or seeking your own pleasure, or 

talking idly; [14] then you shall take delight in the LORD, and I will make you ride on 

the heights of the earth;” 

 

If in response to the glorious work of Jesus on the cross for us we set aside self, 

honoring the Holy Day, take on the disciplines, the obedience for the good of others. 

Then you shall take delight in the Lord.  

 

Another missionary friend describes it this way, delighting in the Lord; “Experientially 

as the receipt of grace. Discovering the depth and breadth of that. There are moments 

in which this lifts my heart and soul in a way that nothing earthly could replicate. Over 

time, I think it comes out in a quiet confidence that I see in people who have walked 

with Him and known Him. The things of earth grow strangely dim…” 

 

 

This is the ultimate in rest beyond the ritual: resting in the finished work of Christ and 

his resurrection life and power and plan to expand his kingdom. "To rest from one’s 

labors is, first, not to think about personal gain, and second, to do what is right. To call 

the day a delight is to think about ways in which other people, too, may delight in the 

day." 

 

“The heart is so captivated by God that the day set apart is a joy. This is the reason for 

the Sabbath emphasis in chapters 56–66; it is the symbol of a whole life and heart 

devoted to the Lord.” Motyer  

 

 

Delighting in his goodness, his provision, his purpose, calling to the Lord and knowing 

he will answer.  

 

Let this be the thing that shapes your life. That drives the mission of your life and the 

mission of the church.  



 

Delight in the Lord drives the mission of the church.  

 

I know I am preaching to the choir here (B & T) but as you go, once again, keep these 

things in mind. And may the rest of us do likewise.  

 

The way of Jesus is better than the way of self.  

 

 

Repent of false duty - Surrender your attempts at earning, come back to Jesus who 

gives you grace, calls you his own, and gives you his authority and power for life and 

mission.  

 

Let the gospel drive you - keep it every before you and those you serve. The life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus for you. For the forgiveness of sin. For true identity 

and salvation.  

 

Find your delight in the Lord - In your surrender, in your pursuit of grace and God, 

claim this promise of delight for yourself, that it would shape you, drive you, and 

empower you for what lies ahead. “For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” His word 

never returns empty, it can be trusted and your foundation for all of life.  

 

 

 

This is us in light of the cross and resurrection of Jesus - of his eternal reign as our 

Savior and king, with the promise of what is to come. Revival as we await his return.  

 

Let’s go!  

 

 


