
Sermon on Isaiah 6:8-13 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

The gospel of grace affects hearts, brings healing, and is our hope.  

 

Isaiah 6:8-13  

 

It was Tuesday, January 28, 1986. I was in second grade and it was going to be a special day. A 

school teacher had become an astronaut and she was part of a crew ready to launch into a 

mission aboard the space shuttle.  

 

My class, like thousands across the country, was huddled on the carpet around the TV cart 

watching this historic moment. We counted down with mission control and cheered as the 

Challenger left the launch pad.  

 

Seconds later something tragic happened. What was a shuttle hurling itself into space became a 

fireball in the sky… there we sat, along with the nation, stunned. I don’t remember what we did 

for the rest of the day, but I can still see President Reagan on the television comforting the 

nation and the days that followed writing a report on what happened I suppose as a way to help 

second graders process such a tragedy.  

 

It was an awful ending for what was supposed to be such a hopeful mission... One that could 

have been avoided.  

 

It was revealed later that there were warnings that had been ignored. Engineers had told their 

supervisors of the potential for failure of the shuttles o-rings. It was not that these warnings had 

not been heard, but they were not understood or believed enough to motivate action. Leadership 

so enthralled by the hype of the mission would let nothing get in its way, even information that 

would save it.  

 

This is a human struggle - hearing and not understanding, not perceiving what we need to. And 

if we approach things of faith, of God and man, we have this struggle in spades.  

 

Those with ears to hear and eyes to see - come to the realization that true hope is found when all 

the facades and imposters are removed. When we hear rightly what is meant to be gloriously 

good news and it forever changes us.  

 

That is what we have here in Isaiah 6 and this interaction between the prophet and the Holy God 

gives us important clues as we endeavor to love, serve, and take the gospel of Jesus to the ends 

of the earth.  

 

Lawrence did a superb job of walking us through the weight of God's holiness in the first half of 

chapter 6, Isaiah’s vision of being before the throne of God.  

 



The prophet is stunned and undone as he witnesses the seraphim, literally translated “burning 

ones,” worshiping before God, highlighting his holiness by repeating the name holy three times 

multiplying the enormity of the truth with each refrain. “Woe is me!” A man of unclean lips that 

lives among a people of unclean lips… he knew he wasn’t supposed to be there in the presence of 

the Holy God.  

 

Then one of the burning ones come to him holding with tongs a burning coal and touches his 

lips - guilt taken away and sin atoned for.  

 

“When the magnitude of that grace touches Isaiah, he is awakened to live for God.” Ortlund  

 

Graced by God in this way Isaiah can’t help but go - to be a messenger. Once he is made clean he 

hears God’s conversation and he responds “Here I am, send me.” And God commissions the 

prophet. He gives him his message and the method along with the likely response. “He finds that 

being joined to God means joining a missionary society: he has been brought in order to be sent 

out.”  

 

Before we pack out bags to be the ones with beautiful feet as preachers of the gospel, we are 

meant to be helped by what is likely to happen to Isaiah. It will help us be prepared and come 

face to face with our own understanding and perceiving of the good news.  

 

Walking through the text we will see how the message of God affects hearts, brings healing and 

is supposed to be the burning hot, power-generating center of our lives.  

 

1) Heart  

 

When God speaks, when his grace is extended, hearts are changed, but they are not always 

changed in the same way.  

 

“Go and say to this people…”  

 

Here is Isaiah all hopped up on the experience - thinking he was undone by being in the 

presence of a holy God then being forgiven, redeemed, given purpose. “Send me!”  

 

The gospel is going to go but first it has to come to you… 

 

We are meant to be Isaiahs undone by the holiness of God and humbly projected into the 

mission by his grace toward us.  

 

This is the gospel playing out in Isaiah 6. Someone self-aware, recognizing their corruption, 

unworthiness is brought low before the God of the universe and in need, and that same God 

works to solve their guilt, to forgive them in a gracious, unmerited, unearned act. For Isaiah, a 

coal from the altar. For us, a savior on a cross.  



It is a message that elicits response, however subtle it might be. Acceptance or rejection. Hearts 

hardened offended that they would be in need, or the ideal, hearts softened, humbled and made 

to believe that the coal and the cross are enough. That destiny is forever changed.  

 

But it is not just a one-time response, there is an ever-ongoing work done as the message keeps 

rolling on, as we are reminded of it and hear it again and again.  

 

This is Judah, they have heard the invitation to return to the Holy and Gracious God, so many 

times that judgment is the only option… their hearts hardened.  

 

But like Isaiah we stand forgiven, our guilt taken away by the work of Christ as we believe in 

him. And our prayer is that we will constantly be softened by the word of grace.  

 

Each time we encounter the Word of God, each time we hear it preached, we come away from it 

either a little closer to God or a bit further away from Him, hardened or more softened toward 

God. You are never just the same.  

 

We tell ourselves if only God would perform a miracle, we would believe and be open to his 

way… but Jesus performed miracles and the people that saw them were all the more hardened. 

 

I am struck by my sinful, self-righteous response to the word of God… as if I “get” it… where it is 

meant to be so humbling it transforms. “Woe is me!” A man of unclean lips that I could be 

saved! What a gift. Oh, that it would soften our hearts… That we would live in repentance before 

it… that we would turn from the trappings of everything else vying for attention and worship and 

be healed by the loving work of Jesus.  

 

“If your heart does not leap at God’s grace in Christ, what you need is more grace. Nothing else 

can save you from your own deadness. Therefore fear your own hardness of heart more than 

anything else. Beware of rigidity, ingratitude, a demanding spirit. Beware of an unmelted heart 

that is never satisfied. Beware of a mind that looks for excuses not to believe. Beware of the 

impulse that always finds a reason to delay response. Beware of thinking how the sermon 

applies to someone else. God watches how you hear his Word. If you are ever again to receive it 

with at least the capacity for response that you have at this very moment, hear it now: ‘But this is 

the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.’ 

(Isaiah 66:2)” Ortlund 

 

And when grace meets humility… life shifts and the adventure begins.  

 

“A guilty conscience, liberated by grace, unleashes us. The gospel says to us, “That sin most 

damning to your conscience, that sin haunting your memory - Christ carried it far away to his 

cross, where it died under God’s wrath. Justice has been satisfied. You are released!” Ortlund  

 

And it is because of this that we can stand and say “Here I am, send me.” 



 

That’s what Isaiah does. And what comes next clues us in on the what it might be like when we 

are sent out as well.  

 

In this moment he is called to take the message to Judah to go to the people of unclean lips and 

call them to turn to God. It is the message that he has already given in chapters 1-5, a message of 

judgment.  

 

Like, wait a second. I just had this mountaintop experience, a throne room experience, and now 

I have to go and make a name for myself as a Debbie Downer… To a people that won’t be able to 

understand!  

 

Verses 9 and 10 lay out how Isaiah will be received. The people will keep on hearing but not 

understand… keep on seeing but do not perceive.  

 

I suppose there is still some tinge of hope here, that some of the people will experience the same 

kind of atonement before the Lord, forgiveness. But what God tells Isaiah in this vision is that he 

is sent to proclaim with the credibility of a prophet, the voice of God, his Word. And most that 

hear him won’t believe, won’t understand the opportunity they have… and will actually have 

their hearts dulled into hardness toward the message. 

 

God tells Isaiah his ministry to Israel will not only be saving for some but hardening for others… 

In other words, time had run out for these people and the Word of God was no longer effective 

to save them but was only effective to render their hearts insensitive, and their ears dull, and 

their eyes dim. 

 

This won’t rally the troops at the missions conference. It almost seems beyond hope. That a 

message of grace could be heard, put before a people and actually make them more resistant to 

the same message.  

 

But it is God ordained, this is what he sends those that speak for him into. A world where the 

will be rejection, rocky soil, seeds among thorns.  

 

It is as if Isaiah is here volunteering as the tribute for the hunger games. Takes on a task where 

there will be violence and resistance.  

 

Global Humility - “Isaiah’s commission is often preached in recruitment for cross-cultural 

mission. Isaiah 6: 8: And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will 

go for us?’ Then I said, ‘Here am I! Send me.’ What follows, however, in verses 9-13, is not 

always given to new missionary recruits as a promise! Isaiah is promised rejection and hardness 

of heart. And this, in fact, was his experience. Isaiah spent almost his entire life prophesying to 

bad kings in dark days, with the exception of a short window under King Hezekiah. He died 

during the reign of Manasseh by being sawn in half.”  



Was it that Isaiah realized what he had been healed from and what grace was shown to him, and 

his response was worshipful, but also, like, God do whatever you will. You've saved me, I'm 

yours. And that complete surrender provided the courage to persevere. 

 

I wonder how many times Isaiah contemplated changing the message? Shifting technique just a 

bit… to motivate response, understanding… But this is what God commissioned him to do.  

 

This is the way of God making his appeal through us, by his word proclaimed. Some will be 

softened and believe and some will be hardened and remain in judgment.  

 

“The preacher’s dilemma: those who resist the truth can be changed only by telling them the 

truth, but to do this exposes them to the danger of rejecting the truth yet once again - and maybe 

this further rejection will push them beyond the point of no return...” 

 

Be sent, but know, there is a significant chance you won’t be well received. 

 

“They may be Isaiah’s most frequently quoted verses in the New Testament. Why did early 

Christians find them so meaningful? Because the young Christian movement was bitterly 

opposed for its gospel of grace, and the explanation for it stood out right here in these verses.” 

Ortlund  

 

Matthew 13:10–14 “Why do you speak to them in parables?” [11] And he answered them, “To 

you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been 

given. [12] For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but from 

the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. [13] This is why I speak to them in 

parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 

[14] Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled…” 

 

So the reality of the mission is that in its undertaking, there will be those that hear but don’t 

understand… But the goal stays the same.  

 

2) Healing  

 

God indicates that time is up for Judah, that he will make their ears heavy and blind their eyes 

because Judgment is theirs. Lest they turn and be healed.  

 

The calls for Judah to come back, to run to their source of forgiveness and grace, they have 

rolled on through Isaiah’s ministry. Even with the hope of salvation held out before them. Yet 

Judah refuses to turn away from the sin they love so dearly for the better way.  

 

They have been implored to give up their disregard of God and put their trust in him alone. All 

along this is the hoped-for response. Belief, understanding, perceiving, and adjustment, posture, 

turning to God.  



 

It may be too late for Judah here, but that leaves everyone else and on this side of the work of 

Jesus on the cross to be the once-for-all atoning sacrifice (to pay the price to have reconciliation 

between God and humanity), this is still the goal. That people would turn and be healed. “that 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations…”  

 

The drumbeat of the Reformation is all of life as repentance. That this would be our continual 

posture as we are confronted and comforted by the word. And that it would be the response of 

others who hear the gospel.  

 

And this is healing. Restoration, reconciliation. The worst of hurts, separation from our Creator, 

healed. All other healing flows from this most important piece. In turning, in repentance see 

God as holy and live for his glory. Not only claiming the gospel for ourselves but longing for 

others to be brought in.  

 

It is salvation realized and it is good… but it still lands on hard hearts and turning and being 

healed in repentance is the exception rather than the rule…  

The “here I am, send me” doesn’t seem so sexy now… Take a message to people that will polarize 

them. Either they will understand it and be forever changed, or more likely, in Isaiah’s case, they 

will reject it and solidify their ruin.  

 

My poet friend Ben was attempting to dabble in the prophetic this week and he said: “I think 

some new reservoir missionaries will be packing their bags next Monday.”  

 

I thought, if they do, it will clearly be God because this is opposite of a woomp ‘em up speech of 

the untold wild frontier adventure that is taking the message of Jesus to those that have never 

heard!  

 

And it goes on. Isaiah languishing under the instruction cries out, “How long, O Lord?” Will 

these people even turn, with their ever be salvation? God gives him a stump.  

 

3) Hope  

 

How long? Until the cities are laid waste. Until the land is desolate. Until everything the people 

placed their trust in is gone, when there is nothing left. Then like a tree cut down and 

harvested… there will be a holy seed in the stump.  

 

Judah’s hope - in this vision - is the remnant that longs for the Messiah. These will continue 

until he comes, they will experience the atonement that Isaiah did. The presence of God.  

 

It seems so far off and after too much sacrifice, too much pain. But it is hope enough. It fuels 

Isaiah in his ministry, and it will bolster a remnant, those that believe.  

 



Isaiah 11:1–2 “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 

roots shall bear fruit. [2] And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

LORD.” (ESV) 

 

So go to a hostile people, most won’t understand, few will repent and believe. But there is 

coming a day when everything else is laid to waste that things will be made right. The holy seed 

will come. Salvation will be his name.  

 

And if the hope of it was enough for Isaiah, the experience of it is enough for us. This is Jesus, 

our hope. The branch has come from the stump - the truest remnant of faithfulness, Jesus has 

come, preaching the repentance for the kingdom is at hand and making a way for atonement, 

salvation. He is the ultimate goer, he takes the message to a people quick to reject it, but still 

takes on their guilt and gives life.  

 

 The one who opens hearts opens ears to hear and eyes to see him. And as we labor “out there” 

taking the truth of forgiveness of sin to those in need, praying and pleading for repentance, we 

take heart because we have believed. If my hard heart could be softened by the good news of 

Jesus, there is hope for everyone!  

 

He is what we have to give, he is the exceedingly good thing we speak of and live for. Because 

judgment isn’t final, there is a way of reconciliation. So even in places we know we might be 

rebuffed we persist.  

 

Who is ready to sign up? Let’s go hunt… doo doo doo doo doo.  

 

What do we do? How do we experience the transformation, the genuine humility, and 

repentance of a redeemed life?  

 

Hear - Ask for ears to hear and eyes to see, that you can believe. Don’t miss the warnings on 

your way to something less than salvation and life in Christ. Because of our sin, our ongoing 

rejection of God, we have earned judgment, but the God-man Jesus came and lived in perfect 

obedience for us, he died bearing our punishment, and he now reigns in life through his 

resurrection. Those that believe in him are united with him - his life is theirs, his eternity is 

theirs. Believe in Jesus.  

 

Turn and be Healed - give up all that dulls your heart, that keeps you from the healing of 

repentance and the full life that is found in Jesus. Don’t move past the good news of Jesus and 

his redeeming work for you.  

 

Let everything else lay to waste, all the distractions, the lies of Satan, the false identities you try 

on, the things you thought you needed. And cling to Jesus. The One that took on all of those 

things on your behalf, that was acquainted with your grief, that bore your sin and met the full 



measure of judgment that was lined up for you. This steady, solid Stump that bore fruit for you. 

Run to him. Hear who he says you are. Live from his grace. And don’t drink of anything else. 

Determine to only imbibe on his living water. 

 

Matthew 13:16 “blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear.” (ESV) 

 

Go - Take this truth of Jesus out there, near, far, even further. The gospel reached you on its way 

to someone else. And in going we are made more like Christ. John 20:21 “Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” (ESV) 

 

Like Isaiah, let the work of God transform you into a messenger. Let’s his cleansing work be so 

central to your life that it sanctifies you, makes you like Christ that you can’t help but go. To be 

obedience to his commission to make disciples of all people!  

 

God still makes his appeal through fragile and very real humans. Answer the call, know that the 

message will harden some and soften some unto salvation. And keep going. There is nothing 

better to package, nothing more worthwhile to share. Make Jesus known.  

 

 

The gospel of grace affects hearts, brings healing, and is our hope.  

 

May our hearts be softened and transformed by his grace, may we find the healing of repentance 

and in the unmatchable hope we have in Christ may we take it to others.  

 

 

 


