
Sermon on Isaiah 7:10-8:10 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

God With Us is our anchor in a life of waiting.  

 

Isaiah (7:10-8:10) 7:10-17 

 

This last week - it was Thursday - my family began decorating for Christmas. If you think that is 

bad, you should realize we have been listening to Christmas music (the Christian type) for weeks 

and we have already watched Elf to kick off the season, and The Star to put things into context.  

 

What is it with our angst against celebrating Christmas? Righteous disgust with the 

commercialization, jingle bells instead of Joy to the World… I get that. Even I was once a 

curmudgeon. But shouldn’t advent, the season of anticipating the arrival of Jesus, be nine 

months anyway?!  

 

It really is something huge that we block out a month to struggle through. Generations waited, 

longed for it.  

 

While we may not fully understand the anticipation of the first advent - we certainly know the 

anticipation of the final one - as we wait, as we wade through a life of struggles, pain, loneliness, 

heartache. Even in the lamentable moments, there is still something to hold onto through it all - 

something that is meant to stoke the fire of our yuletide log hearts. It is revealed in our Scripture 

today as a determination of which way we go.  

 

Before us are two choices, the way of Ahaz, or the way of Immanuel.  

 

God With Us is our anchor in a life of waiting.  

 

1) The Way of Ahaz  

 

Where are we in the story? Judah is the recipient of God’s word through Isaiah. They are two 

tribes of Israel that remained “faithful” to Yahweh… whereas the northern tribes of Israel, here 

described as Ephraim, have run after idolatry and self-determination as a rejection of the God of 

Judah.  

 

Runaway kids that have disowned their parent wanting nothing to do with the family name or 

way of life. They, along with the foreign nation Syria have taken up arms against Judah, hoping 

to rob the throne of David and add to a military resistance to the vastly more powerful Assyrian 

king.  

 

Ahaz, the king of Judah, the one in the line of David, the representative of the whole nation, has 

taken it upon himself to strategize a way out of conflict and a removal of the danger of the 

impending invasion from these northern oppressors. It has even gone so far that Ahaz has given 



gold from the Temple to the king of Assyria attempting to induce an attack on Syria. (2 Kings 

16).  

 

So his hope for Judah has moved from self to a preferable foreign power - still not in God where 

he was supposed to hope. God through Isaiah had invited trust, a firm faith discovered through 

his promise of redemption. And Ahaz rejects it.  

 

While this story centers on Ahaz - it has long been the posture of Judah, of God’s people. An 

existence meant to be centered on the continued promises and faithfulness of God toward the 

people has instead been a long rejection or refusal of God’s way of living, of trust.  

 

God speaks - ‘Ahaz, ask a sign of the Lord your God, let it be a big one, make it cost me 

something, a sign to prove my love and care for these people.’ Ahaz is invited to own a blank 

check from the creator of the universe and his response?  

 

‘Nah. I won’t put the Lord to the test.’ He refuses the way out for Judah, he refuses the promised 

destiny, he refuses the help of God himself.  

 

Ahaz would not ask a sign for the confirming of his faith because he resolved to persist in his 

unbelief… and he does it cloaked in self-righteousness - God says ‘test me!’ and Ahaz says, I am 

too spiritual to ‘test the Lord.’  

 

I once thought of myself as a student of political strategy and diplomacy. And I look at Ahaz and 

I am confounded - a sure way out of trouble, a proven advocate and provider (the history of the 

people) and still, he chooses what is sure demise.  

 

“Ahaz doesn’t want to trust God. Sure he puts it in pious language. But it’s all quick-thinking, 

diplomatic hypocrisy. He knows there are strings attached. If he lets God in, God will take 

control.” Ortlund  

 

He is still trusting in himself, schemes, delusions of authority… Ahaz placed his hope for 

salvation in human power rather than in the Lord. 

 

Isaiah 7:17 “The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father's house 

such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of 

Assyria!” (ESV) 

 

The fruit of this way is a long judgment - “With open eyes, Ahaz rejected the way of faith. What 

follows is full of biblical logic. The programme has been fixed in verses 15-17: the decay of the 

countryside, the elimination of the northern powers and the Assyrian domination of Judah. 

Ahaz did not act ‘unwisely’ - he used every political skill, the garnered astuteness of years of 

diplomacy and worldly appropriateness - it was just the wrong wisdom. The very things he 

trusted guaranteed calamity… This is what Ahaz trusted and it will be his ruin.” Motyer 



The nation Ahaz looks to for help will devour Judah. And “in that day,” the Lord will whistle for 

the nations to come and get ‘em. He will take a hired razor to shave the head and beard of 

Judah. (No-shave November is not a thing).  

 

It is bad - as we have seen in Isaiah already the promise of judgment, of being carried off into 

exile, and here is the dude responsible, Ahaz.  

 

Isaiah 8:6–8 “Because this people has refused the waters of Shiloah that flow gently, and 

rejoice over Rezin and the son of Remaliah, [7] therefore, behold, the Lord is bringing up against 

them the waters of the River, mighty and many, the king of Assyria and all his glory. And it will 

rise over all its channels and go over all its banks, [8] and it will sweep on into Judah, it will 

overflow and pass on, reaching even to the neck, and its outspread wings will fill the breadth of 

your land, O Immanuel.” (ESV) 

 

The water Ahaz tried to drink becomes the flood that wipes them out.  

 

The way of Ahaz is then a refusal of God. A rejection of his promise, of his word, of his help. It is 

a denial of reality, of need, of brokenness.  

 

It could really be called ‘the way of JShray,’ or the way of humanity. Running after things we 

think will solve the ache, that will save us from devastation, that will finally fulfill us, be exactly 

what we need and instead they devour us. Deceived into death by the slew of lacey mistresses… 

devastation comes by the very powers we decide to lean on instead of trusting God.  

 

A refusal to turn from all the things of human ability to the promise of redemption. At the least 

missing the power of new life, at the worst missing new life altogether.  

 

We don’t want to let God in because we know there are strings attached, God will take control…  

 

What comes is the same as it was for Judah under Ahaz, a long judgment.  

 

This is not Judah’s best. This is not what turns the story into a heroes’ adventure. There is 

another way.  

 

2) The Way of Immanuel  

 

God says, “ask me for a sign Ahaz… I am going to give you one myself…”  

 

Isaiah 7:14–16 “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. [15] He shall eat curds and honey 

when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. [16] For before the boy knows how to 

refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted.” (ESV) 

 



God is going to act. He is taking things into his own hands. A young woman will conceive and 

have a son and he shall be called God With Us.  

 

Things look bleak but God promises the same promise he has been making since the nation 

became a thing. They are not forsaken by God, however bad things are getting, this distress and 

danger, for the nation, for your family, the Messiah is to be born. The God With Us that will 

make things right, that will settle the score, that will establish the kingdom forever. You cannot 

be destroyed while that blessing is in you Judah… this Immanuel.  

 

I can get amped when I read stuff like this. ‘God quit giving them grace and promise. Just stamp 

them out already and start over with me! Then I realize I am Judah/Ahaz all the same and this 

message of Grace is good for all of us.  

 

This is God’s MO; let idolatry/self-sufficiency run its course then at the bottom of the barrel, at 

the end of the rope he gives grace - he gives himself as the solution.  

 

God will take on the challenge, he will subdue those that threaten, he will provide for his people, 

forever. God With Us is coming, this is the banner to carry the people through. They shall call 

his name Immanuel—God with us, God in our experience, God at peace with us, in covenant 

with us. 

 

The promise will have an immediate fulfillment - there is a new boy in Isaiah’s family 8:3 “And I 

went to the prophetess, and she conceived and bore a son…” A sign that Judah’s deliverance was 

coming on the other side of the defeat of Syria and Ephraim.  

 

But this boy is just proof pointing to an ultimate fulfillment that will be blessing for all nations.  

 

“Poor little Judah will have to stand on tiptoe just to keep her head above water. The people will 

survive - barely. But Assyria will eventually fade from history and Judah will remain the land of 

Immanuel. God will be with them through it all, more than they know. He will come to them in 

the fullness of time as a boy named Jesus, the Savior of the world.” Ortlund  

 

Some sixteen generations after Ahaz, a descendant named Joseph will be visited by an angel of 

the Lord.  

 

Matthew 1:21–23 “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.” [22] All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet: [23] “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 

Immanuel” (which means, God with us).” (ESV) 

 

Deck the halls pass the eggnog!! This is exciting. God With Us, our Savior, our King, our Help, 

the very present, and real God, to dwell with us, to work for us.  

 



And then I zoom back into Isaiah 7 & 8 and I realize… it was a really long advent. The wait is 

generations. Hundreds of years.  

 

The pain of that. Can I ever feel it, understand it?  

 

Among my favorite scenes of The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe is at the beginning of the 

story how Father Christmas arrives with gifts as proof that the long winter is coming to an end, 

Aslan is on the move.  

 

This is Judah’s story. Here are the people, living through the winter, waiting for deliverance. 

And each prophetic sign is a gift of Father Christmas showing that the cold was coming to an 

end.  

 

Galatians 4:4–7 “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, [5] to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as sons. [6] And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 

our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” [7] So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 

an heir through God. (ESV) 

 

The gift that is Immanuel. This is what Judah was looking for, what was to carry them through 

the pain of war, exile, loss. And it was a gift meant for you!  

 

1 Peter 1:10–12 “Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that 

was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, [11] inquiring what person or time the Spirit of 

Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent 

glories. [12] It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things 

that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the 

Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.” (ESV) 

 

The way of Immanuel is trusting in this promise, living in response to it. Looking to it and 

nothing else for help, for the solution to life.  

 

The fruit of it is the kingdom.  

 

Isaiah 8:9–10 “Be broken, you peoples, and be shattered; give ear, all you far countries; strap 

on your armor and be shattered; strap on your armor and be shattered. [10] Take counsel 

together, but it will come to nothing; speak a word, but it will not stand, for God is with us.” 

(ESV) 

 

Come on nations, give it your best shot enemies of God, your advances, your schemes won’t 

stand because God is with us.  

 



The sign of God With Us. Even when it is a whisper, it is stronger than the greatest nations of the 

world.  

 

Jesus, Immanuel solves our salvation, he gives us new life. When we turn from trusting the 

lesser things of the world and bring our need to him, he calls us his own, he empowers us to live. 

He keeps us.  

 

And now we wait. As a remnant waiting… for the final arrival when the King will reign forever 

when he will be our light.  

 

In the waiting, there will be days… maybe months and years where it will feel like a wilderness, 

wondering if we missed something. But the way of Immanuel says hold on, you are being held.  

 

It is a way that gives us permission to cry out, to shed tears, to long for the horizon, to 

experience and talk about the full emotion of Christmas, not just the tinsel and toys. The way of 

Immanuel frees us to be real as we run to Jesus with our mess, with our success, with every inch 

of our existence.  

 

As we wait, like Judah, we look back and forward. Back to the faithfulness of God, his arrival as a 

babe, as the one to take on our sin, our punishment on the cross and call us righteous before 

God. To his very present help in the midst of it.  

 

Just as his work on the cross accomplished our salvation, justification the “it is finished” we 

cling to - his promise to be with us through it all stands just as strong, and we hear “Behold, I am 

with you always, until the end of the age.”  

 

And we look forward to the day when the new age dawns when he will wipe every tear from our 

eyes and say it is done.  

 

When we choose the way of Immanuel, of surrender to his plan, to his provision, to trusting in 

him above all things, when we live as proof of ‘God With Us,’ these things are ours. We are given 

what we need, we are steadied by the Holy Spirit and we are welcomed home into the arms of 

Christ.  

 

This is what Christmas is about. Ring the bells. You have a Savior, you have a ‘God With Us.’ 

Even in your waiting, he is to be found, he is your comfort, your sure thing, your hope.  

 

God With Us is our anchor in a life of waiting.  

 

Which way will you choose? 

 

Surrender the self-righteousness - Be honest about your need, for salvation, for help, for 

God. Give up the performance, the rejection of grace and meet ‘God With Us.’ Jesus, who lived 



obediently for you, who sacrificed himself in your place and who rose from the grave to give you 

life. If Jesus can come from the line of Ahaz, he can come for the line of Ahaz, those that identify 

with the rebellious king as those holding God off… give in to him.  

 

“The way to experience the saving presence of God is to look at the gently flowing trickle of water 

called Jesus Christ and say, “I will stake my life on that supply, and I will never thirst again, no 

matter how long I am under siege.” The way to experience the saving presence of God is to look 

at the baby Jesus and say, “He will be my fiercest ally, and I will conquer, no matter what sin 

threatens me.” The way to experience the saving presence of God in your crisis right now is to 

say yes to the improbable ways of God. The first business of our lives is to learn what it means to 

stop trying to save ourselves and venture all on God. He saves sinners… “God with us” is more 

than a name. He is a reality. And when you lean on him as your reality, what more do you need?” 

Ortlund - Surrender.  

 

Tie yourself to Immanuel - Hold on just a while longer… because you have been changed by 

Christ’s first advent you can trust his second is near. Hold on to nothing else. “You can take this 

whole world just give me Jesus.” Live a radical reliance on the King of the Universe, the very One 

that upholds all things including your story meant to glorify him. Stay anchored to him, meet 

him in your waiting and realize how he meets you through his cross and the presence of the 

Spirit.  

 

God With Us is our anchor in a life of waiting.  

 

Will we be proof of this? Choosing the way of Immanuel, of resting in Christ’s work, in trusting 

his provision for our lives, will we raise a banner for others to hear the bells ringing, to 

experience Joy to the World?  

 

“Richard Williams, a young surgeon and Methodist lay preacher, and Anglican minister Allen 

Gardiner went as missionaries to Argentina. In 1851 their ship was forced to winter in a cold and 

bitter bay, and the supply vessel never arrived. Everyone on board their ship died of cold and 

starvation. Even as they were suffering, on Good Friday, April 18, 1851, Williams wrote in his 

journal, “Poor and weak though we are, our abode is a very Bethel (holy place, house of God) to 

our souls, and God we feel and know is here.” Then on Wednesday, May 7, he wrote, “Should 

anything prevent my ever adding to this, let all my beloved ones at home rest assured that I was 

happy beyond description when I wrote these lines and would not have changed situations with 

any man living.” When your supply ship does not arrive, God can make your crisis a very Bethel 

to your soul (Genesis 28:1-19) as you find by faith that he is with you. He makes you happy 

beyond description.” 

 

 

Williams lived the way of Immanuel. As we live the way of Immanuel may we experience the 

presence of this very real Jesus in our lives for his glory and for our good.  


