
Sermon on Isaiah 8:10-9:7 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

A Life before God is lived in the light of his presence.  

 

Isaiah 8:11-9:7  

 

This week I put up the Christmas lights on the house… and I had to drum up the motivation to 

do it. After all, you need a ladder and it is an added chore on the already long list… But as I 

thought of the neighborhood after dark I realized of all houses, mine should be bright with light.  

 

No one wants to visit the scary dark house! And it got me thinking about why Christmas has so 

much light associated with it. It is everywhere, quite on purpose. Because darkness no longer 

has the final say - the morning has dawned and the light of Christ changes everything… So I have 

decided to up the wattage!  

 

Here in Isaiah, as we dip back in just one more time for our Advent series, we have the light 

promised. Immanuel.  

 

Where are we in the story of the prophet? What is going on? Isaiah, chosen and sent by God to 

speak to his people Judah, calling them back to him, to turn from the way they had been going to 

his word and provision. 

 

Truth is, Judah is a nation of desperate people. In their disobedience to God, they find 

themselves faced with an impending war and sure exile. Those they looked to for protection 

would be the very ones who would conquer them. In the midst of it all, they have seemingly 

forgotten everything about their covenant with Yahweh. To be redeemed… and even when there 

is a glimmer of hope on the horizon on the other end of a promised remnant, it is a long way off, 

it seems out of reach.  

 

So the words of warning and even a glorious coming, arrive as the greatest gift anyone could 

every receive under a tree.  

 

But this is not only for Judah. It is very much for us as well, the truth given here, and the 

experience of it has ramifications for the whole world. What Advent is meant to bring before us 

as we long for what is delivered here.  

 

So what is our context? What does this Scripture fall in the midst of?  

 

We are exhausted… schedules and demands of work and being successful. Of family and 

education. Statistically, we are lonely people, more so than any generation before even as we are 

more connected than ever. We face life and the future very unsure of what is to come. Anxiety is 

at an all-time high, and a broad segment of the populations longs for a quiet room and a 



weighted blanket to get through the day. If we are totally honest, many days we are grasping at 

the horizon for hope.  

 

“The real reason people come to church is to get comfort. They’re in despair. They come to get 

love. To get some sense that life is not just a complete joke.” - Paul Zahl 

 

Here in the words of Isaiah, we find this sense. We see hope secured for us and are reminded 

once again of a new way of living. The Prophet uncovers a stark, sharp-edged reality for us. 

There are two paths, two postures of life, and it matters which we claim as our own. Two 

authorities we surrender to. Living before man 0r living before God.  

 

1) Before Man - Coram Hominibus  

 

Isaiah has a word from the Lord - so God is speaking directly to him - his strong hand on him. 

He says don’t go the way of this people.  

 

Judah, humanity at this moment, is living not how they were supposed to, hence the judgment 

and trouble that has come. They are living as if man is the supreme, before man as their source 

and treasure.  

 

There is a conspiracy on every corner. No confidence, only paranoia.  

 

They live in constant fear - that becomes a dread. Fearing the wrong things. They are like a 

jumpy dog - when a door shuts, or hands clap, they jump.  

 

Because they had fear or reverence for the wrong things they developed a hatred of God. A stone 

of offense, a stumbling block for them. The very people created, chosen to be in covenant with 

God despise him - enraged and speaking contemptuously against him. Placing blame on the 

Lord, killing his prophets, throwing him the bird.  

 

They look for help in all the wrong places - hiring mediums to conjure up the dead… to hear 

guidance from ancestors.  

 

Living before man, they are greatly distressed - spiritually hungry, never satisfied. All they see is 

darkness, gloom, anguish. Thrust into an eternal darkness.  

 

Darkness is always a symbol for the God-forsakenness of the world… and for the lostness of men 

and women. In darkness we see nothing, and no longer know where we are or even who we are. 

 

This is living before man. Regarding the “wisdom” and strategy of men and women over God’s 

direction. Trouble added to trouble and a doubling down of rejecting God and attempting to 

satiate their hunger pangs with things of death and disease.  

 



They don’t speak according to his word - people had the truth, but they didn’t value it as their 

guide for life. Why? “They have no dawn” — no illumination within, no awakening which 

translated into no hope.  

 

Judah just like our day, like us when we live before man as the ultimate authority, even as we 

live as if we are the deity.  

 

People are untrusting. Wracked with fear. The constant pursuit of the wrong sources. Convinced 

we should believe lies about identity, believing the next big things will fulfill us and make people 

take notice of us. When the opinion and perspective of man is most important there is an 

increasing anger toward God - or anyone suggesting He exists and should shape our lives.  

 

Ends in the same darkness Isaiah describes. Despair… anguish… the weight of a Western, World 

oriented supremacy that kills us. Your system is perfectly designed to give you the results you 

are seeing…  

 

You will need a double of adult eggnog to wash it down.  

 

Please don’t leave us here! Isaiah not only shows the gloom of living before man but more 

importantly life before God - the way of hope, peace, and everything we long for at Advent.  

 

2) Before God - Coram Deo  

 

Here is the opposite of the path of the people. Not swayed or concerned with the things they are. 

Not crazy about the latest controversy. This is what God is calling Isaiah and “disciples” to. The 

Remnant choosing another way to live because God commands it.  

 

Honoring, fearing the Lord, having him as our measure our rule. Instead of trembling before 

trifling things we tremble before the Holy Creator of the world.  

 

In reverance toward the Lord, he becomes a sanctuary, a rock of stability rather than offense. 

Having heard the warning, those living before God “bind up the testimony”, they preserve the 

word for future generations to hear what God has said. Clinging to it as the only horizon they 

have, their hope.  

 

Because they trust it to be true they wait on the Lord - experiencing life as it comes, patient 

toward the promise of restoration.  

 

Along the way they inquire of the Lord, they don’t seek other sources but run “to the teaching 

and the testimony!” Having been awakened to the Word. Knowing that God can be found in his 

word and the story of the people redeemed and cared for.  



Rather than rage, they keep walking through life patiently praising and trusting God. Longing 

for light where there is darkness… living before God in hope of and the experience of Immanuel 

- the light that has come.  

 

“But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish.” 

 

Theirs is the future.  

 

Isaiah 9:2–3 “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a 

land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. [3] You have multiplied the nation; you have 

increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they 

divide the spoil.” (ESV) 

 

“Their joy is not meager. Isaiah compares it with the joy of workers at the harvest, a huge bonus 

on payday, and the gladness of soldiers dividing the spoil, like the locker room of the Super Bowl 

champions right after the game. The triumph of God’s grace over our depressing failures is joy 

unspeakable and full of glory forever.” Ortlund 

 

Not left to themselves, those living before God are given the promise and realization of his 

presence, wrapped up in centuries worth of hinting and description, the anchor of “God With 

Us” holds the ship fast as a new dawn approaches. When the Son rises and illuminates 

everything.  

 

The delivery mechanism of hope is the least expected. Not a war machine, not a politically savvy 

strategist. Not a strongman reigning with threats and violence. But by a baby.  

 

Isaiah 9:6 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.” (ESV) 

 

Contemporaries of Isaiah living before God thrive longing for Jesus… and now those that live 

before God do so because of Jesus.  

 

John 1:2–5 “He was in the beginning with God. [3] All things were made through him, and 

without him was not any thing made that was made. [4] In him was life, and the life was the 

light of men. [5] The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” (ESV) 

 

God comes into our system and floods it with his presence. He flips the script of our lives. Where 

there was thick darkness there is now a bright day. His light shines into every corner of life and 

the baby in the manger becomes our king, God with Us, the giver of grace and righteousness, the 

source and measure of justice.  

 

This is exactly the renewal we need. One of light.  



 

“Light cannot be caged it cannot be held or imprisoned” Susannah Spurgeon 

 

Both God and man - his name shall be called both divine and flesh. It is now to him we look, as 

our beacon, horizon, and hope.  

 

“Look at Jesus. As the Wonderful Counselor, he has the best ideas and strategies. Let’s follow 

him. As the Mighty God, he defeats his enemies easily. Let’s hide behind him. As the Everlasting 

Father, he loves us endlessly. Let’s enjoy him. As the Prince of Peace, he reconciles us while we 

are still his enemies. Let’s welcome his dominion.” Ortlund 

 

Romans 13:12 “The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of 

darkness and put on the armor of light.” (ESV) 

 

We now can live Coram Deo because the light has come and we keep living before God by 

looking to the light. The light of the very presence of God that isn’t kept to a remnant of a couple 

of tribes or Israel…  

 

Isaiah 9:7 “Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne 

of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 

righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.” 

(ESV) 

 

The light spreads, it brings peace, eternal hope. But it is not accomplished by our ability to hold 

onto it… the zeal of the Lord will do it. His passion, his desire, his plan. God doesn’t need our 

brains or our brawn to do it… “God’s zeal for the glory of his Son will make this happen forever, 

and no power in heaven or earth or under the earth can stop it." Davis  

 

Jesus our Savior will do it.  

 

This is the good news of Immanuel. Humanity given the opportunity to dwell in relationship 

with God chooses to live before man, like a plague it infects every heart but God acts, he makes a 

way. The only way, Jesus. To live fully man, facing all that we would yet trusting perfectly in the 

Father. Even to being lifted up on the cross in our place as the light shattering darkness. As the 

light walking out of a cold and gloomy tomb to give real life to those that believe.  

 

Not only a justification (making you right before God) being worked by his zeal, it is also your 

sanctification (transformation to be more like Jesus) that is promised and accomplished by his 

zeal as the Holy Spirit fills you with the light of Christ for all of life.  

 

A Life before God is lived in the light of his presence.  

 



We don’t live fully before God, for him. We still struggle to trust him. But God is solving our 

problem for us and that is the guarantee of salvation. When the day comes that we are glorifying 

and enjoying God like we were meant to, we will look at each other and laugh that “we didn’t do 

this. God did. This the victory of his zealous grace toward us.  

 

Until that day, it's in his grace we live. From and toward the hope of Jesus.  

 

“A power from outside is coming, a power that is able to make a new creation out of people like 

us, stones like us, people have no capacity of our ourselves to save ourselves. The power that is 

coming is not our power - not the power of our deeds or our inner strength or our spiritual 

discipline or our faith or even our repentance. It is God’s power that gives good deeds and inner 

strength and spiritual discipline and faith and repentance. We are able to repent and bear fruit 

because he [has come and] is coming.” Fleming Rutledge 

 

We experience Advent as renewal and the reminder of it... a glimpse of what is still to come. For 

to us, a Child is born…  

 

Run to the Light - Turn from the darkness and clinging to the wrong sources of hope and help. 

Repent and believe in Jesus. That he is the promised light, the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Ask him to invade your life with his presence - 

especially which of these you need.  

 

Renew your surrender to this King, the good, comforting, and just King. Live before Him alone. 

“It is time to get up from sleep, to forget the dreams and the night terrors, and to experience life 

in the light of God’s new day, which is now dawning [in Christ].” Moltmann 

 

Let It Shine - Christmas is about turning the light on - shining the light of the world. Lifting 

Jesus high. I think the old children’s song missed it a bit… “This little light of mine…” I think we 

should change it to “This huge light of Christ… It's gonna shine…” 

 

Out there in the dark 

It's gonna shine 

Out there in the dark 

It's gonna shine 

Out there in the dark 

It's gonna shine 

Let it shine, shine, shine 

Let it shine! 

 

Show those living before man the better way of Advent realized, living before God. Love them 

even as their arrows pierce you… The light shines into the darkness and the darkness does not 

overcome it.  

 



A Life before God is lived in the light of his presence.  

 

Increasingly may our lives be marked by the light of the presence of Jesus for his glory and our 

good… from this time and forevermore.  


