
Sermon on Isaiah 9:8-10 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

Isaiah 9:8-10:4 

 

The only satisfaction of the anger of God is God himself.  

 

How we doing on resolutions?! Okay, okay, I know it is far too late to talk about such things but 

because I wasn’t with you last week I thought it was fair game. Resolutions are actually fabulous. 

Maybe not in themselves but what they convey, why they are necessary.  

 

Even in the simplest forms, they remind us that we are unsettled, we know there is something 

wrong needing to be fixed. And the awesome thing, or maybe devastating, is that at the 

beginning of the year we are fully aware of what is wrong with us!  

 

So we strive, set goals (goals are good), we endeavor to be different, to move more, to read better 

books, to finally respond to the kids with gentleness, to be on time (15 minutes early) to church!  

 

We devise a strategy, we look for tools and resources, voices to coach us, community to help 

along the way. Things we look to for new confidence, direction… security - because we want to 

avoid the demise, the horrible end.  

 

For a brief few days, we zoom in on the reality of our daily lives, that’s how we live all the time, 

maybe more subtle, looking for solutions, guidance, something steady to hold during the storms, 

something comfortable to rest on when things seem right.  

 

You’ve come to a church today so I am going to assume you are looking in the right place for this 

source, looking in the best place to answer the question of how do we actually live.  

 

Truth is, there are myriads answers to that type of question, but they don’t all lead the same 

place.  

 

Here we want to answer these questions in light of God - not redefining who he is to match our 

answers - but putting who he is, as revealed in his Word, at the center of our lives and methods 

of life.  

 

Isaiah 9 & 10 present then an important warning - centuries later it can be a guardrail for us, 

sending us in the right direction.  

 

So we are jumping back into our study of Isaiah and as we have been going along the things we 

have noticed are the utter inability of the people to follow God and His grace, executed and 

promised. The prophet speaking primarily to Judah the Southern “more faithful” kingdom, 

calling them to repent, to turn back to God and away from idolatry.  

 



This has come with the harshest of judgment, strongest of language, but also the richest of 

promises. Key among them that of Immanuel… a virgin will give birth to the new king, God with 

Us, to take away the sins of the people. The wonderful counselor, mighty God, Everlasting 

Father and Prince of Peace.  

 

Just a breath before our text we read that “the zeal of the Lord will do it.” And now the voice of 

God turns from promise to remaining judgment on others. Specifically Israel and Assyria.  

 

In the conveying of this judgment then we become acquainted with the anger of God, those that 

earn it and just a glimmer of hope beyond it. Anger is not a favorite attribute of God but one we 

must account for, understand and realize it is not just an ancient reality but something that must 

be dealt with in our day or we meet the horrible demise we intuitively know exists.  

 

1) Anger of God  

 

“God is angry.” This is not a preferred statement. We are all probably more versed in the phrase, 

“God is love.” But in realizing one to be true does not negate the reality of the other. And to have 

a right view of what is good about believing in Jesus we need to be familiar with both.  

 

We see it repeated in our text. “For all this his anger has not turned away, and his hand is 

stretched out still.” The hand of wrath, judgment…  

 

It seems so intolerant, so disconcerting.  

 

But where we have such trouble with it, the writers of Scripture do not. Here is the holy God, the 

uniquely other, untainted perfect God. His holiness then burns against evil, that which is 

opposed to him. Unlike our little fits of anger, it is has as it basis cosmic justice.  

 

Psalm 5:4–6 “For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with you. 

[5] The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. [6] You destroy those 

who speak lies; the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.” (ESV) 

 

J.I. Packer summarizes: “God’s wrath in the Bible is never the capricious, self-indulgent, 

irritable, morally ignoble thing that human anger so often is. It is, instead, a right and necessary 

reaction to objective moral evil” (Knowing God, 151). 

 

This anger then is something to be feared… for those that know him, living under his rule 

because the end of his anger is eternal punishment. Consistently see it in both the Old and the 

New Testament.  

 

His anger is the ultimate love in action against missing the mark, against the brokenness and 

corruption of the world.  

 



“God rules the world in such a way that brings himself maximum glory. This means that God 

must act justly and judge sin (i.e. respond with wrath), otherwise, God would not be God. God’s 

love for his glory motivates his wrath against sin.” Joseph Schuermann  

 

Unsettling to those that reject him, that God desires his own glory, but profoundly sobering… 

It’s really a thing. When we pray for him to be glorified we are aligning ourselves with his very 

real purpose.  

 

These are profound truths of God - that he has anger and it should rightly give us pause as we 

study who he is.  

 

And that which attempts to stand in the way of his glory ignite this anger of an outstretched arm. 

It must be dealt with or there is no hope.  

 

2) Provoking Anger  

 

God sets the standard for living, for obedience and every story up to this point in Isaiah uncovers 

human disregard or disobedience toward God.  

 

Deuteronomy 4:25b “by doing what is evil in the sight of the LORD your God, so as to 

provoke him to anger,” (ESV) 

 

● In the garden,  

● Before the flood as debauchery and murder reigned,  

● Among Abraham’s neighbors, 

● In the exodus, during and after redemption… 

● In the promise land,  

● In seeking a king,  

● In dividing the kingdom…  

 

The family history, human history, had landed here in contemporary Israel - the God-rejecting 

northern kingdom.  

 

Already in our study, we have seen how they aligned with Syria to harass Judah - now their 

judgment comes. They have been looking for “life” in the wrong places. Attempting to answer 

the question of how we actually live with self and perversion.  

 

Israel living a ‘choose your own adventure,’ but it is a horror, a Bandersnatch if you will.  

 

They have provoked the anger of God that has not turned away.  

 

Here we see a number of ways.  

 



By their arrogance and pride. They say in the arrogance of heart that the land is devastated but 

we will make it greater. Where there were sycamores we will plant cedars… Really the problem 

of Israel all along, they had zero humility - no trust in the Lord which they were originally set 

apart to show.  

 

They are earning destruction by pride that says we don’t need God we’ve got this.  

They provoke his anger by ignoring God. There is a leadership failure - likely tied to the 

arrogance of the day. The kings and the prophets have led the people astray. Those that should 

have known better have become false teachers. And the people are complicit for following them.  

 

The head and the tail cut off with one swing of the sword. All of the culture here is corrupt with 

pervasive godlessness - evil abounds - they all speak folly. Senselessness. His anger has not 

turned away…  

 

Provoking anger in their disunity and self-worship. Wickedness burns like a fire, consuming 

everyone in its way. No one spares another - everyone for themselves. Those meant to be 

brothers waging war. They consume the right, then the left and end up eating their own arm out 

of the ignorance of self.  

 

“You do you.” Even if “me doing me” means I get to kill you along the way because you irk me. 

Individualism to the extreme - backbiting.  

 

For this, his anger has not turned away.  

 

It is also provoked here by injustice. By working oppression. Rejecting the needy. Reserving 

justice only for those who rule. Robbing the poor of rights.  

 

A people called to care for the widow and the orphan exploiting and preying upon them. Nothing 

left but to align with prisoners, to fall among the slain.  

 

Judgment comes at the hand of God. In his anger he uses Assyria - a godless nation to conquer a 

godless nation.  

 

Even Assyria is judged for their arrogance and will succumb to the anger of God with a wasting 

disease.  

 

For this his anger has not turned away.  

 

It all seems far off historically - and these are not the exclusive sources of God’s anger but 

representative of even how we live today - provoking anger.  

● Arrogance in self-actualization.  

● Rejection of God - ignoring or scripting God to agree with everything we think up.  

● Self as god - no humility or care for others.  



● Injustice… OH MY!  

 

Looking to all these attitudes… as if they are real life… only to find death.  

 

We aren’t far off from this. Just as deserving of an experience of God’s anger as Israel, Judah, 

Assyria... 

 

Romans 2:5 “But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for 

yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.” (ESV) 

 

“Your wickedness makes you as it were heavy as lead, and to tend downwards with great weight 

and pressure towards hell; and if God should let you go, you would immediately sink and swiftly 

descend and plunge into the bottomless gulf, and your healthy constitution, and your own care 

and prudence, and best contrivance, and all your righteousness, would have no more influence 

to uphold you and keep you out of hell, than a spider’s web would have to stop a falling rock. 

Were it not for the sovereign pleasure of God, the earth would not bear you one moment; for you 

are a burden to it; the creation groans with you; the creature is made subject to the bondage of 

your corruption, not willingly; the sun does not willingly shine upon you to give you light to 

serve sin and Satan; the earth does not willingly yield her increase to satisfy your lusts; nor is it 

willingly a stage for your wickedness to be acted upon; the air does not willingly serve you for 

breath to maintain the flame of life in your vitals, while you spend your life in the service of 

God’s enemies.” Jonathan Edwards  

 

“The Times once sent out an inquiry to famous authors, asking the question, “What’s wrong with 

the world today?” and Chesterton responded simply, 

 

“Dear Sir,  I am. 

Yours, G.K. Chesterton.” 

 

If I am what is wrong with the world, how do I live? Is there a way of life, a way out of the anger 

of God? 

 

Isaiah 10:3 “What will you do on the day of punishment, in the ruin that will come from afar? 

To whom will you flee for help, and where will you leave your wealth? (ESV) 

 

3) Satisfying Anger  

 

Embedded here in the judgment against Israel there is again a promise of help.  

 

Isaiah 10:20–22 “In that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob will 

no more lean on him who struck them, but will lean on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in 

truth. [21] A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God. [22] For though your 



people Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will return. Destruction is 

decreed, overflowing with righteousness.” (ESV) 

 

10:25 “For in a very little while my fury will come to an end…” (ESV) 10:27 “And in that day his 

burden will depart from your shoulder, and his yoke from your neck; and the yoke will be 

broken...” (ESV) 

 

God himself will satisfy his anger. Those made faithful will remain.  

 

"That remnant will return to a genuine and lasting trust in the Lord and will dwell in the perfect 

and final “promised land..." by Andrew M. Davis 

 

This remnant shall return because of the child born. Because of Immanuel. The Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world.  

 

He is the only way to the love of God.  

 

John 14:6 “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.” (ESV) 

 

While he is the exclusive way… it is a way we are all invited to.  

 

Matthew 11:28–30 “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

[29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. [30] For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (ESV) 

 

The only satisfaction of the anger of God is God himself.  

 

And even in the face of provocation that deserves anger - just anger - he proclaims that relief is 

on its way. That for eternity there will be covering, a way of meeting the wrath against sin. To 

solve what we earned with the blood of another, the blood of his very Son.  

 

God’s mercy and God’s anger meet at the cross. Mercy wins. God is so cool.  

 

“This is the ultimate good news: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” 1 Timothy 

1:15. Because of Christ, God can rightly call sinners justified (Romans 3:26). God has done what 

we could not do, and he has done what we didn’t deserve.” J. Schuermann 

 

Romans 3:23–25 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [24] and are justified 

by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, [25] whom God put forward 

as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, 

because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. (ESV) 

 



 

1 John 2:1–2 “we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. [2] He is the 

propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. (ESV) 

 

"The consistent teaching of this chapter and of the Bible is that only God can turn his own wrath 

away. But the magnificent good news of the gospel is that God has provided in Jesus Christ a 

refuge to which we can run and hide! Jesus Christ is the propitiation (satisfaction) for our sins 

(Rom 3: 25; 1 John 2: 2); he is the one who drank the bitter cup of God’s wrath (Matt 26: 39). 

(We) Flee to him! Escape to him! Christ is the only refuge, the only hiding place from the coming 

wrath." Andrew M. Davis 

 

What a glorious refuge indeed! At belief in him, there is security, salvation, real life, and never 

an ounce of fear of the anger that has been covered by his sacrifice in our place.  

 

Psalm 5:11–12 “But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy, and spread 

your protection over them, that those who love your name may exult in you. [12] For you bless 

the righteous, O LORD; you cover him with favor as with a shield.” (ESV) 

 

In that refuge we live, the only way to live, relying on him in humility, unity, pursuing justice 

and exposing our dependence on him, not to earn salvation but because we have been given it.  

 

What was wrong has been fixed and things are being made right.  

 

And this is all we have to offer… not modestly better strategies for life, not temporary 

resolutions, or better thoughts about yourself. All we have is Christ.  

 

The One Way.  

 

At this, his anger has turned away…  

 

 

What now? 

 

We don’t remain like Israel… we don’t remain under the anger of God... 

 

Repent - Own it. Turn instead to Jesus. Leave a life of provoking God’s anger and instead 

experience his grace as a gift.  

 

“And now you have an extraordinary opportunity, a day wherein Christ has thrown the door of 

mercy wide open, and stands in calling and crying with a loud voice to poor sinners; a day 

wherein many are flocking to him, and pressing into the kingdom of God.” Jonathan Edwards 

 

Run to him.  



Live - under the care and covering of Jesus. Empowered by his Holy Spirit which dwells in you. 

Live from his grace, in his grace. As citizens of his kingdom.  

 

“The petty dreams of earth’s little tyrants shrivel before the majesty of the kingdom of God...now 

realized for those who know Jesus Christ.” — Edmund Clowney 

 

May we realize it all the more for his glory!  

 

 

The only satisfaction of the anger of God is God himself.  

 

 

The question is answered. How do we live? After and under Immanuel. Free from the chains 

that held us, absolved of the wrong we have done, fully alive in Christ!  

 

Charles Wesley rightly exulted in this good news and so can we: 

 

And can it be that I should gain 

An interest in the Saviour’s blood? 

Died he for me, who caused his pain! 

For me, who him to death pursued? 

Amazing love! How can it be 

That thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

[and now I live for you] 


