
 LARSEN FAMILY
Update & Support Letter



UPDATE

Hey Everyone, as the end of the year 
approaches we thought it would be 
great to send out an update as well as 
invite you into what God has been 
doing.  This year has had many ups and 
downs yet we have seen Gods loving 
hand lead us through it all. We left San 
Diego in June this year as God opened 
a door for us to come join a sister 
church, Southlands Church in Orange 
County. We have been in partnership 
with this church through the larger 
Advance church planting network for a 
few years. Southlands welcomed us in 
and brought Matt on as a Resident 
Church Planter. Moving from close 
friends in San Diego was hard on 
everyone. We often talk about how 
much we loved and miss our home, 
friends and all the good things God had 
built up around us. 

This new chapter has brought growth for 
all of us and a deeper faith in our 
heavenly father. This is the first move 
the kids are old enough to understand 
and remember and the Lord has been 
good to show them that when we step 
out in faith and obedience he will meet 
our needs. One way the Lord has met 
us recently is that a home has opened 
up for us that is close to the Southlands 
community.  As of December 1, we now 
live in the city of Fullerton. The girls 
have loved riding their scooters in the 
neighborhood. Danielle has been able 
to connect with other homeschooling 
moms and start a homeschooling moms 

group. Maverick has now started 
walking and Matt has taken up stand-up 
paddleboard surfing with some of the 
men at Southlands. The people of 
Southlands have been so welcoming 
and loved us so well in this transition. As 
we’ve landed Matt has been able to 
preach, be apart of staff and leadership 
meetings, help organize and facilitate 
the North American Conference for the 
Advance network and lead a trial 
theology course for the network as well 
as working part-time for Sprout’s 
Farmers Market. 

In this season God has rekindled a 
desire to church plant. He has been so 
kind to us as we have had others 
around us affirm and encourage us in 
this. We deeply desire to see more 
people meet Jesus, understand his 
mission and the purpose of his church, 
and then faithfully live as gospel 
representatives where they live, work, 
and play.

So far, we have been blessed to be able 
to have this opportunity and residency 
through the generous financial gift given 
to us by our church in San Diego, Red 
Door. One hurdle ahead of us is at the 
end of February 2019, these finances 
will run out. We believe the Lord is not 
done with us yet and in continuing this 
residency will allow us to grow, serve, 
care for the people of Southlands and 
prepare us for what God has in the 
future. 



GOSPEL PATRON 
What does it mean to be a Gospel Patron and do we see this in scripture? A gospel patron 
is someone who is invested and involved in another person's ministry to help them 
proclaim the gospel.

We see that even Jesus had Gospel Patrons. In Luke 8:1-3 we see three women who 
were “with Him” also “provided for them out of their means.” Which means they were 
involved and invested in Jesus’ ministry. 

Behind every great movement of God stand a few generous men and women called 
Gospel Patrons. They have an incredible role in resourcing, partnering and strategizing 
with those who proclaim the gospel to fuel amazing works of God. Join with us to serve 
the purposes of God in our generation! 

WHATS NEXT 
Southlands has a beautiful God story and has become home for us. Our desire over the 
next year is to become even more saturated in Southlands DNA and leadership.  This is 
key in preparing us for the journey ahead. We want to be deeply invested in and 
committed to Southlands through this season. We see this playing out in two phases. 
Phase one will be continuing to focus on developing, equipping and strengthening our 
leadership while caring for the people as we serve alongside the team at Southlands. In 
the future, phase two will be focusing on church planting with Southlands as our sending 
church.

What we are asking is for you to partner with us to make “phase one” happen. We have 
faith the Lord could raise up gospel patrons for this partnership.

SOUTHLANDS STORY 
Southlands meets in four cities across the “South Land” on Sunday mornings. Southlands 
is “one church, multiple communities,” with more areas of convergence than divergence.  
Since 2014, Southlands has launched a community in Fullerton, followed by Whittier in 
2015, and Chino in 2017. In 2016, they also planted an autonomous church, One Light, in 
Chang Rai, Thailand. As part of the Advance church planting network, they maintain close 
partnerships with numerous churches across America and throughout the world. 

In their first century of existence, Southlands has been rooted in Southern California but 
burdened for the nations. In continuity with their past and full of faith for the future, they 
desire to see lives transformed by the gospel both locally and globally. They seek to 
faithfully live out the Great Commission until Jesus returns for his church.  For more info 
on Southlands click HERE.

NEXT CHAPTER

http://southlands.net/our-story/
http://southlands.net/our-story/


PRAYER 
The second way to become a gospel patron is through committing to pray for us through 
this next year. Prayer is foundational to who we are and what we are trying to accomplish. 
We ask that you would consider praying with us and for us. There is much spiritual 
opposition and financial strain that is involved with our journey. We understand not 
everyone can support us financially, praying for us is one way to take part in what we are 
doing. 

PARTNER WITH US

$1000

$500

$250

$150

$100

$50

$25

TOTAL:               28 GIVERS              $51,900

GIVE 
The first way you can become a gospel patron is by supporting us financially.  What your 
partnership does through phase one, is keep Matt on as a Resident Church Planter with 
Southlands. This will give him the essential equipping, support and care that’s needed. 
Matt will continue working one day a week with Sprouts to receive medical, dental and 
vision benefits for the family. What we are asking is a 1-year commitment to sustain our 
living expenses. Please consider being a Gospel Patron and partnering with us.

GOAL 
Our goal is to raise $4,325 a month by March 15th, which is a total of $51,900 over a year. 
Below you can see what we need to reach our goal. 

HOW TO PARTNER

1) Click HERE to give - create an 
account
2) Once you logged in, click on the 
“Giving” tab in the portal (last one on 
the right next to events)
3) Click on "Click Here to Give Now”
4) Fill out fields choosing "Missionary 
Support" in the drop-down menu and 
then write "Matt Larsen" in the 
"Comments" field.
5) If you set up online payments, please 
do so through your bank account not on 
credit card if possible, as there is a 
percent charge for credit cards. 
6) By mail: Southlands Church
2950 E Imperial Hwy, Brea, CA 92821 - 
(please write "Matt Larsen Support" in 
the memo line)

As a Resident with Southlands, all 
financial gifts will be sent to the church. 
This will provide financial accountability 
and a tax-deductible status.

https://southlands.net/login
https://southlands.net/login

