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Luke 22:66-23:25

The Innocent Son of Man will change your world.

You guys know I am big on smells… so let’s talk about food.

The taste and smell of food, delicious food, is amazing. And what makes it

amazing is the right ingredients in the right amount.

Now, let me go on a rant about fake sugar, there is no appropriate substitute for

sugar! We once had a sweet lady in our small group that would always bring

desserts, they were always, different. Made of vegetables!

“You can hardly taste the avocados or the chickpeas…” Like sweet people

chopping onions really small so I would notice them in a meal… when the

ingredients are wrong, you notice… or at least you should.

Faith can be similar. People are always looking for ways to change the recipe - a

dash of this here, removal of that over here… Some of the concoctions taste and

smell awful - nothing like they are supposed to be.

This is the same type of environment that Jesus came into. People getting the

recipe wrong. Who had grown accustomed to the flavor but didn’t realize it was

killing them.

For the religious elite, Jesus’ whole ministry has been like an episode of Iron

Chef. Competitors with the same key ingredient but what they do with it

determines if they win. The fruit of Jesus’ ministry, the sweet and savory message

of the kingdom, the heat of a Savior who came to die - these are the things our

palates are meant to crave. The smells are meant to brighten our eyes.

It’s what’s at stake in our text.

This week in men’s Bible study we came across an early Christian creed. A song, a

refrain, a poem that defined their faith in Jesus. For our purposes today, let’s

imagine we are pulling in essential ingredients for our creed. Baking up a creed.



What must we know of Jesus to have hope, to have our world changed. From our

text there are two.

Context: Jesus has been arrested in the garden and is now on trial. First in the

religious court, then before the governing authorities.

We see why he will be killed. The upside-down justice that gives us life and hope.

Jesus is the Son of Man

We have mentioned this name before in our study of Luke’s Gospel. It does not

mean that Jesus is human - which he fully is. But this title is Jesus laying claim

on an old prophetic promise.

Daniel 7:13–14 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of

heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and

was presented before him. [14] And to him was given dominion and glory and a

kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion

is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that

shall not be destroyed.” (ESV)

This is how Jesus chooses to describe himself.

“Son of Man was Jesus’ awesome title of choice. No one had given the title to him.

Sometime in the process of Jesus’ coming into his full messianic consciousness,

Jesus read of the divine being in Daniel 7:13—“one like a son of man”—who came

on the clouds of Heaven, and to whom the Ancient of Days gave “glory and a

kingdom” and also “everlasting dominion” (Daniel 7:14), and he said, “This is

me!” Jesus began to use Son of Man as a substitute for the personal pronoun “I.”

The Gospels have eighty-two instances of its use, mostly on the lips of Jesus. Son

of man encapsulated how Jesus saw himself!” Hughes

“When the day came…” The Sanhedrin, the religious council convenes and they

bring Jesus before them and ask the essential question.

“If you are the Christ, tell us.”



Christ = Messiah. The long-hoped-for king in the line of David. A savior to make

things right, to redeem God’s people.

Others had come claiming to be the Christ, but all of them had proven to not be.

The posture then of the council was to reject those claiming to be the Christ.

Situational rejection, conditioned to disbelieve.

Discounting the divinity of Jesus… there is no new heresy!

Their rejection is also because they had grown accustomed to the way things

were.

We have seen it before. Pharisees warping law to benefit themselves and to keep

others down. There is a comfort with the status quo and if the ancient promise is

here, nothing will stay the same…

How many of you like change? We get settled and familiar and don’t like when we

have to learn new things or experience a different environment. We get it.

Churches are the worst! There is an old story of a pastor moving the piano just

one inch a week to the other side of the platform so no one would notice and

complain!

So these elites, the ones in charge, like the current situation. They also knew this

would be an offense to the reigning authority.

That Caesar was “Lord of Lords” and if one came claiming to be above Caesar, no

doubt Rome would rid us of his and the status quo would truck along.

And Jesus answers. “If I tell you, you will not believe, and if I ask you, you will

not answer.”

They have had the opportunity to decide and he knows their motives. But it is still

a vital question.

Luke 9:18–20 “Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples

were with him. And he asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” [19] And

they answered, “John the Baptist. But others say, Elijah, and others, that one of



the prophets of old has risen.” [20] Then he said to them, “But who do you say

that I am?” And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” (ESV)

You will not answer… “But from now on the Son of Man shall be seated at the

right hand of the power of God.”

People will say that Jesus never claimed to be God. He answers the question by

upping the stakes - He reigns over all things.

“Jesus claims to have authority equal to God’s. The council seems to be judging

Jesus, but as the one who sits at God’s right hand, he will judge them.” TS

“Are you the Son of God then? “ You say that I am.” This is like saying “you’ve got

it!”

The first refrain in our creed is “who do we say that Jesus is?”

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people

often say about Him: I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I

don’t accept his claim to be God. That is the one thing we must not say. A man

who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great

moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who says

he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your

choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or

something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him

as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not

come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He

has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.” ― C.S. Lewis, Mere

Christianity

Jesus is either a liar, a lunatic, or he really is Lord!

Their world would change in light of this truth.

Where maybe they would be okay with a Savior to rescue them from external

threats, Jesus comes as Lord to rule over everything, even their hearts.



We do this. “Jesus be this for us… but not that… don’t change that much.” So like

the Sanhedrin, we take the ingredients we can control and whip up a batch of

nasty.

Some of us read Titus this week in our NT in a Year plan. And I am struck how

much the message applies to us, to our context. A bunch of Cretans run the

church, quick to monetize Christianity for their own gain. Abusive leaders. Liars.

Our God doesn’t lie though… and the fix to the trouble is submitting to the Son of

Man, living before him. It’s radical. Changes your world. Shifts the voices you

listen to. The place you find refreshing. The things you hope in. The death of the

status quo.

And the chief priests, the elders, the officers, and even the crowd on that day

could not handle it.

And it’s all they need to have Jesus killed.

They take Jesus before Pilate.

Jesus is Innocent

Do we need Jesus to be anything other than God? The Son of Man?

This is why his lordship works. He brings what we need. His innocence is the

second ingredient in our creed.

Pilate - the Roman governor - usually at the coast, is in Jerusalem for the

Passover festival. Crowds are big and Jewish sentiment is high so the peace has to

be kept. What better way than having a few executions?!

“The whole company brought him before Pilate.”

They accuse Jesus:

1. Misleading our nation

2. Forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar

3. Saying he himself is Christ, a king



All accusations are false. He has been calling the nation to what is right (and

hasn’t been national about it). He told the crowds to render to Caesar what was

his. And he never used the title king.

So Pilate asks if he is the king of the Jews and Jesus answers “you have said so.”

Even against these accusations, Pilate finds “no guilt in this man.”

Pilate then sees an opportunity for an out since Jesus is Galilean, sends him to

Herod who has jurisdiction. He also was in Jerusalem for the Passover and he

long desired to see Jesus.

  Luke 9:7–9 “Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was happening, and

he was perplexed, because it was said by some that John had been raised from

the dead, [8] by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one of the

prophets of old had risen. [9] Herod said, “John I beheaded, but who is this about

whom I hear such things?” And he sought to see him.” (ESV)

Herod questions but Jesus won’t even speak to him.

Vehement accusation and they treated him with contempt, mocking him and

arraying Jesus in splendid clothing to ramp up the accusation before Pilate that

Jesus was king of the Jews. But he finds no guilt in him.

Luke 23:14–16 “and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was

misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I did not find

this man guilty of any of your charges against him. [15] Neither did Herod, for he

sent him back to us. Look, nothing deserving death has been done by him. [16] I

will therefore punish and release him.” (ESV)

Accusations don’t work so they stir up the crowd.

Gives us a clear picture of what the Son of Man’s reign delivers.

Barabbas, the insurgent murderer is set free and the innocent Jesus takes his

place.



Now, if Jesus was merely a man. An innocent man, his substitution would have

been effective only for Barabbas. One life for another. There are all kinds of

situations where we could replicate this.

But in his divinity, as the Son of Man, as God himself, his innocent sacrifice, his

substitution is effective for all who will believe in him. For the sins of the world.

Because is the innocent Son of Man, we can say:

We then are Barabbas.

Sacrifice in the Temple, to absolve the sin of the people, was always with a

spotless lamb. A perfect sacrifice. Here is our spotless lamb, innocent. Perfect for

us.

1 John 3:5 “You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him

there is no sin.” (ESV)

1 Peter 1:17–20 “And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially

according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time

of your exile, [18] knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited

from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, [19] but

with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.

[20] He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made

manifest in the last times for the sake of you” (ESV)

“...seen through the stressing of Jesus’ innocence and Barabbas’s guilt, Luke is

leading us sinners, in his careful telling of the story, to identify in this significant

way with Barabbas. As Jesus’ condemnation leads to the release of a multitude of

spiritual captives from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation, so also his death

sentence leads to the release of the physical captive Barabbas. It’s a foretaste of

the grace that will be unleashed at the cross.

“Jesus is manifestly innocent. Barabbas is clearly guilty—just as we also are

clearly guilty before God. Rebels deserving death. Romans 3:23 says it’s not a few

of us, or even many of us, but all of us who “have sinned and fall short of the glory

of God.” And Romans 6:23 tells us that “the wages of sin is death.”



So as Pilate releases Barabbas the guilty, and delivers over to death Jesus the

innocent, we have here a picture of our own release effected by the cross through

faith. In Barabbas we have a glimpse of our guilt deserving death, and a preview

of the arresting grace of Jesus and his embrace of the cross through which we are

set free.” David Mathis

This is how our world is changed. All of the charges against us are dropped.

“The innocent one dies for the guilty, that freedom and forgiveness come through

the atoning death of Jesus.” TS

Romans 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in

Christ Jesus.” (ESV)

This changes how we face life, the struggles, the circumstances, the choices we

make.

And because it is the One seated at the right hand of the power of God who gave

himself for us - everything changes.

Our past is settled, our present has purpose, and our future is secure.

If completes our creed… God himself, the promised Son of Man gives his

perfection, his innocence so that we can approach his glory so that we can

experience his grace. And our existence is forever changed.

The question is, do we want this?

Even in Jesus’ trial there is this call to surrender control over the status quo… it

doesn’t work for you anyway! And an invitation to put on his righteousness, to

walk free as those made new, made saints by his innocent blood.

“If you are not a believer, if you presently like to listen to God’s Word, if you have

a reverence and fear for God, do not be content to simply go on hearing his

words—do what his words call you to do! If you go on hearing the gospel but

neglect it, you invite a fog over your eyes that in time will shut out all the light.



Respond now while the gospel impresses you, for a day may come when it no

longer does.”

For believers, don’t fence off areas of your life where the Son of Man can’t reign.

The innocent One gave all of himself, to shape all of you. Let him have every

square inch.

The Innocent Son of Man will change your world.

Shall we live from this creed?!

These are the ingredients that make the meal. The Messiah ransoming sinners for

something so much better than the same old.

Let’s endeavor to live in light of this.

Recently someone close to me made cookies, but they didn’t pay careful attention

to the measurement of the ingredients and they learned the importance of having

the right ingredients in the right amount.

Over and over again we are invited to make sure the measurements are right, that

the ingredients are correct. When they are, our world changes forever.

May we get it right by the keeping of the Spirit and may we learn to savor the

work of the innocent Son of Man for us.


