
Sermon on Luke 2:22-38 prepared by Jonathan Shradar 

 

Christmas Sunday! We all have different traditions when it comes to Christmas - but most of 

them involve gifts. Some of us have submitted our Christmas lists to parents or to Santa weeks 

ago and now we are waiting for delivery of what we hope to have.  

 

Some even as we speak have presents under the tree - not allowed to shake - look with your eyes! 

Now just mere days away the anticipation is reaching its highest point… the excitement of what 

is to come when we unwrap what is sure to be hatchimals, L.O.L. Surprise dolls, Lego sets, a 

Funko Pop action figure, that new drone, an Apple Watch, computer, or Tesla with a bow on it…  

 

We enjoy this kind of anticipation because it leads somewhere good. But this presents-focused 

anticipation is so temporary and really so small in the scheme of life.  

 

We are actually meant for something deeper - hearts focused toward more cosmic or bigger 

things. Worth, purpose, identity, and redemption (making things right).  

 

Advent reorients us toward that - something long-expected. The deeper thing of life being made 

right.  

 

Those that have seen his salvation wait for Jesus in worship.  

 

Luke 2:22-38  

 

Those that have seen his salvation wait for Jesus in worship. 

 

So what has happened in the story? The gloriously good thing that has taken place… Jesus has 

been born. Mary, the innocent and obedient girl and her husband Joseph have been visited by 

an angel telling them that the Holy Spirit would conceive in Mary a baby destined to be the 

savior of the world and they would name him Jesus - Yeshua - God saves.  

 

Caesar Agustus called for a census and the couple came to Bethlehem to be counted and 

welcome to the world the baby boy. Nowhere to stay Mary goes into labor among the animals 

and the first throne for this new King is a manger, a feeding bucket filled with hay.  

 

Shepherds made haste to see this child, Christ the Lord. A glorious scene, earthy, real, but 

changing the story of humanity forever.  

 

Nothing of the marvel has worn off - but this family is living into what is still to come - 

continued obedience and trusting in the promise of the Lord. So they head to Jerusalem to 

dedicate Jesus, the first born, to God.  

 



While in the Temple, the place to worship God, we meet in the story two faithful, old saints that 

have been waiting - as if before presents under the tree - and we are looking to see how they did 

it, hoping it will shape how we move on from Advent, the Christmas time of year, still waiting, 

still hoping for something final and complete.  

 

1) Live Clinging to the Promise  

 

Do you know the old story? Of humanity’s origin, our creation in a garden full of life and all we 

need. But how our first parents decided to disobey God and eat from the wrong tree, a piece of 

fruit that would contaminate all of history, every human being.  

 

Even in that moment, God makes a promise, to not give up on people, to begin a plan to crush 

the head of the serpent, and to walk with them once again. People multiply and fill the earth and 

eventually, God chooses for himself a specific family. To give the promise of restoration vivid 

living color. It’s a story full of judges and kings, traveling and a temple, prophets and many other 

things. But all along the way, the people, and all of humanity walk with a limp, unable to be 

perfect, missing the point.  

 

But God is faithful to promise resolution. A new king, born in Bethlehem, that will forgive the 

sins of the world. All revelation leads here - every word of promise finds their yes in this child. 

Some keep longing for redemption, the few who believe.  

 

Here the remnant has faces and names, Simeon and Anna.  

 

We don’t know much of anything about Simeon or Anna. Only the words that describe them 

here. He righteous, devout and filled by the Holy Spirit. She a prophetess (speaking the words of 

God) and fervently holding on staying in the Temple waiting on the Lord.  

 

More than ordinary, they won’t be deterred from waiting. They have heard the promise of 

forgiveness, of being redeemed, claimed and set free from the slavery of sin and oppression of 

the world. Waiting.  

 

Experiencing occupation of pagan nations, apostasy (rejection of God), the troubles of life  - still, 

they wait. They know they can’t produce the salvation of Israel - it has to come from outside of 

them. Kept by the Spirit and the promise they have.  

 

“Lives like these are rare. Such longing is not in vogue today. The ideal modern-day man sees 

himself as fulfilling Hemingway’s line, “You’re the completest man I’ve ever known.” He needs 

nothing, no one, not even God—or so he thinks. We need to ask God to show us our 

insufficiency.” Simeon and Anna are incomplete without the Messiah, without Jesus. So they 

hold on to the only thing they have and won’t let go until it comes through.  

 

 



“Hope deferred makes the heart sick, says Solomon, but when the desire is fulfilled, it is a tree of 

life. His desire was come; he saw his salvation... he saw it, according to God’s Word.” John 

Donne 

 

With trembling arms, Simeon lifted the fat, dimpled baby from the startled virgin, and for a 

moment the world ceased to turn. The man of God was, as the early church called him, 

Theodoches—God-receiver! He experienced God. 

 

2) Experience the Consolation  

 

“Simeon… waiting for the consolation of Israel…” This is what they - and deep down what all of 

humanity has been waiting for - a Messiah - a Savior, a comforter.  

 

The consolation of Israel!  

 

When I was a kid, not everyone got an award for participation, but if you came in last there was 

sometimes a consolation prize… comfort received after a loss or disappointment. Like putting an 

arm around your friend who just fell or is sad.  

 

A broken and beat-down Israel needs this comfort. Humanity broken by sin and wandering 

without hope needs this comfort. “Consolation” (Gk. paraklēsis) is the hope that God would 

come to rescue and comfort his people. Others also eagerly waited with a similar expectation, 

and Luke’s expression ties in with the wording of messianic prophecies in Isaiah. This hope 

involves salvation (Luke 2:30), the “forgiveness of … sins” (1:77), and the saving of the lost…” 

 

Hundreds of years of waiting… full lives of expectation and He has arrived.  

 

Have you ever been so happy you just break out into song?! That’s what Simeon does. He holds 

up Jesus and sings. “My eyes have seen your salvation, that you have prepared in the presence of 

all peoples, a light of revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”  

 

Salvation - saved from the burden of sin, and favor expanded beyond one group of people to 

everyone. Forgiveness has come, there is finally a spotless lamb to take away the sins of the 

world.  

 

Ultimate comfort. Things are being resolved. There is a path back to the garden. Safety is 

redefined and given to those that believe in this new King. The deepest things about us, identity, 

desire, purpose, all reclaimed by this Prince of Peace.  

 

Won’t be an easy road. Simeon even prophesies that this child “is appointed for the fall and 

rising of many… and a sign that is opposed (a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so 

that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”  

 



There will be suffering along the way but hearts will ultimately be revealed - laid bare before God 

- trusting in him for salvation or rejecting him and being judged.  

 

The consolation of Israel is the good news of great joy. That Jesus came to live in perfect 

obedience before God (something we could never do) and become the sacrifice for us, to cover 

our sin, and give us his righteousness, and the power of new life given in his resurrection.  

 

From the manger to the cross and the empty grave. Jesus, Christ the Lord, does it all.  

 

And the response to the experience of this comfort, the consolation, is worship. Simeon sings, 

blessing God. Anna keeps on worshiping with fasting and prayer, telling all who were waiting for 

Jesus. And Mary and Joseph marvel once again at what is said of this child.  

 

Their waiting turns into worship.  

 

I find it fascinating that Simeon, the faithful waiter, has such a joyful response. Holding just a 

baby, not a ruler, not a wealthy prince. But a child with believing but poor parents. He doesn’t 

hear the teaching of Jesus. He doesn’t see the cross.  

 

But somehow he knows he will benefit from the resurrection - from all that this child will do. He 

worships already what is not yet.  

 

Now, what about us - we have seen his salvation. We know how this story goes. Even in the most 

innocent and young among us, we have a sense of where Christmas leads. To the ministry of 

Jesus and the good news of redemption through his blood.  

 

Those of us who have put our faith in Christ, who believe what the Bible says of him, experience 

the consolation, the comfort of being rescued, made children of God. But we wait for his final 

return - this is advent, waiting anew for Jesus - for completion of what he began with the 

bringing of the Kingdom of God.  

 

Even for those that know salvation, waiting for the renewal of all things can be difficult. “A 

prison cell, in which one waits, hopes - and is completely dependent on the fact that the door of 

freedom has to be opened from the outside, is not a bad picture of Advent” Bonhoeffer.  

 

We long for this day: Isaiah 25:8 “He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will 

wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the 

earth, for the LORD has spoken.” (ESV) 

 

Even so, can we live like Simeon and Anna, can we wonder like Mary and Joseph in our own 

experience of the consolation of Christ? 

 

 



3) Worship in Our Waiting 

 

This type of life is hinted at by Anna - she kept worshiping. We think she could have been more 

than a hundred-years-old. She makes her residence the place where God dwells. She goes on 

worshiping and it is ramped up when this baby arrives.  

 

You will worship while you wait anyway, but it matters what you worship and what you are 

waiting for! 

 

They worship in the hope of redemption - of the bad things being undone and everything being 

made right. We worship from the experience of it in Christ.  

 

All of life as worship - sure I mean the singing and raising of hands… but I also mean the way in 

which you take out the trash. Living unto the Lord. Pursuing joy that can only be found in Jesus. 

Valuing what he values. Loving what he loves. Blessing God with our words, our actions, our 

hearts as families, and as a collection of believers in the church.  

 

Titus 2:11–14 “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, [12] 

training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, 

and godly lives in the present age, [13] waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of 

our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, [14] who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 

lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good 

works.” (ESV) 

 

Clinging to the promise of Christ. “True peace comes only when we, like Simeon, understand 

that salvation is Jesus plus nothing—and rest our souls in him alone.” 

 

Living in wonder at the goodness of God toward us…with a healthy sense of spiritual need and 

hunger... that we could find forgiveness, identity, purpose, ultimate worth in him. 

 

Worship with longing, for the Lord to act now and to finally return. To bring healing, 

reconciliation, transformation in our lives.  

 

A longing that isn’t alone. Jesus has promised to be with us in our waiting - with us always until 

the end of the age. Realize in the filling of the Holy Spirit, our helper, comforter.  

 

This worship while waiting also means bringing hope to others. Like Anna speaking of him to all 

who were waiting.  

 

Our Advent is always. Living, worshiping in anticipation of what is to come, who he is making us 

into because we have experienced what Jesus has already done.  



This Christmas let’s cling to the promise of God’s Word, let’s find Jesus in it and be hungry for it. 

Let’s experience Jesus as our consolation, our comfort this King that cares for you. And let us 

worship him with every fiber of our existence.  

 

Those that have seen his salvation wait for Jesus in worship.  

 

Friends believe this good news of great joy. If you find yourself in the prison of captivity to sin 

and disregard of God, the Savior has come to set you free. Believe in him.  

 

If you feel the angst of waiting, knowing salvation but longing for transformation and final 

restoration, hold on. He promised to return and his word is true.  

You’re not finished yet…  

 

I think of the old Cathedrals of Europe and those waiting for their completion. One in Cologne, 

Germany - took 632 years to complete. We can’t imagine a building campaign that long! They 

worshiped around it, under partially complete sections… and watched it take shape. Generations 

of people waiting. Since the last stone was placed then generations more have come to worship. 

It stands as a testament to waiting, just as we do, headed somewhere and pointing the way.  

 

May we hold this Savior King close and worship him while we wait.  

 

Merry Christmas!  

 


