
Sermon on Matthew 2:1-12 prepared by Jonathan Shradar  

 

‘Tis the season to bow to the king.  

 

Matthew 2:1–12 “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 

king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, [2] saying, “Where is he who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” [3] 

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; [4] and 

assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ 

was to be born. [5] They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

 

[6] “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 

[7] Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 

the star had appeared. [8] And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for 

the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 

[9] After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen 

when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. [10] 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. [11] And going into the house, 

they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening 

their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. [12] And being warned 

in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.” (ESV) 

 

‘Tis the season to bow to the king.  

 

The Church exists for significant things. For the glory of Christ. Things that are life and death, 

deeply rooted in the fabric of humanity. When this group of people come together, the actual 

body of Christ, it is the significant things that unite us, that forge us into a family. And it it the 

significant things we are meant to remind each other every day… as long as it is called today. 

 

We need that reminder. Honestly, we spend most of our weeks preoccupied with relatively 

insignificant things... Think of this last week. What were the things that took your time, that 

took your focus? What did you try to make perfect? What conversation with your spouse did you 

stew over? What left you worried? How long did you stand in line for a grocery store to open… or 

a movie to premiere... 

 

Maybe we should ask a different question to get at our preoccupation of insignificant things; 

have we reveled in the incarnation this week? That God would condescend to US and arrive as 

King for us?!  

 



Have we marveled in it... even for a moment in the frenetic reality of our lives... the list that 

needs to be done, the gifts that must be purchased (hoping they deliver in time), the parties that 

must be attended... the work schedule, the school schedule... that damn empty feeling like we 

are missing out on something but we don’t have an ounce of room to add anything to our lives… 

 

Or did we instead, slay the things that got in the way? Did all these insignificant things fight 

back if they were not attended to? 

 

This is what Christmas is for, sadly this is something we can miss, it is the gentle reminder of 

significant things, the most awesome of things; that God himself would come… into the 

exhaustion, the loneliness, the pain, and begin to undo it. To win for himself a people. This 

glorious news, God reveals his son and extends salvation to the nations.  

 

This is the reminder of Matthew 2 this morning. And the comforting news of a king for all people 

has with it the tension between lesser kingdoms. As we gather round the tree and sing merrily, 

we have a choice before us, to whom shall we bow? 

 

This is the journey of wise men from afar. Pagan astrologers from the east. A star beckons them 

to come - to meet the great King.  

 

Their adventure, and what happens along the way, tells us a lot of how God works and even what 

he invites us into when we believe in Jesus.  

 

1) Jesus is King for all people  

 

God made a promise to crush the serpent, to right what was wrong. This promise grew, it 

included new promises, that a certain people would be set apart from other nations. That Israel 

would be a kingdom of priests mediating to the rest of the world God’s character as merciful and 

forgiving (Ex. 19:6).  

 

So how, as this promise rolled on, the Magi, these wise men, have heard of the great Christ 

comet that would point to a new forever King. They have seen it and have come to worship him, 

the King of the Jews.  

 

These men indicate the beginning of the multinational blessing’s fulfillment. These were not lost 

sages of Israel that had been uprooted and settled somewhere else. These were unclean, 

non-covenantal people. They shouldn’t be worshiping the King of the Jews.  

 

This is good news for most of us, because we more related to the Magi than Israel. We are the 

unexpected bunch, the misfits.  

 



But God initiates and puts the star in the sky. He draws them to himself. They respond freely, 

not forced - this is how it always happens. The find Jesus, they bow before him, and they give 

gifts - not to earn his favor but because he is favored. They rejoiced exceedingly with great joy!  

 

They had met the promised King - and his stature didn’t dissuade them, that he was an infant. 

He was bringing forth a new kingdom, he was set to reign forever - there are no others like him.  

 

By drawing the Magi, God opens his mercy to us. That we might worship this King. That he 

would be the significant thing in our lives, that we would bow only to him. What grace it is that 

we are invited in.  

 

Carrying the scar of humanity, the disobedience toward God, sin. Our best attempts to get fixed 

fail. And even when we think we have it all together, that thought indicates we are further off.  

No one is too far, too damaged. It is to us, to all people, that Jesus comes to rescue. 

 

But this is when things get messy. When you choose to bow to this King, tension comes, clash of 

kingdoms.  

 

2) Our little lords will despise Him 

 

The Wise Men come to Jerusalem - it is the appropriate place to look for a king. And they 

encounter Herod and his council of priests. The magi ask “where is this new King?”  

 

All of Jerusalem is troubled by the question. Because frankly, you don’t question the current 

king. He is king of the Jews… and he doesn’t take kindly to opposition.  

 

There is something mystical about these Wise Men though, a star has called to them… Herod 

calls the priests and scribes - they guys who would know the promise, who would have studied it. 

And they recite - probably from memory - the prophet Micah. This shepherd of Israel will come 

from Bethlehem.  

 

Like they are playing trivia, they are quick to give an answer but totally miss Christmas. There is 

no desire to go with, to meet the King for themselves. The One they have waited for. The 

promise that all promises point to has come… and there is question of why Herod is asking, no 

attempts to travel the rest of the way. They remain comfortable and confident in their knowledge 

and continue to bow to a lesser king.  

 

And Herod. Oh Herod. The bloody king. With a reputation of eliminating opposition or even 

those that raise a complaint. His narcissism is deep. He tries to scheme to keep control. Don’t let 

the priests and the Wise Men interact… trick them into finding the Christ and then revealing his 

location so that he might remove the threat.  

 

 



His attempts to hold power turns to devastating violence in the murder of children in the hopes 

of killing the Christ.  

 

Herod is a picture of every idol in our lives. Every insignificant thing that acts as sovereign over 

us. They don’t want to give up control, and they will go to any end to keep it… even to violence 

and pain.  

 

Being addicted to work or pornography demands us to bow and worship it, while behind us it 

tries to cut us off from the grace of Christ. Clinging to the opinion others have of you, can feel 

good in the moment but it attempts to rip our true identity in Christ away.  

 

The pursuit of more… money, homes, gadgets, promise to make you happy, but strap you to an 

endless cycle of disappointment.  

 

Jesus didn’t come to be a little lord on your mantel of life. He came as the ruler of the universe, 

over all, for all. He won’t share you.  

 

That’s the point. We give up the rule of our lives to King Jesus 

 

It might get get jarring and violent when we start removing idols, but it is worth it. It is real life. 

It is eternity. It is the worship we were created for.  

 

This is not some tyrant subjecting you to harsh labor, this is a King who came to live in your 

place, a King who give you his robe of righteousness and his inheritance. But he is also not weak.  

 

All the little lords will bow to him…  

 

Philippians 2:8–11 “And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. [9] Therefore God has highly exalted him 

and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, [10] so that at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, [11] and every tongue confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (ESV) 

 

Revelation 11:15 “Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in 

heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 

Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” (ESV) 

 

This is what the promise in the garden predicted. This is what the prophets proclaimed. This is 

what the angels declared. This is what star revealed.  

 

And in our submission, in our belief in this King, we become like him.  

 

 



3) His Kingdom Goes From Us to Others 

 

To some Christianity is merely a get out of jail free card - there is certainly forgiveness of sin… 

but it is also about becoming like Christ. Living as he did, valuing the things he did, holding 

loosely the thing he did.  

 

1 Corinthians 11:1 “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” (ESV) 

 

Ephesians 5:1–2 “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. [2] And walk in love, as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” (ESV) 

 

1 John 3:2–3 “Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; 

but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. [3] 

And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.” (ESV) 

 

We have now been made the kingdom priest mediating the mercy of God to the nations.  

 

Jesus draws people to himself and they come seeking answers. Unlike the priests in this story, 

we give the answer and offer to go searching for him together. This is us as agents of 

reconciliation, God making his appeal through us.  

 

Beyond agents, we become “little Christs” made like his to value to sojourner, and to sacrifice for 

those far off, that they too might worship this king.  

 

When we reject advocating for peace, or caring for the poor, or working against racial disparity 

we show “the fruit of a people who have been told that calling Jesus Lord matters only to your 

soul, not to your world.” Jonathan Martin 

 

“In the same way God set a star in the sky to lead the Magi to Jesus, He places His children in 

their neighborhoods, workplaces, PTA meetings and lecture halls to do the same. You don’t have 

to go overseas to impact the nations. God brings them to our doorstep - refugees, international 

students, those in search of greater opportunities and freedom. The nations may very well live 

next door. Being part of God’s global purposes may be as simple as reaching out to people He 

has placed in your everyday life. Or you may indeed go to the ends of the earth and happily 

herald the good news to those who have never heard because God is worthy of their worship.” 

Village Devotional  

 

It might make people uncomfortable, changing the status quo. But this is our purpose as 

worshiper of the King… to invite everyone else, even the least likely, into worship of the King.  

 

 They may mock like Herod, they may stick to their trivia like the priests, but we will seek our 

savior like the Wise Men. Jesus is the King for All People.  

 



 

“When people mock the God of the Bible, this is the God they are mocking: the one who aligns 

Himself with the last and the weakest; the one who promises to set things right in the end; the 

one who says the last will be first. 

 

“This is His team. His starting lineup consists of the poor and the outcast and the orphan and 

the alien and the widow. I may be none of those things, but if God identifies with them, I want to 

identify with them. 

 

“This is my team… He has a team… make no mistake; it’s a promise: They’re going to win.” – 

Brant Hansen, Blessed Are the Misfits. 

 

Live knowing how the story ends. Laugh more. Be silly. Bring joy. In Christ, you win, because he 

won. 

 

Our response this morning is to see the Savior and become stars - pointing others to Jesus. Not 

for our fame but for his.  

 

 

The star has appeared and revealed the King for all people. All other kings are dethroned by his 

grace. Will you stop bowing to them?  

 

Will you unplug from the pornography that consumes you?  

 

Will you quit with the facade that everything is just right? 

 

Will you learn contentment in your current situation rather than killing yourself for more? 

 

Will you release your spouse or children from being your identity?  

 

 

‘Tis the season to bow to the king. Which king will you bow to? 


