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I wonder what you have done this week to prove yourself. What about you, or your 
situation in life have you relied on to feel good about yourself?  
 

● Work - it gives you value 
● Relationships - to feel like you deserve  
● Social Media - feeling like your opinions are supreme  
● Physicality - Food…  

 
Many of these things, while tremendously good, actually point out how we approach 
God. You see, what we use to prove ourselves in our mind or to those around us, are the 
same things we have a tendency to lean on to prove ourselves before God. It is 
self-justification. 
 
In our natural disposition, we strive to establish our own righteousness… to avoid the 
shame that would come if everyone else knew who we really were… or if God knew… It is 
a constant exertion to reach a goal we can never attain. (hamster wheel)  
 
But there is a better way. There is a gospel way.  
 
There is actually a righteousness that is given as a gift to all who believe in Jesus. It is his 
obedience, his proving, his faithfulness and his sacrifice that gives those that believe in 
him justification, salvation. A new identity, a new life, and an eternal place of standing 
before God.  
 
It is this righteousness that Paul, the author of Romans, has been proclaiming as the 
answer to the human problem of sin, as the place of security for the faithful and now as a 
stumbling stone to Israel. But God’s plan is one of mercy, so as we open the words of 
Romans 10 we will see that hope remains for all who might hear of this righteousness as: 
 
Everyone who calls on the name of Jesus will be saved.  
 
Romans 10:4-17  
 
We find ourselves in the middle of chapters 9, 10 and 11 of Romans, where salvation is 
the theme and specifically, salvation for Israel. Paul has openly rejoiced over the 
excellencies of being in Christ, empowered by the Spirit for life. Then he transitioned to 
address his agony over the widespread rejection of Jesus by Israel.  



God works by election his purpose of mercy, his Word has not failed but instead it is 
going forth calling those we least expect into relationship with God. The desire to see 
Israel saved still remains however and now Paul moves into the human responsibility in 
bringing and believing the good news of Christ.  
 
And in doing so he gives us a vital clue to understand those that would reject God’s 
righteousness.  
 
Romans 10:1-3 “Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they 
may be saved. [2] For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not 
according to knowledge. [3] For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and 
seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness.” 
 
Not only is there a desire to see his kinsmen redeemed but he petitions the Lord for it. 
Truth is that they are religiously zealous - very serious about it - but they are zealous in 
the wrong direction, not understanding the gospel, and they seek to establish a 
righteousness of their own. They seek to self-justify.  
 
From everything that preceded this in Romans we know that righteousness under our 
own power is out of reach for even the most religious because all, even Israel, are tainted 
by sin and in need of a savior. But rather than look at the law as the indicator of their 
need, they viewed it as achievement to be accomplished.  
 
Romans 10:4 “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 
believes.” 
 
Christ is the telos, the goal, the end of the law… he is the fulfillment of the law for all 
who believe in him. Jesus is the source, he is the righteousness of God, and for those 
that believe in him, the burden of meeting the law for righteousness has ended.  
 
And this is why Paul keeps praying… You see, we might walk away from Romans 9 and 
insist that prayer doesn’t matter to a God who elects some, but the Word gives a 
different model. Because God, in his election, in his plan and purpose, has determined 
to use humans, to use us to proclaim this good news that others would believe.  
 
As we look at what remains in chapter 10, Paul presents the Way of Salvation, the 
Message of Salvation and the Receiving of Salvation.  
 
1) The Way of Salvation  



 
Again Paul uses OT Scripture to make his point about the righteousness that is found in 
Christ. He begins with Leviticus and what Moses describes of righteousness based on 
the law and then Deuteronomy to point to righteousness by faith.  
 
Romans 10:5-8 “For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, 
that the person who does the commandments shall live by them. [6] But the 
righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 
heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) [7] “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that 
is, to bring Christ up from the dead). [8] But what does it say? “The word is near you, in 
your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim);” 
 
The person who accomplishes the law shall live… this is the posture of the 
zealous/religious crowd. We read this and it appears that the way to life or salvation is 
by obedience to the law.  
 
But Paul spent the first chapters of Romans making clear, as he does in other letters, 
that no one is justified before God by the law - because no one has succeeded in fully 
obeying it. The “life” promised by the law is unreachable because we disobey it, instead 
of bringing life it brings us under its curse. So righteousness is not to be found that way.  
 
The righteousness that is by faith, brings a different word. It sets before Israel, and us, 
for salvation not the law but Christ, and assures us that unlike the law, Christ is not 
unattainable, but readily accessible. Christ takes on the curse of the law for us.  
 
While some think they need to climb to heaven to bring Christ down or work their own 
magic to raise him from the ground, there is no need whatever for us to scale the heights 
or plumb the depths in search of Christ, for he has already come, died and risen, and is 
now accessible to us.  
 
What God requires is not some superhuman effort but faith in the gospel Paul preaches. 
The good news that Jesus lived an obedient life, died and innocent death, was raised, 
exalted and now reigns as Lord bestowing salvation on those that believe.  
 
This is righteousness by faith, this is what Paul desires and prays for Israel, and it is 
what we desire and pray for.  
 
And this inward faith will have outward evidence that confirms the faith for the 
believers.  



 
Romans 10:9-10 “because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. [10] For with 
the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.” 
 
Saving faith is more than mere intellectual agreement but a deep inward trust in Christ 
in the core of who you are. This is not a formula for conversion but it is a result of being 
called and granted faith in Christ; that you believe it to be true and talk about it!  
 
Relying on yourself to be justified is finished. The gig is up. The way of salvation is 
trusting in Christ, believing in Jesus for his righteousness.  
 
Romans 10:11-13 “For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be 
put to shame.” [12] For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same 
Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. [13] For “everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 
Again Paul quotes Isaiah 28 to make clear that the way of salvation is trusting in Christ 
and the “shame” of humiliation of judgment is off the table.  
 
And those that want to set up a dividing wall between Jewish believers and others have 
no voice as there is no distinction… those saved all have the same Lord, the same 
destination and the same justifying faith. It does not work differently for different 
people. God gives his saving riches on all who call on him.  
 
“Everyone who call on the name of the Lord will be saved!”  
 
We don’t know who all are elect, who will receive God’s purposed mercy. But we do 
know that all who in faith call on the name of Jesus will be saved. This is the glorious 
way of salvation available for all without regard to background or behavior…  
 
“Storming the ramparts of heaven and potholing in Hades, in search of Christ, are 
equally unnecessary. For Christ has come and died, and been raised and is therefore 
immediately accessible to faith. we do not need to do anything. Everything that is 
necessary has already been done. Moreover, because Christ himself is near, the gospel of 
Christ is also near. It is in the heart and mouth of every believer. The whole emphasis is 
on the close, ready, easy accessibility of Christ and his gospel.” John Stott.  
 



The Way of Salvation is faith, simple trust, in Jesus, incarnate, crucified, risen, and 
reigning as Lord. This belief combines faith in the heart with confession of the mouth.  
 
But something is missing… how do we get to this faith? Who will proclaim Christ and 
urge people to put their trust in him?  
 
2) The Message of Salvation  
 
Paul, the guy who explained election just a few paragraphs before, will now tell the 
church of the necessity of evangelism!  
 
You see the Way of Salvation, this gospel message, is so good it saves, but it must be 
delivered.  
 
Romans 10:14-15 “How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? 
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without someone preaching? [15] And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 
As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 
 
Asking rhetorically, how could anyone call on Jesus if they have not believed? How will 
they believe in Jesus if they never hear of him? How would anyone hear if no one tells? 
How will anyone tell if they are never sent?  
 
Paul unpacks the chain of events in order for a person to be saved. This is how the 
calling on the name of the Lord occurs. 1) People will call on Jesus to save them only if 
they believe he can do it, 2) belief in Jesus cannot exist without knowledge of him, 3) a 
person hears about Jesus only when someone proclaims his saving message and 4)the 
message of salvation will not be proclaimed unless someone is sent by God to do so!  
 
There is a misattributed quote that floats around Christian circles every now and again; 
“Preach the gospel at all times, when necessary use words.” We like the sentiment of it, 
to care for people and show grace… but you can’t actually preach the gospel without 
words!  
 
The gospel is news, it is a message of salvation in Christ and this text makes clear it can’t 
be understood and believed without proclamation.  
 
 



Paul lived this out with urgency. He preached Christ at every opportunity. He fully 
believed that God works by election, choosing those for redemption, but he also believed 
that God uses his people to proclaim redemption to those that are called. He is a good 
model for us.  
 
What we typically do is think in terms of roles… sure Paul was an apostle, it was his job 
to preach. And then we turn to the modern equivalent, the pastor, and we might think it 
is their place alone to proclaim the gospel. I mean after all he is using the word 
“preaching” here. And without a doubt, those in ministry roles are to be preaching the 
gospel. But we miss the point if we neglect the link between the confession of our 
mouths and the preaching of the good news of Jesus.  
 
God desires for all believers, for all of us, to have the beautiful feet as those that preach 
the good news!”  
 
We see it in Jesus’ commission to his followers: 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 “And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. [19] Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 
 
As you go, take this message far and wide making disciples by teaching (didasko - 
teach or speak in public) them of Jesus. There is certainly a lot that goes into 
discipleship, but the foundation of it is the faith, the belief in Jesus for salvation and it 
must be proclaimed to be believed.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-20a “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The 
old has passed away; behold, the new has come. [18] All this is from God, who through 
Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; [19] that is, in 
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. [20] Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.” 
 
God makes his appeal through us. The god that works by election, unfolds his mercy by 
putting it on our lips to bring to all. This is our mission as believers.  
 



The proclamation does not justify the proclaimer, but is instead just like the confession 
of Christ as Lord, an outward expression of an inward awakening of faith. Yes, 
Christians we are commanded to make disciples… but how could we not share this 
message of salvation!  
 
Penn Jillette - “If you believe that there’s a heaven and a hell, and people could be going 
to hell or not getting eternal life, and you think that it’s not really worth telling them this 
because it would make it socially awkward...how much do you have to hate somebody to 
not proselytize? How much do you have to hate somebody to believe everlasting life is 
possible and not tell them that?” 
 
If you know the rat race of self-justification can be over - why would we not share this 
good news?! 
 
Do you know people that preach at every opportunity? That share the good news? Let 
them inspire you to do the same! I know Bill Detrich is one of these to me.  
 
Beautiful feet, great imagery from Isaiah that those bringing news of freedom bring 
refreshment and have feet of beauty as their message carries them to their destination.  
 
If those that proclaimed the good news of release from  captivity in Babylon were 
celebrated, how much more welcome before the Lord are we as heralds of the gospel of 
Jesus! The end of self-justification, the end of loneliness, anxiety, proving before God 
and instead hope and purpose in Christ!  
 
Unless people recognize and live out their commision, there will be no gospel preachers; 
unless the gospel is preached, sinners will not hear Christ’s voice and message of 
salvation; unless they hear him, they will not believe the truths of his death and 
resurrection; unless they believe they will not call on him; and unless they call on his 
name, they will not be saved.  
 
It is the hope of salvation for others, here Israel, that drives Paul, and that drives us to 
bring the message of the gospel into every avenue and at every opportunity.  
 
Hearing the gospel is necessary for salvation, but hearing is not enough, the message 
must be received and believed.  
 
3) The Receiving of Salvation  
 



Paul comes back to the disposition of Israel and their response to the gospel.  
 
Romans 10:16-21 “But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, 
who has believed what he has heard from us?” [17] So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of Christ. 
 
[18] But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for “Their voice has gone out to 
all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.” [19] But I ask, did Israel not 
understand? First Moses says, “I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; 
with a foolish nation I will make you angry.” [20] Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, “I 
have been found by those who did not seek me; I have shown myself to those who did 
not ask for me.” [21] But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a 
disobedient and contrary people.” 
 
People can only come to faith through hearing the gospel, specifically the word of Christ, 
the good news of Jesus as savior. Then in hearing it belief is obedience to it.  
 
We know that God’s loving kindness is to lead to repentance and that the Holy Spirit 
changes our hearts making us capable of believing or obeying the gospel.  
 
Israel has not, as a whole, obeyed the gospel. They have failed to believe the message of 
salvation in Christ and they continue to pursue self-righteousness, self-justification. For 
Paul it is not as if they have not heard, but that they have not believed. They have not 
received the message.  
 
With the words of Moses and Isaiah, Paul tries to understand why Israel would not 
believe… those voices point back to the mystery of God’s working, making Israel jealous 
of those that believe, opening relationship with God to those that did not seek. Gentiles 
have come in and are granted God’s saving promises. But Israel still rebels against this 
good news.  
 
But here is such amazing hope for all of us. Israel has refused, has disobeyed, but God, 
in his sovereign patience, holds out his hands to a “disobedient and contrary people.”  
 
Absolutely, God predestines some to be saved. And, God still longs for all to be saved.  
 
1 Timothy 2:4 God our savior “who desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” 
 



It might seem impossible to hold these things to be mutually true, it is what the Bible 
teaches and should energize us to proclaim all the more the goodness of God in Christ.  
 
That God would still invite those that are disobedient to be saved… We benefit from this! 
Because we are given the chance to believe.  
 
Our response is important. When we hear, will we believe? Will we turn from our 
attempts at self-justification and cling to the saving work of Christ?  
 
If you find yourself believing in this work, grab ahold of it, rejoice that God has worked 
in you and worked for you… then give others the opportunity to respond!  
 
Everyone who calls on the name of Jesus will be saved. 
 
Response:  
 
Embrace the message: We can get so accustomed to people begging us to follow God 
that we forget what a miracle it is that we are invited. 
 
Repent and believe.  
 
This is the entry point into salvation, how we respond to the gospel… but it is also how 
we continue. This is actually what we spend our life doing, responding to the gospel. 
Slay self-justification at every opportunity and live in the freedom and righteousness of 
Christ.  
 
Since it is true and God still holds out his hand, pray (for someone specific).  
 
Faithfully Preach: From your lips of confession, that Jesus is Lord, take these words 
of good news to others. From the pulpits of your life however big or small… in 
relationship with others, when the Spirit prompts you… there is nothing better to say! 
 
Everyone who calls on the name of Jesus will be saved.  
 
The Way of Salvation is the glorious justification in the righteousness of Christ that is 
given to all that believe. The Message of this good news of Christ’s work on the cross 
must go forth so that all will hear and at the Receiving of Salvation, believers will be 
freed from the constant race to generate a righteousness of their own and rest in Christ.  
 


