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On reflection... I have been struck by all that God has done in our midst… Learning to 
trust God’s provision and plan. And we, certainly  the elders, now ask what’s next - how 
will we function as a church, how will we relate to one another how will we live life 
together? 
 
This type of pondering and questioning goes beyond the church walls too. We take it 
into each and every relationship of life consciously or not. Christian or not, we ask: How 
will I get along; what will this relationship look like? 
 
And they are good questions. But in the process of figuring out the how or the what of 
our relationships and church life, it is vitally important to remember and routinely 
recount and embrace the why. Why do we labor that the church would exist? Why have 
relationship with others? 
 
As the letter to the Roman church transitions from the robust presentation of Christian 
theology to the practical implications, the living in response to the doctrine; amongst the 
descriptions of what Christians do and how they relate to God, themselves, and others, 
the Why will never be separated from the command.  
 
This week we begin our series on living gospel implications by thinking of how we relate 
to God.  
 
The logical response to the grace of Christ is total dedication to God 
motivated by his Word and the Holy Spirit.  
 
Romans 12:1-2 “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. [2] Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.” 
 
If the modern Evangelical has the perseverance to make it through the first two-thirds of 
the Epistle to the Romans, we arrive at what should excite us - application! With clarity 
Paul lays out how to live - how to live out God’s righteousness in everyday life.  
 
This is the living of gospel implications and for Paul it is all fueled by the truths that left 
him on his face in wonder and worship just a sentence before. “I appeal to you 



therefore…” Christian, because of all that I have told you, the broken nature of 
humanity, the need of a savior, the savior that sacrifices himself for you, that gifts you 
his righteousness, and shares his inheritance with you, and the justifying faith you have 
in him, because of the indwelling empowerment of the Holy Spirit, be dedicated wholly 
to God.  
 
In response to all this wonderful news, surrender everything and be completely 
committed to God.  
 
Now dedication is something we might expect to hear at church isn’t it? But we want to 
make sure we hear it rightly - as it is commanded here for the believer.  
 
In order to rightly understand this dedication we should grasp its character, its 
difference, its effects and the motive behind it.  
 
 
1) Character of Dedication  
 
 12:1b “I appeal to you therefore...to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  
Paul’s appeal - and notice that is is an appeal - I beseech you brothers and sisters… This 
is the new testament way to invite us into obedience, to appeal based on truth.  
 
I appeal to you… to present your bodies as a living sacrifice…  
 
Present all of who you are… It is striking here that Paul uses language of sacrifice to 
communicate the totality of this dedication.  
 
The Greek translated “to present” is a technical term for the ritual presentation of a 
sacrifice. “Your bodies,” referring to more than skin and bones, signifies everything we 
are. “Sacrifice” refers to the act in which the offering is totally consumed.  
 
Imagine the news we would get if we started printing “be sacrificed for Jesus” on flyers 
around town!  
 
This is the type of dedication Paul is describing… and more than a mere sacrifice, we are 
to be “living… holy… acceptable.” So the believer is not put to death like an OT sacrifice, 
but we remains fully alive. We are living sacrifices, living in the newness of life given to 



us by Jesus. “Holy” in our turning from sin and being clothed in the righteousness of 
Christ. Made “Acceptable” by that righteousness.  
 
This is complete dedication. All of who you are, all of your life, continually presented to 
God. This is the way of relating to God. And this call is not for just some special class of 
believer, this is for all of us that claim Jesus as our savior.  
 
 
I know this can be a hard pill to swallow, and to live out! We prefer to be partially 
dedicated… This much is absurd!  
 
But Paul says that it isn’t all that hard to understand and it isn’t absurd. He actually tells 
us that this dedication is logical.  
 
 
Present yourself as a living sacrifice… “which is your spiritual worship.” This is the ESV 
translation and it is appropriate, our dedication is an act of worship before God, living 
our whole life toward him is our life of doxology.  
 
But the word Spiritual translates logikos, which could mean ‘reasonable’ or ‘rational.’ 
The offering of ourselves to God is seen as the only sensible, logical and appropriate 
response to him in view of his self-giving mercy. As the King James Version renders it, 
“which is your reasonable service.”  
 
So for Paul, this total dedication to God, this spiritual worship, is reasonable or logical 
because it is consistent with the truth of God revealed in Christ, consistent with all the 
good news he declares up to this point.  
 
A dedication that is total and logical… It is a dedication that includes all of who we are, 
all that we do, all that we dream and we come to it as the logical outworking of the truth 
of Christ. “How could we not…” 
 
We are not used to this culturally. Many of the things we would say we are dedicated to 
don’t have our total self and many are quite unreasonable. We hold things back. And 
then we bring this mentality into our relationship with God.  
 
But halfway dedication is irrational! Paul is appealing to us, to be dedicated, turn over 
and commit all of who we are to God in worship. A dedication that grows as we do, “To 



be a Christian means to give as much of myself as I can to as much of Jesus Christ as I 
know.” Sam Shoemaker.  
 
This dedication is total and logical. So how is it different, how do its demands stand out?  
 
2) Difference of Dedication  
 
12:2a “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind” 
 
Here Paul gives the Christian two commands, one negative (do not) and one positive (be 
transformed). These are the two sides of this dedication and they stand out, they are 
different from both the world’s way of doing and what we thought we had to do.  
So what does it mean for us to not be conformed to this world? Paul is using language to 
indicate the schemes of the age 
 
Galatians 1:3b-4a “the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to deliver us 
from the present evil age,” 
 
But if we are painfully honest, this conformity is common to many of us to a much 
greater extent than we like to admit. Sometimes it is difficult to know when we are 
conforming because there are many good things in the world. And Paul is not saying 
that we write off culture all together - but to not be wrapped up and motivated by its 
schemes or values.  
 
This certainly means we shield ourselves from the things that our culture produces that 
are easily defined as opposed to God’s commands but it also means we are careful to not 
succumb to the prevailing thinking on what it means to be successful or to live the 
‘American dream.’  
 
This is where Christians look and live different than the world/ the age we are in. This is 
where our priorities in life are set by our worship and dedication to God rather than the 
enticements of culture.  
 
This is living different. This going to Ikea and realizing you don’t have to follow their 
map of the store!  
 
And be prepared; not conforming to this world has the potential and probability of a lot 
of resistance. It's worth it.  



 
Karl Barth - Christian philosopher called Christian ethic ‘the great disturbance,’ so 
violently does it challenge, interrupt and upset the tranquil status quo.  
 
So our dedication to God looks different, certainly different from what the world 
encourages and preaches. Then comes the positive command, to be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind.  
 
I have always read this differently. Whenever I heard this Scripture referenced, my 
inclination was to think that I had to renew my mind… that this was about my ability to 
change my thinking.  
 
But the word we translate “transformed” is metamorphoo - where we get our word 
metamorphosis, the change of one form to another, like a caterpillar transforming into a 
butterfly. It also mean transfigured - as in Jesus’ transfiguration, when his glorious 
inner essence was revealed through his body so that his face radiated like the sun and 
his clothing was white with light.  
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this 
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.”  
 
This is not “transform yourself,” but “be transformed.”  
 
So we avoid conformity to the world, but allow and lean into conformity to Christ. From 
one degree to another…  
 
Where “do not be conformed” is active language, “be transformed” is a passive 
imperative. This must be done by someone else - the Holy Spirit.  
 
So our transformation is submitting to the Holy Spirit who brings about the “renewal of 
your mind.” The Christian is to allow himself to be changed continually so that his life 
conforms more and more to that of Christ.  
 
This is the place of our sanctification. There is an internet meme going around, a video 
of an old man falling down on an escalator, with the words sanctification or progressive 
sanctification over it. This is often how sanctification feels! But Paul is indicating an 
active standing, a view to the top, knowing we are on the journey…  
 



We must go on refusing to conform to the world’s ways and go on letting ourselves be 
transformed according to God’s will. J.B. Phillips paraphrase catches the alternative: 
“Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mould, but let God remold 
your minds from within.”  
 
So Paul’s practical implications of the gospel begin with complete dedication to God, a 
command to avoid the schemes and values of the world and be transformed as our mind 
is renewed by the Spirit.  
 
This dedication also delivers… it generates effects in us.  
 
3) Effects of Dedication  
 
The end of verse 2 reveals the effects of genuine dedication in our lives…  
 
12:2b “that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.” 
 
By living it out, you will prove the will of God and desire it.  
The first question is which will of God. We can classify from Scripture two kinds.  
 
The first is the Will of Decree. This is God’s will, playing out, the things that will happen, 
how they happen and when. You can’t stop this will. This the outworking of his 
sovereignty. This is the will that in many places of the Bible we are told we can’t know - 
Paul himself says this is unsearchable and inscrutable just a couple of verses before.  
 
We might want to know the will of decree but we don’t get to! For our own good! But if 
we can discern it, know it, it must be another will.  
 
It seems here that Paul is talking about the Will of Command. This is the communicated 
and revealed will of God for how we live, how we relate and what we pursue. This is the 
will we can neglect and disobey…  
 
This is the will that is good, acceptable and perfect. And as our minds are renewed, as 
we live this life of dedication, it is this will that is proven in our experience and becomes 
what we desire and go after.  
 
A dedicated life has the power to perceive what God’s will is - to know beyond doubt 
what I ought to do, and then knowing to do it!  



 
The one who is dedicated to God sees life with a sure eye. While the pattern of the world 
is confusion you know God’s will and find it right, worthwhile and perfect place to be.  
 
This is the transformation realized in new wants and purpose that is test, warmed in the 
furnace of life and proven to be good.  
 
So here is Paul, giving Christians a command for total dedication, logical dedication to 
God. He is making clear that it is completely different from the patterns of the world and 
this age and that there is a spiritual transformation, the renewal of our mind leading to 
knowing, living out and liking the will of God.  
 
But why? 
 
4) Motive of Dedication  
 
I have taken things a little out of order this morning… Dedication, its character, its 
difference and effects, don’t lead to what motivate it. Despite our natural inclination 
toward earning… But rather, as Paul states, our motive is the basis of our dedication.  
 
Let me suggest to you that this is both the why and the how of dedication to God.  
 
12:1a “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God,” 
 
By the mercies of God, present your whole self as a living sacrifice, do not be conformed 
to this world but transformed by the renewal of your mind.  
For eleven chapters Paul has been unfolding the mercies of God. God’s mercy to the 
terribly fallen human race through the provision of his Son. The gospel is precisely God’s 
mercy to inexcusable and undeserving sinners, in giving his Son to die for them, in 
justifying them freely by faith, in sending them his life-giving Spirit, and in making them 
his children.  
 
These mercies that laid Paul flat in worship before God, and that incite wonder and 
worship in us, are the foundation for our dedicated living. This the unity between 
theology, doxology and practice.  
 
It is these mercies that leave us grateful and living in responsive gratitude!  
 



The greater our comprehension of what God has done for us, the greater our dedication, 
our commitment to him should be. Immense vision of God’s mercies will bring immense 
dedication…  
 
Only when my heart is increasingly in awe of the agenda of One vastly greater, wiser, 
and gracious than me will I surrender my schedule, my priorities, my career, my 
relationships, to him.  
 
So how do we get a vision of the mercies of God? How do we ensure these mercies win 
the day in our hearts?  
 
Paul doesn’t tell us here exactly how our mind becomes renewed, or how we dedicate 
our lives to God, but we know from his other writings that it is by a combination of the 
Spirit and the Word of God.  
 
The Word puts before us the mercies of God and these truths change us - they are 
transforming mercies.  
 
2 Timothy 3:14-17 “continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it [15] and how from childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. [16] All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, [17] that the man 
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 
 
As the Word is presenting the mercies of God, the Spirit is working them into us. 
 
Titus 3:4-5 “when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, [5] 
he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,” 
 
“Holiness is nothing but the implanting, writing, and realizing of the Gospel in our souls 
[by the Holy Spirit].” John Owen  
 
That is how the Holy Spirit does it. The Holy Spirit was sent into the world to magnify 
Jesus Christ off the pages of this book so that looking at Christ, at his glory and his 
beauty we would be changed into his likeness so that when I turn now to live my life of 
dedication, there is a more natural, free inner spontaneous doing of the will of God. 
 



And this is not a one-time deal… We don’t rely on that one time we read the Bible or had 
that one solid conversation about following Jesus… truth is we are leaky and need to be 
constantly filled by awe of these mercies and the renewing of the Spirit.  
 
This week I had to get new tires… one tire was leaking and would not hold air… It had 
been patched and “fixed” in my mind… but began to leak again. Slow at first then it 
could just not keep air in… I am like this in my leaking of the mercies of God.  
 
I have one solid week and feel like conquering the world… then start to neglect the Word 
and instead of seeking the Spirit’s help I rely on myself. So we need the reminder, I have 
to put myself in places to hear the good news of Jesus, to read it in Scripture and be 
open to the renewal of the Holy Spirit for life.  
Thankfully this is how Christianity is suppose to work, consistent reminder and growth 
in God.We have been given amazing, powerful, zealous, unending, and transformative 
grace for the continual reclaiming of our hearts 
 
“Spiritual growth is about the recapture of your thoughts, desires, and motivations, 
which depends on the recapture of your awe. The goal is that you and I would no longer 
live for ourselves but live joyfully and willingly for God.” Paul Tripp. 
 
The logical response to the grace of Christ is total dedication to God 
motivated by his Word and the Holy Spirit.  
 
Response:  
 
Believe in Jesus - do you know of the mercies of God - your situation as a sinner, 
disobedient before God - Christ’s sacrifice in our place on the cross - turn from the way 
of the world and its priorities and turn to Jesus, believe in him and be transformed by 
his grace. Transformed by the truth that in Christ, God is really fond of you! 
 
Pray - prayer is the pervasive activity of the Christian life - As the Holy Spirit to renew 
you mind, to transform you. Ask for illumination of Scripture to see more clearly the 
mercies of God and for them to motivate your free living, each and every decision and 
interaction. Maybe even this morning the Spirit will give you the one key way to live out 
this dedication to God…  
 
Live - Don’t be conformed to the world… Work different, worship different, budget 
different, rest different… and find people that can challenge you in this and live for the 
effects of it, that you would savor and pursue the will of God for his glory.  



 
Close: First century reader of Romans… maybe reading in secret… worshiping in 
danger or harsh treatment… in awe of the truth of the gospel, God’s mercies toward us… 
then the living color reality of what it would mean to be a living sacrifice to God. To live 
totally dedicated. A dedication that flows from a heart that has been captured by God 
and his gospel.  
 
We are not far off ourselves. Living in our own catacombs of cultural noise and the lures 
of the schemes of this age, the values of opposition to God. And it still a call to living, but 
not living for behavior’s sake… instead living from our hearts. hearts captured by God 
and his gospel.  
 
By the mercies of God… let your heart be changed and live.  


