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I have a confession. I am tremendously self-centered. From the moment I wake in the 
morning to the moment I hit the pillow again to sleep much of my thinking, and feeling, 
is concerned solely with me. It is my natural disposition. To look out for myself. Sure I 
have a family to care for, but can I care for them in a way that my needs are met..?  
 
I take this mentality into my work, my pursuits in life and certainly my entertainment. 
And as I take this posture into my everyday, I mostly hear applause for this 
self-centeredness and I am told over and over again to be free in being what I want to 
be, and believing in myself…  
 
So my relationships are shaped, or rather warped, by this mentality and while not 
always explicit, I am striving to get mine! The people I surround myself with are meant 
to serve my needs, the places I visit are to make me comfortable and the things I invest 
in are valued only for my personal return.  
 
If I happen to go to church, I end up nitpicking, and searching for somewhere better for 
me to connect… Maybe somewhere with better music, more people that look like me or 
can help me in my networking efforts, or without a doubt… better preaching!  
 
But when the gospel gets me, something different happens.  
 
My heart is made new and my mind is renewed. I increasingly think of myself less and 
begin to value truth over tendency… and people over my preferences.  
 
When this wonderful truth wrecks me -  of the Christ’s work to save us reconciling us to 
God, to give us new life and fill us with his Spirit for empowerment to live it; I am 
increasingly prepared to live out its implications and to enter into community with other 
gospel wrecked believers.  
 
This is who Paul is writing to - the redeemed sinners in the church of Rome. Those 
wrecked by the gospel - completely changed by it.  
 
Paul, in Romans, tells us that not only does the way we relate to God change in light of 
the gospel but the way we relate to ourselves and one another also changes.  
 
The marks of the believer's relationship to the church are humility, unity 
and diversity.  



 
Romans 12:3-8  
 
Living gospel implications. After laying out the sweet truths of justification through 
faith, the Spirit-filled life and the ultimate sovereignty of God (11 chapters worth of deep 
theological truths), Paul has arrived at the description of how the effects of the gospel 
manifest in the life of the believer. The practical living in response to the grace those 
that believe in Jesus have been given.  
 
We began, last week, hearing that the logical response to the grace of Christ is total 
dedication to God motivated by his Word and the Holy Spirit - this is how we now relate 
to God. And now Paul turns to the gifts of grace and how we relate to ourselves in the 
faith.  
 
In the church… both universal and local. We are to relate in humility, unity and 
diversity.  
 
 
1) Humility 
 
Romans 12:3 “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.” 
 
By the grace given to Paul, by his gift and calling as an apostle, he says to everyone in the 
church don’t think too highly of yourself… instead think with sober judgment.  
 
If you are going to do this church thing… you have to see yourself and others with gospel 
eyes.  
 
Now we don’t know the exact situation of the church in Rome, we are not even sure Paul 
does since this is his letter of introduction, but we know the human condition. We know 
how we can slide into self-centeredness and think of ourselves perhaps too highly.  
 
I am skilled… valuable… I should be treated a bit better than these others! So we don’t 
know if this has snuck into the church but we know it certainly can.  
 



But Paul says that in all of our lives and in how we relate among believers, we are to 
have gospel humility… sober judgment about who I am and what role I play in 
community.  
 
This is not a popular posture - Modesty and humility are regarded as weakness in 
culture… ‘Believe in yourself,’ says the world. ‘Trust yourself.’ Self expression! 
Opposition to the gospel is generally expressed in those terms.  
 
 
But all through the letter to the Romans we have come face to face with a correct view of 
ourselves. Humanity chasing after itself, disregarding God. All have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God. In ourselves, hopeless. BUT GOD… showing love for us while 
we were still sinners…. sent his Son.  
 
The One that is obedient, perfectly for us, the One that takes on our guilt and gives us 
his righteousness… Making us new, giving us adoption and inheritance.  
 
So rightly thinking, sober judgement is looking to these truths and knowing that the 
Christian life is all of grace and that changes how I think of myself.  
The verse also says sober judgment is “according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned.” Now, we might look at this and think ‘well if I have more faith I can think 
more highly about myself…’  
 
Sure, God has given differing levels of faith as we grow in him but here Paul is actually 
giving the standard of sober judgment and it is not a varying amount of faith but THE 
faith. The measure that God has assigned is the good news of Jesus. The standard is 
Christ.  
 
When we see our standard, when we view our lives in light of Christ we are freed to 
avoid both too high an estimate of ourselves and (Paul might have added) too low an 
estimate.  
 
 
We know our situation, our need of a savior, and we know our new position with him. 
One we did not earn… in gratefulness we have humility.  Sober judgment, in reference to 
our faith and life and in reference to our gifts.  
 
“C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity makes a brilliant observation about gospel-humility at 
the very end of his chapter on pride. If we were to meet a truly humble person, Lewis 



says, we would never come away from meeting them thinking they were humble.They 
would not be always telling us they were a nobody (because a person who keeps saying 
they are a nobody is actually a self-obsessed person). The thing we would remember 
from meeting a truly gospel-humble person is how much they seemed to be totally 
interested in us. Because the essence of gospel-humility is not thinking more of myself 
or thinking less of myself, it is thinking of myself less.” 
 
 
 
This is the sober judgment washed in the gospel, the renewal of our minds that brings 
the humility of Jesus and empowers us to be committed to others. Other redeemed 
sinners thinking about themselves less.  
 
This gospel humility works in us the ability to partner with other believers… to be part of 
something bigger than ourselves.  
 
2) Unity  
 
Romans 12:4-5 “For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not 
all have the same function, [5] so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another.” 
 
When we think of unity, I am not sure what images come to mind for you but where my 
mind goes is ‘similarity.’ I can think of groups of people that share interests and they 
tend to be the same people… and this is where stereotypes evolve around groups of 
people. 
 
This is when ‘like-minded’ people start dressing alike and are easily distinguishable 
from those outside the group.  
 
Twin brothers… complaining that people see them as inseparable and interested in the 
same things… but they were the same!  
 
Sadly this too often happens in churches… We build programs based on affinities, things 
we have in common that are not what is meant to be the center - people that look the 
same (a parking lot full of Camrys and a sanctuary full of white people.) 
 
Here we have Christian unity and it looks different. Individuals, unique, as part of a 
whole, part of a body.  



 
1 Corinthians 12:12 “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” 
 
Paul describes the church as a body because the way unique parts are brought together 
for functionality and life is the same with those in Christ.  
 
The parts of the body are always parts of a whole, and the parts have no sense or 
meaning except in their relationship to the other parts. And they have no meaning as a 
whole unless they are related to the head…  
 
In the church then we are unified around the head - around Christ - not our similarities. 
To be unified in Christ, to be living under the cross, realizing and reminding each other 
of Jesus’ work for us and his ongoing empowerment for life through the Spirit. We are 
humbled by the goodness of the gospel and value each other simply because Jesus 
values us.  
 
We are not just a collection of livers and lungs meeting together. We are a fully formed 
body, with diverse individuals and roles, brought together by Christ for his purpose and 
our good.  
 
Bay Area high school pastor, years ago. He was teaching on the church being the body of 
Christ. To illustrate his point, he painted a football like one huge eye, a human eye, with 
a big, round pupil. He wrapped it in a blanket and put it under his arm and showed it to 
the kids. "What do you think of my baby?" he asked. They would look at it and say, "Oh, 
gross!" Here was this eye staring out at them. He asked them, "What if your girlfriend 
was just an eye? If you took her out on a date there would be this great big eye sitting 
across from you in the booth. What a date that would be!" He drove home this point 
very forcibly: We are not just one member; we are many. We are to have the same care 
one for another. Even though we are different, we are to love each other because we 
belong to each other. We share the same life together. 
 
That is why you are to be unified, together with other Christians -- not because you like 
them, necessarily, or that they are very nice or vote for the same candidates, have the 
same preferences in parenting or cheer for the same sports team, but because you 
belong to each other in Christ. They are your brothers and sisters. And when they hurt, 
you will hurt, whether you know it or not. And when they are honored, you will be 
honored, whether you know it or not.  
 



Just this week I hurt my neck - slept on it wrong or something -  And the rest of my body 
felt so bad about it that it stayed up to keep it company. That is what the body of Christ 
is to do when one member is hurt. We are tied to one another. 
 
Each member belongs to all the others. That is, we are dependent on one another, and 
the one-anotherness of the Christian fellowship is enhanced by our diversity.  
 
 
3) Diversity  
 
Without diversity the body would be a monstrosity. (Eyeball)  
 
Romans 12:4-6 “For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not 
all have the same function, [5] so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another. [6] Having gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us, let us use them...” 
 
God’s glory is revealed in the diversity of his people. This means that as we measure 
ourselves by Christ’s standard we will be ourselves. Being in Christ’s Body will maximize 
our uniqueness if we allow it.  
 
Members do not all have the same function and we are many, but individually, 
individuals in the best sense of the word,  we are part of each other,  members one of 
another. We don’t look alike, we don’t always talk alike, but we have the same Savior 
and are given different gifts by God to be used in the body.  
 
Gifts that differ: 6-8 “if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; [7] if service, in our 
serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; [8] the one who exhorts, in his 
exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the 
one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.” 
 
The prophet is to make sure that his message does not in any way contradict the 
Christian faith.  
 
Those able to serve (same word root of deacon) serve in various ways.  
 
The teachers find opportunities to teach; those who encourage and challenge others 
speak into lives; the ones who contribute do so with generosity/simplicity; the leaders 
lead with passion and the merciful spread mercy with cheerfulness.  



 
This is not a comprehensive list of gifts as the emphasis is not on specific gifts but that 
each one is given gifts for the life of the body.  
 
What is needed is a recognition of the beautiful God-given and Spirit-led diversity and 
complementarity within the church. When the Spirit of God is free to work in a church, 
there is diversity.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:4-6 “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; [5] and 
there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; [6] and there are varieties of activities, 
but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone.” 
 
Paul’s goal at this point is to encourage each Christian to use his or her gifts 
energetically and properly and not worry about the gifts others may have, or the way in 
which they may be using them.  
 
And in using these gifts we care for one another.  
 
1 Peter 4:10 “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards 
of God's varied grace:” 
 
The purpose of the gifts is related to the building up of the body of Christ… serving one 
another and in this we are good stewards of the grace that God continues to pour out on 
us.  
 
The marks of the believer's relationship to the church are humility, unity 
and diversity. 
 
Paul is still appealing to us by the mercies of God…  
 
6 “Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them.” 
 
As children of God, made new by the work of the Spirit in our lives and empowered with 
gifts to build up the body of believers, we are invited to use these gifts for the good of 
others and the glory of God.  
 
If you have been hiding your gifts or have been reluctant to share them with the body, be 
encouraged today, you have a purpose and are part of a body that desires for you to use 
your gifts and we want to be good stewards together! 



 
All of this, the humility of gospel thinking, the unity of a individuals made into a family 
and the diversity of their gifts is all meant for mutuality, that we would live in 
community with care as members one of another. You are a gift from God to each other.  
 
The gospel does not produce perpetual spectators but mobilizes hearers to make a 
difference for others as God has made a difference in them.  
 
 
 
Response:  
 
Discern: Are you in the body? Is Jesus the head of your life? Have you believed in him? 
Repent of a life apart from Jesus and become part of the family - the kingdom of God. 
Then become a member one of another within the local church.  
 
Community helps with the humble thinking!  
 
What is my gift and how might I use it? You may have a clear picture today… Study 
God’s Word and see gifts used and described in Scripture. Witness others using their 
gifts and seek input from those you are living this Christian life with as to what your gifts 
might be.  
 
Dive in: Use the gifts you have been given - serve, minister to one another, give, teach 
and prophesy, encourage, exhort and have mercy. Help us create ways for you to use 
your gift in the church, that the body would be build up and encouraged.  
 
Interview with Jim Gaffigan about opening for the Pope. A comedy bit before 1 million 
people. Who can tell him what to do in that situation?! But Gaffigan mentioned that he 
was incapable, that he needed the mercy of God to perform because he was so bad 
naturally, he was so narcissistic.  
 
The myth of Narcissus. A young hunter unmatched in beauty and so self-involved that 
he was unable to reciprocate toward anyone who expressed love for him. A goddess, 
Nemesis, lures Narcissus to a pool with a clear reflection and he falls in love with his 
own image… Once he realizes that his love can not be returned he falls in an drowns in 
his despair.  
 



Apart from Christ, we are Narcissus. But through the gospel something else happens… 
We approach the crystal pool and there with our reflection is the cross looming large 
above us, it is the center of our focus and perspective. As we stare upon it, others join 
our reflection as we are surrounded by a vast array of different faces all looking to the 
cross but somehow also caring for each other. No despair, just a feeling that this is 
exactly what we were meant to be. Together.  


