
Sermon prepared for Grace Church, Romans 12:9-21, November 15, 2015.  
 
It certainly has been an interesting week… call it a slow news week or just an accurate 
reflection of how people are taking and dishing out offense in 2015… but red cups have 
become quite the conversation piece.  
 
Are they part of a vast conspiracy to kill Christmas? Or perhaps a truer statement is - no 
one really cares about the cups and this is much ado about nothing. Whichever it is, 
media personalities have lovingly called the cups “satan sippers” and those generically 
holding the title “Christian” are categorized as easily offended and quick to judge the 
intentions of others.  
 
This is just one example of silliness in our culture… too often empowered by the fluidity 
and rapidity of social media. But it reveals how Christianity is perceived by too many. 
Harsh, judgmental, outdated and a religion full of hypocrites.  
 
And this is merely perception based on Christian interaction with those outside the 
faith… imagine what they would think if they saw how we treated each other! Infighting, 
posturing and a quickness to separate over trivial things…  
 
But we know that things are supposed to be different. That our interaction with each 
other in the church and with those outside the church is to reflect more of what we see 
on the pages of Scripture and hear proclaimed in the good news of Jesus.  
 
It seems like Christianity, living out faith in Jesus, is meant to be more compelling, 
inviting in its utter difference from cultural expectations…  
 
Today, in our study of Romans we will encounter a way of love and life that is difficult 
but so good as it reflects the love and life we have been given in Christ.  
 
The gospel calls us and empowers us to love and live in profound ways.  
 
Romans 12:9-21 
 
Christian faith is ultimately about news. The good news that Jesus, the God-man lived a 
perfect and obedient life and died an innocent death in the place of sinners, granting 
those that believe in him justification - being made right before God, removing wrath for 
sin and deserved punishment. But the news comes with implications… those that believe 
are transformed and no longer live their old lives but have new purpose and passions.  



This is exactly what we have seen in the letter to the Roman church. The glorious, and 
deep, declaration of the news of the Christian faith, human need for a savior, the arrival 
and grace of that savior and new life in Him. With the new life comes not only 
empowerment for it by the Spirit, but clear instruction for it, gospel implications.  
 
In the final third of Romans this is what we see, what it looks like to live in response to 
the grace of Christ. Paul appeals to us, by the mercies of God to first be dedicated to 
God, not conformed to the world as our minds are renewed by the Spirit and God’s 
Word. From the Vertical relationship to the Horizontal ones… Then the church is made 
up of diverse individuals, united in faith in Christ and using their gifts for the building 
up of the body.  
 
Here in our text, in a series of rapid-fire exhortations, Paul answers the question of 
‘How do we love those in the Church and how do we love those in the world?’  
 
Both, our love for each other and our love lived outside of the church, are profound - 
intense, fervent and overwhelming - as described and we must be careful not to 
diminish it or shape it to make us more comfortable… because it is what is revealed as 
the right response to faith in Christ.  
 
1) Profound Love  
 
This book is full of “love.” We certainly get a sense that New Testament faith cannot be 
lived without it.  
 
Paul will elsewhere says that we can have all the gifts in the world, natural and 
supernatural, but if we don’t have love, we are nothing. Love is central to Christianity.  
 
1 Timothy 1:5 “The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good 
conscience and a sincere faith.” 
 
It is not only a Pauline emphasis… Peter too in instructing the church says: 
 
1 Peter 4:8 “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude 
of sins.” 
 
This is of course not something new that the apostles cooked up to give the movement 
momentum. This is Jesus’ command to his followers.  
 



John 13:34-35 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another. [35] By this all people will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
It is by our love for one another that we will be known as disciples of Jesus. Jesus has 
such a great opportunity here… He could have said, by your exclusivity they will know 
you, or by your right theology you will be known… but this is not a missed opportunity, 
it is a unifying one because it is our love that defines us, that makes us stand out.  
 
Like so many things however, ask ten people to define love and you will get ten 
answers… so we turn to Scripture to define the love the gospel calls us to.  
 
Romans 12:9-13 “Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 
[10] Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 
[11] Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. [12] Rejoice in hope, 
be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. [13] Contribute to the needs of the saints 
and seek to show hospitality.” 
 
It is genuine love we are to have. In a world of hypocrisy this is being true, genuine, 
sincere in our love one for another. This is love without wax… potters of old would have 
clay pots that of course would crack and their ability to hold water would be 
compromised. To get around it and make a profit, the potters would put wax in the pot 
to seal the cracks. The wise shopper would place the pot in the sun to melt the wax and 
reveal the errors, and if it was without wax in was sincerus.  
 
This is our love… without pretense and falsehood. Love without hypocrisy. Saying and 
doing different things are not the way of love in the family of God. Instead we are to let 
our love be genuine, the real deal, untainted and pure.  
 
Paul goes on in random fashion giving us clues of what genuine love is like.  
 
It is a love that abhors evil and holds fast to what is good. This is the tricky one isn’t it… 
because we hear so often “love” as defense for laissez faire attitudes to sin in the church. 
Just love…  
 
Without Scripture we might suppose that love is soft on evil. But evil is to be hated and 
we are to hate sin. Now we all hate the ramifications of sin… the effects. But in the midst 
of it, do we abhor it? Do we hate it enough to say something about it?  
 



This is where being in the family rubs us for refinement because we can’t wallow in sin… 
our love won’t allow us to let each other live that way. Genuine love demands 
God-honoring moral resolve regarding good and evil. 
 
And it is not only a evil-hating love, but a good embracing love. “Hold fast to what is 
good.” To the goodness of Jesus and the good of living well in response to him. We don’t 
only get in each others’ faces about evil but about living and clinging to the good we are 
created for.  
 
This love also spawns mutual, familial affection. Love with brotherly affection. 
 
“A more helpful translation is, “Be devoted with warm family affection to one another in 
brotherly love.”  
 
A love that is bonded by blood and family. It is a love that puts the family ahead of the 
individual. It is a love that cares not because we know each other well or even enjoy each 
other but because we are tied to one another in a way that ought to incite care in us. We 
are family in Christ. Some of you are the crazy uncle, but you are family and it is with a 
brotherly, love that we are to interact.  
 
And this familial posture leads to honoring each other. When I was in college I was 
being installed as student president and my brother was so proud of me. So proud in 
fact that he was sharing with others how great I was and all I was going to accomplish… 
one guy said, ‘well he can’t do that unless I say so…’ But his brotherly tie had him excited 
and quick to honor me.  
 
In the faith our genuine love has us seeing others as more deserving and to be honored 
at every opportunity. As if we should be tripping over each other to honor, to tout one 
another! In this love we stop seeking our own honor and spend the energy on others.  
 
Next genuine love drives our spiritual zeal… it doesn’t fade. “Don’t be slothful, be 
fervent in spirit and serve the Lord.” This is Christian enthusiasm. This is where burning 
logs are kept hot by proximity to each other. Left to ourselves we cool but in the midst of 
the pile we burn hot and we are fervent knowing we are serving the Lord in our love.  
“Our love is to be dispensed with burning energy toward those around us!” This is us 
always excited about things!  
 
This love also overcomes. “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 
prayer.” In love, together, we are constant in prayer and our prayer gives us the patience 



in suffering as we learn to trust in God and his provision for us and in this hope we can 
rejoice. We can face difficulties in life when we have a family to care for us… we are not 
meant to go it alone but instead together find joy, as we help each other in our spiritual 
needs.  
 
Genuine love is also open-handed in care for physical needs. “Contribute to the needs 
of believers and seek to show hospitality.” This one is at odds with the American way… 
the succeed on one’s own accord mentality. We culturally resent those in need… and 
when we have need we are slow to publicize it out of shame. This is one that I find 
myself amending and editing to match my own preference.  
 
Think of reflections of the church in Acts and sharing all things in common and how we 
end up saying “well that’s nice, but…” Our text is telling us that we should be 
contributing to meet needs of the saints.. This is one of the things that I think we can do 
better at knowing and serving the needs of each other in the church.  
 
“Our care for brothers and sisters in Christ should reach down into our wallets and 
purses and cost us.”  
 
Seek to show hospitality… invite into the home to stay… this is more than greeting 
people on a Sunday morning with a smile, this is seeking to insert other believers in your 
life, in your space… This is one of the things of love that will certainly be noticed by the 
world, because it is different. But it actually benefits us in the body.  
 
“The benefits that mutual hospitality brings to the Church are incalculable: relationships 
enhanced, love disseminated, souls encouraged.” 
 
Love is the goal and this is no sentimental cheesy love. This is weighty, fully invested 
love. It is authentic, it hates evil and rallies around good, it is a family fully bonded and 
bound love, it is an enthusiastic love, it is a love that sees us through and it is an 
open-handed, generous love.  
 
And that is just inside the church… The gospel call us to and empowers us for this 
genuine love, but it also calls and empowers us to live out this love beyond the walls of 
the church, in the world, and among enemies.  
 
2) Profound Lives  
 



We know the gospel is offensive to those refusing it… but many times the implications of 
life in response to the gospel are offensive to those of us trying to live it! Buckle up! 
 
Romans 12:14-21 “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. [15] 
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. [16] Live in harmony with 
one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own 
sight. [17] Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the 
sight of all. [18] If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. [19] 
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” [20] To the contrary, “if your enemy is 
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will 
heap burning coals on his head.” [21] Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good.” 
 
We understand and aspire to love for fellow believers, but here it is, love for detractors. 
Love for those out to get us.  
 
Here a profound life speaks well of its persecutors and it seeks to bless rather than 
curse. Oh how quick I am to curse those that stand against me and what I believe… but I 
am called to bless them.  
Paul is preaching what Jesus preached. Absurd, counterintuitive, profound love lived 
out.  
 
It is then a life of empathy. “Rejoice with those that rejoice and weep with those that 
weep.” “Believers are to identify with the world in the ups and downs of human life, to 
be a healing balm for a cold world.” How poignant this is in the wake of terrorism…  
 
We can do this with ease when they are circumstances that we would rejoice or weep 
over. But Paul does not say, rejoice with others when it makes you happy, or weep with 
those experiencing pain you understand. No, this is a sympathetic posture to those we 
encounter in life even when it doesn’t make sense or jive with us.  
 
This is also a harmonious and humble life. Here Paul uses “one another” which 
seems to tie it back to the discussion of love among believers but it is smack in the 
middle of life outside the faith as well. Harmony is getting along which is done in 
humility. 
 
“Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.” This 
is to think of ourselves with sober judgment, knowing who we are, and not elevating 



ourselves above others. And going where we would least be expected… to be around 
people that perhaps make us uncomfortable... 
 
“Christians are to associate with everyone - the ordinary people, the unimportant, the 
outcasts of society...Verses 14-16 call for a caring heart that is vulnerable to the world. A 
Christian who is elitist, who only associates with people of the same intellectual or 
academic or professional interests, is not living up to what Scripture mandates.”  
 
Okay Paul! Enough!.. But it goes further.  
 
Repay no one evil for evil; he will say this three time in our text. Don’t get even. Even in 
secret but choose to be honorable to everyone.  
“Officers during the Korean War who rented a house for themselves and hired a Korean 
houseboy to work for them. He was a cheerful, happy soul, and they were young and had 
a lot of fun playing tricks on him. They would nail his shoes to the floor, and they would 
put water up over the door so that when he pushed it open the bucket would fall on him. 
They played all kinds of tricks, but he always took them in such a beautiful, good humor 
that they finally became ashamed for themselves. They called him in one day and said, 
"We've been doing all these mean things to you and you have taken it so beautifully. We 
just want to apologize to you and tell you that we are never going to do those things 
again." He said, "You mean no more nail shoes to floor?" They said, "No more." He said, 
"You mean no more water on door?" They said, "No more." "Okay then," he said, "no 
more spit in soup!"’ 
 
Instead of getting even we are to fair and have integrity before all. This changes how we 
do business, how we retaliate when things go wrong…  
 
And it also shapes how we attempt to live in peace. “If possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live in peace with all.” Here is finally an out! “If possible” Paul knows that it is not 
always possible but as far as it depends on us, all of our part in any situation and 
circumstance is to be oriented toward peace.  
 
We become the person of peace in our neighborhoods, in our offices, and schools. This is 
a life that is starkly different than the norm and maybe you feel some of the cultural rub 
against your inclinations and how you were raised… or how you are raising your kids!  
 
This is turning the other cheek in every situation! And it goes on. “Never avenge 
yourselves…”  
 



This is the believer trusting in God to work out what he desires, and to set aside the need 
for vengeance. I don’t need to get even because God will judge.  
 
We do the opposite of what our flesh might want, we care for our enemy. Feeding them 
when hungry, giving them drink when thirsty… meeting their needs instead of righting 
the wrongs. And in doing good to our enemies, we will heap burning pangs of shame and 
contrition on their heads that hopefully (not surely) will lead them to God’s grace. 
 
That is the goal of this profound living isn’t it? To reveal something bigger than 
ourselves, something of worth that is more valuable than living as society suggests. This 
is overcoming evil with good. Goodness we can only know and live in response to the 
goodness of Jesus and the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Galatians 6:8-10 “For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap 
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. [9] 
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give 
up. [10] So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to 
those who are of the household of faith.” 
 
The harvest of eternal life for us and those that might see and believe…  
 
So here we have Two pillars. “Love in the Church and love in the world go together. They 
are the demands of commitment. Our minds have been renewed. Our lives have been 
transformed. And the Holy Spirit can do all this through us.” 
 
Often the case though is that I am not loving or living in this way and these imperatives 
hit me like a load of bricks.  
 
The heading of this section in my Bible says “Marks of the True Christian.” And I 
contemplate… am I a true Christian?  
 
But these are implications to be lived not for their own sake or out of dutiful obedience. 
This is all to be done not out of guilt but from grace.  
The only way we can love, the only way we can live in these profound ways are to be 
struck and fueled by the love we have received.  
 
3) Love Received  
 



This section of Scripture began with an appeal that remains for us, by the mercies of 
God… love and live. Because you have been loved…  
 
John 15:9-13 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. [10] 
If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father's commandments and abide in his love. [11] These things I have spoken to you, 
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. [12] “This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. [13] Greater love has no 
one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” 
 
Jesus’ love for us. His love is genuine. He calls out sin and clings to the goodness of God, 
to righteousness that only he can deliver.  
 
His love adopts us into the family, it gives us honor we could never deserve… It gives us 
his place in the kingdom.  
 
His love is enthusiastic over us. With unflagging zeal he petitions the Father on our 
behalf constantly.  
 
His love overcomes. There is not a chain that his love can’t break. This love is freedom! 
This love experienced tribulation so that when we do it covers us.  
 
His love meets our every need.  
 
Jesus’ life for us… The reality is that we were and are the outsiders. Yet Jesus, the 
God-man, secure in heaven, in glory, extends himself toward us. He comes and lives 
among us.  
 
Jesus associates with the lowly when the religious are offended. He calls sinners friends. 
He invites them into his life, into his space.  
 
He does what is honorable, living obediently in our place. Proclaiming truth and calling 
those far off to life with him.  
 
And while we were still enemies… when he could have avenged himself with fire… he 
pleads forgiveness for his murderers. He overcomes the evil of death and sin on the 
cross and in his resurrection.  
 



This is the love and life poured out for you. That at belief in Jesus the depth of this love, 
the great benefits of it and new life are yours. The Spirit’s empowerment to love others, 
even enemies is sourced here.  
 
This is the love we abide in… that his joy may be full in us, that we would live from this 
love.  
 
To experience these marks of a true Christian in our lives, we run to this love we have 
received. Over and over again and we let it transform us into people that love profoundly 
and live profoundly.  
 
Response:  
 
Check Yourself: How are you living? Christian, does this description of life and love 
match what is going on in your life? Repent as needed and turn again to Christ for 
transformation, renewing of your mind, and motivation.  
 
Non-believer, do you find yourself lost in the hamster wheel of a life bent on getting 
even and settling for false loves? Are you tired of being your own God? Do you recognize 
you brokenness and sin and need of a savior? Turn from it today and put your faith in 
Christ, for salvation, new life and a love that matters.  
 
Be loved: Rest in the love of Christ for you. These mercies of God. Know that at your 
worst, when an enemy, God in love for you, saved you. He, in this love, is pleased with 
you and very, very fond of you. You are secure in his love. This is the truest of loves 
claiming the truest you… who you were meant to be.  
 
Love: Let your love be genuine. Shed the hypocrisy of the world and let the gospel 
spawn mutual affection for believers especially in the church… become part of the 
family! Fight with alongside each other for good and godly things, honor one another 
and be known by your love for each other.  
 
Live: Let this love spill way over into our neighborhoods and workplaces. Let it freak 
out our enemies and venture to do good, create culture and shed a tear with those in 
need of the gospel. This is the adventurous life simply because it is different… Live in 
community to figure out how far this all goes…  
 
The gospel calls and empowers us to love and live in profound ways.  
 



This profound love and profound life are a challenge. But they are a reflection of the 
completely other love of God for us. Beloved, all we do is respond in the way the gift 
came to us.  
 
May the Lord work his love in us, that we would love each other and our world for his 
glory.  


