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As we have been in the practical portion of Romans, just Chapter 12 so far, there have 
been calls that take gospel implications for life very deep. We ended last week asking 
“how far does this go?” 
 
In this genuine love, for one another in the church, and for the world, our enemies even, 
how far does it go. Generally, we like calls to love other Christians. That seems like it 
makes sense - whether we actually do it or not - but living out that love with our 
detractors? That is a harder pill to swallow.  
 
And for most of us, whether we realize it or not, this is still a question we wrestle with - 
how far far does this Christian thing really go? Are there places in my life that can 
remains unaffected by the gospel? What are the loopholes… We turn on the news or 
open facebook, and playing out before us is this very question, should my faith infiltrate 
my politics, my perspective and my opinions?  
 
Then we get to sections of the Bible like we find ourselves in today, and the call to love is 
ratcheted up to a call to submit.  To submit to authorities, governmental authorities. 
Now our question of ‘how far does this go?’ changes to the statement, ‘this has gone too 
far!’  
 
But in Romans’ call to be the best citizens, we can find tremendous hope and a 
reasonable path forward in engaging the civic governments we encounter.  
 
Because we are the favored citizens of King Jesus we can submit to lesser 
kings.  
 
Romans 13:1-7  
 
Just a few sections of Scripture into the practical implications for life this side of grace. 
These are implications for Christians, those that have been given the gift of justification, 
having wrath against our disregard for God dealt with by Christ.  
These are implications for those that are permanent residences of the Holy Spirit who 
frees and fuels us to live in response to the good news of Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection.  
 
These implications are the after picture for the believer in Jesus that has gone through a 
dramatic change.  



These implications are not a path to earn justification or an increasing sense of privilege. 
The order of Romans, and all of the new Testament, is important, grace comes to you, 
and you live.  
 
So this is where we find ourselves, having thought through sharing your gifts in the 
church, loving others and even enemies, Paul now inserts a call to submit to governing 
authorities.  
 
Here we have the command to be subject, the role of governments and our responsibility 
under them… When we approach this text it is likely that we immediately move to the 
ramifications of it… “what about civil disobedience? what if the government enforces 
evil?” And these are good questions, but Paul starts at an important foundational level, 
an ultimate level, that should shape how we face these questions.  
 
He begins with the place of authority.  
 
Romans 13:1 “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.” 
 
1) The Place of Authority  
 
When you look at a photograph in which you are included, what is the first thing you 
look at? YOU! And what you see in that thing you magnetize to will shape your view of 
the whole picture. 
That is what we often do with Scripture - we zoom in to us and we can miss the point. 
Here Paul opens with the line “let every person be subject to the governing authorities.”  
 
“Every person…” That’s me, zoom in, “be subject to the governing authorities,” Oh man!  
 
But let’s not miss the reason behind the command, “FOR, there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.”  
 
God in his sovereignty, is in the business of putting into place governments, in fact there 
is not a single civic authority that has not been instituted by God.  
  
Daniel 2:20-21 Daniel get an interpretation of the king’s dream… “Blessed be the 
name of God forever and ever, to whom belong wisdom and might. [21] He changes 
times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings;” 



Jesus tells Pilate at his trial that he would have no authority if it had not come from 
above…  
 
God is in the kingdom building business.  
 
In the same way that Paul has put God’s sovereignty before us in terms of salvation and 
election, here he is again reminding us that God is fully in control and it is his decree 
that not only calls people into relationship with himself, but also establishes those that 
rule among us.  
 
And it is the God-man, Jesus that has all authorities under his footstool.  
 
Matthew 28:18 “Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me.” 
 
Ephesians 1:20-21 “God raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.” 
 
John 17:2 “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 
since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you 
have given him.” 
 
This is Jesus in control of all layers of authority - parents, church, school, work and as 
outlined in our text, governments.  
 
All lesser kingdoms are under the rule and reign of King Jesus. And because of this, we 
can be subject to civic authorities, knowing they have been instituted by our king.  
 
It is not always clear why certain people or regimes are in control… but whether we have 
the perspective to see why God has granted authority, we are to know that he has.  
 
We have to start and return here often - the foundation of civic involvement and 
subjection or submission, is the authority of God. When we resist authorities it is God 
we are resisting…  
 
And we know his authority is for our good and his glory, so embracing the place of 
authority makes it easier to swallow the command to obey governments.  
 



We can also know that he institutes them for a purpose…  
 
2) The Role of Governments  
 
Romans 13:3-4 “For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you 
have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive 
his approval, [4] for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for 
he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries 
out God's wrath on the wrongdoer.” 
 
Here is government as a common grace for us and all others. It is the blessing of order.  
 
To be opposed to bad conduct, to violence and theft, to not be feared.  
 
Civil governments are to approve and honor what is good, and those that are good.  The 
government as God’s servant, God’s deacon, for our good.  
Government is then a gift from God for our good.  
 
This is government as a provider of safety and administer of justice.  
 
Just sentences before Paul has told the Christian three times to not get even, to not seek 
vengeance. Reminding us that vengeance is the Lord’s. And here the government is the 
avenger carrying out God’s wrath on those that do evil.  
So governing authorities are instituted by God to maintain order, promote good and 
bear the sword against wrongdoing.  
 
As Americans, most of us, we can appreciate this ideal of government, and we have all 
experienced it at its best… protecting all and honoring good.  
 
Just as the governing authorities have a God-given role to play, we as Christians have a 
responsibility under those authorities.  
 
3) The Christian’s Responsibility  
 
Peter, echoing Paul’s charge to the church, gives the same instruction outlining the 
responsibility of believers.  
 
1 Peter 2:13-17 “Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it 
be to the emperor as supreme, [14] or to governors as sent by him to punish those who 



do evil and to praise those who do good. [15] For this is the will of God, that by doing 
good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. [16] Live as people who 
are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. [17] 
Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.” 
 
Romans 13:1 “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.” 
 
Romans 13:5-7 “Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath 
but also for the sake of conscience. [6] For because of this you also pay taxes, for the 
authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. [7] Pay to all what is owed 
to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to 
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.” 
 
Our responsibility is to submit ourselves to those that rule, as our Christian conscience 
tells us it is right to do. We pay taxes, and fees and relate with respect and honor for 
those in authority. We are called to the be the best citizens.  
 
Interestingly, Paul does not make Christian obedience contingent on governmental 
behavior.  
 
“Christians, like everyone else, are to do what the governing authorities tell us to do; and 
not just because we fear punishment, but also because we recognize that God stands 
behind government and we want to avoid doing that which would violate our 
consciences.”  
 
The challenge is that we all know that governments can go off the rails. They can miss 
the purpose as outlined and function in ways that harm rather than protect, or approve 
of evil rather than good.  
 
In fact far too many governments are or have been flat out evil. When that is the case it 
becomes important that we have a full biblical theology to inform how we respond.  
 
South African leaders would read this text to religious opponents to Apartheid… as if 
they would quiet down and submit… 
 
When governments miss the mark, especially in a context like ours where we have 
unrestricted voice and a vote, we must call on authorities to govern as they were 
purposed.  



“Christians should urge governments to fulfill their proper role. They are to pray for, 
obey and yes watchover civil governments, reminding them that God ordained them to 
rule, protect and keep order.” 
 
When they continue to serve evil and command others into it the Christian must oppose 
them.  
 
Especially when it contradicts the commands of our true king.  
 
Acts 5:28-29 “saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you 
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon 
us.” [29] But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.” 
 
In Daniel 3, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, defy the order to worship the golden 
image…  
 
“Paul’s demand that Christians submit to government means simply that they recognize 
government’s rightful place within the hierarchy of relationships established by God, a 
hierarchy at whose pinnacle is God. When, therefore, government usurps its place, and 
commands us to do something contrary to our ultimate Lord, we are free - indeed 
obligated - to disobey.” 
 
“Our conclusion is this: a Christian must disobey his government when it asks him to 1) 
violate a commandment of God, 2) commit an immoral or unethical act, or 3) go against 
his Christian conscience (a conscience that is informed by Scripture and is in 
submission to the Spirit of God).” - Hughes  
 
This is the answer to how far it goes I suppose. And we must work these things out in 
community, weighing realities and seeing with clear eyes circumstance and determining 
actions.  
 
It is fascinating however that for Paul and certainly by the time Peter writes his epistles, 
the governing authorities are not champions of goodness and protecting the least among 
the nations. They were oppressive, cruel and would take pleasure in mutilating 
Christians… and still these words of submission, respect and honor.. 
 
The authors of Scripture can call Christians to subject themselves to lesser kings because 
their trust in King Jesus is that great that all security, all freedom, all provision is in him 
and not the corrupt or even kind governments.  



God does not institute their sin while governing… his purpose is not always clear but he 
allows for certain rulers to rule…  
 
When it least makes sense, then we go full circle, back to the source of authority. Like 
the apostles, we are invited into trusting the King.  
 
Everything that we might hope for from the best of governments is already ours in 
Christ. When you believe that Jesus lived in your place, died for you to cover your sin 
and rose from the dead, you are part of his kingdom.  Freedom. Inheritance. Security. 
Purpose. Approval. Life. Everything described in chapters 1-11 or Romans!  
 
Favored citizens…  
And this citizenship is heading somewhere glorious.  
 
Philippians 3:20-21 “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, [21] who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious 
body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.” 
 
Friends, in our current climate, of terror and hatred, instead of fear we are to live in 
trust. Our hope is not in what any government might do, but in what king Jesus has 
done and promises to do.  
 
Because of that we walk into the future, submitting and standing for truth, anticipating 
our King’s return.  
 
Because we are the favored citizens of King Jesus we can submit to lesser 
kings.  
 
A kingdom of peace for eternity.  
 
Response: Pay your taxes - be the best citizens. Participate. Be an example. This 
should also change how we talk about government - honoring. Encouraging to 
authorities. And kill the idols of politics! For too many we treat government like it is 
supposed to be the Messiah, but we already have One who reigns and is working for our 
good and his glory  
 
Ask God What He is Doing - in prayer and in community and then get on board with 
him. His ways are higher than ours… he puts authorities in place for his purpose. 
Governments ask, how can we be safe, Christians ask, how can the gospel go forward? 



Know your citizenship is safe and secure - Rest in the authority of your true king.  
 
Close:  Isaiah 11:1-10 “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
[2] And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

[3] And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
[4] but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
[5] Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
 
[6] The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

and a little child shall lead them. 
[7] The cow and the bear shall graze; 

their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

[8] The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 

[9] They shall not hurt or destroy 
in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover the sea. 

 
[10] In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the 

peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.” 


