
Sermon prepared for Grace Church on Romans 13:8-14 by Jonathan Shradar  
 
So much of Christianity feels like life on repeat… The message doesn’t change, the stories all 
point to the same redemptive crescendo and even the teachings of Scripture are summed up by 
one writer as exhortation by way of reminder.  
 
Reading a book on the move of the Spirit among a church in the 70’s and in discussing the 
simplicity and constancy of the message from the pulpit, the author tells the story of a church 
body that welcomed a new pastor.  
 
This pastor came and preached his first sermon on the subject of Love. And afterwards everyone 
filed out and said to the preacher, ‘That was an outstanding sermon… brilliant… the best ever’ 
and on and on.  
 
The next Sunday everybody came to church and, lo and behold, he preached the same sermon 
identically. And people were puzzled. But then they said to themselves, ‘Well, it was so good and 
really so well done, it probably was worth hearing twice.’  
 
The third Sunday, the same sermon on Love, and everyone became sort of quiet. The fourth 
Sunday, when this happened again, the head deacon formed a committee and this delegation 
went to see the pastor. And they said, “Look, we know that’s a good sermon, and we know you’re 
pretty proud of it, we know you like it, but don’t you have another one?”  
 
To which the pastor replied, ‘Yes, I do. And as soon as you learn the first one, I’ll start on 
another!’  
 
This is Paul as the preacher and his continuing emphasis on love…genuine love,  that he takes up 
again in today’s text.  
 
Those united with Christ reflect his love with light to the world.  
 
Romans 13:8-14 
 
The gospel, the good news of a savior and freedom in him, leads to changes not only on the 
cosmic level but even down to the individual and how they think and live. This is the gospel 
manifest in our lives.  
 
It extends to relationships and interactions with others. How do Christians relate to others… 
with love. It is a profound type of love lived out even toward our enemies Paul says. Those 
radically changed by the good news of Jesus, now experience transformed lives and not only do 
we have a whole new group of people to call family, other believers, but love and care extends to 
those we would rarely imagine, to enemies and to the government even.  
 



Gospel implications really do go that far. They implore and empower us to pay all that is owed. 
Taxes, revenue, respect and honor. All things that can be paid in full. And it even leads us to give 
out what is owed but could never be repaid.  
 
These implications move us closer to who we were meant to be.  
 
1) Meant to Love  
 
Romans 13:8-10 “Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. [9] For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You 
shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” [10] Love does no wrong to 
a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.” 
 
Do not be in debt to anyone except this debt of love. This is the Christian life, always paying out 
love.  
 
This is a profound call to develop a deep horizontal love… that can never be extinguished.  
“Paul desires that our debt of love should remain and never cease to be owed, for it is expedient 
that we should both pay this debt and always owe it.” The Christian is always a love-debtor, no 
matter how much love he gives.  
 
We tend in our natural disposition to use what we might describe as love for gain. I will give you 
love as long as I get what I desire in return. (Giving the neighbor baked goods… so he would 
shovel the driveway!)  
 
But what has been laid before us in Romans is quite different. Being transformed, our 
motivations change and instead of loving to get, we love because we have been given - because 
that is how things were meant to be.  
 
In fact all of the commandments, the guidelines for relating to God and other people pointed to 
this reality, that we should be love-debtors.  
 
Romans 13:9b Each and every commandment is “summed up in this word: “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” [10] Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling 
of the law.” 
 
This love goes far - “neighbor” in Greek is really “others of a different kind.”  
 
But it is not a new call, it is sourced deep in what has been revealed of God in his Word.  
 
A list of guidelines, the law for Israel is being catalogued and ends with, Leviticus 19:18b “you 
shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.” 



And for generation upon generation, the people attempted to accomplish to finish and to get out 
of “debt.” (Rich young ruler ‘All these I have done!’) 
 
But the weight of this command to love your neighbor remained.  
 
Pharisee asks Jesus what the greatest commandment is…  
Matthew 22:36-40 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” [37] And he said 
to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. [38] This is the great and first commandment. [39] And a second is like it: You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself. [40] On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets.” 
 
All of Scripture depends on loving God and loving your neighbor, on continual indebted love. 
This is what humanity was meant for.  
 
We arrive then at our text and we feel the inward inclination to accomplish the list… But we 
learned in Romans 7 that accomplishing the law in our own strength is futile.  
 
The glorious truth this side of the Old Testament is that we are not meant to generate our own 
love, but to reflect the love have been given in Christ.  
 
The love that approached the neighbor, the completely different, the broken, the sinful, the far 
off; this love that lavishes grace upon grace on us and called us into a family. This love that 
sacrificed itself for us, giving up his life that we might have life.  
 
This love that fills us and comforts us even today. This is the love that we are pay out, over and 
over again. We are a pass thru! And this is what we were meant for.  
 
Love does no harm to others. And it invites others into love.  
 
In our loving then, we are a beacon to others, of hope and newness of life and the love they too 
can have from Christ.  
 
And when we receive this love from Christ, we not only love others, but we move from darkness 
to light. We are transformed into different people.  
2) Loved to be Light  
 
Romans 13:11-14 “Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. [12] The night is far 
gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light. [13] Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. [14] But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.” 



Paul now begins to have a view toward the second advent of Jesus, his return and the sense of 
urgency our lives should have given this reality. He is saying, we are meant to love as if we can 
never love enough, and we know the time is short so let’s get on with it!  
 
“Romans 13 began with important teaching about how we can be good citizens, and good 
neighbors; it ends with why we should be. There is no greater incentive to the doing of these 
duties that a lively expectation of the Lord’s return.” Stott 
 
Believers are to wake up from spiritual lethargy and love their neighbors while they have the 
opportunity to do so.  
 
How many of us have been told to wake up recently? This might be a good verse for parents to 
memorize so you can help put Scripture into your kids’ hearts! As we think of it, we are usually 
tired and want to remain in the warmth of our beds and slow to open our eyes…  
 
Spiritual sleep is not restful… it is slow and unaware and, it seems from this text, living in the 
same sinful patterns of life before Christ.  
 
Instead and because we are closer to final salvation, to Christ’s return, we are invited to live 
awakened... 
 
Awakened to the truth of Christ’s work for us and the depth of the goodness of the gospel. 
Awakened to the glorious transformation that is promised through the Spirit. And awakened to 
the life Jesus has set before us, the urgency of living it!  
 
12a “The night is far gone; the day is at hand.” 
 
The NIV and others translate that “the night is nearly gone.” Prok-op-to has the sense of 
advance or accomplishment. And  I think both are right and might be helpful in understanding 
the Spiritual and experiential truth at work.  
 
In the spiritual sense, the night being far gone, is a pronouncement that the darkness is done. 
Out of darkness and into light we have come by believing in Christ. This is the “it is finished” 
reality for those claimed by Jesus and covered by his work on the cross.  
 
This spiritual reality then informs our experiential. The day is nearly gone… the suffering we 
experience, the unknown of the broken world and our feeble bodies. This shade, this night time 
is coming to an end and we hope in the light.  
 
It is also the reminder that our sinfulness and even the desire for sin is fading and headed 
toward extinction.  
 



Like water after a rain… when it is raining it is dark and the ground is covered in moisture. But 
as the sun comes out and shines upon it all, it begins to vaporize and dry… like fog lifting… it is 
really being burnt off by the light and warmth of the sun. Here Paul is saying, are you feeling 
drenched? Move into the light!  
 
In our wakefulness then, we put on Christ.  
 
12b-14 “So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. [13] Let us 
walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 
sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. [14] But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.” 
 
Here again is a list of things to avoid, now not in the form of the commandments of the law but 
as things that have the potential to harm our neighbors, to harm others.  
 
These are things to be killed in our lives. To be put off. These are the works of darkness to cast 
off. And they are slayed by putting something else on. 
 
We might think this is removing patches of sin in the garments of our lives, but this is putting on 
a whole new covering.  
 
Imagine that you wear a robe. You think it is supposed to be white, but as long as you can 
remember it has been stained and tattered. It used to be so comfortable that you didn’t care 
what it looked like but now it is unsettling just how filthy the thing is.  
 
You have done a good job as of late hiding the worst spots when other people are around but it is 
becoming exhausting. So you determine to once and for all clean up this robe. You get the 
hottest water you can find, you apply commercial quantities of oxyclean and scrub as hard as 
you can…  
 
At best the stain dulls as time goes on, but usually it seems like you have just spread it out… and 
you even find yourself mindlessly rubbing in new filth which confounds you… This is so often 
how we live out our Christian life, isn’t it?!  
 
But Paul says, the filth is handled as we “put on the armor of light...put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  
 
So in our analogy of the dirty robe. Instead of our own work to clean it, we are given a new, 
spotless and brilliantly white robe to wear. And nothing sticks to it. If anything, instead of 
dulling over time it seems to be brighter and brighter.  
 
This makes all the difference, that is Christ that we put on, not our ability to accomplish our own 
sanctification, becoming more like him, but Jesus himself covers, motivates and empowers us.  



“‘Let your armour be the Lord Jesus Christ’ (JB). In any case, it is not Christlikeness only that 
we are to assume, but Christ himself, laying hold of him, and ‘living under him as Lord’.” Stott 
 
What does it mean to put on Christ? 
 
“Putting on Christ each day doesn’t mean wearing him as an imposition, or nuisance, or a 
burden. It means wearing him as protection—that is, trusting him, and wearing him as the 
supplier of all your future needs—that is, hoping in him—and wearing him as your supreme 
treasure—that is, loving him.” 
 
“Put on Jesus Christ means put him on as the parachute for your skydiving behind enemy lines. 
It means put him on as the high-impact protective anti-explosive suit when you disarm the 
bombs of the devil. It means put him on as the asbestos fire-proof suit when you rescue sinners 
from the flames of hell. It means put him on as a bullet proof vest when you confront the pistols 
of sin and unbelief.” 

“Put on the Lord Jesus Christ means put him on as a badge that admits you to all the resources 
of heaven that you need to do his will. It means put him on as the best intercom system that ever 
was so that there can be constant communication with the one whom you love above all others 
and who is himself everything you need. Put on the Lord Jesus Christ means trust him, hope in 
him, cherish him for all these things.” John Piper. 

This is our union with Christ when we believe in him. This is the armor of light that shields us 
from the corruption of sin and darkness. And when we recognize that Christ is our garment, and 
he becomes our satisfaction, his love changes us, we turn from the wickedness of our past, we 
make no provision for our flesh. 
 
Paul gives three big categories of sin that we fight off at the first thought of it…  
 
Drunkenness (the numbing of life with alcohol or drugs or even gluttonous eating), Sexual sin 
(stoking lust or sensuality for anyone other than your spouse, visual and emotional 
pornography, sex outside of covenantal marriage), Quarreling and jealousy (pride-driven envy, 
thinking I deserve what someone else has… arrogant quarreling to prove our worth).  
 
Living in these is not loving our neighbors… they are likely to harm.  
 
When any of these things arise, when the thoughts come to mind, we turn instead to the 
fulfillment we have in Christ, that he is our satisfaction for all things… As we have put on Christ.  
 
How do we put on Christ?  
 



Faith comes from hearing, so put on Christ by read and listening to the Word of God about 
Christ. Hope comes from promises, so put on Christ by remembering the promises of Christ. 
Love comes by the loveliness of Christ, so put him on by bringing to mind his beauty and love for 
you.  
 
In this we reflect the light of Christ as he transforms our lives and is the motivation and fuel for 
our love for others.  
 
“Love them until they ask why!”  
 
This is when others notice and are invited to experience the love of Christ for themselves.  
How irresistible Christianity would be in everyday, uneventful life if Christians truly loved their 
“neighbors” as themselves and lived for a whole different set of priorities and passions?  
 
Those united with Christ reflect his love with light to the world.  
 
This word from Paul is not a nagging list of behaviors but a reminder to live as we were meant, 
empowered to, because the day is at hand. Perhaps this morning you read and hear these words 
and realize that your whole life is about gratifying the desires of you flesh, that you have never 
have felt or understood the love of Jesus.  
 
Or maybe you are a believer, but you find yourself trying to spot clean the dirty robe…  
 
Soak in the love of Christ - Put on Christ: Believe that he came and lived a perfect life for 
you, that he died in your place to cover sin and that he rose on the third day giving you new life 
in him. Know that there is nothing that can change his love for you and your security in him. Ask 
the Holy Spirit to transform your mind as he transforms your heart and empowers you to love.  
 
Christian, be reminded of this belief as every opportunity. Put on Christ by being people of the 
Word, that cherish the promises of Christ and ask the Spirit to make Jesus the most beautiful, 
satisfying thing in your life.  
 
And get into authentic community that will help you put on Christ, community that isn’t 
shocked by your stains and that will remind you of the brilliant robe of Christ. Community that 
will bring you to Scripture, and remind you of your place as a child of God.  
 
Then Love - At every opportunity, and toward all people, love. Live in love, doing only kindness 
and help for others rather than harm. What a perfect season to step out of the routine in love for 
your neighbors, for the those different from you and in need of love. As you put on Christ, I 
promise you will be given opportunities to love. Be ready and willing to do so! And live different, 
live satisfied, this is sometimes the most loving thing as you don’t use others or expect 
fulfillment from them…  
 



Those united with Christ reflect his love with light to the world.  
 
Paul’s call to look forward to the second advent is only true and applicable because there was a 
first advent, a first arrival of God with us. Which we begin celebrating today.  
 
Prophets of old spoke of his coming. Rumors of freedom and a new kingdom made there way 
through generations and in the most surprising unfolding of events, as a young couple made 
their way to be counted in a census, life was upon us in the birth of a baby who's coming angels 
would herald before they worshiped.  
 
At the birth of Jesus, the greatest love of all comes and lives among us.  
 
John 1:9-14 “The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. [10] He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. [11] He 
came to his own,(1) and his own people(2) did not receive him. [12] But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, [13] who were born, 
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. [14] And the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” 
 
John 8:12 “Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
 
“Christ is the light of the world. Christ is the long-awaited Messiah. Christ is the Savior from this 
evil age and the blazing center of the Age to come. He has come. He will come. We live in the 
time between these two comings. He has saved us, he is saving us, he will save us. We are not 
“destined for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” So put on Christ. 
Clothe yourselves with Christ. Arm yourselves with Christ. Never be without the covering of 
Christ. Let your friendship with Christ be as close as the shirt you wear.” Piper 
 
May we experience this advent everyday, may we receive Christ daily and fully and be motivated 
to love for his glory.  


