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Listening to the announcements today I was reminded just how crazy of a season Christmas 
time is. There are so many moving parts, and we convince ourselves, so much to do.  
 
The family events to plan, the shopping to accomplish, the extra church services… Thankfully we 
don’t have to shovel snow off the sidewalk!  
 
In the midst of the craziness, nerves can be tensed and we can become a little short with those 
we claim to love the most. ‘If only, this one time, we could have harmony!’ Actually be the family 
in the Norman Rockwell painting! Don’t you remember what the season is all about?! Family, 
love, peace on earth and goodwill toward men… 
 
This desire for harmony is not only seasonal however. We long for it… a sense of peace or 
Shalom, what we were meant to experience from day one. That our families would be 
harmonious… that our world would be peaceful and safe… that the church would be unified.  
 
There is a way to realize all these things. It might seem like they could only be experienced on a 
Hallmark channel Christmas special! But there is a way of peace on earth and goodwill toward 
men…  
 
We see it laid before us in the context of the church in Romans 14.  
 
Where Jesus is Lord, there is a culture of grace and peace. 
 
Romans 14:1-9 
 
How do you live out genuine love for people that are different from you? That has essentially 
been what Paul has focused on for the last few chapters of Romans. Gospel implications, 
impacting the way we live, not as individuals alone, but in community.  
 
In the early church, just as today, tensions existed over ritual and customs. The tension Paul 
uncovers is that of food, drink and days. Can the converted Jew eat any meat in Rome if there is 
no way to verify if it is kosher let along the porkchop?!  What of the believer that has a full sense 
of freedom in Christ and throws everything on the grill and enjoys it to the glory of God?  
 
Is the Sabbath more sacred, and shouldn’t we be strict adherents to this mandatory rest. Or is 
each day the same, none holier than another? These are questions playing out in the church in 
Rome, and elsewhere, and Paul describes the tension as difference between a “stronger” and 
“weaker” brother.  
 
It is important in this distinction between those stronger and weaker in faith, to see that the 
weak are not described as sinning in their weakness. They are just not fully awakened to the 



freedom granted in the gospel… and if that is the case, we all have moments as the weaker 
brother and sister. 
 
“they were not like the heretical Judaizers in Galatia who thought they could put God under 
obligation by obeying the Law - they knew it was all by grace. However, though they understood 
this, they did not entirely escape the thought that observing the Law was pleasing to Christ. They 
felt this was an appropriate response to God’s grace. Their position was understandable, but not 
Biblical.” Hughes  
 
In Romans 14 we have a full chapter of instruction on how to relate with other believers, those 
that have put faith for salvation in Jesus, but have different opinions and conscience than we do. 
And while we could methodically walk through the chapter, instead we want to focus where Paul 
does. On the reason for relating to one another with grace. And then think of how it affects our 
relating. 
This is the way of harmony, realizing that we are not our own, but belong to another.  
 
1) Not Our Own  
 
Most of our lives we expend energy and we cast huge vision to see ourselves as the one in 
control. And when it comes to relating to others, we are willing to get along with absolutely 
anybody, as long as they do what I like and think the way I want them to.  
 
Even in things of faith, we can approach God in similar ways. God has to fit in my neat little box 
or I will have nothing to do with him… But for the Christian, for those that have put faith in 
Jesus for salvation, we are called to live differently, no longer grasping for control of the throne 
of our lives but recognizing we are living under the authority and in the empowerment of 
another. 
 
Romans 14:7-9 “For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. [8] For if we 
live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we 
die, we are the Lord's. [9] For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both 
of the dead and of the living.” 
 
This is the truth that guides the way we interact with each other in the church and it is the truth 
that will change how we interact with the world.  
 
We are not our own. Our living is not for our sake and our dying is not for our sake… instead we 
live to the Lord and die to the Lord. We are the Lord’s.  
 
Here is Jesus in his rightful place on the throne of the universe “the one who is absolutely 
sovereign.”  
 



Today, the title “Lord” doesn’t have much recognition outside of the church and even in the 
church we sometimes miss the significance of it. But the church in Rome receiving this letter 
from Paul would be keenly aware of the weight of such a title here given to Jesus.  
 
It was commonplace to call Caesar “kurios” or Lord. As emperor he was the ruler of the realm 
and all of his subjects were to elevate him to divine status. Thankfully our culture doesn’t have 
the context for this… “Obama is Lord… George Bush is Lord…” But for the Christian, while we 
would honor Caesar and the governments that God instituted, we have confessed that Jesus 
alone is Lord, divinely over all things.  
 
Today the claim of kurios is not being made from some supreme political leader but instead for 
the self. “Choose your own path… the divine in you…” We chafe at the idea that we are not in 
control of our destiny…  
 
But the Christian has recognized who is in control. Who is actually Lord, and that changes how 
we live.  
 
Romans 14:9 “For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the 
dead and of the living.” 
 
We know as sure as “it is finished,” that the wrath of God against sin has been satisfied on the 
cross and we are given new life in Christ, Jesus is Lord over all.  
 
Romans 10:9 “if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
 
Truth is, Jesus is not waiting for you to make him Lord, he is Lord, and we are called to 
recognize it and live in response to it.  
 
If he is and will always be the sovereign ruler of everything in heaven and on earth, then we can 
trust him to judge his people, to work out his purpose. We can pursue peace and mutual 
upbuilding in the church.  
 
“The Lordship of Christ is the foundational truth for the unity of the Church amidst diversity of 
opinion.” 
 
His Lordship is the way of harmony, of grace and peace.  
 
Where Jesus is Lord, there is a culture of grace and peace. 
 
Here in Romans 14, this Lordship of Jesus shifts our motivations and actions in relation to other 
believers, it creates a culture of grace where we think about others differently and we interact 
differently.  



 
2) Gracious Thinking  
 
Culturally we love to share our opinions, our “right thinking.” It comes out on social media and 
in conversations.  
 
Judging one another is one of the favorite pastimes of Christians today. But with Jesus as Lord, 
our opinions and quickness to judge change.  
 
Romans 14:1-4 “As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over 
opinions. [2] One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only 
vegetables. [3] Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who 
abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. [4] Who are you to 
pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. 
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.” 
 
This is gracious thinking, to not be so unsettled by the decisions of another to abstain from 
certain things that we despise them. Instead we welcome them. Instead of judging them we trust 
the Lord to sanctify and transform them. 
 
People have come into the church that have a skewed view of the freedom granted in the grace of 
Christ and live differently than you, or someone is eating what you think should be avoided… 
instead of judging and distancing yourself from them you welcome them just as God has 
welcomed them.  
 
We are not talking about basic doctrines such as sin, the deity of Christ, salvation by faith, or 
clear Scriptural commandments against adultery or lying. Truth is we need to be ready to 
lovingly confront each other if we are living in unrepentant sin or denying the truths of the 
gospel.  
 
I have a couple of pairs of running shorts that should only be worn in the dark! As we were 
heading out to run, I asked Stacy if she thought a certain pair would be okay… “I wouldn’t, those 
aren’t my favorite…” So I tried on the other pair… “Those are worse than the others…” When I 
told her that I was preaching about keeping your opinions to yourself, she quipped “Some 
opinions need to be shared!” 
 
That is true in relation to sin and open disobedience to Christ. But when it comes to the 
non-essentials, we give grace.  
 
“From a gospel perspective, questions of diet and days are precisely non-essentials.” Stott 
 
In our day we might mention such practices as: 
The mode of baptism  



Use of cosmetics 
Alcohol 
Tobacco 
The establishment of the millennium or fulfillment of OT prophecy 
Choice of education for children  
Music - in church and outside 
Material wealth 
Bible translation used 
 
These are not the things that matter, and we don’t live to quarrel over them. We don’t judge each 
other when we hear the beats cranking from the car, or see you having a beer at a restaurant… 
We don’t speak ill of decision others have made before God... 
 
“We must not elevate non-essentials, especially issues of custom and ceremony, to the level of 
essential and make them test of orthodoxy and conditions of fellowship.” Stott. 
 
Because Jesus is Lord, of you and the other believer, genuine acceptance of one another is the 
only option.  
 
“It is wonderful that the apostle lifts the very mundane question of our mutual relationships in 
the Christian community to the high theological level of the death, resurrection and consequent 
universal lordship of Jesus. Because he is our Lord, we must live for him. Because he is also the 
Lord of our fellow Christians, we must respect their relationship to him and mind our own 
business…” Stott.  
 
Understanding Jesus is Lord, leads to gracious thinking, and it also leads to gracious living.  
 
3) Gracious Living  
 
Since Jesus is Lord and will judge his people, 
Romans 14:13-15 “Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather 
decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. [14] I know and am 
persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean for anyone who 
thinks it unclean. [15] For if your brother is grieved by what you eat, you are no longer walking 
in love. By what you eat, do not destroy the one for whom Christ died.” 
This is the gracious thinking, trusting in the Lordship of Jesus, lived out as we determine to 
never hinder the growth of a weaker brother or lead them to stumble. Now we all agree and 
there is plenty of language in Scripture warning of leading others to sin, but here it is stumbling 
in relation to their conscience and what they think is right before the Lord.  
 
And what Paul is saying is that the strong, mature Christian voluntarily limits his freedom out of 
love for his weaker brothers and sisters. 
 



The Romans Christian doesn’t invite his weaker brother to dinner and only serve meet when he 
knows he abstains. I don’t invite you to join my hip hop dance troupe when I know you avoid 
dancing…  
 
This is a hard one, because once we have been awakened to the freedom we have in Christ it is 
unthinkable to rachet that back. We view grace as only acceptance and affirming others but it 
also is living different for the sake of others out of love. And we pray it is not permanent!  
 
We don’t slay other believers on our altar of freedom.  
 
Romans 14:16 “So do not let what you regard as good be spoken of as evil.” 
 
Do not allow what you consider good (i.e. the liberty you have found in Christ) to be spoken of as 
evil, because you flaunt it to the detriment of the weak. 
 
“A Christian man is a most free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian man is a most dutiful 
servant of all, subject of all.” Martin Luther. We are all immensely free in Christ. Our only 
bondage is the bond of love to our fellow believers.  
 
Romans 14:17-19 “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. [18] Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable 
to God and approved by men. [19] So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual 
upbuilding.” 
 
Where Jesus is Lord this is the place of care for one another in love. Where Jesus is Lord, we a 
gracious in our thinking of one another and we are gracious in our living with one another, all 
for Christ’s glory. For peace and building each other up.  
 
There is room in Christ’s Church for you whether you wear wingtips or sandals, whether you 
walk to church or ride in a Rolls, whether you powder your nose or not, whether you dance or 
not, whether you drink or refrain, whether you watch TV or read books, whether you use my 
translation or not! 
 
The Church, living in love and under the lordship of Jesus, is the model for the world… How do 
they have love? How do they have harmony?  
 
Where Jesus is Lord, there is a culture of grace and peace. 
 
Jesus’ Lordship not only affects the church but it also affects the world as we live in a way that 
invites outsiders to realize the goodness of Christ and his reign over all.  
 



This is the season for “peace on earth, good will to men…” Advent, Jesus’ coming as a child, the 
long-awaiting king born into the mess of humanity, is all about his Lordship.  For this end, Jesus 
lived and died in your place, he rose from the dead, that he would be Lord of all.  
 
Isaiah 9:6-7 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. [7] Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 
with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do 
this.” 
 
Jesus comes to make himself king over all.  
 
Gospel Response: 
 
Get in - Today believe that Jesus live an obedient life and died an innocent death in your place, 
to solve your need for a savior, intervention from sin and disregard for God. And that he is Lord, 
in your life, and over all. Christian, be reminded of this truth today and let it inform all of your 
life, your interactions in church, at home and in the world.  
 
Get gracious - Romans 14 is a wonderful call to just chill when it comes to how other believers 
respond to the grace of Christ. Let the Lordship of Christ shape how you think of others and let it 
shape how you live in love for others.  
 
Close: As we hope for unity among believers, as we long for harmony around the holiday dinner 
table and as we long for peace on earth, it is to the Lord of all that we turn with confidence, that 
he will bring peace by his grace. And we trust not in temporary kingdoms and mini-lords but 
trust in the One that will not be shaken.  
 
“The more we see the world consumed by darkness, the greater reason we have to invest our all 
into the Kingdom that will never be overcome.” Kell 
 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow - I Hear the Christmas Bells 
 
“I heard the bells on Christmas Day, Their old, familiar carols play, and wild and sweet, The 
words repeat, Of peace on earth, good-will to men!” 
 
“And thought how, as the day had come, The belfries of all Christendom, Had rolled along, The 
unbroken song, Of peace on earth, good-will to men!” 
 
“Till ringing, singing on its way, The world revolved from night to day, A voice, a chime, A chant 
sublime, Of peace on earth, good-will to men!” 
 



“Then from each black, accursed mouth, The cannon thundered in the South, And with the 
sound, The carols drowned, Of peace on earth, good-will to men!” 
 
“It was as if an earthquake rent, The hearth-stones of a continent, And made forlorn, The 
households born, Of peace on earth, good-will to men!” 
 
‘And in despair I bowed my head; “There is no peace on earth,” I said; “For hate is strong, And 
mocks the song, Of peace on earth, good-will to men!” 
 
“Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: “God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; The Wrong 
shall fail,The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.” 
 
Jesus is on the throne, where he is Lord there is grace and peace. May it be so today.  


