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We Are Grace Church. Here we are, setting foundation stones to guide us as a church.  
 
How did we get here? Twenty years ago a team of families came to San Diego to plant a 
new church - a church meant to be build on the gospel - centered on the good news of 
what Jesus has done - and relationships. And as the Word of God was preached and 
relationships built, the church grew. Worshipping in an elementary school… eventually 
a high school and then a leased building. The preaching impeccable, the music 
professional, the reputation national… Grace Church appeared to be the perfect 
church…  
 
But over time, after two significant sendings of church plants, pastoral transition, 
church association tensions, and shifting priorities, under the veneer there was a sense 
of a church adrift. There was still gospel doctrine but gospel culture was increasingly 
absent - the truth was preached and the faith statements of the church were sound, but 
the expression of those truths lacking.  
 
Instead of unity, there was discord, however well hidden, and eventually accusation and 
exposure of what was beneath the surface. From one Sunday to the next, “what has 
happened to our church?” Week after week one hard departure after another. 
Resignations and the questions if we could and should exist at all.  
 
Grace Church was a church left limping… And I want to suggest to you this morning, 
that this is exactly where the Lord wanted us to be. When we are brought to the end of 
ourselves, to a place where we can’t see a way ahead, this is where trust becomes 
essential, this is where the rhetoric meets the pavement, and proclamation of God’s 
sovereignty must be finally believed.  
 
And we are keeping our limp. There have been many things to be thankful for - unified 
elders, committed families, those that arrived in the middle of chaos and sacrificially 
serve - but we will remain a dependant people, his providence, his ability to build his 
church and not our own.  
 
In this dependence we have been brought back, stripped back to the foundation. With 
Christ as the cornerstone the elders began to evaluate the walls, to find leaks and where 
things needed mending and reconstruction. Really a DTR moment for the church. And 
we believe the Lord led us to build a rudder for the ship that was once adrift. To define 



who we are, and what God would have us to do as a body of believers. A new vision and 
mission for the church.  
  
“Grace Church exists to glorify God by knowing Jesus and making him known through 
the empowerment of the Holy Spirit. Our chief aim is to make and grow disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our church, city and beyond, by proclaiming his gospel, teaching all that 
Jesus has commanded and worshipping in an environment of gratitude toward God and 
graciousness toward one another.”  
 
We will spend these four weeks unpacking the elements of this statement and it will be 
our navigation system as a church.  
 
“Grace Church exists to glorify God by knowing Jesus and making him 
known through the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
From this foundational statement we return to the foundational book of Romans to see 
this vision formed and lived out.  
 
Living in response to what Christ has done, the unified church brings glory 
to God.  
 
Romans 15:1-13 
 
The apostle Paul has laid the theological and practical foundation for the church. He has 
declared the good news of Christ’s intervention in our world, his perfect life lived for us 
and his innocent death to cover our sin. He tells the church of our union with Christ in 
faith - that we are called, sanctified, sent out and eternally secure by the wondrous 
works of Jesus on the cross and the Holy Spirit in us today.  
 
In the concluding lines of his section on the practical implications of the gospel, he calls 
the church to unity. As a reflection of what Christ has done, to be united with one 
another in accord with Jesus.  
 
Living in response to what Christ has done, the unified church brings glory 
to God.  
He begins with a call, and obligation even, for believers. Then in prayer reveals unity’s 
fruit or what living in response to the gospel produces, and then finally unity’s welcome, 
how it changes our hospitality and mission.  
 



1) Live in Response to Christ’s Work & Example 
 
Romans 15:1-4 “We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the 
weak, and not to please ourselves. [2] Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to 
build him up. [3] For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches 
of those who reproached you fell on me.” [4] For whatever was written in former days 
was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement 
of the Scriptures we might have hope.” 
 
Here is the call for believers - to bear with the failings of the weak, not to please 
ourselves but instead please his neighbor - a fellow believer - to build him up.  
 
Just before this in chapter 14 we had this invitation to graciousness within the church, 
that the stronger among us would carefully express and at times restrict our freedom in 
Christ to serve the weaker brother or sister.  
Now we are reminded to set aside the pursuit of self-satisfaction in order to “please” or 
accommodate the one who is near, to build him up in the faith, to help him grow and 
mature.  
 
This is not a sacrifice of truth or biblical realities, we find plenty of calls in Scripture to 
remain faithful to the teaching of the gospel and to stand against false teaching, but this 
is a graciousness toward those among us that have “failings…” (which means all of us).  
 
Perhaps someone hasn’t been fully awakened to the depth of their freedom in Christ, so 
we abstain from certain things to encourage them. Maybe our friend can’t quite wrap 
their mind around that one doctrine, so instead of pushing them out we walk with them 
and study with them to build them up. Or the other believers doesn’t serve in the same 
way you do or have the exact same vision for how something is supposed to go… they 
don’t become an enemy or even someone that gets on your nerves, but someone you 
care for and find opportunities to set your preferences aside to their benefit.  
 
It is a pursuit of unity in the church by setting down the desire to please ourselves.  
 
“We are to change our lifestyle if it will contribute to our brother’s “good, to build him 
up.” This is not to be done in a spirit of resignation or an air of condescension. It is to be 
done with humble love, sympathy, and patience.”  
 
We might ask, ‘how can I do that?’ or ‘shouldn’t everyone be sacrificing their perspective 
for me?’ But the outdoing one another in honor, and bearing with each other is not 



meant to be a self-generated discipline. Instead, as our knowledge of Christ increases 
our faith, as we know the gospel and are struck by its ongoing significance, unity and 
regard for the good of others will result.  
 
Paul doesn’t say ‘bear with the weaker brother to gain anything…” but because you have 
gained, bear with one another.  
3 “For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who 
reproached you fell on me.” 
 
For Paul, the fact that Christ did not please himself has everything to do with our 
deferring to one another for the sake of Christian unity. 
 
Because Jesus did not please himself, because he set aside his rights and dignity so that 
salvation might come to others, we are free to do the same in building each other up. 
Jesus gives us the defining example of not being self-seeking but valuing others.  
 
What is even more remarkable is that he is not only the pattern, but the power. We can 
do this by Jesus’ power. If God is calling us to change something in our lives for the sake 
of Christian unity, we can do it through him.  
 
The word translated “for” For Christ, gar, is used to show the cause or reason for 
something. It comes before our sacrifice not after it. It is not, bear with one another so 
Jesus will bear with you; but Jesus has taken on your reproach, now in unity build each 
other up.  
 
So as we know this Jesus, and his work for us, we will be people of unity, seeking the 
good of each other, interested in one another, bearing with those different from us. And 
all of Scripture will encourage us and give us hope and it is the hope that generates 
action in us…  
 
Christian, because Jesus did not please himself but took on the insults of humanity, you 
are now capable of serving each other to build each other up, to be unified in Christ.  
 
2) Unity’s Fruit  
This unity, this seeking the good of others in the church comes from being empowered 
by God and it has great fruit.  
 



Romans 15:5-6 “May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in 
such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, [6] that together you may 
with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
NIV says “Spirit of Unity” 
 
The fruit of this building each other up kind of unity is harmony with one another. And 
it comes from the God of endurance and encouragement. God gives you the endurance 
to persevere, to bear with others, to seek their good. And he encourages us through his 
Spirit and his Word to do it… but it is something he gives.  
 
He is praying for the unity that accords with Christ, and that is a unity that God alone 
can give. In the Christian understanding of things they are always the gift of God, not 
the result of human achievement. 
 
Harmony established or enforced by man is a dictatorship, but unity granted to us by 
God is something out of the ordinary… something that people notice - love for each 
other when the world sees no reason to love - unity when the world suggests we should 
be in opposition. 
 
And unity’s ultimate fruit is worship… “that together you may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
That’s the whole point of all of this… glory. That’s the point of covenantal faithfulness to 
generations of disobedient people. That’s the point of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. 
That’s the point of transformed lives and new priorities. That’s the point of loving, 
serving and bearing with one another. To glorify God.  
That the church, with one, unified voice would worship, glorify God. In fact while we 
may  glorify God as individuals… we are meant to do it as a body, with others. Unified 
around Jesus.  
 
Paul understands that worship will not be what it is meant to be unless there is unity. 
“The unity of his servants is so much esteemed by God, that he will not have his glory 
sounded forth amidst discords and contentions.” John Calvin.  
 
Like a fireplace… where there is logs and fire, there is smoke… but if you have only 
logs… sporadically avoiding each other! And no fire, there is no smoke…  
 



There were certainly tensions in the Roman church, and the presupposition that the 
strong and the weak were having some difficulty in getting along with each other 
underlies this whole section of the letter. But when the church gives itself over to 
glorifying God there is a deep and satisfying unity. That is what Paul looks for. Glorify, 
of course, means “ascribe glory to” or “praise”; this is the creature taking up the 
appropriate position before the Creator. 
 
That’s us too… when we give ourselves to glorifying God, we seek the good of others, we 
bear with the weaker brother or sister to build them up… and we are granted unity that 
leads to glorifying God!  
 
This is doing what we were made for… nothing better. Sometimes as we go through life 
we feel like a T-Rex making a bed… but when we are glorifying God, we are aligned with 
the purpose of all of creation!  
 
This worship, this glorifying God then translates outward, to others.  
 
3) Unity’s Welcome  
 
Romans 15:7-13 “Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God. [8] For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show 
God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, [9] and in 
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will 
praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” [10] And again it is said, 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” [11] And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
and let all the peoples extol him.” [12] And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will 
come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” [13] May 
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 
 
Paul quotes a string of Scripture to highlight the redemption in Christ and ability to 
glorify God being extended to others - here to Gentiles, beyond Israel…  
 
We welcome others as we have been welcomed by Jesus.  
 
I am challenged by the fact that here, or anywhere in Scripture, it does not say ‘welcome 
those that finally have it together…’ Wouldn’t it be easier to be unified if everyone met 
my metrics for maturity?!  
 



But Jesus comes to us at our worst… while we were lost in sin, in disobedience and 
welcomes us into the family of God.  
 
And now this is the welcome we give to others. Welcome is an appropriate translation as 
it conotes receiving or accepting. But it can also mean “to take aside” to bring into free 
fellowship, to draw to oneself.  
 
This is making Jesus known as we receive those that are part of us and come, but also 
inviting others to know him. When we are unified in glorifying God, bearing with one 
another, we come into our role as ambassadors for Christ, God making his welcoming 
appeal through us.  
This welcome leads again to glorifying God; “Jesus became a servant” opening salvation 
and relationship wide to those far off, “that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy.”  
 
And by the power of the Holy Spirit we have hope, living in unity, welcoming others, for 
God’s glory.  
 
Living in response to what Christ has done, the unified church brings glory 
to God.  
 
This is Us Grace Church!  
 
“Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him forever,” the church is a bunch of men 
and women doing this together.  
 
“Grace Church exists to glorify God by knowing Jesus and making him 
known through the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
In knowing Jesus we see the depths of his work for us, and the far reaching 
ramifications of it, our position as Children of God, as forgiven, without condemnation, 
free. And we can’t help but make him known. We extend the welcome that was given to 
us, we are too taken with the goodness of Jesus that we have to share him so others will 
be free - and we don’t do it alone - we do it together as a unified people, and empowered 
by the Spirit - giving us the desire and the ability to declare the gospel.  
 
All of this glorifies God - which is our purpose and rudder…  
 
From the truth of what has been done for us, we respond with glory.  



 
What has been done for us in Christ?  
 
Ephesians 1:3-14 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, [4] even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. In love [5] he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, [6] to the praise of his glorious grace, with 
which he has blessed us in the Beloved. [7] In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, [8] which 
he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight [9] making known to us the mystery of 
his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ [10] as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.[11] In 
him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose 
of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, [12] so that we who 
were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. [13] In him you also, 
when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, 
were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, [14] who is the guarantee of our inheritance 
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.” 
To the praise of his glory!  
 
Response: 
 
Hear what Christ has done for us - repent and believe in him. Turn from your own 
attempts to subdue those around you. Believe in Jesus and his setting aside his rights for 
you… to welcome you.  
 
Live in response - let Christ, by the Spirit, empower you to bear with others, to build 
them up, to welcome the friend and the stranger. Pray for God to grant us unity as we 
pursue him and his glory.  
 
Glorify God - worship him for all that he has done and who he is - with one voice, as a 
body, as we were meant to be. “Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give 
glory, for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!” - Psalm 115:1  
 
If you had the pen on the story of Grace Church perhaps you would have written 
something a little different… But God is writing our history, a story of his goodness, his 
gift of unity and his glory. It is a story we get to see unfold together... 
 



As we pray, it is to our Savior’s prayer we turn. His prayer for the gospel to go forth and 
God to keep his people.  
 
John 17:20-26 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me 
through their word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, 
that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The 
glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are 
one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may 
know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. Father, I desire that they 
also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you 
have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. O righteous 
Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you 
have sent me. I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, 
that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”  


